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THE EDITOR’S BIT
Well its that time again! Our AGM, although 

cancelled, is almost upon us, and I have to face 
the members of this Club. Thankfully our 
Journals have gone out on time, so hopefully 
not too much of a rough ride, for me.

I have tried to keep the Journals to a good 
standard with a varied assortment of items, I 
had hoped that more of you, the readers, would 
have provided some notes of your re-builds, 
finds, etc. We all have lots to learn and as more 
of the older Ferguson equipment is turning up 
it would be nice to hear of your finds, with a 
photograph or two.

Being the archivist as well as editor, it came 
as a bit of a shock to me the other day, when I 
received a phone call from a member of this 
club about some old Ferguson material, that he 
had heard about that was coming up for sale. 
Were we interested? Of course I was! Only a 
foolish archivist would turn down the chance of 
archive material. I have said before "We" as a

Club have a long way 
to go before we have a 
good archive.

The shocking part 
of the phone call was 
the amount of material 
on offer 3 pallet loads?
This was well outside 
my "normal" juris
diction, I was in a 
quandary could we 
afford it? Can we store 
it? So a quick call to the executive committee 
was required, permission was given for me to 
go and view, and report back. This was not 
needed in the end as the time scale to view was 
lengthened and I could make a full report to the 
general committee and get the full backing of 
the committee. I have reported the results later 
in the Journal.

Alan Dunderdale
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DEESIDE STEAM & VINTAGE CLUB

ANNUAL RALLY
Saturday & Sunday,

18th & 19th August, 2001

King George V Park, Banchory

The Ferguson Club will be in attendance 

Come and meet the team at our stand

THE OLD TWENTY 
PARTS COMPANY

Your first call for Ferguson & Ford Ferguson 
Most Parts - many original 

Parts for most other makes from 1920 to date 
Send stamped addressed envelope for 

complete list.

Visit our stand at major rallies - send for list 
o f events we attend.

Cavendish Bridge, Shardlow, Derby DE72 2HL

Tel: 01332 792994 & 792698
Fax: 01332 799192

Cross 
Stitch Kits

Cross Stitch 
Tractor TE 20 Kit

Cross Stitch 
30cwt Trailer Kit

£9.75

.........£7.75

Both kits worked on 14 count aida

Please make cheques payable to 
"Joan" and post to:

7 High Street, Holbeach, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 7DU

Postage & Packing included.



The Ferguson Club Spring 2001

Chairman’s Report
I take great pleasure in reporting that the 

Club continues to succeed in all the targets 
and other issues the Executive Committee & 
the General Committee set out at the start of 
the current year. Our membership numbers 
are significantly ahead of what we were at 
this time last year. We confidently expect to 
pass our 1999-2000 figure and this would 
indicate to me that we are on the right track. 
However your General Committee is in no 
way complacent, and plans are being 
discussed and some implemented as soon as 
our funds will allow.

I attended "Newark" and if ever there was 
evidence that "The Ferguson Club" meant 
"business" then I can assure our members 
that those involved in setting up and 
managing our stand deserve my 
congratulations. This event proved to be an 
outstanding success for the Club.

Unfortunately I was unable to attend 
"Lincoln World Ploughing” but it was again a 
success, well done everyone involved.

It has to be said that a few inches of snow 
did not deter 25 members from attending 
"Yorkshire Area Workshop Day" superbly 
organised by John Groves and crew. I 
travelled the short distance from Leeds, but

the event was also supported by those well 
known guys from Anglia/Lines, and of 
course members from the general Yorkshire 
area. My very best thanks go to John, Brian, 
Arnold and not forgetting Ruth and her 
helpers, that lunch was very welcome on 
such a cold and snowy day.

P.S. We are going to have another day at 
John’s place, what do you wish us to 
demonstrate to you? Please contact John 
a.s.a.p.

Finally, I regret to advise you that our 
AGM scheduled for 21st April, 2001 will not 
take place, due to the outbreak of Foot and 
Mouth. Your Executive Committee have been 
keeping a close watch on the spread of this 
terrible disease, and have taken this 
responsible decision, which I am sure will be 
understood by all the membership.

You will be advised later, regarding the 
necessary actions of your Executive 
Committee, in order to ensure that our 
administration and other duties as per the 
Constitution will be upheld in every detail.

In the meantime please use your POSTAL 
VOTE.

Harry Turkington 
(Chairman)

Mrs E M Hewitt - No. 191
Recipe for Preserving Children
Ingredients 
1 Grass-grown field 
1 half-dozen children or more 
Several dogs (and puppies if available)
Brook pebbles to suit 
Method
1. Into field pour children and dogs, allowing 

to mix well.
2. Pour brook over pebbles until slightly frothy
3. When children are nicely brown, cool in 

warm bath.

4. When dry, serve with milk and freshly 
baked gingerbread.

5. Generally will improve with keeping!

The following verse was enclosed in a 
Christmas card sent by an elderly lady. I was 
rather taken by it.

The past is history.
The future is a mystery,
The present is a gift,
Which is why it is called 'The Present".

Mrs E M Hewitt, Cornwall
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Profiles

Peter Small - Fife Area Representative
I was born and brought up in North East Fife where the family 

farmed up until 1987. I consider myself more of an agricultural 
historian rather than any tractor specialist. Indeed my interest 
stems from all the old machinery that was still on the farm when I 
was a boy. Of course there was a grey Fergie complete with 
hydraulic loader, an Austin K4 lorry, numerous implements, a 
Caterpiller D2 and two Case tractors. Some of the implements and 
the later 3 tractors are in my collection today. Old photographs and 
cuttings, tales from my grandparents fuelled my interest.

I left school in 1977 to work at home and attend local agricultural 
college. At the Royal Highland Show that year I bought a book 

called Scottish Country Life by well known historian Alexander Fenton. This book went on to 
push my interest to an even higher level.

The other catalytic event came in 1986 when local tractor guru Jimmy Walker from 
Strathkinness, who had helped foster my interest in old tractors, as well as many other people 
from a young age, invited me to accompany him on an official visit to the Hunday Museum. 
Also on this trip was a certain John Melloy, now area rep for Perthshire. John and I struck up 
an immediate rapport and we have been on the same wavelength ever since. Oh incidently, the 
visit to the museum and to John Moffit's private literature collection have left a lasting 
impression on me also.

I now work as an agricultural contractor to earn my living, but in the past I have been 
involved in television, helping BBC Scotland with the agricultural side of their drama series 
Strathblair amongst others. I write and research the odd article for vintage magazines and I am 
currently working on a book about sugar beet in Scotland. I have staged several exhibitions 
along with John Melloy and was recently involved with the very successful Millennium Farm 
Power's "Century of Farm Power Exhibition". Perhaps putting on a show is my real vocation? 
Td certainly like to do something more interesting than sitting in a tractor seat.

As for the collection, well space has run out. Case DC4, Case CC, Cat D2, DB Cropmaster, 
County Crawler and many dozens of implements, large and small, testify to that. I now collect 
more photo's and literature than the big stuff but Fergusons are well represented with a TED 
20 with Mil loader, several Ferguson System implements and I have recently purchased a 1948 
Ferguson TEA 20 berry tractor. The tractor worked on a fruit farm near Ladybank all its life and 
I am reliably told that it was the first tractor Farmec converted to berry work. It now carries a 
TED engine, when this was fitted I don't know, any information would be gratefully received.

I joined the Ferguson Club a few years back and was immediately impressed by the 
membership, many of whom I met at Scone and subsequently when John and I helped organise 
the 1998 AGM at Cupar. I get just about every vintage magazine published but unreservedly 
think that the Club Journal is by far the best with many broad based agriculturally historical 
articles intelligently written. I hope I can serve the club well and spread its word to the 
enthusiasts in my area.
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John Jeffries - Lincolnshire Area Representative
At the Ferguson Club AGM in Moreton-in-the-Marsh on 26th 

April, 1997 I was appointed the Area Representative for 
Lincolnshire. Prior to being appointed area representative I had 
been a member of the club for a number of years and had been 
actively involved in several of the regional events. I assisted Ian 
Halstead with the Ferguson at Work weekend held in Holbeach St 
Johns and also the Ferguson Challenge in 1995 organised by John 
Popplewell and Ian Halstead.

Since my appointment I have tried to organise area events for 
members but these have not been supported in the way I would 
have hoped. I will continue to try and give my local members
something as those people who have attended events have asked for more. In 1999, my wife 
and I joined several other members and assisted Ian and Anne Halstead at the Bath and West 
Show, we organised the 1999 AGM at Perkins and Holbeach St Johns and during 2000 assisted 
at Tractors 2000 near Newark and the World Ploughing on the Lincolnshire Show Ground.

Hopefully Ian and I will take the Club to Spring-fields in April 2001 and organisers of other 
events have been in touch asking if we will represent the Club at their rallies. I am hopeful of 
holding an area event later in the year so "watch this space".

If you have any ideas about what you would like from your area representative please 
contact me. This is your club and we are always open to suggestions.

Roger Webb - No. 165
Joined the Ferguson Club in the heady days of 1986, rapidly 

becoming fascinated by the TE20 to the extent of spending £500, 
^  I  earmarked for a three piece suite, on a TEF 20, bright yellow and

previously owned by Nottinghamshire County Council. Spouse 
was not too pleased at being deprived of her new furniture but has 
since become quite interested in the grey Fergie and acts as unpaid 
secretary to telephone enquirers seeking advice from the 
representative for Derbyshire and South Yorkshire.

Lives in a village of 1,000 inhabitants and uses his tractor for 
hauling timber and selling logs (£36.00 a tonne, delivered). Local 
farmers and the Estate Company use his services for the removal of 

casualty timber. Is also Tree Warden and Councillor in his parish but does not, of course, use 
his position in either of these two posts to secure an improper advantage.

Uses a third of an acre for growing vegetables. Has ploughs, cultivator etc to assist in this. 
Has supported Ferguson Club throughout, convinced that the action taken by the Executive 
was correct and the route followed since was the right one in order to achieve stability and 
progress.
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Background Information:
Born in 1938.Married 1964, divorced 1976. Remarried 1981. One stepson who lives in Italy 

{partner in scuba diving business). Wife is mental health social worker. Spent 5 years in the 
Royal Air Force. Book published in 1998 entitled 'As You Were'. Currently writing his
memoirs.

Worked as a histologist at the University of Sheffield from 1962 until 1988, retiring at the age 
of 50 and 10 days. Walked Wainwright's 'Coast to Coast' route in 1997/8. Secretary of local 
Footpaths and Bridleways Society. Restores cars and tractors. Delivers 'Meals on Wheels'. Is 
the archtypal house-husband - enjoys cooking, cleaning, gossiping and grumbling.

Ian Miller -
Norfolk (East) Area Representative

Ian Miller - married with one son.

Always been interested in small tractors of his childhood - 
early fifties - trying to collect a few.

Enjoys doing some farmwork with his Fergie and 
participating in tractor runs.

Vintage Tractor Insurance
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

IN DEALING WITH TRACTOR AND FARM INSURANCE

For a competitive quotation and Independent Insurance advice on all your 
Farm & Motor Insurance requirements contact the specialists:-

Harold Woolgar Insurance
35 High Street, Epworth, North Lincolnshire DN9 lEP  

Tel: 01427 873888 (6 lines) or Fax: 01427 873033

Member of the Farmers Independent Insurance Group and FarmWcI? Ltd
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Fuel Tank Repairs
whilst reading a magazine the other day, I 

noticed a small add for POR15 ? Fuel tank 
repair.

There was very little other information, 
except a phone number. As 1 was very 
interested, due to the tank on our FE 35 being 
faulty.

I phoned the company for more 
information: this is their reply: -

"Our Fuel Tank Sealant is manufactured 
by FOR 15m a company in New Jersey.

We have been using this product for some 
years now with the greatest success.

It really has two uses: namely to seal any 
leaks in fuel tanks and to eradicate the age- 
old problem of rust etc getting into the fuel 
line. It actually eliminates the use of fuel 
filters! In order to test the product, we have 
drilled 1/4 " holes in a tank and it even seals 
these!

At present, although this may change very 
soon, we stock 2 sizes of can. The larger for 
tanks up to 14 gallons costs £32.90 delivered 
inclusive of VAT and the smaller for tanks up

to 4 gallons, which costs £22.91 inclusive.

How to use our sealant: Take the vehicle 
tank off and make certain it is clean and dry. 
Open the can giving the sealant a good stir 
and pour the contents in. Then roll the tank 
around until the entire interior surface is 
covered. When this has been accomplished 
drain the residue out and dispose of it. It has 
no shelf life once opened as the reaction 
starts with exposure to the air. Finally let the 
tank dry for 3 or 4 days until the interior is no 
longer tacky. Then off you go! It works fine 
on all steel, aluminium and fibreglass tanks; 
the only exception we have found is plastic, 
which the solution will not adhere to.

We hope to stock a far larger size for 
commercial vehicle size tanks but not for 
several months”

I intend to purchase a can then try it out 
and will report back to you with my results, 
as ours is an old diesel tank this will be a 
good trial for this product. Or can one of you 
give me a test result.

Editor.

Cylinder Repairs

I had a letter from a Club member a few 
weeks ago who has an industrial tractor with 
a faulty master cylinder. He has been 
searching quite sometime for a company or 
someone who could repair the unit. He 
eventually found a company called Past 
Parts who repaired the cylinder. He passed 
the details onto me; I contacted the company 
on your behalf for some details

The company was established 15 yrs ago 
specialising in vintage cars, and have built on 
this with products like clutches, brake parts, 
water pumps and wheel bearings etc.

As those harder to find and obsolete parts 
have increased they have managed to get 
some parts remanufactured, they have a turn 
round of seven days for hydraulic cylinders 
and can sleeve any brake cylinder in stainless 
steel.

If this is of any use to you please phone 
Past Parts on 01284 750240 and quote FTCl, 
as this will incur a 15% discount.

