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Fre« Service Vouchers 
covcrine 6 months are 
inciudea in each traaor 
Instruction Book. They 
detail exactly what will 
be done— and when—  
without charge.

Ferguson service vans, 
well known throughout 
the countryside, bring 
factory-trained techni
cians to your farm.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMH
Even after the warranty 
vouchers expire, your 
Ferguson  dealer will 
make regular Free calls 
— you only pay for 
attention that is neces
sary.

Illllllllllllll
A  comprehensive range 
of spares is carried by 
the service vans. All 
but major repairs can 
be executed in the field.

An effective emergency 

first-aid service is oper

ated by all Ferguson 

dealers.

Faaory and worbhop 
serv ic^  replacement 
units can be fitted at 
your farm. Minimum 
of lost time and accur
acy of repair is thus 
assured.

All Field men are con
tinuously informed by 
the Ferguson Organisa
tion of the latest service 
developments.

The

FERGUSON SYSTEM
of

SERVICE

HARRY FERGUSON LTD. COVENTRY ENGLAND
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Chairm an’s  Page
Ian Richings

My report is going to be somewhat shorter 
than normal as 1 am planning to write some 
other articles. We have had a good year 
with all the shows that have been attended 
in Gloucestershire and Somerset. I would 
like to thank all of the members who have 
made it such a good year, especially both 
Kens. Brian, Rod, Robin. Roy. Will and 
many others.

I hope we can make next year even better 
as it is the 60th anniversary of the TE20 
and the 50th anniversary of the FE/MF35. 
Next year’s season starts off at the 
Somerset tractor show on 4th & 5th of 
February, where we have been asked to put 
on a large show of Fergusons and Massey 
Fergusons. Please come and help us with 
the show as it won’t work without your 
support.

After that in March it will be the Tractor 
and Machinery show at Malvern at the 
Three Counties Show Ground where there 
is always plenty to see.

We will be taking part in a lot of events 
across the country. 2006 is also a special 
year for the Club as it will be our 20th 
anniversary year. Let your area rep. or I 
know if there are any events we should be 
attending.

Chairman Ian Richings ploughing at the 
Ledbury match.

Club stand at Lister Tynedale rally North Nibley. 
Photographs by Bernadette and Vanessa Richings



From lain to Ian - the presentation o f the New Prestigious Ferguson Ploughing Shield to 
the Ferguson Club at Ledbury ploughing match.

Old Twenty Parts Com pany Deal

1 have recently secured a deal with the Old 
Twenty Parts Company. Carriage costs will 
be paid for by the Old Twenty Parts 
Company for all Ferguson orders placed in 
January and February 2006. You will need 
to give your membership number and name 
so the Old Twenty Parts Company can 
ensure you are a bonafide member of the 
Ferguson Club. They will have a list of 
membership numbers and surnames to 
check against. If you do not want this 
information disclosed please contact the 
Club Membership Secretary.

Tractor Challenge  2006

The Ferguson Club will be taking part in 
the Tractor Challenge next year. This is an 
attempt to get the most tractors working in 
one all together. It will be taking place over

the weekend of June 24th and 25th at 
Hullavington airfield Wiltshire just off 
junction 17 M4.

We are hoping to make it a Club 
weekend with a Club barbeque on the 
Saturday evening, there will be
entertainment and bar laid on by the main 
organisers of the event.

We will be going for record within a 
record that is the most Grey Fergusons 
working in one place all together. The actual 
requirements for this will be qualified in the 
future. Locally we hope to bring more 
tractors that we have drivers. This will 
enable members from a distance to take part 
with out having to bring a tractor subject to 
individual insurance cover.

For more information I can be contacted 
on 01242 574830 or by email
ianrichings@tiscali.co.uk

mailto:ianrichings@tiscali.co.uk


Vice Chairm an’s  Report
John Jeffriess

Autumn is here and it is the ploughing 
season. I have met several members 
recently at various events. Judy and I have 
been to Market Rasen, Bicker and 
Rougham Airfield where we have met 
many old friends and made new 
acquaintances too. Unfortunately the 
weather was not kind to the organisers of 
Bicker and I met David Webster in a rain 
soaked field pulling vehicles out with his 
MF135. David will be bringing his 1952 
TED20 plus a Butterfly Plough to the 
Newark Vintage Tractor and Heritage 
Show in November and hopefully the 
weather will be kinder that weekend. 
Fortunately we will be under cover there 
and we have been able to secure a larger 
stand than last year.

I did not know many at Market Rasen but 
there were several Ferguson tractors 
ploughing on the black land. Were there 
any members there? If you were would you 
like to report on the event or have a Club 
Stand there another year?

October 1st and 2nd saw Ploughs to 
Propellers at Rougham Airfield near Bury 
St Edmunds. What a spectacular event! The 
sky was full of light aircraft, there was a 
hovercraft, vintage cars, shire horses, 
Ransome MG2 and MG5 and a huge 
assortment of vintage tractors. Enthusiasts

were dressed in 1940s clothing and Glen 
Miller music was filling the air. It was 
wonderful to see someone training a Shire 
horse to plough alongside pairs that were 
very experienced. John Selley had two 
Ferguson tractors ploughing, one with a 
butterfly plough and the other with a single 
furrow deep digger. It was good to meet and 
natter with several members who had their 
tractor and ploughs there too. We met up 
with Norfolk representative, Ian Miller at 
the end of his plot and there was debate on 
the technique of keeping straight! John was 
flying the Ferguson Club flag and I think it 
was an event that was enjoyed by all.

We are looking forward to returning to 
Suffolk in December for a meal with John. 
Shirley and Club members.

As I write this report Newark is 
organised and in hand. We will have 
tractors and implements from as far afield 
as Devon, from Yorkshire and from our 
Lincolnshire members. I hope you will 
have been able to visit the Club stand. Ian 
Richings and I will be there and many 
other members have offered to help as 
well. Thank you to you all -  it is very 
encouraging when so many want to assist.

Finally, happy Christmas to you all and I 
look forward to meeting more members in 
2006.

Traditional hard rubber 6 & 12 volt Batteries
Delivered to your door

Lincon Batteries Ltd
Faraday Works, Faraday Road 

Leigh on Sea  S S 9  5JU

Tel: 01702 525374/528711 Fax: 01702 421362 
Battery men since 1908



West Yorkshire Area Representative
John Groves

We attended our usual round of rallies this 
season and three ploughing events. The 
Humberton working weekend was rather 
disappointing for the organisers, despite 
two dry days and good ploughing land with 
plenty of ground to go at. Members ask for 
more ploughing experience but fail to 
support it. It does beg the question why do 
we bother?

The new venue for the NYVMS at 
Scorton was a good one and every one 
enjoyed the event. The Club had a stand, 
which was manned by BP & JG and many

people came with lots of questions and a 
number of new members joined the Club.

The West Yorkshire group of NVTEC 
ploughing match was well attended at 
Cawood, and was held on an Indian 
summer’s day. The Ferguson Club had a 
stand manned by Web site coordinator 
Andrew and our secretary Brain was 
organising the static tractors; he was seen 
rushing about doing many other jobs as 
well. Sadly this was the final event of the 
season and all is now put away and waiting 
for the next year to start.

Archives Report
John Groves

Not a lot has happened on this front since 
the last Journal.

I am still actively seeking a good clean 
copy of the pocket sized flip up implement 
sales booklet that was issued to sales reps 
in the early 50s. It contained a photo of the 
implement with its specification that was

offered at the time. I will of course pay any 
postage, insurance etc and return it to you 
as soon as I can. If anybody is willing to 
loan the Club or me one that is in good 
order I would be most grateful. Please ring 
me before sending any thing so that I can 
be available to receive it. Thank you.

Ancient and Modern

y;-

V • ^  i

John Groves's TEF20 attached to a new wood chipper that John has just bought.
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North Yorkshire Area Representative
Brian Pickering

Once again the Club stand at Pickering 
Steam Fair was a great success. Many thanks 
not only to all those who worked hard for the 
duration of the show but also to everyone 
who display their machine on the stand.

Another success for the club and for the 
organising committee was the Tancred 
Grange rally, formerly Hornby Castle. It 
was obvious a great deal of thought had 
gone into the planning of the new site and 
it certainly paid off. Well done everybody.

The Pickering UK Indoor Tractor Show 
had unfortunately to be postponed so we 
were able to concentrate our efforts on the 
NVTEC’s annual rally at Cawood. With a 
team of Andrew Dobson, John Groves and 
myself, we were able to put on a good 
display with lots of interest shown. Being 
on the committee I know that a lot of work 
had again been put into this rally, making it 
a great success on the day.

The working weekend at Humberton, 
near Boroughbridge, was most enjoyable 
but unfortunately numbers were down. Do 
try to join us next year.

Finally don't forget to keep an eye on our 
website (www.fergusonclub.com) for up to 
date information on news and events in 
Yorkshire and world wide.

Late news
I have just received a press release from the 
newly formed Yorkshire Vintage 
Association (YVA). They are to hold their 
first vintage rally at the prestigious 
Tockwith Showground on 2nd & 3rd 
September 2006. It is intended that this 
will be an event of national stature as befits 
Britains largest county. Although tractors 
and engines will be most prominent, a wide 
range of other vintage interests will also be 
welcomed. Full entertainment is planned 
for the Saturday evening.

Well known Ferguson Club member 
Richard Sturdy, who is the Chairman of 
YVA, tells me that he hopes very much that 
the Club will become involved and also 
that entries will be received from all areas 
of the UK.

For further details contact David Ayers on 
01482 825390.

A selection of tractors and implements at the 2002 Humherton working weekend. John Steele
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Scotland (South) Area Representative
John Gibson

We have just returned from the Scottish 
National Tractor Show and Vintage 
Auction held at Lanark Market on 24 and 
25 September, a very successful weekend, 
with easy access and departing. But short 
on signposting, {more later).

The rally season has finished now. no 
muddy fields this year, unlike 2004. Border 
Vintage at Kelso, Ayrshire Vintage at

Eglinton Country Park and Ayr celebrated 
800 years of becoming a borough. With a 
horse and Tractor ploughing match and 
vintage display, they were all very busy days.

Finally a big thank you to all the helpers 
at Scone. Tractors and Implements came 
frae all airts to help out. Well done Bob and 
Gladys and all the helpers including 
visitors from overseas.

Obituary
Don Williamson

It is with great sadness that I inform members of the sudden death of Don Williamson on 
1st October, whilst on holiday in Spain. Don was the Clubs Representative for Inverness- 
shire and Ross-shire and was well known in the Club. His cheery personality and efforts in 
promoting the Club at many events will be sadly missed. A full appreciation will be 
published in the Spring Journal. Our sincere condolences go to all members of Don’s family 
and in particular his widow Crystelle and sons Gary, James and Mark. Lawrence Jamieson

S O U T H E R N  C O U N T IE S  
T R A C T O R  S P A R E S  L T D

SPECIAL OFFERS WHILST STOCKS LAST
MF 35. 135 IGNITION SWITCHES @ £8.50 each 

MF 35 3CYL RADIATOR £80.00 • MF 135 RADIATOR £80,00 
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MF 65 FRONT SPINDLE £33.00 • MF 35 3CYL HOSE KIT £10.00 
MF 125 HOSE KIT£1L00 • MF SEAT CUSHION & BACK REST £28.00 

TEF 20 CLUTCH PLATE £25.00 • MF 135 MANIFOLDS £16.00 
T20TVO FUEL TANK £69.00 • 11 x 28 REAR TYRES £85.00 

10/11 X 28 TUBES £12.00 • 600 x 16 FRONT TYRES £20.00 
600 X 16 TUBE £6.00 • M F35. 135.3CYL ENGINE KITS £129.00 

TEA/D THERMOSTAT HOUSING £30.00 • T20, FE 35 23C, WATER PUMPS £24.00 
T20 35 H/DUTY WINGSKIN £25.00 ■ T20. 35. 135 STEERING WHEEL £20.00 
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BUTLER TYPE HEADLIGHTS FOR T20. 35 etc £22.00 per pair 
T20 FRONT GRILLS IN METAL SUPERB QUALITY £70.00 pair 

T20 LOWER PANEL AND CENTRE BAR IN METAL £50,00 
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Scotland (North East) Area Representative
Bob Lindsay

Cullerlie Vintage Rally
Unfortunately the weather was bad at our 
very first rally of 2005. I couldn't attend 
this rally personally but my wife Gladys 
and supporting members put the stand in 
operation but sadly the weather was just 
too much. Next year could be better.

B.A. Vintage Working Weekend
This event has gone from strength to 
strength with the efforts of Mr & Mrs Alan 
Brownie and associates. Alan and his 
associates have had a stone circle created 
on his land at the top of the rally field and 
the fact that the rally has had good weather 
he claims this is due to the unknown forces 
of these stones. The Ferguson Club 
members had an enjoyable and most 
entertaining weekend and are looking 
forward to another year. Thanks to Jean 
and Edith for all the cups of tea and a 
special thank you to Mr & Mrs Andy Smith 
for the pot of soup for the working day. 
Much appreciated.

Fraserburgh Vintage Rally
This rally has opened its doors and vintage 
tractors are being encouraged to come 
along more and more. The weather was 
good this year and the Club stand had a 
good day. All exhibitors were fed really 
well by the rally organisation.

Bon-Accord Steam Engine Rally -  
Castle Fraser

The setting for this event is held in the 
grounds of Castle Fraser belonging to The 
National Trust. A very attractive location 
with the Castle and Bennachie in close 
proximity. (Both tremendous scenes). The 
weather was a scorcher and our display of 
tractors at the stand was varied and drew a 
lot of interest. The Club received an award 
of a shield for the runner-up prize for the 
stand display. The shield was collected by 
the Donald family who are new members 
and have recently restored a grey/gold

FE35 along with their grandfather David 
Murray who is also a Club member and 
acquired the grey/gold tractor in a very bad 
shape. A lot of hard work ‘well done boys'.

New Byth Steam & Vintage Rally 
This is the first time the Ferguson Club has 
attended this rally. As the Club has quite a 
lot of members in this part of Aberdeen
shire it seemed fitting that the Club stand 
should be in attendance to support those 
members. A very good rally turn out -  more 
nice weather and another enjoyable day.

Oldmeldrum Rally
This rally is not very far from our doorstep 
and we find it a very welcoming and 
relaxing atmosphere. Oldmeldrum holds 
this rally completely free of charge and the 
public respond well. The variety of 
displays are very good and of a very high 
standard. Many thanks Ann-Maree for the 
lovely homemade soup -  (Dutch receipe) it 
was different and many comments were 
made as to who made it and how tasty and 
warming it was. A very nice surprise -  
Thank you Ann-Maree.

Deeside Steam & Vintage Rally -  Crathes 
A great two day event. The Club had a 
stand that overflowed with members and 
members tractors, from all over the north 
east of Scotland. Some tractors sadly had 
to go to the line up as we ran out of space. 
The Deeside Rally committee bent over 
backwards to give us additional space and 
we would like to say an appreciated thank 
you to Len, Ian and John for helping us. 
The Deeside Rally also gave the Ferguson 
Club a slot in the entertainment pro
gramme, this gave the Club a chance to 
display their tractors an implements round 
the ring. Also carried out was a winching 
exercise using a Ferguson winch belonging 
to Charlie Walpole (Club member) who 
travels from Aviemore to demonstrate the 
winch at various rallies.
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Mearns Vintage Rally -  Edzell
The Meams Rally is a two day event. The 
Saturday being mainly a setting up day 
with an auction sale in the afternoon -  
mainly vintage material -  and held by the 
Meams Vintage Club. This rally brings a 
lot of interest to the stand and the members 
put on a good tractor show. The weather 
over the weekend was dull but dry on 
Saturday with glorious sunshine for us on 
Sunday. Another great weekend.

Farming Yesteryear -  Scone Palace 
The Scone Rally is a rally where all Scottish 
Reps club together to put on a combined 
show and display. This year as usual John 
Gibson booked and secured a stance for the 
Ferguson Club. ‘Good for you John'. It was 
unfortunate that John Melloy was confined 
to work duties and was unable to be with us. 
Sandy Scott deputised for John and gave 
everyone much help. The stand was well 
supported with tractors and implements by a 
contingent of members from Aberdeenshire 
and the Meams and some local members 
with their tractors. To top it off we had Club 
member Sandy MacLean from Loth with 
his tractor which has been used in the 
marathon road mns from John-O-Groats to 
Loth in aid of the McMillan Nurses (an 
annual event). We also had member Charlie 
Walpole with his winch all the way from 
Aviemore. The cream in the bun was Club 
member Ronald Swanney down from 
Orkney with his Post Hole Borer which was 
used to demonstrate at the Club stand. The 
Club stand was manned by the tea ladies -  
Jean. Edith. Ann-Maree and Mrs Gibson -  a 
real team effort. Don Williamson (Inverness 
Rep) gave good support to Gladys at the

merchandise table. Lawrence Jamieson was 
also with us and with his sharp eye added 
some improvements to the appearance of 
the stand.

Aden Country Park (Working Day) 
Mintlaw

This was a working event run by 
Aberdeenshire Council. The Club stand 
had a good display of Fergies and at the 
stand a display took place showing the 
workings of the Hammer Mill, milling 
sheaves of oats -  barley and oats, and also 
a working demonstration of the Post Hole 
Borer both belonging to Club member 
Kenny Gill. These two demon.strations 
drew a lot of spectators.

Also close by another two Club 
members Henry Pirie and Bill Higgins 
demonstrated the use of the rear mounted 
mower and side mounted mower.

Charlie Walpole demonstrated his winch 
and with the help of Andy Smith with his 
MF65 tractor they proceeded to demonstrate 
the recovery of a disabled tractor.

The stand as usual was busy and the cup 
of tea is always welcome from our tea 
ladies. Thank you Mr & Mrs Andy Smith 
(Club members) for the most welcome pot 
of broth, it was lovely and much 
appreciated.

As this is the end of our rally season I 
wish to take this opportunity to say many 
thanks to all members from NE Scotland 
and the Meams for giving me so much 
support at all the above rallies. A big thank 
you to Jean, Edith, Ann-Maree, Mary and 
my wife Gladys for looking after the Club 
stand and for looking after me.