They have a web site www.pastparts.com 
or email them www.restor@pastparts.com

Editor

http://www.pastparts.com
mailto:ww.restor@pastparts.com
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Highland Show
The photos are taken at Dundee 

1949, during prepration for the 
Highland Show. The staff from 
Coventry were sent to prepare 
equipment normally Sid Bryson 
and myself, and we had about 50 
tractors etc to prepare as a large 
number were loaned to Dealers

Photo 1, Shows preparations in 
hand and the slogan was "IT WILL 
PAY YOU TOO - TO FARM WITH 
FERGUSON". And shows the 
Woodsaw and Harrows.

The other photo shows stand 
finished and the tractors on the plinth with 
loader and manure spreader is the TED 20 
TVO, introduced at the show. The person on 
the left is Syd Bryson and the other is Allan 
Harrison - 1 think!

It took the farmers and other users three 
more years to convince Ferguson to offer a 
"Diesel" model the TEF. The site is where the 
present Dundee Airport is located beside the 
River Tay.

The weather was very hot and a cloud of 
dust remained over the site most of the time 
& was very unpleasant.

Local dealers also loaned staff to prepare 
equipment namely Reekie Engineering, Farm 
Mechinisation, Jock Olding etc.

I think the Ferguson Manure Spreader 
was also introduced & being ground driven 
the tyres are reversed. Trevor Knox was Sales 
Manager, so one of the staff played a joke on 
him by rushing to his office and saying that 

the tyres were fitted the 
wrong way around!

Trevor's reactions are not 
printable until he went 
outside have a look himself!

It was a very successful 
show for Ferguson and all 
staff involved had a large 
party at the end.

The host was John Reekie 
at a local Hotel in Arbroath.

John Armstrong 
No. 810
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Journal Welcome to New Members since October 2000
Title Surname County Member No Title Surname County Member No
Mr I Badcock Essex 3278 MrWD Tresidder Cornwall 3312
MrJ Williams Devon 3279 MrDM Hammer CANADA 3314
MrR Friend Kent 3280 mr J S Sowray N Yorks 3315
MrMD Rees Gwent 3281 MrTM Spink N Yorks 3316
John Dixon Tyne & Wear 3282 MrLJM Davies Pembs 3317
MrSE Batty E Yorks 3283 MrKJ Goring Staffs 3318
MrP Gregory W Yorks 3284 MrGH Roberts Gwynedd 3319
MrKH Martin N Somerset 3285 MrM Brassey Cheshire 3320
MrG Spencer Lines 3286 MrD Bartle Notts 3321
MrBT Lynch London 3287 Tim Hill Cheshire 3322
MrCJ Allanson-Bailey Somerset 3288 MrG Dent Co Durham 3323
MrR Ferguson Co Armagh 3289 MrG Dunn W Yorks 3324
Ben Carter Cambs 3290 MrC Lord Norfolk 3325
MrR Brown Co Down 3291 MrD Carver W Yorks 3326
MrR Ewart Co Down 3292 Mr PM Blackburn Norfolk 3327
MrKS Stubberfield Glos 3293 MrR Froom Nofolk 3328
MrB Lovegrove Oxon 3294 MrDW Buxton Notts 3329
MrF Tulloch Shetland 3295 MrsB Dowdeswell Glos 3330
MrR Hunter Co Durham 3296 MrS Ryder Surrey 3331
MrP Snaith W Yorks 3297 Mr I Sneyd Lancs 3332
MrN Roberts N Yorks 3298 MrSP Bristow Beds 3333
David Hare W Yorks 3299 Mr A Naim Perthshire 3334
MrD Bell N Yorks 3300 MrW Rogers Somerset 3335
MrD Ellis Lines 3301 MrEG Jones Dyfed 3336
Thomas D Melling Gtr. Manchester 3302 Mr A Cheyne Co Cork 3337
MrG Hicks Cornwall 3303 Mr R & Mrs A Merriman Gwent 3338
MrS Comer n Devon 3304 Mr A Marwood Torfaen 3339
Mr I Fyfe Inverness-shire 3305 MrS Cook Glos 3340
MrP Brixey Denbighshire 3306 MrN Ford Gwent 3341
Mr G Tompsett East Sussex 3307 Robert L Walters Monmouthshire 3342
Miss Laura Bollon Berks 3308 MrP Hadley Lines 3343
MrD Macdonald Kent 3309 MrSW Irvine Orkney 3344
MrRR Crowther Shrops 3310 Captian C R Pack Dorset 3345
MrD Hallsworth Notts 3311 MrCW Fuge Cornwall 3346
MrP Dickinson E Yorks 3312 MrB Robertson Ross-shire 3347
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Title Surname County Member No Title Surname County Member No
MrD Hooper Cornwall 3348 MrJ Holingsworth Lines 3365
MrR Adams Suffolk 3349 MrAJ Price Gwent 3366
MrPJ Doolan S Yorks 3350 MrDG Fraser Inverness-shire 3367
MrWJP Evans S Wales 3351 MrDGS Owen Conwy 3368
MrSH Cooper Devon 3352 Mr PE Banson Norfolk 3369
mr G P Everest Norfolk 3353 William Ellis Aberdeenshire 3370
MrD Thompson Lancs 3354 MrR Sturdy N Yorks 3371
MrM Henstridge Hants 3355 MrP Ford W Yorks 3372
MrRD Thompson U.S.A 3356 MrRC Douglas Roxburgh-shire 3373
MrDE Winyard Bucks 3357 MrGR Birditt Cambs 3374
MrJH Wingfield Digby Shrops 3358 Mr S & Mrs J Green N Yorks 3375
mr J H Thompson Dumfries-shire 3359 MrM Farnaby E Yorks 3376
MrP Hogan Co Wexford 3360 MrP Drinkwater Warks 3377
MrEA Oldroyd Cambs 3361 Alex Richards Pembs 3378
MrJ Garrett Surrey 3362 MrR Evans Lanarkshire 3379
MrM A Longe Suffolk 3363 MrG Ligertwood Aberdeenshire 3380
MrAA Cooper E Sussex 3364 MrJW Sewell Rutland 3381

REPRODUCTION FERGUSON IMPLEMENT PLATES

PATENT APPLIED FOR

BRITISH MADE

Price: £4.00 each (with rivets) Inclusive VAT and P & P 
Stamping Service Available - £5.00 per Plate

ALL TYPES SPECIAL PLATES ON REQUEST

Michael Thorne Construction Limited, Coldridge,Crediton, Devon EX17 6AS

Tel: 01363 83418 Day or 01769 540233 Evening

10
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Report from the Ferguson Club Stand 
at the NFU & Tractor & Machinery Show at Harrogate 

on November 18/19th, 2000
This year the show was 

held, for the first time at the 
Flower Halls at the Great 
Yorkshire Show-ground at 
harrogate. It fell to the lot of the 
Yorkshire Reps, Alan 
Dunderdale, Brian Pickering 
and John Groves to represent 
the Club and to organise a 
stand. This was the first time 
that Brian and John had done 
this so it was all new to us.

We arrived at the show 
ground early on Friday 
afternoon to 'set up shop' and 
found the place almost empty 
so we were able to drive straight in and 
unload.

The hall itself is very large with a central

door, the part to the right of the door being 
where the tractors were to be shown and the 
part to the left was for trade stands.

The Club had reserved a double pitch as 
we wanted to use part for 
displaying the merchan
dise and the rest to show 
Brian's 1947 TE20
(Continental) and sundry 
posters etc.

It was early start on 
Saturday and soon the 
hall was buzzing with 
visitors, the two men 
were kept busy answer
ing questions having now 
been joined by Arnold 
Staples. The public
showed a lot of interest in 
the 'shop' but they were 
not so keen on parting 
with their cash. Trade did 
pick up later on Saturday 
and on Sunday we had a 
very good day.

I never got a chance to

11
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visit the other trade stands and the tractors, 
but there have been full reports on the latter 
in the Tractor & Machinery magazine.

We were delighted when it was 
announced that Brian had won the prize for

the best Ferguson tractor in the show - a plate 
donated by the Friends of Ferguson Heritage! 
The plate for the best Massey Ferguson going 
to Stuart Barbour with his 1062 MF35.

Looking back, it was a good show for a set 
of beginners, we learned a lot, made money 
for the Club and signed on quite a lot of new 
members.

Ruth Groves 
No. 72

12
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Sir
LOGO GARMENTS

POLO SHIRTS (cotton - polyester)
Sizes: S M L XL royal blue
Size: XXL royal blue
plus £2.00 p+p

£17.00
£19.00

SWEAT SHIRTS
Sizes: S M L XL 
Size: XXL 
plus £2.00 p+p

medium grey 
medium grey

TEE-SHIRTS (light grey / logo on back)
Sizes: Childrens- 3 /4  5 /6  7 /8  9/10 11/12 
Sizes: S M L XL 
Size: XXL 
plus £1.50 p+p

£21.00
£23.00

£ 8.50 
£ 9.50 
£ 9.99

BOILER SUITS
Sizes: 38" 40" 42" 44" 46" 48' 
Colour: grey/stud fastenings 
plus £3.00 p+p

£33.00

AMERICAN CAPS
Colours: royal blue

KNITTED SKI CAP

£ 8.50 

£ 9.50

Cheques must be in £ Sterling and payable to "The Ferguson Club" with your 
telephone number in case of any problems regarding your order.

Orders should be posted to:

Your Local Area Representative

13
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BONNETS • WINGS • GRILLES
IN COLOUR IMPREGNATED GRP, TO SUIT

• T20 • MF35 • MF65 • MF135
Admington Lane Farm - Admington
Shipston-on-Stour
Warks CV36 4JJ
England

Tel: 01789 450201
Fax: 01789 450394
E-mail: tractor@enterprise.net

Tractor Panels

FULL RANGE OF PARTS STOCKED FOR 

TE 20, 35 & 65 TRACTORS 

plus PARTS FOR FERGUSON IMPLEMENTS

Please contact Brian or Bob who have over 30 years experience 
with Massey-Ferguson Tractors and Equipment

Brian Dunn T R A C T O R  A N D  
P L ANT S E R V I C E S

g§ Perkins Engine Dealer

Kidderminster Road, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs WR9 OJH

Tel/Fax: 01905 621220

14
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Area Reps at Scone Palace Rally - September 2000
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Photo o f the area reps taken at the very successful Scone Palace Rally complete with rosette for second place in the trade stand section. 
L to R: Lawrence Jamieson, John Melloy, Jane Jamieson, Ann Halstead, Don Williamson and John Gibson.

Members John Armstrong and Jim Muir Nesbit enjoy a cup of tea in the hospitality area.
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Liners, Pistons and Rings
Last issue we looked at TEA, TED and the 

many and varied conversions plus the 
possible piston variations. Now let's assume 
that our tractor (TEA) is using oil and 
blowing from the crankcase breather, 
indicating worn piston and cylinder liners. 
So we will deal with fitting new pistons and 
liners first. There are other methods of curing 
the above conditions (dealt with later) but 
first we will go for perfection.

Remove the cylinder head and fit 
washer tubes to prevent the liners 
moving (as described in past issues).

Drain oil from sump, also remove oil 
filter.

1.

2.

3. Whilst oil is draining turn engine until 
all pistons are halfway up the bores.

4. There will be a ring of carbon around 
the top of the bore, remove this with a

scraper, then the pistons will come out 
easier.

5. Remove nuts retaining the oval gauge 
filter mounted on right hand side of 
sump (manifold side) and draw out 
gauze filter.

6. Remove all sump bolts between sump 
and front axle mounting.

7. Remove sump, it may require a tap to 
break the seal.

8. Turn the engine until No.l big end is at 
lowest position. Check No.l is stamped 
on rod and cap (alongside bolt).

9. Knock back lock tabs, remove big end 
bolts, remove big end cap.

10. Using a piece of hard wood (hammer 
shaft) push or tap the piston and rod 
out of the cylinder. Replace big end cap.

Fig. 1. Puller

Left: Universal puller - non Ferguson liner 

Above: Ferguson puller - TE20 liner
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11. Repeat on other three cylinders.

Removal of cylinder liners
Before removing the liners, place 

cloth/rag over the crankshaft as it prevents 
dirt falling on the shaft.

A puller is required to remove the liners, 
some move easily whilst others can be very 
stubborn.

The puller (see Fig. 1) consists of a thick 
steel disc, the same diameter as the liner 
spigot, and machined on the top edge to fit 
into the cylinder bore. The plate is drilled in 
the centre to take a threaded bar. The bar then 
passes through the disc, up the cylinder and 
through a bridge piece, over the liner and on 
the block face. A nut is then placed on the 
threaded bar and tightened up. By tightening 
the nut the liner will be pulled out of the 
block. Having removed one liner the 
procedure follows on the other three.

With all the liners removed it is a simple 
matter to clean the water space of all dirt and 
corrosion.

When the block and crankcase are clean it 
is vital that the figure 8 faces, where liner and 
block meet, are immaculately clean otherwise 
water will pass into the sump.

Refitting cylinder liner
Once again I would remind you that 

cleanliness is vital when assembling any 
parts and in particular mating faces and 
joints.
1. I find that the easiest way to fit the 

liners is two at a time.

2. Place two liners on the bench with the 
spigot uppermost, put a very small 
amount of water pump grease on the 
joint face (to hold to gasket).

3. Place figure 8 gasket over the spigots 
and on the joint face.

4. Carefully lift the two liners and slide 
into the block.

5. Repeat with other two liners.

6. Fit liner retaining washers and tube 
pistons.

Having fitted new liners, our next step 
should be to fit new pistons, but firstly, we 
must remove the old ones from the rods.

Warning: never remove piston by putting 
the rod in a vice and knocking out the 
gudgeon pin, it will probably distort the rod.

I always place a container of water on a 
stove and bring the water to the boil, then, 
having removed the circlips from the piston, 
place piston and rod assembled in the water 
for a few minutes. Remove assemble, having 
an assistant to hold the piston with a rag (it 
will be very hot) and push, or tap out the 
gudgeon pin. Repeat on all pistons.

The new pistons usually come with rings 
and gudgeon pins assembled so we need to 
use the water system again to remove the 
pins. Always ensure that the pins stay with 
the correct piston.

Before we fit any new pistons, we need to 
check the little end bushes for wear.

To carry out this check we need the 
connecting rod and a new gudgeon pin, both 
at room temperature. The pin should be a 
sliding fit in the bush with NO lift or wobble.

If there is lift or wobble then bush(es) need 
to be replaced to give satisfactory results (no 
taps or rattles).