As a relatively new member of the club, I felt compelled to write in to the Journal, firstly, to 
thank the Scotland north east area folk for their hospitality, and warm welcome, both at the 
Mearns Vintage Rally, and the Farming Yesteryear, at Scone Palace. Both of these days were 
blessed with lovely weather, and good crowds, and a first class turnout of vehicles of all sorts.
I had the good fortune of having a tractor on the Ferguson stand, on both of the above days, 
and not only had a grandstand seat, but was very well looked after, by Bob Lindsay, and his 
team, thank you ladies and gents, for two excellent, days. Regards Bryan Sutherland.
PS Tthank you for a very good Journal, which is both informative, and amusing, I find the 
technical articles, of great benefit, and anyone passing on tips and experience, is to be encouraged.
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W ales (Gwent) Area Representative
Merlys Lewis

June 25th and 26th saw us at the East Wales 
& Borders Rally at Pandy. On Saturday, the 
weather was very good and a lot of 
members thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
on a road run, which took us up into the 
hills of Monmouthshire and Herefordshire, 
to places unknown. Then, stopping at 
Forest Coalpit, Harry Pugh and his family 
provided us with a first class lunch. We all 
arrived back at the field, early evening, 
quite exhausted, after a lovely day. On 
Sunday, lots of people came to the auction 
and to see the Tractor Pulling contest. Keith 
Chaltington, a new member, brought along 
a beautifully restored Massey Ferguson 
165, which brought a lot of interest.

The following weekend we were south of 
the County, at Machen Show, where it was 
rather damp weather. However, there was a 
good turnout of tractors and implements, 
with good variations. We landed up in 
dispatches in the local paper, having won

the cup for best stand in the show. It was an 
enjoyable time.

On 6th August, was 250th Brecon 
Agricultural Show. It was a damp start, but 
turned out to be a beautiful day. in a 
marvellous setting. There was a great 
collection of tractors and implements, with 
much interest in the Standard Vanguard 
Service Van. A few of past employees of 
Brecon Motors, the main dealers in that 
part of the country, were very pleased to 
see it. The president and his wife came 
along in the evening and commended us on 
the display of tractors and said that they 
would welcome us back next year.

The last show of the season was at Usk, on 
10th September, where I felt very proud 
driving the Standard Vanguard van, which 
had been taxed and MOT’d down to Usk. 
Again, there was a good show of tractors and 
implements, but some members were

Potato harvesting at Chainhridge on the 15 October. 
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Ploughing day at Llanmai
missing, as they were ploughing in 
Herefordshire in the Ferguson Cup Match.
The Ferguson Ploughing Cup has brought 
members together to have ploughing days, 
organised mainly by Peter Aston, which have 
been a lot of fun. We are hoping to do more 
and anyone interested, please give me a ring.

1 have been busy getting a Massey 
Ferguson Potato Harvester in working order.
On 15th October, we put it to the test at 
Lewis Baker's farm at Chainbridge. It was a 
beautiful day and under perfect working 
condition, we lifted a half acre of potatoes, 
which took us most of the day, in between

■tin on the 4 September.
cups of tea, when trailers were unloaded. It 
was lovely to see Alwyn, who has not been 
too well lately, chauffeured by Janet, who 
had come along to see us performing. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Lewis Baker and his family, for planting the 
potatoes for us to lift.

Once again many thanks to members & 
their families who have supported us 
throughout the year and we are looking 
forward to seeing them at the Christmas 
Social night at the Conservative Club in 
Usk, on Saturday 3rd December. Further 
information will posted out very soon.

That's a mighty handy attachment for keeping the most important lane open in this weather
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Shipham  Tractor Show  and Road Run
Roy Bailey

On the 30th July, a dry sunny morning, the 
Ferguson Club set up their stand at the 
Shipham Road Run and Vintage Tractor 
Show, which was held in aid of Mendip 
Hospice and the Meningitis Trust.

Robin Hatcher, Roy Bailey and their 
respective wives. Mary and Denise had the 
marquee and stand in place before 9am 
with six or seven TE20s, an MF35 and a 
Ford Ferguson on display.

Some o f the exhibits on the Club stand 
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We adjourned in shifts to the on-site cafe 
for a cheap, well-presented and wonderful 
fry up.

We had a constant stream of people visit 
the stand throughout the day, including 
Peter. Dan and Andy our friends from 
Wales, who took a break from Welland 
Show to go on our tractor run. After a

coffee and a photo session with us. they 
rushed off to get back to their friends in 
Welland for the evening *do'. Many thanks 
to them for their support.

Just as we were packing up for the night 
the rain poured down, too late to spoil a 
good show but as the photos show we got 
very wet! Well worth a visit next year.
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Norfolk Area Representative
Ian Miller

Tuesday May 24th
Visit to Paul Rackham’s collection
There was as expected a very good turnout 
for this visit, and with our Suffolk 
members we were able to see not only the 
ex Hunday Collection of John Moffitt but 
also the other many tractors that had been 
collected by Paul Rackham.

This amounted to over 260 tractors and 
they and the many and various implements 
were all housed in one very impressive 
building.

A catalogue of the collection had been 
produced which enabled us to appreciate 
the previous history and restoration details 
of each lot and these catalogues have 
provided a wonderful momento of a most 
enjoyable evening.

A collection of over £80 was raised for 
the Royal National Institute for the Blind.

Sat/Sun. June 25th & 26th 
Wings, Wheels and Steam, Rougham
Our first visit to this 2 day event and our 
chance to meet the Suffolk members on 
their home ground.

Sunday was livelier and the number of 
steam engines was very impressive.

Sunday August 7th 
Frettenham Festival
Again our first time to this show and 
although the stand area available appeared a 
little small there was plenty to do. An early 
morning tractor run was held and next to the 
static displays a ploughing competition was 
put on and was well supported.

My thanks to David Slaughter for his 
support on the day and several items of 
merchandise were sold.

Sunday 2nd, October 
Ploughs to Propellers, Rougham
1 ventured back into Suffolk to try 
ploughing for the first time and whilst the 
Fergie behaved herself, the plough(a semi 
Digger) was not the most suitable for the 
task and with the inexperience of the 
operator we supported the competitive 
field from the bottom.

My thanks to John Selley for his kind 
invitation.

NORFOLK WINTER PROGRAMME DATES
Tuesday February l i s t

Speaker/topic to be arranged
Tuesday April 11th

Details to be arranged
Venue:

The Cottage Public House, 148 Thunder Lane, Thorpe St. Andrew, Norwich NR7 OJD
Telephone: 01603 433444

The Ferguson Club^would like to wish all its Members 
c? a hapf^cSristmas and a prosper^s New Year
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7eTHE TehCuMm
LOW VOLUME SPRAYER

K \ S \  Al TAf HMKNT

CORROSION F»ROOF 

TANK

THRKF STAGF 

MI.TRATION

BOOMS HINGED 

AND S P R IN G  FOR 

PROTECTION

Designed fo r quick easy auachm em  lo the Ferguson iracior. Provides an econom ical m ethod o f overcom ing 

weed problem s with horm one weed killers at application  rates o f from 5 to  20 gallons per acre. In add ition , it 

handles well a range o f  insecticides against com m on pests. The forty-five gallon tank  is specially treated 

internally  to  resist corrosion. Cireat care  has been taken to provide the sprayer with the best possible filtration 

system. Com plete protection from dam age assured to  outer boom sections by spring loaded hinges allowing 

vertical and  horizontal m ovem ent. Design features o f  merit include Ferguson Patent diagonal a ttachm ent link, 

spring loaded rubber jo in ted  coupling shaft from tra c to r  P.T.O. to  pum p, ability  o f o u te r boom s to spray from 

horizontal up to  45 separately or together, two position spray, shut off and  an ti-d rip  cock, and conveniently 

grouped controls. Total spray width 19' 6".

I T ’S P A R T  O F  T H E  F E R G U S O N  S Y S T E M  O F  C O M P L E T E  F A R M  M E C H A N I S A T I O N

Ha  r r y  F e r g u s o n  Lt d . ,  C o v e n t r y ,  E n g l a n d
P R IN T E D  IN  E N G L A N D  FP233 10.000 H  52
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“Farming Yesteryear” at Scone Palace
Kenny Gill

We arrived on Saturday morning thanks to 
Mike McKessar taking four tractors down 
on his works truck. After helping the rest of 
the team to set up the stand, we spent the 
evening round the fire (Ken Lawson’s 
brazier) enjoying good company, good 
food (prepared by the three Ken’s and a 
few bottles of malt!!

Sunday was a day of brilliant sunshine, 
which really brought the crowds.

Ode to a Mole -  A Boring Tale

/  am a mole and I live in a hole 
At Scone I m s  a happy soul

Until something happened, my story gets droller 
My home was wrecked hy a Post Hole Borer!

My Fergie Club ‘moles' have looked fo r  a name 
And Kenny Gill, yes you are to blame 

For digging it up. my bonnie wee home 
Isn’t it an awful shame?

So to finish off my investigations 
I offer myself for demonstrations 

I ’ll join the team with the rest o f the boys 
Playin' ahoot wi' their Fergie toys

At lousin’ time we’ll break fo r  tea 
The ladies’ll surely look after me 

With Bob and Gladys we’ll get the ‘Craic’
While we’re enjoying a tasty snack

Auger McGonnigle

M O N TY THE M O LE

Membership number 007

M em bership Card Exp ires Dec 31 30 0 S

We had a good display of tractors and 
memorabilia and a working display 
including fergie jack, hammermill and post 
hole borer.

The best thing you can do on a working 
display is to drill a hole because everyone 
who passes just has to have a look down it. 
About a week later. I received a cuddly toy 
mole and a poem. 1 enclose the poem and 
my reply.

Reply to a Mole -  The ‘‘Hole” Story

It’s happened before and it happened at Scone. 
When something goes wrong, they aye blame the loon. 
Now I'm  a fair person and to uphold my good name. 

I must turn detective to find who’s to blame.

To accuse Edith and Jean, they widnae be pleased. 
They were fa r  too busy disbin' up pieces and teas. 

Gladys and Don had nae time at all.
Signing new members and manning the stall.

It wisnae Hendry Pirie or the lads wi’ the sheaves, 
Hendry was busy and the lads ower weel behaved.

It wisnae Ken Lawson or young Kenny Ross.
Nor WAS it Lawrence or the boys fae up North.

It wisnae Charlie Wallpole or even Jim Shearer, 
But I've narrowed it down, the culprit is nearer,

It wisnae Ronald Swanneyfae o’er the North Sea. 
So that narrows it down to just Bob and me.

I can clearly see why I’m in the frame,
But. in all honesty, it’s Boh that’s to blame.

When naebody wis lookin’ Bob sneaked up rael quiet. 
He 5)3H’ Ronalds' hole borer and thought he wid try it.

Doon went the Auger, borin’ a hole,
Oot o' the earth spun an angry young mole.

So on that Sunday the Ilth  September.
Bob signed up the mole as a Fergie Club Member.

I ’m sure you agree, he should win a cup.
The lengths Bob will go to, to dig new members up!
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Annual Members Weekend 2006 -  Update
Lawrence Jamieson

I know April next year seems far in the 
future, but the Ferguson Club Annual 
Members Weekend & AGM at Inverurie. 
Aberdeenshire on Saturday 22nd and 
Sunday 23rd April will soon be here! Bob 
Lindsay, the Club Rep. for North East 
Scotland and his team are busy putting 
together an excellent programme of 
activities which they hope will appeal to 
all. A variety of visits is being organised for 
both the Saturday afternoon and the 
Sunday, which hopefully will include -  a 
whisky distillery, an oilrig, castles, a 
transport museum, gardens, an agricultural 
heritage centre and, of course, the scenic 
Aberdeenshire countryside. The Saturday 
evening offers dinner followed by an 
informal traditional ceilidh -  a Scottish 
evening of music, dance, song, a chance to 
chat, meet old friends and make new 
friends.

ACCOMMODATION SPECIAL DEAL 
Aberdeen being the UK’s oil capital means 
that hotels are very busy during the week 
and quiet at weekends. Bob has negotiated 
a special B&B rate for members wishing to 
stay at the Thistle Aberdeen Airport Hotel, 
Argyle Road. Aberdeen, right at the airport 
and where the Saturday evening activities 
will be taking place. Prices per room, per 
night are single -  £38.00, double £45.00 
and family £58.00. As transport between 
the AGM and the hotel will be organised, 
those arriving by air in Aberdeen won’t 
even need to hire a car! Please note there is 
a limited number of rooms available and 
members must book direct with the hotel 
by phoning 0870 333 9149 and quoting 
‘Ferguson Club AGM’ to get the above 
rates. First come, first served! If you have 
any problems in making a booking, please 
contact Bob Lindsay. Tel. 01224 722518

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Several low-cost airlines fly to Aberdeen, 
including Easy Jet, BMlbaby, Flybe and

British Airways, from a variety of airports 
-  e.g. Luton, Heathrow, Stansted, Norwich 
and Belfast. Easy Jet also tty from Bristol 
and Belfast to Edinburgh and Inverness, 
each about 2.5 hours drive to Aberdeen. 
The secret with all these airlines is to book 
early for the best prices by logging on to 
their websites -  www.easyjet.coin 
www .f lybe. co m w w w .b m ibaby .com  
www.britishairways.com and registering 
to receive information when flights for 
April are released for sale.
ANY QUERIES?
Further information about the Annual 
Members Weekend will be sent to all 
members in the early spring. However, in 
the meantime, if you have any queries, 
please contact Bob Lindsay. Tel. 01224 
722518.

THE O LD  TW ENTY  
PARTS C O M PA N Y

Your first call for 
Ferguson & Ford Ferguson 
Most Parts - many original

Parts for most other makes from 1920 to date 
Send stamped addressed envelope for 

complete list.

Visit our stand at major rallies - send for list 
of events we attend.

Field Farm, Aston Lane, Shardlow DE72 2GX

Tel: 01332 792698
www.old20.com
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Farming on the Green, W ells Cathedral Green, Wells
Denise Bailey

Farming on the Green harvest special, held 
on Wells Cathedral Green, featured displays 
of antique and modern agricultural 
vehicles, classic cars and entertainment 
throughout the day. The Ferguson Club 
were asked to put on a display of tractors 
and these proved a particular hit with 
festival goers as well as with the mayor and 
mayoress o f Wells and many of the clergy 
of Wells Cathedral. In the afternoon all the

tractors, ancient and modern, paraded 
round the perfect lawns of the cathedral 
green, showing the faith of the Dean and 
Chapter, that we would not plough up their 
lawns.

The aim of the event was to celebrate 
local food and farming culminating with a 
harvest festival service in the cathedral in 
the evening. The cider tent and the live 
music ensured that the event was lively and

Left: Ancient and 
modern farming, 
Brian Whitlock’s 

TED20.
Below: Club stand 

on the green at 
Wells Cathedral.
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Robin Hatcher with Mayor and Mayoress o f Wells.
well attended. The Ferguson tractors were When we had all packed up for the night 
the star event and everybody who came to it was clear to see that the faith of the Dean
visit us had a story to tell about a little grey and Chapter was justified as the cathedral
Fergie owned by them or a friend. green had survived more or less intact.

Roy Bailey on the green at Wells Cathedral with his and Rod’s tractors.

21



Wales Ploughing

Grijf Jones on his MF65

Daniel Sharp on his MF35 
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Championship6

D Gould with his TEF20



Mem ories of a Fergie Man Part 2
Jim Hall

1965-1966 saw Gibson Bros (Melling) 
Ltd., move forward and expand rapidly at 
their new Garstang depot. Many more 
staff were employed, including salesmen, 
fitters, store men and office staff.

New tractors appeared by the wagon 
load and the yard began to fill with all the 
trade-ins. Many of these were exported to 
Ireland.

All new tractors had to have a pre
delivery check. This was usually a job for 
the apprentice. The tractors needed filling 
with fuel, water and anti freeze. Rear link 
arms needed fitting, tyre pressures had to 
be checked and seat cushions fitted. 
Swinging drawbars were an extra and were 
fitted in the pre-delivery inspection and 
also hydraulic tipper pipes were extras. 
Wheel nuts, sump plugs and hydraulic top 
cover bolts were also checked.

The new premises were getting nearer to 
completion and an open day was planned

to coincide with the launch of the new 
MFIOO series tractors. Two new MF135 
tractors arrived a few weeks before the 
official launch, and had to be covered with 
sheets (top secret). We would keep 
uncovering them to give customers a sneak 
preview. I remember being impressed by 
those stylish machines, they even had 
cigarette lighters.

The open days and launch arrived, 
refreshments were offered and it seemed 
like a great success. Many orders were 
taken for all the new range.

We moved into our new workshop, much 
warmer, cleaner and more comfortable.

The new tractors were an immediate 
success, especially the MF135. It was a 
good starter and full of power for its small 
size. In the early 1960s there were many 
smaller farms and the MF135 was a 
brilliant, reliable and economical work 
horse for these farms.

Jim Hall's 4 cylinder MF35 
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Jim Hall's 3 cylinder MF35 with Multi Power attached to Jim's manure spreader
The first MF175 tractor sold by Gibson’s 

arrived, it was a big tractor in those days, 
its still working on the same farm today.

The MF130 tractors did not share the 
same popularity or reliability. The early 
problems were poor steering lock, excessive 
brake wear, poor starting and lack of power. 
Modifications were made to the steering on 
all the early tractors but the other problems 
remained, hence the low sales.

New tractors were being sold in ever 
increasing numbers and the workshop staff 
increased to 10 fitters and apprentices. 3 
store men, 3 salesman and a wagon driver. 
Loading and unloading wagons carrying 
tractors, loaders, spreaders, discs, cabs and 
all the other numerous machines became a 
full time job. The stores were also 
increasingly busy, stocking all the various 
spares, not just Ferguson and MF parts but 
Howard, Vicon, Kidd, Class, Lister and 
many more. During the harvest and silage 
times queues of customers would form 
early morning for the various spares needed 
to keep their machines working.

A great deal of the repair work was done 
on the farm in those days. As soon as an 
apprentice passed his driving test he would 
be expected to go out with the van and his 
tools to the various jobs. There was a great 
deal of the routine service work, as every 
new tractor had 2 free services. The 
foreman would try to spread these jobs out 
a little as it became boring doing the same 
job -  day in, day out. Going out to service 
a new tractor was never straightforward. 
There always seemed to be a fault or two, 
for instance, fuel leaks, oil leaks, lights out 
etc., Nearly all the early MF135s leaked 
the oil out of the steering box, due to the 
gasket creeping in, and this was not a five 
minute job. I remember a few MF135s and 
MF165s blocking the first fuel filter within 
the first 5 hours of work. This was due to 
MF changing their fuel pipe supplier. The 
new supplier coated the inside of the pipes 
with preservative. The fuel washed the pre
servative into the first filter which blocked 
and stopped the tractor.