Replacing the bushes is done by pressing 
out the old and pressing in the new, then the 
new bush must be reamered out to the fit of 
the pin. This calls for great skill. As the 
reamered is being carried out it is imperative 
that the reamer is always parallel to the big 
end and also at 90 degrees to the rod. 
Therefore, I strongly recommend that any 
rebushing of little ends is carried out by 
professional motor engine machinists who 
will have the know how and jigs. Frequently 
replaced bushes finish off worse than the 
originals.
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Fitting the new piston
Having checked the little 

ends and found them 
serviceable or had them 
rebushed, we can now fit the 
pistons to the rods. 
However, it is vital that they 
are fitted in the correct 
manner so we need to study 
the rod and piston. Studying 
the piston we will see one 
side of the wall or skirt is 
plain (solid) and the 
oppposite side is split. The 
plain side must go to the 
thrust side (carburettor) of 
the engine.

Studying the rod we wiW 
see that the big end cap is 
cut at an angle, the rod 
portion of the big end goes

S p J 1 P
SHiff

How to Find the Thrust Side

to the thrust side (carburettor) and the cap to 
the right. (See Fig. 2)

Knowing the correct way to assemble 
pistons and rods we can carry on. The 
gudgeon pins have been removed from the 
piston previously. Fit one circlip into the 
piston. Place piston into boiling water to 
expand it, leaving gudgeon pin on the bench 
ready for fitting.

Grip rod in vice, it will cause no damage 
as the pin is pushed in by hand (no 
knocking).

Lift piston from water (with hooked wire) 
grip with rag or gloved hand and place 
correct way round over rod, line up holes 
and push in gudgeon pin.

Fit second circlip.

Repeat on other pistons.
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Fitting piston/rod assemble 
to engine

The rods are numbered so fit No.l rod to 
No.l cylinder, etc. Check split in piston skirt 
and big end cap goes to camshaft side - see 
figure 2.

In order to fit the piston rings in the 
cylinder it is necessary to use a piston ring 
compressor. These vary in type, some are like 
a coned shape unit that compresses the rings 
as they pass through, others are like a hose 
clip that compress the rings as they are 
tightened. Whichever type you use try it first.

Fig. 3. Compressor

Take the piston to be fitted and smear it 
with oil. Turn the rings so that the gaps are 
staggered. Using compressor push into 
correct cylinder. It may be necessary to 
lightly tap piston crown with a screwdriver 
handle or piece of wood to assist fitting but 
NEVER hammer - it breaks the rings. Repeat 
on other pistons.

Fitting replacement rings
Fitting new piston rings often causes 

arguements amongst engineers, some 
maintaining that it is not sound practice to 
put a new (round) ring on a worn (oval) 
cylinder.

ITowever over the past 50 years I have 
fitted 100s of ring sets into worn cylinders 
with satisfactory results. The vital factors are, 
you must have the correct sized rings and 
they must be fitted correctly.

Before dealing with the fitting of the rings, 
a word or two regarding sizes may be useful. 
When new, Ferguson fitted a piston with 5 
rings, 3 compression and 2 oil scraper and of 
course, standard bore size of 80 mm or 
85mm. Over the years many of our engines 
have had replacement cylinders and pistons 
fitted. These may well have been genuine 
Ferguson parts - therefore no problem, BUT, 
if for instance the local garage carried out the 
work, then probably they would obtain the 
parts via the trade contacts - hence possible 
problems.

In the 1950s and 1960s there were at least 
three major piston suppliers, all making 
pistons to a common size, BUT, some did 
vary the size of the ring width, hence the 
possible problem. Also in this era it was 
common practice for the cylinder to be 
rebored and oversized pistons fitted so we 
may find pistons 80mm plus .010 or .020 etc. 
All points to be aware of, hence my words of 
caution.

Therefore, before we start ordering parts 
we need to check the sizes required, first job 
- clean things up and check sizes.

Firstly, the simple task is to deal with the 
cylinders.

We have already scraped the carbon off 
the top of the cylinder, but there is likely to be 
a step (ridge) in the cylinder worn by the 
rings. This will be greater on one side than 
the other. I like to remove this by scraping it

19



Spring 2001 The Ferguson Club

off with a bearing scraper. The reason for this 
is that when new rings and possibly new 
bearings are fitted, the piston and rings will 
travel a few 1000s of an inch higher up the 
cylinder, if the step is there it could damage 
the ring, hence the removal.

Having removed the the step there is one 
further job with the cylinders. Due to use, the 
cylinder walls will have become glazed 
(polished), this needs to be removed to 
enable oil to stick to the walls and so prevent 
further wear.

The trade way of removing this glaze is to 
run a glaze buster through the cylinder, so 
removing the glaze. This tool consists of 
three spring loaded stones which are placed 
in the cylinder and then spun round with a 
drill whilst being moved up and down the 
cylinder.

As many tractor owners will not have 
access to such a tool, we need to remove the 
glaze the simple but hard way, i.e., take about 
half a sheet of medium emery paper and 
work it up and down and also around the 
cylinder until the glaze has gone. Keeping 
the paper damp with paraffin will make the 
job easier and quicker.

The cylinders are 
now ready to accept the 
pistons, so, back to the 
pistons.

The first job with the 
pistons is to remove the 
old rings. Nip the rod in 
a vice with the piston on 
top of the jaws (this 
holds the piston firm).
Turn the ring gap to face 
you, place a thumb each 
end of the gap and 
gently push outward 
and lift the ring off the 
piston. Repeat until all 
the rings are off.

Having removed the Figure 4

rings, take one compression and one oil 
scraper ring (if you break any when 
removing the broken bits are ideal) and grind 
or file a cutting edge on one end. (Ensure it 
has an edge like a wood chisel). These 
sharpened rings are now used to scrape ALL 
the carbon from the ring grooves, 
particularly the bottom of the groove.

Any carbon or dirt left in the groove will 
prevent the new ring from being fully 
compressed, therefore preventing it entering 
the cylinder.

Having cleaned the grooves, remove by 
wire brushing all the carbon and dirt from 
the rest of the piston.

When the crown (top) of the piston is 
finished, study it carefully as the size is 
usually stamped on, i.e., STD is standard, 
+.020 is .020 over size, etc.

With all the pistons cleaned and checked 
we can now obtain new rings. It is good 
practice to take a piston to the supplier and 
let them measure the size to avoid any 
mistakes. As mentioned before, size and 
width of rings can differ from standard.

Having obtained our new rings, the first

Checking Ring Gap after Squaring in Bore with Piston
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job is to check that they are 
correct. If we are fortunate the 
rings will be packaged 
individually and each package 
will bear full fitting 
instructions. If this is the case 
the information is well worth 
reading. However, many are 
packed loose so we need to 
check as follows:

1.

3.

6.

7.

8.

Have we enough rings 
for each groove on all 
pistons?

Separate oil scraper (the 
ones with slots in) from 
compressor (plain).

Check compression rings, 
some may be tapered, in which case the 
word TOP will be stamped on one face 
of the ring. TOP of course, goes to the 
piston crown.

The top compression ring is usually a 
plain ring (all compressions may be 
plain, it depends upon make supplied).

Check ring gap. This is done by placing 
the ring in the cylinder and using the 
piston as a pusher. Push the ring about 
1" down the cylinder. Using feeler 
gauges, check the gap. Ring Gap 002" 
per inch of bore, e.g., 80mm = .007" 
approx. (See Fig. 4, left).

Check depth of ring groove and ring 
depth by placing the end of the ring in 
the groove. (See Fig. 5, above).

Check ring to groove width. This is 
done by fitting the ring to the piston 
and checking with feeler gauges (gap 
about .006"). (See Fig. 6, right).

These checks eliminate any problems 
later and are worth doing. If the gap 
item is over .007" it indicates a worn 
bore and is usually overlooked as the 
only other satisfactory answer is new 
pistons and liners. Depth of ring and

groove, item 6, is usually correct unless 
there is carbon or dirt in the groove. 
Ring width, item 7, will increase if the 
old ring has worn the groove. A small 
increase, say .005" is permissible, but 
greater amounts indicate a worn piston 
or wrong ring supplied (check with 
supplier).

Having carried out checks on all rings, 
we can now fit rings to pistons.
Grip con rod in vice with piston resting 
on jaws, fit bottom scraper ring first by 
gently pushing out gap with each 
thumb (as removal).

11. Fit next scraper.

9.

10
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12. Fit compression rings. Check if any are 
tapered, e.g., TOP to piston crown. 
Repeat on other compressions.

13. Top compression, usually plain. If 
cylinder bore was worn or stepped the 
new ring may fowl at the top of the

Remove Wear Ridge
The removal of the 

ridge at the top of 
the ring travel is often 
desirable before instal
ling new rings in a 
worn cylinder. As 
wear takes place the 
top corner of the ring
wears to fittherounded 
shoulder formed at the 
top of the ring travel.

stroke, so it is recommended to remove 
a small amount of the top outside edge 
of the ring. This can be carefully done 
with a smooth flat file or by using a 
very very fine grind stone, but take 
care. (See Fig. 7, below)

Figure 7
The Top Ring fVears a  Ridge in the Cylinder

If a new square cornered ring be 
installed in the top groove, and the 
ridge not removed, the corner of the 
ring will strike the rounded lower 
surface of the ridge, and not only 
cause a tapping noise, but may bend

or break the second land—thus 
locking the second ring in its groove. 
This is still more important when new 
bearings have been fitted, which will 
lift the piston further up the bore.

A blew Ring will Hit the Wear Ridge 
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appreciable, it some
times becomes necess
ary to remove the ridge 
before the piston as
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rings through the top 
of the bore without 
bending or breaking 
the ring lands.
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14. With all rings fitted, smear piston with 17. Refit oil filter and fill sump.
oil, stagger ring gaps, and using ring 
compressor, refit pistons as described 
above.

15. Refit big ends, bend over lock tabs.

16. Refit sump and gauge filter.

18. Refit cylinder head and adjust valve etc 
as per previous issues.

19. Start and test.

Next issue - Crankshaft and Bearings.

Piston, liner, rod, etc.

II

1 i
1 III-

4&5
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^ p l i h  skirl'

Cleaning Ring Grooves with a Piece o f  Ring 

24



The Ferguson Club Spring 2001

John Gibson - No. 887

I left farm work in 1965 and started work 
in the implement department at Daniel Ross, 
Newhouse Works, Lanark.

This was a busy yard with tractors, 
implements, car sales, and an engineering 
section building cattle courts and sheds. 
There was a squad of bricklayers and joiners 
in a total work force of nearly one hundred.

My job was in the implement workshop, 
checking new implements before delivering

them for demonstration 
on the farm. There were 
also trade-in tractors 
and implements to be 
cleaned and repaired, 
some for direct re-sale, 
others to be sold at the 
local market in Lanark. 
Mowers were delivered 
in large cases, three to 
each case. These had to 
be built up and fitted to 
customer's tractors. 
Twenty power shafts 
had to be drilled and 
taped to fit the power 
shaft adaptors on the 
mowers.

There was silage and 
hay making machinery 
of different makes for 
sale and for repair.

I had to go to the 
farms to fit loaders to 
customers' tractors, 
mostly M.F. and also to 
fit cabs by Duncan of 
Aberdeen. There were 
no safety cabs then. At 
harvest time the binder 
was still used on some 
farms. At that time 
Massey Harris 21 was 
traded for the 788 

combine. I also did contract work with the 
works tractor, clearing snow in winter from 
the pavements with a scraper. In winter there 
were a lot of 721 manure spreaders in for 
repair. These got less in later years when 
rotor spreaders came in. Once a month I had 
to go to the Lanark skin works to empty the 
sludge tank - not a pleasant job.

J Gibson 
No. 887
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The Internet
The Ferguson Club's presence on the 

World Wide Web has proved to be very 
successful.

We have a regular contact from 
Ferguson owners from all over the world; 
we were even contacted by someone in the 
outback of Australia, who is a pilot in the 
flying doctor service, and a Fergie owner 
into the bargain.

Now due to a kind donation from a 
Club member, who presented us with two 
new domain names, (these are the names 
used on the Web, fixing a name to a group 
etc), we now have the facility to get 
electronic mail direct to those members on 
the General Committee who have 
computers and wish to be included.

For those who are interested. The 
Ferguson Club, now owns:-

www.fergusonclub.co.uk

www.fergusonclub.uk.com and,

www.fergusonclub.uk.org

both of these latter are set up to work as 
shown below. The general committee, have 
also purchased a domain name for the 
Club, www.fergusonclub.com is an 
International name, this will connect you 
to our web site or you can send email to 
this, though it will only go to the main mail 
point, where it will be forwarded on to the 
correct person.

It was thought that the WEB would not 
be up to much very much like 'CB' radio, so 
we only had a small presence with our web 
site and mail link. This has proved to be a 
far bigger project and ever growing hence 
our involvement and the investment of the 
International Domain name. More and

more people are visiting our site and the 
membership is thus increasing mainly 
from overseas, which is very good, as we 
then get a two-way exchange of 
information.

Chairman:
www.chairman@fergusonclub.uk.com

Membership:
www.membership@fergusonclub.uk.com

Secretary:
www.secretary@fergusonclub.uk.com

Editor:
www.editor@fergusonclub.uk.org

Archivist:
www.archivist@fergusonclub.uk.org

General enquires : 
www.general@fergusonclub.co.uk.

As more committee members get on line 
we will place these as contacts on the 
Internet addresses. This makes it more 
convenient for those of you who use 
computers to get a answer to your 
questions, especially for those of you who 
do not live in the UK, as postage can take 
up to two weeks, to get to us! Then if we 
have to redirect it to some other member of 
the committee, further delays, which is not 
the way we want to run the club. The 
exception to this, sometimes, is the 
archivist who might have to research the 
questions.

If you want to send an article to the 
editor, please can you make sure it is in a 
Dos or Word format. Pictures can't be 
down loaded to the printers due to 
incompatibility; these still need to be 
posted.

Editor
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Archives
As mentioned in the Editor's bit, we have 

been successful in acquiring more material 
for the archives, for which I must thank Bob 
Black for getting me on the correct trail.