More workshop problems next time.
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Big M assey  Ferguson to the rescue
Tracy Wilkinson

The place -  Masham Steam Rally -  date. 
Saturday 16th July. Roger Wilkinson is 
quietly exhibiting his rack bench which he 
had transported there on his 22 foot low 
loader pulled by the 1200 Massey Ferguson.

This actually proved to be quite 
fortuitous as it was soon discovered that 
the tractor pulling the water bowser for the 
steamers was a little small for the task.

So it was a case of who’s got a big tractor 
on the field, big enough to cope and that 
would be there all weekend? Well there 
was only one answer really wasn't there, so 
a delegation paid a visit to the Wilk and 
hay presto, a big red Massey Ferguson is 
pulling a big red bowser.

It did its duty faithfully all day Saturday 
even going up to Masham market place 
early in the evening following all the 
steamers up there where they have a bit of

a gathering, quietly sitting in a comer like 
a sentinel watching over its charges before 
going back after them to the rally field.

Sunday dawned very much the same 
with the MF1200 patiently waiting for the 
call to go on duty. Everything was 
proceeding the same as Saturday, fill a 
steamer move on to another when suddenly 
Cannon who had been driving all weekend, 
stepped out of the cab to hear something 
that didn’t sound quite right. Apparently 
nobody had seen this larger than life man 
move so fast in his life as he did to reach in 
and turn off the engine.

Oh dear.

There was rather a lot of oil on the 
radiator and down one of the side panels. 
The oil cooler pipe had split. Roger and his 
dad Arthur were quickly found and 
surveyed the damage. A new pipe was
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needed to be acquired 
and this Roger 
managed to do with 
the help of Halls 
Haulage in Masham.

In no time at all the 
new pipe was 
attached and they 
resumed their rounds 
for the rest of the day 
until the last steamer 
had been serviced and 
the MF1200 hauled 
the low loader and 
rack bench home.

Roger pulled in, 
turned off the engine, 
patted the bonnet 
(taking care to miss 
the oil) and one half 
the 2 large Massey 
Fergusons would live 
to trundle another day.

I N G  I T

FULL R A N G E  OF P A R T S  S T O C K E D  FO R  
TE 20, 35, & 65 T R A C T O R S  

A L S O  P A R T S  FO R F E R G U SO N  IM P LEM EN T S

Contact Bob (Ex. Brian Dunn) who has over 40 years 
experience with Massey -  Ferguson Tractors

All Parts Available By Mail Order

Unit 38, Hartlebury Trading Estate, Hartlebury, Nr. Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire, DY10 4JB 

Tel: 01299 250174 Fax: 01299 251752 
e-mail: apb@dircon.co.uk
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M assey  Ferguson Jargon
J Chris Clack

The article regarding the MFllOO tractor 
featured in the Summer 2005 Journal was 
of particular interest to me as during my 
time as a demonstrator with Massey 
Ferguson. I drove the very tractor shown 
on page 25 -  registration number KWK 
990F(1968 model).

This tractor was best suited to semi- 
mounted equipment using the linkage 
‘intermix’ system (a combination of draft 
and position control), in fact I travelled 
extensively with this tractor and a 6 furrow 
MF86 plough demonstrating across the UK 
in the early 1970s. However, the tractor 
shown in the colour photo is an imported 
model, probably from 
N. America or Canada, 
but could not be from 
1956 as the MFllOO 
tractor was only 
produced in the late 
1960s early 1970s.
Studying the two photos 
you will notice that the -■ -
UK specification model ^
has headlights and 
sidelights to conform to UK legislation, 
there are no lights or holes for them in the 
rear fenders (the fenders are different with 
a number plate bracket attached) and just 
discernible by the side of Dick 
Dowdeswell driving the tractor is a large 
handbrake lever, again only specified for 
the UK market. Similarly a UK tractor had 
narrower front tyres for ploughing and no 
protruding stubs on the rear axle.

An area of concern to me that appears to 
be creeping in to all aspects of reference to 
Massey Ferguson is the use of the 
shortened ‘Americanisation’ singular word 
‘Massey’ (even in the Ferguson Journall). 
Please, can we slop this jargon and 
remember that the inclusion of Ferguson in 
the name is of paramount importance, 
particularly as all things Massey Ferguson

encompass the Ferguson System and I feel 
it is a great dishonour to not include the 
great mans name when associated with 
products and services that eminate from 
that great global company.

On a similar note, why do we see so 
many Ferguson & MF tractors now fitted 
with black vertical exhausts? A black 
enamel silencer was first used on the 
MF500 series cab tractors where the 
exhaust came out of the bonnet and there 
were good technical reasons for this. 
Anything previous to this (except the 
MF1200 & MFl 100/1080 tractors) had a 
white silencer following the great tradition 

set by the TE20 in this 
respect. Again, I feel 
that using a black 
version would greatly 
disturb Harry Ferguson 
were he alive today and 
I personally find these 
offensive to his 

—'' principles and 1 trust
^  that the Ferguson Club

Members are in 
agreement with me on this (although some 
members have them fitted) — keep your 
tractors looking original, why spend a lot 
of money on other genuine parts of the 
tractor only to ruin it’s looks with a non 
standard silencer!

Just a technical note, many references 
are made to ‘vineyard’ tractors when in fact 
they are fruit or orchard tractors. A 
vineyard tractor is no more than a metre 
overall width including rear tyres and a 
true Ferguson/MF Vineyard tractor has the 
linkage control quadrant between the 
operators legs, as there is insufficient room 
between the seat and the offside rear 
fender. Very few vineyard tractors are to be 
found in the UK for obvious reasons, even 
the Reekie ‘Berry’ TE20 conversion was 
not a true vineyard specification.
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A Tale of Two TE20s
Harold Esson

On July 14th 1994. 1 bought an old joiner- 
shop, called Midbigging, next door to 
where I live. This building was always 
synonymous with the name ‘Linklater" and 
it had been a thriving business during the 
last decade of the 1900s and the first thirty 
or so years of last century.

Two of the Linklater sons. John and 
Thomas (always known as Johnny and 
Tammie), started a joinery business, which 
expanded greatly over the years. Midbigging 
must have been a magical place in its heyday 
as it was possible to buy almost anything 
under the sun -  wood, nails, screws, paint, 
varnish, creosote, petrol, paraffin, oil, 
sweets, patent medicines, ammunition, 
boots and shoes, leather (bend), and all 
kinds of boot and shoe repairing requisites -  
the list was endless. They also sold animal 
feeding-stuff and grass seed, and often took 
eggs, oats, hay and crop in payment for

goods sold. A ledger found in the building, 
dating from between 1913 and 1920. 
illustrates this and also recorded the 
following: '13 August 1914 -  To hire of iron 
shed for use as a urinal at the Dounby Show', 
£ / -5l6d.' They were obviously hiring out 
‘portaloos’ over ninety years ago!

When I bought the building it had fallen 
into disrepair: it had a ‘see-through’ 
corrugated iron roof, allowing free access 
to a flock of pigeons, and the windows 
were all either broken or boarded-up. 
Among the bits of binders and balers (and 
guano), there were the back-ends of two 
TE20s, which I also acquired. I got a bit of 
a surprise one evening the late Norman 
Shearer was visiting, when he rubbed the 
plate on the dash of one to reveal ‘TE20 
205’. As there were only 315 TE20s made 
that year. I took some photographs and sent 
them to George Field, who was able to say

Some of the remains ofTElO 205 in 'as found' condition.
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The other TE20 showing the studs on top o f the gearbox.
that, at the time, TE20 205 was the fourth 
oldest tractor in the country.

But the other ‘remains’ is more of a 
mystery. The steering column and dash are 
missing and a search of the surrounding 
‘debris’ revealed nothing. However, I have 
been told that this is from an even earlier 
tractor, as the gearbox cover had been held 
on with studs and nuts. From an assembly 
line point of view, this would make sense.

Why screw home studs, place on the cover 
and then screw on and torque down the 
nuts, when you could simply place the 
cover in position and insert and tighten 
down set-screws?

There is another feature that is different 
from TE20 205 and my own 1950 TEA20. 
On the left-hand side of the gearbox is a 
square, protruding area that comes quite a 
way up the side (see below). This tapers away
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to nothing on the other two (see below). I was 
once told that this extra space inside the 
gearbox was to allow extra gears for four- 
wheel drive, but it must have been 
discontinued very early in the production run.

I also found two engine blocks which 
must have come off these tractors. They are 
Z120 17660 and Z120 22018. A number 
plate was also found among the debris -

BS2573. BS was the registration letters for 
Orkney at that time and this number tallies 
with the year 1946. A previous owner of the 
building that I bought met his death 
tragically in 1984 and there is no-one around 
at the present day who can shed light on 
where these two tractors came from in the 
first instance. All I know is that he certainly 
didn’t purchase them new. I look forward to 
hearing readers’ comments on the above.

RON GREET (DEVON)
Can supply new and used spares for Ferguson 

and Massey Ferguson from the TE20 to the 6000. (1946-2000)

Daily Despatch using Interlink

Tel: 01803 812269 Fax: 01803 813613
e-mail info@rongreet.co.uk

Hours of business: Monday to Friday Sam to 6pm. Saturday Sam to 12.30pm.
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W ales Ploughing Cham pionships
Basil George

The All Wales Ploughing Match and Fencing 
Championships were staged at the Bodorgan 
Estate on Anglesey, by kind permission of 
Sir George Meyrick and family on the 
weekend of 24 September 2005.