It was touch and go as to when I could get 
to Scotland as my job and Ferguson Club 
commitments were rather heavy during the 
first part of this year, but I did manage to 
visit, and boy was I glad that I did!

On arrival, I was shown a large mountain 
of material from service books to greasy 
workshop manuals. My son Keith and I were 
given a free hand to sort through this 
material, (which we did with a fine tooth 
comb) it was very sad to know that this was 
part of a business which was no longer with 
us, but what a bonus to the Ferguson Club.

From this mountain we managed to sort 
out quite a large pile of interesting material 
for us, a lot of the material was for the 
modern tractors 200 series onwards, which 
we have no interest in. From our first 
assessments (large pile), we then started to 
sort out what was a benefit or could be of 
value to .us as Ferguson Club members, it 
was a shame that I had to turn material 
down, but one folder was about 3 inches 
thick with one page of TE 20 details, which 
was found duplicated in another folder with 
a further ten pages of information, so all was 
not lost.

We got the pile down to a large mound. 
Now for the hard bit, we had to strike a deal, 
I must confess this was done without too 
much pain (cash) to the Ferguson Club.

I believe we have increased our archives 
with some very good material though some 
is not in the best of conditions.

Just as a guide, I had use of an Audi car for 
the trip (T was just test driving it) with a very 
large boot; this was full of material, over 100 
folders books etc, on our return home.

On a more personal note
Now not being one to waste a chance, we 

had to call elsewhere whilst on this trip. 
Keith managed to spot a diesel fuel tank for 
our MF35, 3 cylinder, as we are in desperate 
need of a replacement, (ours is shelling 
inside) we had a look at this one. This turned 
into a mouth watering experience, as it was 
in its original primer, brand new and un
marked. After some debate, we ended up 
with a new fuel tank, on the back seat as well. 
This was the cream on the cake as far as the 
weekend went. So all in all a very pleasant 
weekend.

I must thank Bob again for putting up 
with me, or should that be putting me up for 
this material, and the general committee for 
trusting my judgement.

Alan Dunderdale

Orkney Vintage Club
This is an OPEN invitation to all members of the Ferguson Club, If you are in the area 

you are most welcome to visit us at our
Summer Show, 8th July 2001.

where you are ensured a very warm welcome, also the chance to see some very nice 
Ferguson tractors on display.

Norman Shearer, Orkney Area Rep.
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News from U.S.A.

Dear Mr Dunderdale,

Hello from the USA. Just received my 
Ferguson Journal today and decided to drop 
a line.

1 was particularly interested in Michael 
Thorne's article about his research on the 
LTX model. I had occasion to speak with Mr 
Thorne recently and had received my copy of 
Erik Fredriksen's book. It sounds to me as if 
the "Massey people" scrapped the LTX to 
spite Mr Ferguson and may have done some 
damage to themselves in the process. Too bad 
there weren't more written records, 
drawings, etc, to help us know what went on. 
Mr Thorne told me of his marketing a small 
number of model LTX's but I decided against 
purchasing one. I'm more into the collecting 
of Mr Ferguson's tractors and implements. 
Tm enclosing a picture of 3 of my 7 USA 
made Fergusons. Left to right: 1956 F-40, 
Serial no. 402982 restored in 1999, 1951 TO- 
30, Serial no. 71932 with type LVO 20 Front 
Loader, Serial no. 13100 and 1949 TO-20, 
Serial no. 13862 with type LDO-3 Terracer, 
Serial no. 11594 (barely visible). The TO-30 
was restored in 1997, the TO-20 in 1996. We 
have begun restoration on a 1955 TO-35 and 
hope to have it completed by late summer 
2001 for our local show. Several Ferguson

enthusiasts over 5 or 6 states have been 
trying to get together each year. Our "get 
together" in 2001 will be at Waverly, 
Nebraska.

I was pleased to see correspondence from 
a Ferguson enthusiast previously unknown 
to me - Charles Leonard of Nevada. 1 met 
several more Ferguson fanciers at our get 
together in Portland, Indiana this summer.

In addition to our 7 tractors we have some 
30 Ferguson implements. One of them, a T- 
AO-28 two way plough, is the reason for my 
conversation with Michael Thorne. Mr 
Thorne sent me a Serial Number Tag, then 1 
enquired about payment methods. He 
produces a beautiful product.

1 am looking forward to the Ferguson 
Handbook. It should help us in the US learn 
more about the "TE" tractors and give 
fanciers in other countries some more 
information on our "TO" tractors and the US 
made implements. On a personal note, thank 
you for your efforts as Editor and Archivist in 
the past. Hoping you have continued 
successes.

Yours truly,
Jim Storment 

No. 1813
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Hamburg Rally
Hans Carsten Ramcke (member 2311) 
arranged this Ferguson bridge (see below), 
similar to those displayed by Ferguson 
agents at agricultural shows wherever 
Fergusons were sold in the 1950's, at a rally 
just north of Hamburg last summer. Hans 
Heinrich Ehlen (member 2077) looks very 
relieved to have passed safely underneath 
the bridge in his beautifully restored TE20. 
Note the front mudguards on Hans 
Heinrich's TE20 - were these a locally 
produced accessory or perhaps required by

law in Germany? See also the wide 
mudguards, complete with seat on the 
MF35s, something (another MF35?) with half 
tracks behind the right hand MF35 and at 
least three other TE20s - one with banana 
loader and several implements in the 
background. Good to see that the Ferguson 
System is alive and well in Germany!

(Perhaps Karl-Heinz can tell us more about 
the rally in the next Journal?)

Photo: Karl-Heinz Kiunke, No. 2001

R M Battye - No.2127
I have just finished restoring a transport 

box. Its had a new floor welded in, now I am 
ready for painting, weather pending? Rest of 
the box is all original. Looking good. Can 
you please help me find four milk churns or 
put me in touch with someone who has some

but no longer use. I would be very grateful. 
Hope you can help.

Many Thanks
Reginald M Battye 

No. 2127
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Dave Weeks
After my last article, I did in fact drop the 

sump from my tractor and found that the 
crankshaft bearings were worn. I 
micrometered the journals and decided that I 
would try and get away with just fitting new 
big end shells and the three main bearings 
and a new back oil seal. These were all 
replaced without removing the crank and 
whilst I was about it, I replaced the little end 
bushes and did a decoke. All this was greatly 
helped by many reassuring phone calls with 
Arnold Staples. The engine has two 
compression plates and three gaskets. 
Because of this combination, I had to torque 
the head down and adjust the tappets four 
times. With SAE30 single grade oil, it 
registers 60 p.p.s.i. on cold and 20 p.p.s.i. on 
hot tickover, rising to 40 p.p.s.i. on revving 
up.

I have since found that tractors 
manufactured before the end of 1948 had a 
maximum recommended lift weight of 
7501bs. so with 7cwt. is pushing it at 7481bs 
for the discs. Later tractors are rated at 
lOOOlbs.

The aforementioned discs harrows have 
been stripped and painted but I would like 
some new wood bearings. Can anyone help.

please? The Massey Ferguson agent can get 
them for a reported £16 each!!! and there are 
32 of them! I am told that the metal ones are 
not interchangeable.

At a recent farm sale, when a Fordson 
Major with a six-cylinder Perkins Diesel 
engine in poor condition and perished tyres 
made £3200, there was a grey Ferguson with 
a seized engine and poor tyres which made 
£350. This had one of "Lawrence Jameson's" 
patent lift arm supporters. These were 
designed by Bob Mackay from Penrith and 
were made by his firm. Beacon Trailers. At 
the time of their inception, putting hay into 
pikes and using the pike lifter to transport 
the hay to the farm was the "in thing" and a 
need to lock off the arms was required.

Can anyone elaborate on the following: 
one often sees written on the bonnet side the 
following notation: "20 MPH UW 22 CWT". 
Was this a requirement by law?

Also, why did some TVO conversions use 
two metal spacers and three gaskets rather 
than one thick plate and two gaskets? Was 
one plate originally used to compensate for 
the poor petrol, as was done with motorbikes 
of the time?

No. 1274

Sturman Bros Vintage Tractors
Ferguson TE 20 Specialists

New & Used Spares 
Fast Mail Order Service Available 

Agent for Sparex Parts

For more information call 
21 Oak Road, Stilton, Peterborough PE7 3RB

Tel: 01733 240203 Fax: 01733 245777
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Yorkshire Area Workshop Day 
Control Spring Setting

A t th e  above w o rk sh o p  a qu es tio n  w as 
asked  ab o u t th e  con tro l sp ring , an d , as I h ad  
n o t m a d e  th is se tting  for ab o u t 50 years, I 
th o u g h t  I w o u ld  check  m y  fac ts  befo re  
an sw ering . H ere is th e  se tting  procedure ;

F irst s tu d y  th e  d raw ing .

T h en  en su re  th a t th a t seat for sp rin g  (46) is 
s lid ing  free on  p lu n g e r  (42).

E nsure  th a t yoke (15) screw s free on  p lu n g er
(42).

R eplace seat an d  spring .

Screw  y o k e  o n  to  p lu n g e r  u n ti l  H A N D  
TIGHT.

Fit p in  th ro u g h  yoke a n d  to p  link  jaw.

A ttach  an  im p lem en t to 3 p o in t linkage.

Lift an d  low er 5 o r 6 tim es.

L ow er a n d  rem ove to p  link  from  tractor.

C heck th e re  is .025" gap  b e tw e en  yoke collar 
and  sp ring . If necessary  screw  yoke in  o r o u t 
as requ ired .

A rn o ld  S tap le s
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Ford/Ferguson 2N -1947

TE-20, Continental engine - petrol only. Serial no. 87559. 
Sylvain also owns two TEA-20s with standard petrol engines
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Sylvain Yelle - No. 3197
D ear M r Jam ieson,

H ere are  so m e p h o to s o f m y  trac to rs (see 
left). The F erg u so n  is a  TE-20, Serial no. 
87559 w ith  C on tin en ta l p e tro l engine. The 
Ford  /F e rg u so n  is a 1947 2N . I live in  N ew  
York sta te  n e a r  the  C an ad a  b o rd e r  w h ich  is 
w here  bo th  trac to rs  cam e from . They w ere  
p u rchased  a t d ifferen t auc tions n ea r  O ttaw a  
an d  w ere p a in ted  red  an d  g rey  w h ich  I p lan  
on  leav ing  fo r th e  tim e being . T hey a re  b o th  
in  very  g o o d  cond ition  a n d  th e y  get a long  
very  w ell to g e th e r  tak ing  tu rn s  m o w in g  th e  
g rass in  th e  sum m er. In  th e  w in te r  th ey  stay

p a rk e d  s id e  by  s ide  in  th e  garage like tw o  old 
friends. M y favourite  is th e  TE-20 w h ich  I 
n ev e r p la n  on  selling.

I w o u ld  like to  com p lim en t every  o n e  th a t 
is inv o lv ed  w ith  th e  C lub  an d  th e  Jou rnal 
w ith  a job  v ery  w ell done. I have  le a rn ed  so 
m u ch  ab o u t all th e  d iffe ren t m odels o f th e  T- 
20 since jo in ing  y o u r club.

So lo n g  from  th e  USA.

S y lv a in  Yelle 
N o . 3197

Ray McMullen - No. 2056
A n in te re s tin g  D e -ca rb o n is in g  se t I 

recently  pu rch ased .

80m m  TE-A20 an d  TE-C20

N ote  th e  TE-A20 n o t TEA-20!! w h ich  is 
correct??
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David Nicholas
N o w  p le a se  d o n ’t  g e t  m e  w ro n g , I th in k  

H a rry  F e rg u so n  w a s  a  s u p e r  ch ap , h e  g o t 
n ea rly  e v e ry th in g  r ig h t  f irs t tim e  a n d  th e  
TE20 is  in  a c lass o f its  o w n .

W h e n  it cam e to  th e  TEF 20 h o w e v e r  h is  
a t te n t io n  m u s t  h a v e  w a n d e re d  o v e r  one  
m in o r  d e ta il . H as  a n y o n e  e lse  h a d  c a u se  to  
cu rse  th e  fac t th a t  th e  d is ta n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  
b ra k e  p e d a l  w h e n  its  d o w n  a n d  th e  f ro n t of 
th e  h y d ra u lic  le v e r  q u a d r a n t  is  ex ac tly  th e  
sam e  as  th e  le n g th  o f a  w e llie  b o o t?

T h is is  n o t  so  c ritica l w h e n  w o rk in g  o n  
th e  la n d , b u t  a n  em e rg e n c y  s to p  o n  th e  
h ig h w a y  is  u su a lly  fo llo w e d  b y  a  sh o r t 
p e r io d  o f h ia tu s  as  b o o t  is d isc o n n e c te d  
fro m  q u a d ra n t!

N o w  I w o u ld  h a v e  p ro b a b ly  c o n tin u e d

to  su ffe r  th is  d is lo y a l th o u g h t  in  silence  if  it 
h a d n 't  b e e n  fo r  th e  a t t i tu d e  o f th e  p re se n t 
d a y  y o u n g  m o to r is t .  S o m e b o d y  
so m e w h e re  is  te a c h in g  th e m  th a t  a tra c to r  
d r iv e r  w i th  h is  r ig h t  a rm  a n d  h a n d  
e x te n d e d  to  th e  s id e  is  in d ic a t in g  th a t  h e  
w ish e s  to  b e  o v e rta k en !

In  m y  p e r a m b u la t io n s  th r o u g h  o u r  
v i l la g e  I a m  f in d in g  th a t  a p ro p e r ly  
s ig n a lle d  r ig h t  tu r n  o ff th e  m a in  ro a d  
u s u a lly  re su lts  in  so m e o n e  s c o o tin g  acro ss 
m y  b o w s  ju s t as  I am  s ta r t in g  th e  tu rn . T he 
re s u lt in g  em e rg e n c y  s to p  is a n n o y in g , th e  
tu s s le  b e tw e e n  b ra k e , b o o t a n d  h y d ra u lic s  
q u a d r a n t  is b e c o m in g  in fu ria tin g !

O th e r  th a n  th a t  I h a v e  n o  co m p la in ts!