The weather conditions were good, with 
rain the night before, a clear day for the 
ploughing and rain coming in late evening 
when all was finished. The soil conditions 
were sandy soil with the odd large stone 
coming up from time to time.

The running of the event was in my 
opinion first class with a good entry in all 
classes. The Class 1 winner for Semi 
Digger -World Style was won by that well 
known champion from Mid Wales, Mr 
Evan Watkins of Cefn Coch Inn, Cefncoch. 
Welshpool. Powys. Competitors were 
drawn from a wide area of the U.K. and 
Ireland with a large number of ME and 
TE20 tractors being seen on the field. For 
the first time in its 46 years there was a 
class for the Ferguson TE20s and it was 
listed in the programme as “Class 9 TE20 
& Standard Ferguson Plough (no 
modifications)". The prize money was 
£50-£40-£30-£20, sponsored by Massey 
Ferguson. I did note that the front furrow 
adjustment handle was in use.

There were five entries in this class and it 
was nice to see that at the presentation of 
trophies all those taking part were in the 
prize list, fourth placing being split. The list 
of those taking part listed in order of merit: 
winner William H.Williams from Amlwch. 
Anglesey model TED20; Gwynfor Parry 
Llagernwy, Abergele, Conwy. TEF20; 
Robert Godfrey. Hawarden, Flintshire. 
TEF20; Sion Williams. Pwllheli, Gwynedd 
TEA20 and John Handscomb, Drefach. 
Carmarthen TEF20. The standard of 
ploughing in the Fergy class was good and 
the tractors were turned out and running 
well. It would be nice to see a few from 
over the border entering in 2006.

The number of MF tractors on the field 
were in good condition, a couple worthy of 
mention were Daniel Sharp (No.34) from 
Carmarthen with his MF35 and Ransome 
two furrow, one of the best looking MF35s 
on the field. Griff Jones. (No.36) from 
Gwynedd with his MF65 and Ransome. 
Another MF65 which was indeed a clean 
looking tractor driven by Gareth Jones 
(No.38) of Pwllheli with a KV plough. I 
noted David Gould (No,56) from Crewe on 
his TEF20 and a Ransome plough being 
assisted by his dog. I didn't get its name 
but it stayed on the seat all day. In the 
Vintage Hydraulic class 6 Anthony Bradley 
(No.80) Monmouthshire driving his MF35 
TVO. In class 7 the High Cut ploughing. 
John Milnes (No.87) from Sheffield came 
into 3rd place with his MF35.

This year 1 missed my long time friend 
Mr Cyril Creasey a well-known and 
respected judge of ploughing, who I hear 
has not had the best of health of late, I wish 
him well for the future.

Cyril and I go back many years and in the 
spring of 1948 (when we were a lot 
younger) I was working as a tractor driver 
for the Tythegstone Estate in Glamorgan 
and Cyril worked for the late Mr Fred 
Sheppard a tenant farmer on the estate. On 
this particular spring morning Cyril was 
ploughing in a small field opposite Stormy 
Down where I had turned up at around 
8.00am to start to plough an eight acre 
field. I was driving at that time an Allis 
Chalmers Model W-F. with a three furrow 
semi digger trailer Oliver plough. Cyril had 
a single furrow horse plough (could have 
been a Ransome) and a two horse power 
team. The field that Cyril was ploughing 
had a rock or two in it (to say the least) and 
every time I looked across, he was either 
six foot in the air or fighting to hang on to 
the handles of the plough. We were about 
the same age at the time (we still are!) and
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Geynfor Parry on his TEF20.
both fit, but my sence of humour on that 
particular day was in a far better state of 
play than my friend with the two horse 
power unit. I went like a bat out of hell and 
by night-fall, having worked a good ten 
hours, finished the field but for the last turn 
around the headland. My friend on the other 
hand had lost loads of sweat {and temper) 
and had completed about a half acre.

Some days later I was stopped on the 
road by Mr Sheppard who informed me 
that I was the cause of him having to buy a 
new tractor, as Cyril had given him an 
ultimatum - that if he didn’t purchase a 
tractor and plough, he would have to look 
for another ploughman. “This was”, as Mr 
Sheppard put it, ’’because of your nonsense 
the other day when you ploughed that eight 
acre field!” All said in good humour (1 
think). A David Brown Cropmaster and 
two furrow plough was purchased within 
days. It wasn’t long before Cyril, who had 
proved himself as a champion with horses, 
was then on the way to being a top class 
ploughman with tractors. I’m pleased to 
report that Cyril and Fred were together for

the rest of Mr Sheppard’s life. So the moral 
of this story must be, it may be that the 
clever fellow across the road appears to be 
taking the rise out of you today, but 
tomorrow he’s on your side!

John Milnes on his MF35.
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Horses to Horse Power
Gary Anderson

It’s not easy being famous, having to be the 
star of the show. In fact for a small grey 
tractor it a very nerve racking experience, 
especially when you are surrounded by 
equipment and horses covering over 100 
years of farming. You see this year, well 
actually just one day, September 10th 
2005. I was asked to represent the era of 
mechanisation in farming, at the Henley on 
Thames Agricultural Show.

I am a TEA20 with Ferguson conversion 
to TVO. bom in 1950 and registered as 
EFE 50. At first I was a little hesitant, after 
all I am over 55 years old now and showing 
my age, although I do try to keep myself 
regularly greased and oiled. But when I 
heard that this display was the main event 
at this years show. I couldn’t afford to let 
my fans down.

With some phone calls from my owner 
and some willing supporters from the Bucks,

Berks and Oxon Fergie fraternity it soon 
became clear that we would have a good 
selection of Fergusons and implements. The 
organisers were keen to have as wide a range 
of implements as possible and to show the 
public how versatile us machines were, both 
then and now.

The big day soon came and donning my 
30cwt trailer and banana loader as the 
accessory for my red carpet entrance, we 
wound our way through the beautiful lanes 
of the Chiltern countryside. Whilst the 
BBC weathermen seemed to have poured 
grey sludge over their new fangled weather 
map the night before and had forecast a 
miserable rainy day, their high tech 
equipment had clearly failed and we were 
greeted with blue sky and bright sun. (They 
should have stuck to the plastic sun and 
Velcro clouds, at least then us tractors 
knew whether to use the Ki-gass or not of 
a morning!)

Me, EFE 50 next to the huge CLAAS Lexion 
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Anyway, I digress. The day was fine and 
the mood jolly as the exhibits arrived at the 
show and my fellow tractors took the line 
up in the vintage section. Four TEF20s, a 
TED20. TEA20 and 2 Massey Ferguson 
35s took their places amongst an array of 
David Brown. Nuffield, Ford, and even a 
Titan tractor. Our range of Ferguson 
implements included a transport box. 2 
furrow plough, low volume sprayer, 
fertilizer spinner and cordwood saw.

With the Ferguson Club Flag blowing in 
the breeze it was an impressive sight and 
soon we were inundated with interested 
people both young and the not so young 
admiring the fantastic engineering of Harry 
Ferguson.

Then came my big moment: with the 
sound of the announcer ringing in my 
pistons, I chugged through the crowds, and 
duly took my place behind some of the 
most famous farming equipment 
manufactured in the last century.

What an incredible sight it was, to see 
heavy horses pulling seed drills alongside 
some of the largest and most sophisticated 
farming equipment money can buy. Oh and 
me of course, my 30cwt trailer gleaming in 
the sunlight, banana loader aloft with hay 
bale being followed by a CLAAS Lexion,

one of the most powerful combine 
harvesters in the world.

With the crowds cheering the festival 
finished with the Grand Parade. Us Fergies 
started the procession of over 50 vintage 
tractors and classic vehicles followed by 
the winners of the Best in Show cattle, 
sheep, horses, goats and alpacas. One well 
endowed bull nearly grabbed the crowd’s 
attention off us Fergies for a moment when 
it took a fancy to a rather odd looking 
purple blow-up cow, but it didn't last long 
and we able to leave the ring to thunderous 
applause from the crowds... well at least 1 
thought it was thunderous until 1 realised it 
really, really was thunderous!. The 
heaven’s suddenly opened, the lightening 
cracked and the rain began to lash down.

However the spirits weren’t dampened 
(aided a little by our local friends from 
Brakspears brewery!) and the crowds 
continued to enjoy what can only be 
described as a fantastic British summer's 
day. It really was great to see all my fellow 
Fergies from the area at the show and look 
forward to seeing them again next year.

If you want to join in the fun. then ask 
your owner to contact me or the Ferguson 
Club www.fergusonclub.com for a similar 
event near you.

Swiss member Urs 
Bereuter proudly 
displays the carved 
wooden plaque he 
received to celebrate 
his 50th birthday. 
Urs's beautifully 
restored Continental 
engined TE20 is 
decorated with carved 
wooden sheaths 
containing stalks o f 
wheat. These sheaths 
were traditionally 
used in Switzerland to 
hold honing stones for 
sharpening scythes.
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Ploughing report from Herefordshire 2005
Ian Richings

The Ferguson Club now takes part in four 
matches in the area, where there are 
Ferguson only classes. The societies are 
Llwarne. Llangattock, Wormside and 
Ledbury. This is twice as many as we have 
taken part in previously and we are looking 
to get more in the future.

There is now a Ferguson Club 
championship shield which is awarded to 
the competitor scoring the most points in 
the current 4 matches. The season for the 
shield runs from the 1st of January to the 
31st of December. This means that the 
shield is competed for over the spring of 
one ploughing season and the autumn of 
the next. This makes it easier for our 
ploughing organiser Iain Ferguson to tally 
up the scores.

The competition for the shield was 
spread over 4 matches with varying 
weather and soil conditions. The first 
match at llanwarne was wet to say the 
least.The water was running down the 
furrows as well as running through the 
ploughmen. The rain became much heavier 
when the ploughing was finished. Whilst 
we were eating lunch the water started 
running through the marquee about 2" 
deep. It must have been very difficult to 
judge the overall appearance of the 
ploughing.

Things improved for the next match at 
Llangattock - the weather was fine but the 
ground was hard. At this match they were 
celebrating 60 years since the original 
“Plough to Victory” of the Second World 
War. It was an interesting day as there were 
displays of all things connected with the 
war. It was more like a country show. This 
was the first match that the chairman took 
part in, he wasn't very successful. When 
things don’t go so well, one has to treat it 
as another days practice.

The next ploughing match was the 
Wormside Society’s event which took

place on the 1st of October. The weather 
was again kind to us with big black clouds 
going around the hills in the background. 
The ground was dry and hard again but it 
was not as bad as 2 years ago when it was 
nearly impossible to get the plough into the 
soil. The next day we moved on to the 
Ledbury Society’s match in the shadow of 
the Malvern Hills. This was a spectacular 
site for the match. Again the weather was 
good to us but unfortunately the soil 
conditions were again dry and hard. This 
was the day I managed to get my opening 
split right! That was as far as it went: the 
rest of it was not so good. That's the end of 
the first year ploughing for the Ferguson 
Championship Shield.

The shield was presented to the Club 
by Mr lain Ferguson and received by the 
chairman Mr Ian Richings. It will be 
ploughed for annually. We hope that in 
years to come there will be more matches 
in the championship. The photograph in the 
centre of the shield was taken by Mr David 
Beare. The first winner of the shield was 
Mr Harry Carter who presented with the 
trophy by Mrs Vanessa Richings.

Vanessa Richings with Harry Carter, first 
winner o f the Ferguson championship shield.
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The results of the matches were as follows:

Llanwarne 1st Mr K Williams 125 points 
2nd Mr H Carter 94 points 
3rd Mr I Ferguson 71 points 
4th Mr N White 70 points

Llan^attock 1st Mr H Carter 103 points 
2nd Mr G Taylor 92 points 
3rd Mr 1 Ferguson 75 points 
4th Mr F Mere 76 points

Wormskle 1st Mr H Carter 110 points 
2nd Mr K Williams 107 
3rd Mr I Ferguson 87 points 
4th Mr G Taylor 85 points

Ledbury 1st Mr K Williams 87 points 
2nd Mr H Carter 85 points 
3rd Mr B Poole 73 points 
4th Mr G Taylor 66 points

Championship 1st Mr H Carter 392 points 
2nd Mr K Williams 319 points 
3rd Mr G Taylor 302 points

Horse ploughing at Ledbury which the 
TE20 took over from.

The opening split at Ledbury. 
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History of a FE35
Brian, Craig and Matthew Donald

On the 14th and 15th of May we, that is my 
Dad (Brian), Brother (Matthew), and 
myself (Craig) Member No:4448 and my 
Granda No:4449. attended the BA Stores 
Vintage Working Weekend at BA Stores 
near Dunecht. With us we brought our 
restored 1957 FE35 Grey and Gold which 
we restored over the Winter and early 
Spring months. At the rally we met our 
Area Representative Mr Bob Lindsay who 
suggested that we should try to find out 
about the tractor’s history.

So far we know that it worked on a farm 
near Peterhead for many years, owned by a 
Mr Cruickshank who now lives in 
Mintlaw. But in its latter days lay in a shed 
for a number of years. It was then bought 
by a couple living near Mintlaw who 
bought it with the view to restoring it. My 
Granda met the owner through work who 
knew of his interest in vintage tractors.

In August 2004 we collected the tractor 
and brought it home for restoration. At this

stage it was in quite a state of disrepair but 
after many hours of scraping and stripping 
down we were able to start reassembling the 
tractor. The engine didn’t need much work 
and we were advised to leave it alone so 
long as it started well. We began painting 
and reassembling the tractor in about 
January/February 2005. We tried to use most 
of its original parts but some of these, 
especially the wings and seat, were full of 
rust and holes and were beyond repair. After 
some more work we were ready to take the 
tractor to its first outing (BA Stores).

We think that the serial number of the 
tractor is 43212 and the original Registration 
number is OAV 164. We also know that it 
was sold by Jack Olding of Bucksburn on 
31st December 1957. We would like to 
appeal to any members who might have any 
information about the history of the tractor 
to come forward. If anyone has any 
information please reply through our area 
representative Mr Bob Lindsay.

The FE35 when she arrived to the Donalds home. 
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The FE35 at her first Rally at BA Stores near Diinecht May 2005

2 4  &  2 5  J U N E  2 0 0 6  
f .  H U L L A V I N G T O N  

• W I L T S H I R E
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Help required for Dashboard Plate
Bert Van de Kamp

Can Members of the Ferguson Club help 
me regarding a brass nameplate I have seen 
on a tractor at a farm mechanisation 
Company in Putten, Netherlands.

The Tractor is a TEF20 serial 
No.394644. 1 think it is a secondhand 
import to Holland fitted with an aluminium 
plate from Hima. 6 Leidschendam. My 
MF35X multi-power has an import plate of 
the importer Brimhmamm-Niemeyer. 
Maybe this plate on the TEF is more 
common in England. I send a picture of the 
plate for anyone out there to help me with 
this problem.

Thanks for producing a great magazine I 
look forward to receiving my copy in 
Holland.

Stop press to the Archives
John Groves

A new and long awaited publication landed 
on our doorstep a few days ago. This work 
has taken Andrew Boorman nearly a 
decade to compile, and is in my view the 
most comprehensive data on Ferguson and 
early MF publications ever produced. The 
publication consists of 60 pages in A4 
landscape format. Covering all the 
publication Literature that has come to 
light by the end of October 2005, including

machinery code numbers and a few pages 
o f explanation of how they were numbered.

This publication is a must for those 
interested in collecting Ferguson and early 
MHF literature, and gets to grips with 
machinery code numbers. A good 
Christmas or New Year present at only 
£11.50 including postage from. Andrew 
Boorman. 90 Cowslip Hill. Letchworth. 
Herts. SG6 4EX Telephone 01462 683372.

Outer Hebrides, the place to find Fergies
Roger Adams

On a recent walking holiday in the Outer 
Hebrides I saw more TE20s and MF35s in 
the crofts of Lewis and Harris than I have

The tractors condition ranged from very 
smart indeed to totally derelict, and there 

seemed to be a fair amount of original 
implements still in use.



Aluminium Bonnets
John Baber

The following article has been reproduced 
from The Ferguson Club Journal, volume 
4. No.2, Summer/Autumn 1990.

The use of aluminium alloys in production 
Ferguson tractors originated in the ‘A’ made 
during the years 1936/9. Principally this 
metal was used for the radiator and 
transmission housing. Problems with this 
material in operation resulted in greater use 
of alloy steels for main components as is 
evident on the 9N tractor. However in styling 
the 9N. under the personal attention of both 
Harry Ferguson and Henry Ford, (and later 
with the TE20) aluminium continued to find 
a place. The original prototypes of the 9N had 
an angular shaped hood (similar to an Allis 
B) incorporating a simple wire mesh grille in 
front of the radiator. Ferguson and Ford, it is 
said, decided to improve on this and certainly 
what ensued was more in keeping with the 
car and truck styling of that period just prior 
to World War 2. Indeed many have described 
the 9N and TE20 styling as timeless. The first 
four thousand 9N hood top assemblies were 
in cast aluminium along with the radiator 
grill. Subsequently the hoods were 
constructed of heavy gauge sheet steel with 
only the radiator grille in cast but still 
retaining the horizontal slats in the familiar 
style of the later TE20s. These cast 
components suffered the severe disadvantage 
however of shattering into small pieces on 
impact and even the grille was subsequently 
discontinued by 1941. All 9N/2N tractors 
from then on were fitted with the more 
familiar vertical bar steel grill, a style 
retained by Ford to the end of 8N production 
in 1952. It is now possible to obtain in the 
U.S.A. a grille made to the same specification 
as the early horizontal slat types so that 
anyone wishing to restore an early 9N can 
achieve the original authentic look. When the 
Ferguson TE20 went into production at 
Coventry, England, it was at a time of severe 
shortage of raw materials. The fact that Harry 
Ferguson was able to obtain, once again.

sufficient materials even to start production 
was in itself a consider able feat. With steel 
supply very short, aluminium was again used 
for some TE20 bonnets during 1947 and 
onwards into the early 1950s. Some bonnets 
can be found with only the side panels in 
alloy, others having almost all panels of alloy 
but with extra bracing to cope with their 
inherent weakness. Such side panels have a 
set of small rivets set about halfway along the 
length of the upper portion where it attaches 
to the bonnet top. These rivets hold extra 
strengthening pieces inside and also enable 
one to identify the material from which the 
bonnet is constructed. The fact that an 
aluminium hood does not rust is an obvious 
advantage to restorers but it is not very 
resistant to tearing and if stretched is difficult 
to repair to its original form without the use 
of filler. In this day and age the advent of 
inert gas welding has made the job of 
repairing aluminium alloy much easier of 
course. It seems that even as late as 1952 
there were still difficulties with the supply of 
steel as the following extract from an original 
Ferguson Service Bulletin shows:

Harry Ferguson Ltd., Coventry,
Service Bulletin No. 42. Cont. Sheet 2, 
September 1952.