D a v id  N ic h o la s  
N o . 1232

NEW BOOK & VIDEO
Ferguson enthusiasts will appreciate these publications

□  Harry Ferguson - inventor and pioneer. This is Colin Fraser's classic 
biography, which remains the main source about Ferguson's work and life. 
Fascinating reading. Re-issued in paperback with photographs, completely 
unabridged, at £9.95. Available September.

□  Ferguson Tractors. Scripted by Stuart Gibbard and now being filmed at four 
leading collections, this 55 minute video from Country Films will show the 
development of Ferguson tractors from the collaboration with David Brown to 
the FE35. Wherever possible the tractors are shown at work. £15.95, available 
October.

Contact your usual suppliers or in case of difficulty, the publishers:
Old Pond Publishing, 104 Valley Road, Ipswich IP1 4PA.

Tel/Fax: 01473 210176. Post and packing on direct orders £1.50

Also available in October: The Ford Tractor Story 1917-64, Stuart Gibbard
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Preliminary Notice of Ferguson Autumn Workday
Due to the success of the workday held in 

Oxenhope on Feb 4th, we are proposing to 
hold another on Oct 28th 2001.

From feed back we have received, we 
suggest that this workshop should be 
devoted mainly to Painting and Hydraulics.

A well known local commercial vehicle 
restorer and professional paint sprayer 
would take the painting. Arnold Staples 
would deal in detail, from start to finish, with 
the hydraulics. Has any member got a tractor 
that requires the hydraulics doing and would 
he be willing to bring it on the day?

Brian Pickering would be willing to 
demonstrate and discuss engine and clutch

work that could be done on the day. 
However if there was sufficient response to 
the latter we could do another workday in 
early 2002 devoted to totally dismantling and 
rebuilding of an engine.

These workdays are arranged for YOU to 
get hands on experience so please get your 
hands dirty and have a go.

If you would like to make a weekend of it 
to prepare your tractor there is caravan space 
available or several good B&B's nearby.

Please ring John Groves (01535 644180) 
Brian Pickering (01423 323177) or Arnold 
Staples (01772 621783) for further details.

M atthew  B Rooke
In April 1950 my uncle, Reg Pardey of 

Rose Cottage Farm, Bowling Green, 
Pennington, Nr Lymington, Hants. Bought a 
new petrol TEA 20 tractor from New Forest 
Services, Lyndhurst, Hants. Together with a 2 
furrow semi digger plough, to replace the 
horses.

The tractor registration number HOT 516 
remained on the farm for the next 11 years, 
doing all the work on the farm.

The tractor was sold to Tractor & Motors 
at Brockenhurst, New Forest, Hants. In 1961 
and replaced by a Delta, Registration LPR 
787.

I grew up with this Ferguson tractor and 
spent many hours in my early years driving 
it. I wonder whether it is still in one piece, if 
so where/ If possible I would like to trace it 
and wonder whether the members of The 
Ferguson Club could help?

No. 215

Fergie at Prinknash Park
I am a member of Quedgley Radio-control 

Car Club, and this is a picture taken at one of 
our days out. We are based at Quedgley, 
Gloucester, the club Chairman, John Guy, 
organised a day at the grounds of Prinknash 
Abbey. We were told that there was a trailer 
available to use as a stand.

When we got there, this was what I saw. It 
was nice to combine two hobbies. The setting 
was picturesque, being on the side of a hill, 
near Stroud.

I was talking to one of the chaps from the 
park, who drives the Fergy. It has been there 
for many years, and still being used on a 
regular basis. I asked if it was going to retire 
soon, but there is still plenty of life in her and 
nothing else would replace her in his eyes.

If another trip is organised. Til make sure 
that I have pen and paper to take more 
details.

Peter Restall-Hill 
No. 3009
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Classic Tractors Essential titles for the Ferguson Enthusiast

"A  WopM  Wide GiMe to Massey- 
Harris, Ferguson ft Early Massey 
Ferguson iracto rs" - John

Concisely brings together and defines 
the extensive tractor family of some 
300 models which preceded the 
Massey Ferguscxi 100 series tractors 
launched in 1964, Presented with 
concise and basic specifications for 
each model of tractor together with 
photographs of representative model 
types-
Tractors not commonly associated 
with Massey Ferguson history are also 
covered. These include Landini trac
tors manufactured immediately after
the take-over by MF, Ford Fergusons and the very early Sawyer Massey 
steam and Gasoline engine tractors. These are increasingly becoming 
recognised as part of Massey Ferguson history and lineage.

240 Pages Well Illustrated Hardback '  £27.95

'Tspguson: The Hunday 
Experience"- John Moffltt a John

John Moffitt is one of the founding 
fathers of the vintage agricultural 
equipment movement in the UK.
Besides having a very busy life in 
farming, international cattle breeding, 
and work on government and other 
high lev^ committees he devoted 
encxmous energy artd time to creat ng 
the Hunday Countryside Museum.
This massive volume, written jointly 
with renowned Ferguson expert John 
Famworth, brings together in unique 
style a great deal more information on, 
and interpretation of Ferguson histcry, 
which has evolved out of the creation 
and presentation of his unique private 
collection. This beautifully designed 
book has already received wonderful accolades from a number of emi
nent Ferguson experts and is a must for all enthusiasts.

385 pages ■ 700 illustrations ■ Hardback £29.95

"The Legendary LTX T l ^ o r  
-T h e Big Fergie Story"- Erik

Fifty years after the LTX tractor 
was produced this book doc
uments its life. With the help 
of the field testers, who put the 
machine through its paces, and 
other enthusiasts, the author 
has produced this fascinating 
book. A must for any Ferguson 
System enthusiasts.

THC LEQENDAilY LTX TRACTOII

new
26 pages Illustrated Softback £4.50

"Tl'acteurs Ferguson" -  Jean 
Cherouvrier et Jean nioiriin.
Many previously unseen photographs 
compliment this beautifully illustrated 
publication. Although the book has 
French text it has proved extremely pop
ular and we have received many favour
able comments from those that have 
purchased it.

160 Pages Well Illustrated 
Hardback £22.95

"Ferguson Implements and 
Accessories" - John Farnworth
This highly acclaimed book illustrates 
and describes implements and accesso
ries for the Ferguson, Ferguson-Brown, 
Ford-Ferguson and US-made TO Fer
guson Tractors, and some for the 35 
and 65- An exceptionally well illustrated 
book it has 350 photographs accompa
nied by text providing basic technical 
details of the equipment.

192 pages 401 illustrations (30 in 
colour) Hardback £18.50

Phone or send for our

FREE CATALOGUE
which includes Manuals, Operators and parts books for 

all Ferguson and early Massey Ferguson Tractors

Classic
Tractors
Books and Videos

All prices include p ost and packing co s ts  for mainland uk.
Eire and Europe add 10%. Rest of the world add 20%. Payment by cheque/RO. 
in Sterling or AccessA/isa/Mastercard or Switch, stating number, card expiry 
date and where appitcable. Switch issue number, Airmail outside Europe at cost. 
Make cliaipies peydris to Classic tiKtors

All p r ice s  include post and 
pack ing  c o s ts  fo r m ainland U K .

Visit our web site: 
www.classic-tractors.co.uk

email; info@classic-tractors.co.uk

Tel: 01377 270209 Classic Tractors: Low Green Farm, 
Hutton, Driffield, E.Yorks Y025 9PX Fax: 01377 271371
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Joe Gibbs
Enclosed is my Ford, serial no. 206778. It's 

all original. This beauty never had a loader 
on it. The steering is super tight, just like it 
came from the factory. All the tyres are 
original (Firestones).

I also have a neat hydraulic jack, it works 
off the 3 point lift. When one lifts it, the entire 
tractor goes up. It's real sharp. By the way it's 
a Ferguson product, Serial no. 7055, type IT 
10- 20 .

I think it's great that you have a Ferguson 
Club over there. Harry Ferguson was the real

brain for Henry Ford as far as the 3 point 
hitch was concerned. That was his. It took 
him and Henry to build the greatest farm 
tractor in the world. One couldn't do it alone.

Would you be so kind as to let me know 
about your Ferguson Club? I belong to our 
Ford/Fordson Collectors Association. It's a 
real nice organisation. It sure is fun collecting 
these fine tractors. Hope you enjoy the photo.

Kindest regards.

Joe Gibbs

Teddy Doyle
Hello ya'll from Dixie. My name is Teddy 

Doyle and I live in Loris, South Carolina, 
USA. As a boy I grew up on a small tobacco 
farm. My father farmed with a TO 20 
Ferguson. He was training me to farm 
during the 1960's, but I never became a 
farmer. My father often told me about 
Ferguson's law suit with Ford. Over the 
years I would remember those times

farming, wondering who Harry Ferguson 
was. Then one day I got on the internet and 
the Ferguson Club came up and answered 
those questions. After 30 odd years I'd got 
my answers. I purchased a TE 20 recently 
and am enjoying working to restore it. to me 
that old tractor is like a link to the past.

Teddy Doyle 
No. 2729
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Angela Minchin
I was so interested to hear of the 

whereabouts of the Ferguson Tractor 48 and 
to know it has pride of place in Jim Russell's 
museum. Thank you so much for sending me 
the magazine and the photos. My word that 
tractor could tell many stories.

Searching among the archives I found this 
photo of my brother John Henry Minchin on 
the tractor and two unknown ladies. 1 think

the date would be about 1937. My brother 
was very friendly with Trevor BCnox, Harry 
Ferguson's right hand man. Some used to say 
he was the technical brains behind the 
invention.

Again thank you so much, I would so love 
to see it one day.

No. 2433

Traditional hard rubber 6-12 volt Batteries
LINCON BATTERIES
Lincon Works, Arterial Road,
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 4EG

■  Telephone: 01702 525374 / 528711 
Fax: 01702 421362

B A T T E R Y  M A N U F A C T U R E R S  F O R  O V E R  50 Y E A R S
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Basil George - No. 1971

Picture 1

I enclose a couple of old photos that may 
be of interest for mention in the Journal at 
some time.

Photo 1/2 are taken of myself and a 35 
when I was demonstrator for the company of 
J.E.Howard who were at the cattle market in 
Bridgend. We were ploughing for a Mr Dill

Goldsworthy of Blackmill, Nr Bridgend and 
needless to say he purchased the tractor and 
plough on March 30th 1959. The colour photo 
is myself some forty one years later sitting on 
the same tractor which I have just purchased 
from Mr Glyn Goldsworthy the son, and for 
the tractor's age it is in mint condition.

The tractor has long had a loader fitted 
and the rollover bar with the paint work 
having had some attention! but nothing that 
could not be put right with very little 
trouble.

A young man who is starting out in 
landscape contracting (Robert Chumley) was 
looking for a MF 35 having driven one of 
mine for a number of years, so he is now the 
proud owner of a tractor that should last him 
many years.

Photo 3 is of the first MF 65 that came into
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Picture 2

South Wales and was used for the dairy 
queen show in Cardiff, story is 
that two large estate owners 
watching the parade passing city 
hall in Cardiff went and ordered 
two new 65 tractors the following 
Monday morning with 
J.E.Howard. Newport Gwent. The 
tractor shown driven by yours 
truly and the 35 was driven by 
Peter Wyatt, the 65 went to a 
farmer in the Vale of Glamorgan 
Mr Watts of Llantrithyd.

Photo 4 is yours truly with a 65 
and four furrow bar point plough 
at the Five Roads ploughing 
match Nr Carmarthen in 1960, not 
competing but giving a demonstration. At 
that time nothing to match this outfit had

ever been seen in the area, this tractor went 
eventually to the Howells Brothers Home 
Farm Merthyr Mawr Bridgend, and as far as 
I know it is still working there to this day. 
Had the development of the much written 
and talked about LTX taken off Ferguson 
would have been out with a tractor of this 
size a number of years before. However 
having driven tractors of all sorts and shapes 
from the time I left school in (1942) the MF 65 
would at that time have been the best I had 
ever sat on, for pulling power there was 
little to keep in the same field so to speak.

Picture 4

Picture 3

As a demonstrator for the 35 and later the 
65 tractors that came out from the Bridgend 

depot I can hand on heart say we 
were never beaten at competition 
demonstrations against all comers 
of makes of tractors, our only 
problems came on the price of the 
part-ex for the old tractor coming 
in, but if it was a little grey Fergy, 
no problem, as at that time there 
was a home either over to Ireland 
or India when ship loads of them 
went from Swansea dock - times 
are a changing!

Basil George 
No. 1971
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M-
Convert your ^

1
'‘■ '5• i Ferguson ' 1-

m Petrol Tractor
..v-r to run on y

★ Vaporising Oil ^
>

-i IM PROVE T H E E F F IC IE N C Y  O F YO U R  V .O . M O D E L  ^
by fitting the

FISHLEIGH SUPER VAPORISER

PETROL
VAPORISING OIL

s. d.
at 3 7 p«r gallon

... at 1 per gallon 

SAVING ... ~2 2 i por gallon

SAVING per Working Day of 8 hours (estimating 1 gal. per hour) 17 8 ; or 
„  „  Week of 48 hours ... ... ... £5 6 0 :  or
„  Year (52 weeks) .................................£275 16 0

(These figures a re  based on present «>sts.)

In addition xo this saving there is a further considerable saving in fuel consumption.

- i  [p .T .o .]

A sales leaflet for the Fishleigh Super Vaporiser
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THE COST OF. INSTALUTIQN WILL BE RECOVERED IN ONE MONTH

The tractor wUi, start on a J pint o f petrol and can be turned over after th irty  
seconds on vaporising oil.
There is a savlne of more chan 60 per cent, in fuel costs ; also a saving o f 10 
to  20 per cent. Tn fuel consumption.
There is no need to  run the engine fast or overheat it  to  properly vaporise the fuel. 
No hot-plate to carbon up o r constantly to  dean.
No alteration to  engine required to  replace the old manifold w ith the new vaporiser. 
Carburettor and other fittings remain unchanged. No loss of power.
No mechanical parts to  wear.
It is not a purchase but a sure INVESTMENT.