To All Main Dealers.
Item 4, Hood Assemblies. Material Con 
session. All Tractors Except TEF20.

Object - To conserve supplies of sheet steel.
Advice - When spare hood assemblies are 

required, all Dealers are asked to co-operate 
in a policy of ordering and fitting aluminium 
alloy assemblies to the carburettor engined 
tractors, reserving steel assemblies for the 
diesel tractor, which has to withstand heavier 
vibration and justifies the use of stronger 
metal.

Aluminium alloy assemblies are identified 
by the stiffening plate rivets at the top centre 
of the side panels.
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Merchandise

Ferguson Club T ies........................................................................................................... £10.00
Baseball Caps Blue (Ferguson Club Logo)......................................................................£9.50
Ski Hats (Ferguson Club Logo)....................................................................................... £8.50
Ferguson A (Ferguson Brown) Oil Filter Transfer.......................................................  £3.00
Air Cleaner Fuel Tank Transfer for T E 20.....................................................................  £2.50
Ferguson Implement Transfer.......................................................................................... £3.25
Aluminium Plaque (C lub)..................................................................................................£3.50
Reproduction Implement Plate inc. rivets.....................................................................  £4.00
Ferguson Club Pin badge (Silver, Gold or B lue)............................................................ £3.00
Ferguson Price List Leaflet..............................................................................................  £1.00
Kitchen Clock (Ferguson Club Logo)...................................................  £9.95 + £4.00 p&p
Ford Ferguson Tea Towel...................................................................................................£3.50
Ford Ferguson P.V.C A pron.............................................................................................  £5.50
Ferguson Club cards 5 (Hammer M ill)............................................................................ £2.00
Ferguson Club cards 5 (No Bonnet)...............................................................................  £2.00
Ferguson Club cards 5 (Barn).......................................................................................... £2.00
Ferguson Club cards 5 (Seasons Greetings).................................................................... £2.00
Tractor Print Farm Yard Scene (in tube)...............................................  £15.00 + £1.00 p&p
DVDA^ideo “Ferguson Tractors” ............................................................. £15.95 + £1.50 p&p
“Ferguson on the Farm” Part 1, 2 & 3 .................................................... £15.95 + £1.50 p&p
Club Badges woven........................................................................................................... £3.00
System Badges woven....................................................................................................... £3.00
LTX B ook........................................................................................................................... £4.00
Inventor & Pioneer (Colin Fraser)..........................................................  £9.95 + £1.50 p&p
Harry Ferguson Tribute...................................................................................................... £3.00
Ferguson Tractor Story (S Gibbard)...................................................... £19.95 + £2.00 p&p
Photograph albums, holds 36 standard size prin ts.......................................................... £4.95
Journal Binders to hold 9-12 journals
in grey with blue Ferguson Club logo .......................................  £4.95 + £1.00 p&p for one
....................................................................................................................... £1.60 p&p for two
M ugs...........................................................................................................  £3.95+ £2.00 p&p
New Prosperity Leaflet.....................................................................................................  £1.00
Tractor Cover in Heavy Duty Green Canvas with Eyelets.................  £50.00 + £6.00 p&p
Tractor Cover with Headlight Pocket......................................................£58.00 + £6.00 p&p
Replica Lucas Battery Covers (sold in Grey Prim er).................£60.00 each + £4.00 p&p
o r ......................................................................................... £110.00 for the pair + £7.50 p&p

Cheques must be in £ sterling and payable to “The Ferguson Club”.
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Area Merchandise Sa le s Locations

Wales Lincolnshire Sus.sex
Mr Merlys Lewis Mr John Jefferies Mr Tony Patten
The Cottage 4 Vicarage Close 13 Bedford Road
Twyn-Gwyn Farm Holbeach St. Johns Hastings
Penygam Spalding East Sussex
Pontepool, Gwent Lines TN35 5JA
NP4 8TU PE12 8RS Tel: 01424 444910
Tel: 01495 763540 Tel: 01406 540246

Devon
Scotland Gloucestershire Mr Harold Beer
Mr Bob Lindsay Mr Ian Richings Great Shortridge Farm
Waulkmill Croft 238 Brooklyn Road Warkleigh
Parkhill, Newmachar Cheltenham Umberleigh
Aberdeenshire Gloucestershire North Devon
AB21 7NY GL51 SEA EX37 9DD
Tel: 01224 722518 Tel: 01242 574830 Tel: 01769 540678

When ordering merchandise, please contact Ian Richings first to 
make sure that stock is available, before sending your cheque:

Ian Richings
238 Brooklyn Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL51 SEA

Tel: 01242 574830

Ferguson Brown 
Tractor Parts, 
Wings, New 
Castings, 
Radiator, Code 
Nameplate Made 
by David Brown 
Tractor Ltd, 
Huddersfield,

Winstead, Gran’

Manifold, 
Exhausts, Filter 
Bowls, Wheels, 

Caps, 
Steering Wheel, 
Seat, Tool Box, 

Control Quadrant, 
Brakeshoe and 

Lining,
Head Gasket -  Copper,
Hubb Caps, Foot Rest, 

etc, etc.

FERGUSON BROWN
TRACTOR PARTS WANTED AND LITERATURE

TELEPHONE/FAX: 01476  550393 MOBILE: 07968  157986
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Classified Advertisem ents
FOR SALE

FE35 for Sale
Petrol red and grey 1962. Two owners, 
mechanically very sound, tin work original only 
needs painting. Well maintained throughout

£1,500 ono 
James Mac-Adams

Hollybush Villa. Longfield Road 
Longfield Hill, Kent DA3 7AP 

Tel: 01474 703149 Mobile: 07759 598920

Implements for Sale
Ferguson Fore End Loader to fit TEF
90% complete tap and pipes needed and 
welding repairs. £75

H B Taylor
Beckley, Rye. East Essex TN31 6RU 

Tel: 017972 260293

TE20 Push off Dung Bucket for Sale 
Requires some repairs otherwise complete with 
springs and ram. Also shovel bucket.
Plus some other parts. Offers

Kenneth V Bryant 
‘Clevedon’, Dean Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, 
Kent DA13 OBS Tel: 01474 813196

Implements for Sale
Ferguson Rear-Mounted Finger Bar Mower
Fair working condition, complete except for one 
drive belt. £80 ono

Roger Adams 
The Old Vicarage, Compton Dundon 

Somerton, Somerset TAll 6PE 
Tel: 01458 272324

TED for Sale
1949 very clean unrestored condition. No leaks 
or drips, tin work very good, instant hydraulics, 
good oil pressure. This tractor has had very 
little work, as is indicated by its overall 
condition and working parts. £700
ALSO
2F Semi-Digger Plough 
2F 12" General Purpose Plough

Plough points new-old stock
Jack A-TE70 / Dowty Tip Pipe
Lucas Cyclops Headlight
All in good order, interested, have a haggle.

J R French
Five Bridges Farm, Cullompton, Devon EX 15 1QY

Tel: 01884 35825

Massey Ferguson 711 Potato Harvester
(Bagger model) in good working condition. 
Elevator available if buyer requires one.

Merlys Lewis
Tel: 01495 763540

WANTED
24" Wheels as fitted to vineyard model.
Help regarding hours recorder. Dynamo drive 
part missing. Has a member got one, or would 
allow a copy to be made, expenses paid, or 
choose from for sale column.

J R French
Five Bridges Farm. Cullompton. Devon EX 15 1 QY

Tel: 01884 35825

Implement Wanted
Ransomes 2 Furrow Plough for match ploughing.

L Welch
Inglenook, Acklington, Morpeth 

Northumberland NE65 9DD 
Tel: 01670 760430 Mobile: 07974 049399

Ferguson Tractor Reg No. KZ 5298 
Does anyone have information on its location, 
this was my Grandfathers tractor, which he 
bought new. it worked on his farm outside 
Busmills, Northern Ireland. Any info would be 
appreciated.

Bryan Sutherland
3 Pearse Street, Brechin. Angus, Scotland 

Tel: 01356 622835 home 01356 625111 work

If you want to advertise items for sale or wanted, th is is 
_________free to  members of the Ferguson Club

Next Issue
The last date for you to send contributions to the Editor for publication 

in the next issue of the Journal is 1st February 2006.
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Best in Show

Roger Wilkinson with the fruit o f his 
labour from Driffield Steam Rally 
rim by East Riding Engine Club on 
the 13th and 14th of August, this 
year, showing off his winning 
tractor and cup. Nice one Roger.

If Napoleon had had 
Fergies, he’d have won 
the battle of Waterloo!

Mary Wilkinson

Here's a photo o f my daughter Tracy 
and her best friend Angela Bartley 
doing their hit fo r Ferguson Club 
publicity in Belgium at the beginning o f 
October this year. They were walking 
the battlefield o f Waterloo and wore 
their Club fleeces all the way round, 
apparently quite a few people asked 
about the Club and as they had no 
application forms with them they just 
pointed to the website address on the 
back. Here they are at Wellingtons' 
ridge facing down into the valley which 
was the quagmire where the French 
turned and retreated - very wet and 
sticky apparently - no problem to a 
Fergie, good job Napoleon didn't have 
any then!



MASSEY- FERGUSON

X
TRACTOR

More power for the world’s best selling tractor
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