(Wfay use petrol when vaporising oil at less than half-cost can be used?) 
The vaporiser is so constructed that after the fuel and air are mixed it  passes 
straight into the mixing chamber. A t this stage the fuel is turned into a very 
highly explosive gas, after which it  is drawn along a hot channel and straight 
into the combustion chamber, the gases now having 100 per cent, flash point. 
The result of this is clean running, no misfiring, o r oily plugs caused by un
vaporised fuel.
This being so, there is no unexploded fuel to w ork its way down the cylinder 
walls past the pistons into the sump, causing excessive wear to the pistons, 
cylinder walls and bearings, and dilution of sump oil.
A special thicker cylinder head gasket is fitted to  give the required lower com
pression ratio CO r u n  on v.o. Cost extra.
O r an additional standard gasket MUST be fitted.

PRICE (Petrol to V.O. conversion, includ-
---------pnrp.nJ ... £15 Carriage pd.

PRICE (For V.O. Models, Improves
performance) ... ... £13 ,,

Please state MODEL of Tractor when ordering.

Sole Manufacturers and Patentees:

J. A. FISHLEIGH & SON
Agricultural Engineers 

NORTH FORDLANDS, NORTHAM, BIDEFORD, 
, N. DEVON.

Telephone : Northam 552.

OTHER PRODUCTS:
• FISHLEISH SUPER VAPORISER FOR PORDSON TRACTORS, 

FISKLEIGH PATENT CLUTCH rO R  POHDSfMI STANDARD TRACTOR. 
PISHLEIGH SWINGING DRAWBAR POR PORDSON STANDARD TRACTOR. 

PISHLEIGH HANi) LOADING WINCH.
PISHLEICH ROtARY CULTIVATOR AND TRACTOR WINCHES.

WRITE F o A D E T A ILS!! 1
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Ian Smith - No. 2733
I thought the members might be 

amused to read a letter I received from a 
customer many years ago. The 
circumstances arose when the customer 
phoned me to ask if I had a second-hand 
Turnip Slicer. My reply was that there was 
one in the yard if he cared to come and 
look at it., which he obviously did and the 
following extremely humourous letter was 
the result.

Dear Ian

This morning I inspected the heap of 
scrap metal, laughingly described by 
yourself as a "Turnip Slicer". Its only 
virtue, so far as I could see, is its antiquity 
and I date its origin as roughly 
contemporary with the era in which the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were written. It has 
always puzzled historians how Noah 
prepared all the feed for the animals in the 
ark - I think we can safely say that this

mystery is now solved.

Would it be fair to ask that at least the 
following should be attended to and 
inclusive in the price:-

1. Two spokes of main drive wheel 
cracked

2. About 1,000 bolts need replacing

3. Fix on guard

4. Test and service motor and starter

5. Missing blade replaced

6. Circular wire hopper straightened 
out

7. Coat of paint

After I undertook to carry out his 
requests he agreed the price and took it!

Ian Smith 
No. 2733

LORRIES & M-F TRACTORS 
BOUGHT & SOLD
New Spares, Tinwork, etc.

Also we supply - Pasture Toppers for TE 20 & 135 Tractors 
Special Offers on Seat Cushions & 9 Hole Linkage Drawbars

Contact: Simon Rigby - Tel: 01606 863793 
or Mobile: 0802 953752
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It ’s Our Club

whilst talking with some members at the 
Yorkshire Area Reps Workshop Day, 4 Feb. 
(more of this later). Someone asked about 
becoming an Area Rep, or a member of the 
General Committee, so armed with this 
request for information I cornered our 
Chairman (Harry Turkington) and Area Rep 
co-ordinator (Ian Halstead), on your behalf to 
find out what and how to go about getting 
involved.

Harry Turkington, Chairman
"Any paid up member can be involved 

with the running of The Ferguson Club, but 
to hold one of the Executive positions, they 
must be proposed by a member, on the form, 
which was included with the AGM material

I would like to see more involvement from 
members, though I can understand the 
reluctance, as we are not paid for our work. 
The rewards can be great, seeing The 
Ferguson Club growing in strength, being in 
the fore front and guiding the Club, to the 
production of the Members Handbook, we 
are also working on the new sections to be 
added, to mention a few things .

If anyone would like to know more we 
have the schedules laid out in book form, 
ready for printing and sending to members 
very soon.( Ha ! I get conned again, editor) 
These are the results of the very hard work 
done by John Cousins and his team to give 
members a good grounding and knowledge 
of the requirements for any position before 
they take them on.

Or they can talk with any of the General 
Committee.

We meet three times a year, and keep in 
touch with each other as matters arise, so the 
work load is not too much (You should try

being editor). Though people like the 
Secretary & Membership Secretary do have a 
little more to do, mostly taking up one to two 
evenings per month.

1 am honoured to have held the positions 
of Secretary, Vice Chairman, and now 
Chairman,

So it can't be that bad! I have a very good 
team, on the general committee who are 
committed 110% to this Club, which makes 
my life easy.

I would like to see someone as a 
Promotions/Press officer, promoting The 
Ferguson Club, with other publications, and 
keeping us in the fore front."

Harry

Ian Halstead,
Area Rep Co-ordinator

"Like Harry I have been Chairman (twice), 
and have now been asked to act as the Area 
Rep Co-ordinator. This involves looking for 
members to become a point of contact for 
those who are interested in The Ferguson 
Club, and to assist any area rep who might 
require some guidance.

The role of "Rep" is not difficult; many of 
you do the job now and don't know it!

You talk with members and prospective 
members; tell them about the Club, or to 
phone someone to get answers to their 
questions, to guide them on where to find out 
information or parts.

That is what I see as the Area 
Representatives Role. These are the people 
who keep this Club Nol, we are all grateful to 
them. They promote this Club, by their 
general good nature and knowledge.
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So if you feel that you could assist please 
let me know, I am looking for someone, in 
Lancashire, Cornwall, North Wales, also 
other areas. You will not be left out on a limb; 
there are plenty of other reps to talk with, all 
will assist you, as I will.

Just look in the back of the Journal, you 
will find the names and phone numbers of 
reps talk with one or with me, if you are

interested.

Ian

Well 1 hope that answers some of the 
questions, but if you have more ask the 
General Committee who are listed on the 
front and rear covers of this Journal. Or better 
still talk with Ian or Harry.

Editor

Replica 6/FSA/24 Clock Sign
This sign, originally intended for interior 
showroom use, consists of a Perspex panel 
18" X 31" bearing the "Ferguson System" 
silhouette in blue. Incorporated in the rear 
wheel of the silhouette is a battery clock.

Price; £46.00
Available from:
Mrs Grace Popplewell Tel: 01673 885330

Farm Better, Farm Faster
\

FERGUSON SYSTEM

FERGUSON TRACTOR SPARES
NEW & USED

http: / / www.fortunecity.co.uk/m eltingpot/ Clyde/834/in d ex.h tm

I am always breaking Ferguson TE-20 tractors for spares. 
Write or telephone for details and availability.

MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE

Contact: A & G Williams
Pen-y-Pyllau Hall Cottage, Pen-y-Pyllau, Brynford, 

Hollywell, Clwyd, Wales CH8 8HB.

Tel: 01352 712061
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Ploughing a Furrow Up West Street - 
Harry Ferguson and the City of Steel

Bussels of York, Claytons of Gilberdyke, 
Derby Engineering, Gough's of Hunsingore, 
Hollingdrakes of Stockport, Windsor and 
Stephenson of Mansfield and last but by no 
means least, Samuel Wilson's of Sheffield - 
Names that will be familiar to the Ferguson 
owners in this part of the country, many of 
whose tractors will no doubt sport the 
distributors plate, still indicated with modest 
pride to fellow enthusiasts.

Samuel Wilson began his career in 1897 
behind Hillsborough baths - a suburb of the 
City of Sheffield about 4 miles from the 
centre.

Hillsborough, of course is where Sheffield 
Wednesday play and it was also the home of 
Colonel Hawksley who leased land to 
Samuel Wilson in order to build a 
wheelwright's shop and a house, 
appropriately enough, on Hawksley Road.

Samuel Wilson made the wooden parts of 
the wheels and Alfred Wilson (his son) made 
the ironwork and tyres for the horse drawn 
wagons and carts of that period.

After the Great War the Wilson business 
moved with the times and began making 
bodies for motor lorries using timber, fabric, 
leather and steel. A speciality was the 
manufacture of shooting brake' bodies for 
motor cars. The firm also had the contract for 
the repair and supply of wooden wheels for 
the horse drawn 'Lyons Tea’ vans in Sheffield 
and always kept two spare wheels in stock 
for emergencies. The degree of craftsmanship 
was extremely high as the photographs 
demonstrate.

Bassett's Liquorice Allsorts were made in 
Sheffield for many years and the Wilson's 
converted a vehicle for demonstration 
purposes with 'Bertie Bassett’ on the side.
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Charabancs, custom built delivery vans, 
including a van for Roberts Brothers - an 
important store in the city- were all made 
down at Hillsborough. The latter order dated 
1911 stipulated that a brass kick plate was to 
be supplied and fitted, the price not to exceed 
5/-(25p).

The 1930s and 1940s saw an ever 
increasing percentage of vehicle chassis 
entering the works, including ambulances, 
bakery vans,- anything, in fact, that 
generated trade and helped to cement the 
reputation that had begun in the previous 
century - a reputation maintained by the 
proud boast that 17 coats of paint were 
applied to the vehicles and appliances that 
they produced - all, no doubt, applied by 
brush.

Fred Wilson is the grandson of Alfred 
Wilson, and was about 5 years of age when 
his father (Frank) returned from the Second

World War and saw the opportunity to 
expand the motor car agencies. The firm had 
begun selling Duckham's Oils and traded in 
Standard and De Soto motor cars at 
Owlerton Green, Hillsborough as well as 
West Street during the late 30s and early 40s 
and when an opportunity arose to secure a 
lease on a prestigious site virtually in the 
heart of Sheffield, the firm seized it and with 
the emphasis on Standard cars made an 
approach to the Standard Motor Car 
Company to display and sell Ferguson 
tractors and implements.

Next door to the Royal Hospital (long 
gone) on West Street in Sheffield the name of 
Samuel Wilson and Son was erected - one 
showroom displaying the Standard car range 
of the early 40s, soon to be augmented by the 
new and innovative Standard Vanguard 
range, the Triumph 1800 'Razor Edge' saloon. 
Triumph Roadster and Mayflower saloon.

Little Boy -  Big Tractor. Fred Wilson at 5 years o f age. 

48



The Ferguson Club Spring 2001

Very first show. Rotherham, June 1947

The Ferguson TE20 tractor - the first 
Sheffield had ever seen had a showroom all 
to itself - along with one or two small 
implements.

The trading agreement between Harry 
Ferguson Limited and its outlets stipulated 
that one example of every implement 
manufactured by the company had to be 
available for purchase by a customer. The 
workshop and factory at Hillsborough were 
thus filled with trailers, ploughs, discs, 
hammer mills and even one example of the 
rowcrop thinner which nobody ever bought 
because no land round Sheffield was suitable 
for its use.

All Ferguson agencies had to pay for the 
implements and tractors in advance and had 
to ensure delivery for their customers by 
ordering sometimes 3 months in advance so 
the cash turnover at times must have been 
considerable.

The business in the late 1940s was run by 
Frank and his brother Kenneth and it 
perhaps isn't surprising that whenever 
young Fred Wilson could, he would be on the 
tractors as they were demonstrated - at 5 
years of age or so.

The Ferguson tractor was viewed with 
some suspicion by the farmers in the area, 
used to the interminable winding with the 
starting handle every morning and the 
whining noise of the worm driven back axles 
of the period. The Standard Fordson tractors 
were well known and trusty machines for 
draught work. They could pull heavy 4 
wheeled drays and they had proved their 
worth throughout the war years but now 
there came along a diminutive tractor, 
painted grey which started by turning a key 
and was demonstrated pulling a multi 
furrowed plough in awful conditions, 
picking up the plough at the end of the work 
and, turning virtually in its own length to
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Sam's engineering and managerial staff - 1952

return to its start point.
The dour northerners were sceptical but 

by a combination of films and talks in village 
halls, field demonstrations and so forth, the 
little grey tractor began to sell and the 
interest in the tractor began to overshadow 
the motor car showroom down the road.

The village hall demonstrations were 
artfully organised - Keystone Cops and 
Mickey Mouse being shown with Ferguson 
films in between. The Ferguson model tractor 
and plough was always well demonstrated. 
These were made in Sheffield by Mills 
Models, were tinware and priced at 17 and a 
half guineas each (£18.37 V 2p).

As new (full sized) models were produced 
by Ferguson, Wilson’s had to purchase them 
and this included the industrial models, now 
becoming popular in the factories and works 
in the city. Half tracks were also stocked.

When Stoneleigh was set up, salesmen.

and mechanics had to attend the training 
courses- all at Wilson's expense. The 
Ferguson company stated what type of van 
would be suitable for tractor servicing and 
needless to say, only the Standard Vanguard 
van was suitable for use as workshops and 
demonstration purposes.

The first lorry bought by Wilson's for 
delivering tractors was a 30cwt Bedford 
which pulled a trailer on which tractors and 
implements could be carried. Unfortunately 
the lorry had a habit of losing its trailer so a 
Dodge flat bed rigid chassis truck was 
purchased onto which the tractors were 
loaded using ramps. It is alleged that the 
tractors were placed in line, four at a time but 
one dropped off, pulling the others with it so 
another scheme was pursued and when the 
35’s were being delivered these were placed 
sideways. The tractors being delivered 
sideways had to be unloaded with a block 
and tackle but the 65's , being bigger, were
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always supplied from the factory in line on 
the delivery truck.

The Wilson company was a thriving 
concern at a time when the country was 
beginning to get on its feet again after 6 years 
of war and there was an urgent need for the 
agricultural industry to become more 
efficient. The grey Fergie met the need and 
with the 'Ferguson System' being promoted 
all over the world the Wilson firm could not 
possibly do anything else but succeed.

Six Vanguard vans were working every 
day fulfilling the customers needs, every van 
with its driver/engineer being capable of 
doing anything to a tractor or implement 
apart from a full engine overhaul. Every few 
weeks the firm's salesman would call with 
information on new products and to make 
sure the customer was happy with his or her 
purchase.

One Vanguard van (registered number 
TWE 6) was fitted with a TEF engine, the

result being disappointing as steering the 
vehicle required the strength of Samson, the 
king pins kept collapsing under the weight 
and 'it took 5 minutes to get up to 30mph' 
according to Fred Wilson.

The industrial concerns around the city 
now began to ask for quotes for special 
machines - Kendray (Barnsley) cemetery 
showed an interest in an industrial machine 
with a back acter for grave digging; a 
wireworks at Renishaw tried out a tractor 
with a special earthmover blade to shove 
trolleys holding molten steel into and out of 
the furnaces, and Hepworth Iron Company 
bought a tractor equipped with a rear fork lift 
(made by Cameron and Gardner) to carry 
clay pipes about.

Ferguson made their own fork lift, as it 
happened (at Stockport) but a lot of other 
implements were farmed out to specialist 
manufacturers - the cordwood saw was 
made in Bolton in Lancashire for example

This TEF20, owned by Keith Dunderdale, was originally sold by Wilson's. Keith is the second owner.
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and the compressors were made by 
Hydrovane.

The name of Samuel Wilson was now as 
well known as Wardonia razor blades or 
Wilkinson Sword. Alfred Wilson was now an 
elderly gentleman and in 1961 the writer 
(Roger Webb) was employed at a company 
called Globe and Simpson who were the 
main agents for Lucas and CAV in Sheffield. 
Instructions had been given to the effect that 
anyone asking for trade discount had to 
present an official order and as the elderly 
gent hadn't got an order when he came to the 
counter, he was refused trade discount 
whereupon Roger Webb got the tongue 
lashing of his life after the elderly gentleman 
(Mr Wilson himself) got back to his office 
across the road and picked up the telephone 
to complain.

By the late 50s and the early 60s several 
farmers had bought the MF 35 and even 
more had converted their TEA's to the 
TE20/P3 and in 1963 Wilson's ceased to be 
the main agent for the Massey Ferguson 
range of tractors and implements. The 
Massey Harris tractors were being sold by 
another company and there was a clear 
conflict of interest and sales were beginning 
to suffer.

The firm still continued in business selling 
David Brown tractors, Webb and Suffolk 
lawn mowers, Allen Scythes and Howard 
Rotavator's as well as continuing the Lucas 
B90 exchange scheme, and selling Calor Gas.

In 1968 the firm ceased trading and there 
was a 3 day sale when everything was sold. 
The service vans were now down to 4 and the 
employees perhaps numbered 25 in total. 
Today the block of offices and outlets is still 
in existence but the gleaming Vanguards and 
Mayflowers and the grey TE20 Fergie in its 
own showroom are no more.

The company is to this day referred to 
with great affection and the little name plates 
still fixed to elderly grey Fergies are 
cherished.

Fred Wilson is a worthy successor to his 
great grandfather. He has a TEA which he 
found in North Yorkshire and he has a diesel 
FE35 which he towed 26 times round one of 
his fields before he got it to start. After 
restoration it now starts without difficulty. 
Fifty years ago he would have put a couple of 
pennies in the call box, pressed button A and 
a grey Vanguard van would have rolled into 
the yard to sort things out.

From one horse power to one hundred 
horse power in roughly the same number of 
years is a dubious achievement. From the 
spokeshave to robot engineering is the same 
sort of analogy.

Samuel Wilson ploughed the 
metaphorical furrow up West Street for 
hundreds of farmers and we continue to reap 
the benefit.

Roger Webb 
No. 165

9N-2N-8N-NAA
E W i L E T T E R

THE FORD TRACTOR CLUB THAT MEETS 
FOUR TIMES A  YEAR...RIGHT AT YOUR PLACE!

A quarterly magazine about these great Ford tractors 
covering the whole "Grey Line" including 600-900/ 
DextO/ Fordson Major Diesel ~ reader and club 
exchange, restoration and maintenance information, 
product tests, implements, retrofits, tips, free classi
fieds. $22/Foreign, $19/Canada, $16/USA (U.S. Funds) 

The N-Newsletter
PO BOX 2 7 5  • DEPT FC • E CORINTH, VT • 0 5 0 4 0 -0 2 7 5  

WWW.N-NEWS.COM
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Safety Corner
In this my second article on farm safety, I thought it might be useful to deal with a piece of 

equipment often used on farms (probably at this time of year more often, due to the terrible 
storms we arc experiencing. Yes that most dangerous tool "The Chainsaw".

A clearly marked posjtsve 
O WQ f  f  switch

Throttle 
lock out

Safety 
(dead 
throttle

0ham
:bre«skage
guard

Anti yihratloo
syjsiem

f  rom haiTKi guard/ 
haia brake

An exhaust syssten-i which 
hnrses away from 

the operator

\
Chsin
catcher

A well QusriietJ chaiu s»w

Safety chain with kick 
back guard links

Firstly, take a look at the picture above and 
ask yourself - "Has my chainsaw got the 
features referred to?"

Chainsaws are used by all kinds of people 
from the inexperienced to the highly skilled 
forester. A chainsaw is a very dangerous 
cutting tool and accidents involving them are 
rarely trivial.

People who intend using chainsaws 
should:-

1. Be trained in how to care and use the saw.
2. Be at least 18 years of age.
3. Wear suitable protective clothing.
4. Ensure that they have taken reasonable 

steps so that no-one is put at risk by their

work.

However, there are a few critical points 
that MUST BE CHECKED BEFORE YOU 
START CUTTING.

1. CHECKING THE SAW

a) Stop switch is clearly marked
b) Guards are in position, especially the 

hand guard.
c) Chain guide bar and sprocket are 

undamaged.
d) Chain tension is set correctly.
e) Chain lubrication is working.
f) The saw is sharp.
g) Chain runs freely, but stops when 

throttle control is released.
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2. STARTING

Place the saw on level ground; place your 
foot on rear handle base plate and your 
hand on the front handle. Pull starter cord 
firmly. WARNING: Always carry the saw 
with the engine STOPPED, with guide bar 
to the rear and silencer away from the 
body.

3. "KICKBACK"
- What is this you might ask?

A sudden uncontrolled movement of the 
guide bar, which happens when the guide 
bar hits an object.

Many accidents are caused by this event 
and injury occurs to the face and parts of 
the upper body where it is difficult to 
provide protection.

A good chain brake REDUCES the effect, 
BUT IT WON'T PREVENT IT So please 
operate as follows:-

Don't allow the guide bar to touch any 
obstruction.

Don't over reach.
Keep saw below chest height.
Keep your thumb (left Hand) around 
the back of the front handle.
Always cut at full power.

I mentioned protective clothing earlier 
and here is my recommendation:-

Use:
1. Safety helmet {BS 5240)
2. Protective hearing
3. Eye protection.
4. Clothing (close fitting, incorporating 

loosely woven nylon fibres) for legs, neck, 
shoulders and upper chest.

5. Gloves with protection pad on the back of 
the left hand.

6. Boots with toe protection, top of foot and 
front of lower leg.

And finally - Sizing up the job

Here are a few tips:-

1. Identify areas of difficulty.

2. Make sure your foothold is firm and free 
from obstruction.

3. Leave leaning or wind blown trees to the 
experts.

4. Make sure the tree is not affected by rot.

5. Watch out for OVERHEAD POWER 
LINES - only attempt to fell trees that are 
outside 2 tree lengths from the power line.

6. Check if roadways, lanes, etc., are within 2 
tree lengths of the tree to be felled, if so 
you will need to ensure that road users 
and members of the public do not enter 
the DANGER ZONE.

7. Watch out for movement of branches 
being cut.

NEVER:-

1. Attempt to fell a tree until you are trained.

2. Use a blunt or unguarded saw.

3. Cut above shoulder high.

4. Let the nose of the guide bar touch 
anything.

5. Hold the branch beside the cut being 
made.

6. Carry the saw with the engine running.

7. Attempt to start the saw while carrying it. 

Next issue - "Tractors overturning"

Harry Turkington 
No. 1719
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CLUB CLOTHING Kynshera, Holm 
Orkney, Scotland 

KW17 2RZ

FLEECE JACKETS
Sizes M L XL 
Size XXL

Navy
Navy

LAMBSWOOL V - NECKED JUMPER
Sizes 36" - 48"
Colours: Light Grey, Navy, Royal, Maroon, 

Bottle Green

BOILER SUIT
Sizes 38" - 48' Navy, Royal

POLO SHIRT
Sizes S M L XL 
Size XXL
Colours: White, Black, Navy, Royal, Grey

SWEATSHIRT
Sizes S, M, L, XL 
Size XXL

Medium Grey 
Medium Grey

£33.00
£34.00

£35.60

£28.00

£19.00
£21.00

£23.00
£25.00

AMERICAN CAP
Colours: Black, Navy, Royal £8.50

KNITTED SKI CAP
Colours: Black, Navy, Royal £9.50

All the above garments have the Ferguson Club Logo embroidered on.

TEE SHIRT (Logo on the back)
Sizes: Childrens 3/4  5 /6  7/8 9/10 11/12 
Sizes S M L XL 
Size XXL
Colours: Light Grey, White, Cream, Red.

£ 10.00
£11.00
£11.50

Please note the above prices include postage UK only and are subject to change 
without notice.

Cheques must be in £ Sterling and payable to Norman Shearer at the above address.
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CULLERLIE FARM PARK

VINTAGE DAY
on Sunday, 6th May, 2001

There will be
TRACTORS CARS MOTORBIKES 

STATIONARY ENGINES MODELS STALLS 
AUTOJUMBLE CRAFTS ETC.

We would like exhibitors and stall holders to join them if 
they have anything of interest from the list above.

For more information about the event and to book, telephone or write to:
Anne/Tam Reid,

Cullerlie Farm Park, Echt, Skene AB32 6XL 
Telephone: 01330 860549

The Ferguson Club will be in attendance 
Come and meet the team at our stand
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Eight Pence A Gallon
As a boy growing up on my father's farm 

during the early fifties, I caught the end of 
the era of mixed farming. I also caught 
something else which affected me to an 
extent that remains with me today - the last 
dying throes of the TVO era.

My earliest memories of the tractor are 
still vivid. During the winter ploughing 
season my father would finish whatever he 
happened to be doing just before five o clock 
in the evening and say the magic words "I'm 
just going to see the men in". What he meant 
was that he was going to greet the tractor 
drivers as they came in from their days work 
in order to hear of any problems and to 
assess the amount of work each outfit had 
completed in the day.

From five years old I waited to hear those 
magic words and I would plead with my 
mother to let me go with my father to "see 
the men in". What I really meant was that I 
wanted to "see the tractors in". They were 
Fordson E27N Majors in 1950, although 
readers will be relieved to hear that a small 
grey usurper was becoming increasingly 
popular with the drivers for carting, 
harrowing and general lighter duties. There I 
would stand in the tractor house, holding 
tightly on to my fathers hand and staring in 
awe and sheer ecstasy as the tractors rolled 
in. Of course, I could hear them coming long 
before I could see them and yes, I could smell 
them. A wonderful sweet vanilla flavoured 
scent that remains evocative. The mere whiff 
of tractor exhaust was a delight as no other to 
this five year old and to this day conjures up 
memories of an idyllic childhood.

In my fifties I remain a fanatic for old 
tractors and have amassed quite a few over 
the years, including a couple of grey ones. 
Most of them were designed to run on TVO.

So what is TVO - the stuff of which all

those memories are made?

TVO stands for Tractor Vapourising Oil (I 
use capitals with reverence) and everybody 
in the tractor preservation world knows what 
it is - or do they? Since this fuel was 
withdrawn from sale by the major oil 
companies in the mid seventies, a multitude 
of home brewed "TVO substitutes" have 
been advocated. Most of these work to a 
greater or lesser extent, but in striving for 
authenticity it is necessary to understand 
exactly what TVO was by delving into the 
arcane world of oil refining.

In the earliest days of the tractor, the fuel 
used was standard kerosene. It had the 
advantage of being cheap and readily 
available. It was also much safer to store on 
the farm than bulk petrol. Its main 
disadvantages were its relative lack of 
volatility and its low octane number which 
precluded its use in engines with a 
compression ratio much above 3.5 : 1. 
Accordingly, tractor manufacturers 
developed a wide range of exhaust/inlet 
manifold heat exchangers (vapourisers) 
which enabled engines to burn kerosene 
provided that the compression ratio was low 
enough to cope with an octane number of 
about 20 without pre-ignition.

Kerosene is a mixture of hydrocarbons 
which can broadly be classified as 
"paraffinic" or "aromatic" and it was noted 
early in the 20th century that kerosenes 
produced by refining crude oil from 
Pennsylvania had a much lower tendency to 
smoke in lamps and stoves with wick 
burners. This was found to be due to the high 
content of paraffinic material present in such 
kerosenes. Conversely, kerosene produced 
from East European crude was unacceptably 
smoky as a result of its high content of 
aromatic hydrocarbons.
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At that time the chief market for kerosene 
was as a lamp fuel for lighting homes etc. 
Accordingly, a process was developed in 
1907 by a Rumanian called Edeleanu to 
separate and remove the smoky aromatic 
components from standard kerosene in order 
to leave an improved lamp oil which came to 
be known by the generic "Paraffin".

As an engine fuel, lamp paraffin was and 
is pretty awful, having an octane number 
approaching zero. Conversely, it soon 
become evident that the aromatic fraction of 
kerosene, which was removed in the 
production of lamp oil, was a far better 
engine fuel due to its naturally high octane 
number.

Meanwhile, in the quest for greater engine 
power and fuel efficiency, tractor 
manufacturers sought to raise compression 
ratios somewhat and this necessitated a fuel 
with a higher octane number than kerosene 
in order to avoid potentially damaging pre 
ignition or "pinking". The oil companies 
responded by blending into standard 
kerosene the high octane aromatic fraction 
which had been extracted in the manufacture 
of lamp paraffin. The result was an improved 
kerosene-type engine fuel with an octane 
number of around 50-60.

The first company to market such fuel 
commercially was Esso and it was that 
company which coined the name "Tractor 
Vapourising Oil" - quickly shortened to TVO. 
I remember father telling me he paid 8d a 
gallon in the fifties.

Sadly, TVO is no longer manufactured by 
the major oil companies. However, it is 
possible to make ones own "home brew" by 
raising the octane number of standard 28 
second kerosene. To do so, simply prepare a 
mixture of 85% kerosene and 15% super 
unleaded petrol. Your TED 20 will go fine on 
this mixture and should not suffer from 
pinking if the engine is set up correctly and in

reasonable mechanical condition. In fact you 
should notice that running is improved by 
comparison with operation on petrol 
provided that the mixture is set slightly 
richer than is required for that of fuel. 
Owners of (dare I say it) Fordsons and other 
wartime TVO tractors should get by with a 
90% kerosene to 10% super unleaded 
mixture, although experimentation will help 
in determining the best proportion of 
ingredients.

Although functionally satisfactory, this 
fuel mixture will not smell quite like the real 
thing. The smell can be improved by the 
addition of up to 10% naphthenic kerosene 
available from Nynas Petroleum under the 
trade name of "Keromac" but after 20 years 
of trying I am still searching for the whiff of 
vanilla that I remember so well.

To explode a few myths; don't put diesel 
in your mix. The high cetane number of 
diesel will simply counteract the octane 
enhancing qualities of the petrol which you 
add and will do nothing for the running of 
your engine as well as smelling awful (do 
you really want your Fergy to smell like a 
Field Marshall?) Secondly, do not under any 
circumstances use lamp oil or "Premium 
Paraffin" in your TVO. To do so is not only 
unwise but truly foolhardy as your engine 
will soon tell you in clearly audible terms. 
Finally, although it will do no harm, there is 
nothing to be gained by adding engine oil or 
2 stroke oil to TVO (do you really want your 
Fergy to smell like a Flymo?)

Who knows, one day someone may be 
able to persuade one of the majors to 
reintroduce TVO for sale to the vintage 
movement. Until then we can still enjoy our 
tractors and continue to hope for a whiff of 
vanilla in the wind which will let us know 
that our call has been answered.

Richard Sturdy 
No. 3371
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SCOTLAND MEMBERS
Dates for future events:-

SATURDAX 12TH MAX 2001

Perthshire, Angus, Fife and Stirlingshire 
Members Open Day at Murthly Village Hall.

SUNDAY, 20TH MAY, 2001

Club Stand at Borders Rally, Kelso.

I also enclose a photo (shown below) of the 
tractor line up at last years' Perthshire 
Members Open Day. This was also held at 
Murthly Village Hall and playing fields. This 
years' event on the 12th May, 2001 will be the

STOP PRESS
Ferguson Tractor Covers made in heavy duty green canvas with 

eyelets, just the thing for keeping your Fergie clean and dry.
We have two types - with and without headlight pocket. These covers 

have the Ferguson logo on them.

Prices £50.00 without light pocket £58.00 with pocket 
PLUS POSTAGE

Available from the Club's Merchandise Section 
Tel: 01673 885330
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third one to be held at this venue.

John Melloy 
No. 1586

REGIONAL NOTE FROM 
FIFE AREA CO-ORDINATOR 

PETER SMALL

As I write this Fife is gripped in the worst 
of the winter weather, with snow lying in 
most areas, except the coastal fringes, but 
very deep on higher ground, including my 
home. So there is a fair bit of shovelling 
needed to get out in the morning. We all hope 
that when this weather relents we get a good 
spring to ease the bad memories of last year.

Fife's rural community, like all others 
across the country, has taken a battering with 
the terrible harvests of 1998 and 2000, 
playing a large part. The farming economy 
being as it is, is causing a great many farm 
displenishment sales or roups as we call 
them.

Whilst it may be good for vintage 
enthusiasts to have this many sales to go to, 
there is a danger that the number of pieces of 
old machinery offered for sale may outstrip 
the demand. Meaning some interesting 
objects may miss being brought into 
preservation only time will tell. Now is your 
chance to start an implement collection or get 
that machine that compliments your tractor 
nicely, remember most farms would have 
some sort of Ferguson System Implement 
lying about. One thing is for sure the sales 
will continue this spring.

I have included some prices from two 
sales that might be of interest to readers.

Collective Machinery sale at Mayfield 
Cupar 28th October 2000 By Forfar Mart.

Tractors: -

International Farmall H (Runner) £500 
F Reg MF 135 Berry Tractor

c/w  Duncan Cab (Tidy) £1150
T Reg MF 590 (Square) £1500

Ford 3000 (Restored) £1150
Not Sold

Fordson Major with 
6 cyl Perkins £260
Fordson Major with 6 cyl Ford £250? 
IH B 250 £440

Whitlock Digger Ford
6 X Skid Unit £260
Nuffield Universal
Diesel (Restored) £400

Not Sold
Machinery: -

Ballach Turnip Scarifier £2
Ferguson Weeder £10
DB Ridger £20
DB Grubber £28
Ferguson 3 ton Trailer no sides, 
puncture (Poor condition) £18
Dyke Back Plough Ferguson 
16" body c/w  Disc and Skimmer £26
Garvie Grass Seed Barrow 
3 point Linkage £8
Pierce Turnip Sheer £14
Ferguson 3 ton Trailer
(re-timbered) £220
Ferguson 2 Furrow 794 Plough £60
MF Hay Mower £65
Ferguson Rigid Tine Cultivator £14
Scarifier £4
Stanhay 2 Row Precision Seeder 
(no Boxes) £4
MF Grubber £40
Ferguson Ridger £25
Ransome 2 Furrow
Conventional Plough £120
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Farm Displenishment Sale at Myrecairnie 

Farm, Cupar by Farfar Mart.

Tractors: -

Ferguson TED 20
(Reasonably complete non runner) £380 
Auis Chalmers B
(Reasonably complete non runner) £140 
Fordson Major (Minus block) £70

Machinery & Misc: -

Hay Tripod £1
Dickie Hay Sweep
(May fit Ferguson) £18
3 Cake Breakers £1 each
Trailed Howard Rotovater £1
Coup Cart £90
Fisher Humphries
Trailed Hedge Cutter £12
Mounted Saddle Harrows £2
Horse Harrows £2
Horse Forks £1
Trams £1
Bamford Horse Hay Turner £6
Horse Rake £2
Lister Tractor Rake £2
Lister Tractor Rake £5
Russell Turnip Cutter (with engine) £3
Bamford Turnip Cutter £14
Forfar Foundry Potato Digger £2
Turnip Drill £1
David Brown Grubber £3
Ransome Mounted Grubber £1
Ransome 3 Furrow
Conventional Plough £2
Ransome 3 Furrow
Conventional Plough £18
MF 394 2 Furrow Plough £4
MF 394 2 Furrow Plough £2
Sellers Plough £1
End Rig Plough £1

Ransome Single Furrow Plough 
3 Ferguson Hay Mowers

£6 
£25

for all three 
2 Wild Thwaites Dung Spreader £1 each 
Turnip Topper & Trailer £1
Potato Dressing Hoppers £1
Strakes £1
Fordson Major Spade Wheel (1 of) £2
French & Hecht Front
Wheels for Massey Harris Tractor £4
French & Hecht Rear Wheels 
for Massey Harris Tractor £12
DB Single Iron Rear Wheel £2

It should be noted that these prices may 
include VAT and that I have recorded them at 
the sales to the best of my ability and there is 
no guarantee of accuracy. The condition of 
items varied from very poor to complete and 
restored.

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

FIFE SHOW

Balcorm Mains Leven Fife 
Sat 19th May

Including Historical farming Pageant 

FIFE VINTAGE

AGRICULTURAL CLUB ANNUAL RALLY
Thornton Fife 

Sunday 8th July

THE SCOTTISH PLOUGHING MATCH

(In October dates still to be announced)

Will be held at Pask Farm Leuchars Fife. It 
is hoped the Ferguson Club can put on a 
display of Ferguson ploughing equipment, 
details later.

P Small 
No. 1633
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FOR SALE

Tractor for Sale
1952 TED20 Product number 
242345. Road Taxed and Insured.
Good rurmer. Fully restored.
Spare engine and many add ons 
including front end bucket, 
transporter box, muck rake etc. £1250.00 

Duncan Strang (2695) 
'Strathlyn' 

Kilmahog, Callender 
Perthshire 
EK17 8HD 

Telephone: 01877 330074

For Sale

Sale of Banana Loader Arms

Banana Loader Arms with tines and two 
primary rams for sale or swap for implement, 
even cash adjustment for interesting thing. 
Delivery possible.

Slater Reynolds (2558)
Parsonage Mead 

The Spring, Market Lavington 
Devizes, Wiltshire 

SNIO 4EB 
Tel/Fax: 01380 816222 

E-mail: jsrjsr@msn.com

FREE

775 rear Mounted Mower

In pieces, but all there. Few bits even 
s/blasted and painted. Buyer collects. Any 
hassle will incur £25 on the spot fine.

Dick Kenny (2961) 
Rockshead 

Brayford 
Nr Barnstable

EX32 7QB 
Telephone; 01598 710206

Implements for Sale

Ferguson Weeder 
Fold Up Spike Harrows 
Discs
Transport Box 
Reversible Plough 
Potato Planter 
Spinner 
Ridger
Stabiliser Bars
Brackets, Toolbars, Stays, Top Links
Sawbench and Pulley
Subsoiler
1, 2 and 3 Furrow Ploughs
Cultivator
Fuller Drawbar
Massey Harris Hammer Mill
Sellack Air Compressor with
Hedgecutter driven off pulley
Various Ferguson and
Massey Ferguson Original
Instruction Books, Sale Leaflets etc.

Mr C Powell, (1623), 
Stable House, 

Munstone, 
Hereford HRl 3AH. 

Telephone: 01432 264285 
evenings and weekends (Trade)

Miscellaneous Items For Sale

Ferguson-Brown Implement 
Serial Number Plates 
BIO for the plough.
Blank for the other implements.
C, D, E, can be etched in the box.

Price £20.00 
including rivets plus £1.00 P&P.

The book 'A Global Corporation' 
by E P Neufeld 
Original copy, hard backed.
Outside cover a bit tatty 
otherwise in good condition.

Offers over £10.00
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Ford-Freguson 'Sherman'
Implement Serial Number Plates

Price £15.00 
each including rivets and P&P.

Stamping £2.00 each. 
(You provide the number). 

See example at bottom of page.

To Swap
Available 'Northern Bank'
£20.00 notes with 
Harry Ferguson depicted.
There are now three types.
SAE with order

R. McMullen
3 Ballyvannon Road, 
Ballinderry, Lisburn, 

Northern Ireland
BT28 2LD 

Telephone: 028 94 423133

Implements Wanted

Ferguson LU-E20 Loader with Muck Fork
Banana Loader or MIL Loader to fit TE20
Ferguson Winch
Offset Disc Harrows
Lighting Set
Disc Plough
Stationary Hammer Mill 
Medium Volume Sprayer 
Reversible Heavy Duty Disc Harrows 
Front Wheelcaps 
5' Bulldozer Blade
Any Original TE20 or MF35 Instruction 
Books or Sales Leaflets

Mr C Powell, (1623), 
Stable House, 

Munstone, 
Hereford HRl 3AH. 

Telephone: 01432 264285 
evenings and weekends (Trade)

WANTED

Wanted

Cab for TEF 20 and Kigass Atomiser,
Tank and Pump, also Air Pre-Filter 
and Hose.

Ian Fyfe (3305) 
Email: info@springburn.net

ALL 5ALES/WANTS MUST

GO TO ROGER WEBB
Dun Dige,

Main Road,
The Common, 
Holmesfield,

Dronfield S18 7 WB. 
Tel/Fax: 0114 289 0003

Ford-Ferguson 'Serman' Implement Serial Number Plate - With or without BIO-

B 1 0TYPE_____
BRITISH

253566 -  1926 
320084 -  1929
470068 -  1937
470069 -  1937

^ ^ 4 PATENTS
470087 -  1937 
471515 -  1937
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES
Northern Ireland: Mr Norman Kerr 028 406 26270
Scotland (Orkney & Shetland): Mr Norman Shearer 01856 781368
Scotland (North): Mr Lawrence Jamieson 01408 633108
Scotland (North East): Mr Bob Lindsay 01224 722518
Scotland (South): Mr John Gibson 01899 810214
Scotland (Invemesshire & Ross -shire): Mr Don Williamson 01463 782568
Scotland (Perthshire): Mr John Melloy 01738 710298
Scotland (Fife): Mr Peter Small 01334 840547
South Wales: Mr Basil George 01656 654440
Wales (Gwent): Mr Merlys Lewis 01495 763450
North East England / North Yorkshire: Mr Brian Pickering 01423 323177
Cumbria: Mr Dave Weeks 01768 772315
Yorkshire & Derbyshire: Mr Roger Webb 0114 289 0003
West Yorkshire: Mr John Groves 01535 644180
East Anglia / Lines: Mr John Jeffries 01406 540246
Norfolk (West): Mr Duncan Russell 01760 721375
Norfolk (East): Mr Ian Miller 01379 676278
Kent / Sussex / Suffolk Mr Tony Patten 01424 444910
Suffolk: Mr John Cousins 01728 638721
West Gloucestershire & Somerset: Mr Ian Richings 01242 574830
Hampshire: Mr Martin Cull 01489 572083
Devon: Mr Michael Thome 01769 540233
Devon (North): Mr & Mrs Harold Beer 01769 540678
Ireland, Republic of: Mr James Barrow (353) 65 40286
Holland: Mr B Westerveld 1883 15311
Germany (North): Mr Karl-Heinz Kiunke (040) 6419262
Denmark: Mrs Merethe Hansen (45)53939212
South Africa: Mr DR Field 27-33 9970891

The contribution of articles and news will always be welcome. We also welcome 
for publication constructive correspondence about the Journal and the Club 
generally, especially where such correspondence is also accompanied by offers of 
help. As a general rule it will not be editorial policy to censor contributions.
© Copyright remains with the author where named, otherwise the Ferguson Club.

IMPORTANT DATES:
The last date for publication in the next issue is 17th June, 2001 

The AGM is CANCELLED. See Chairman's Report, Page 3
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'Enthusiasts interested in preservation and restoration in connection 
with probably the greatest revolution in agricultural engineering'

Alan Dunderdale, 7 Waveney Drive, Higham, Barnsley, South Yorks S75 IPU ^  
Tel: 01226 386715 Fax: 01226 230814
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