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THE EDITORS BIT
Due to problems with the printers, some 

sections of the last Journal were missed out, 
for which I am very sorry. It was out of my 
hands until 1,000 copies arrived at my house 
and we found the mistake. The proofs had 
been checked and were OK.

Because of these problems and so many 
others the General Committee has backed 
me in changing our printers, and I hope now 
you will begin to see a quality Journal again.

I have been promised some rather 
interesting articles in the very near future, 
one from Mike Thorne, and some from 
unknown authors, but I still need more if we 
are to get three issues per year.

The younger members have not 
responded very well, so I will drop their page 
until such time interest is shown. It is a great

shame as a few members have put a lot of 
time and effort into their page; a very big 
thank you to them from the general 
committee and especially the editor.

A year's free membership is offered to 
someone, see the notice inside.

I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but 
winter is approaching very fast, so please 
don't forget your Fergie, it needs all the 
winter checks doing NOW. It has looked 
after you during the summer so please spend 
a few hours maintenance time; you know it's 
worth it.

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM THE EDITOR.
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The Front Cover is a Hammer Mill. Type H-LE-A20
Hammer Mill Portable, Types H-LE- 

A20, H-LE-B20, H-LE-A20001

The Hammer mill is driven off a 
Ferguson pulley. It is of the elevating type 
and is complete with fan and double 
bagging cyclone, non-magnetic metal 
eliminator, swinging hammer, adjustable 
grain hopper, and two sets of standard 
screens, V 4 other screens were
obtainable as extras.

It is attached to the tractor linkage 
using the stabiliser kit (A-TE-59). An 
adjusting rack is fitted to the top link; this 
receives a yoke from the front base of the 
mill to carry the weight of the mill. It is

also recommended that an exhaust pipe 
extension is fitted.

The mill is operated with the engine at 
full throttle to give a Hammermill speed 
of 2800 - 3000 rpm. It may be used for 
grains, hay, dried grass or roughage, or 
even fertilisers, grains are fed in from the 
hopper whilst roughages are fed in down 
the chute. The hopper has a 1.25 bushel 
capacity. Milled material is either blown 
into the bagging hopper or can be blown 
into storage up to 60ft high. Output will 
vary depending on materials used from 
4.5 cwt per hour for barley through  ̂/ 4in 
screen to 48 cwt/hour through a l^/sin 
screen. Weight 41/2 cwt.

THE OLD TWENTY 
PARTS COMPANY

Your first call for Ferguson & Ford Ferguson 
Most Parts - many original 

Parts for most other makes from 1920 to date 
Send stamped addressed envelope for 

complete list.

Visit our stand at major rallies - send for list 
of events we attend.

Cavendish Bridge, Shardlow, Derby DE72 2HL

Tel: 01332 792994 & 792698
Fax: 01332 799192

Cross 
Stitch Kits

Cross Stitch
Tractor TE 20 K it.................£9.75

Cross Stitch
30cwt Trailer K i t .................£7.75

Both kits worked on 14 count aida

Please make cheques payable to 
"Joan" and post to:

7 High Street, Holbeach, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 7DU

Postage & Packing included.
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A Message From the Chairman
At our General Committee Meeting on 

Saturday the 17th October, we had a large 
agenda to get through. Item 8 which was the 
Journal was discussed at great length. We do 
need our area representatives to write articles 
for the magazine. Remember this is a 
members club!! With approximately 1000 
members there must be some of you who can 
put pen to paper and write some very 
interesting or technical articles for the journal 
about anything Ferguson. This is in no way a 
criticism, as we do receive a lot of interesting 
articles. In my second year of being 
Chairman I find this is still an ongoing 
problem with the Journal. Our Editor does 
have a full time job, but he does need the help 
from the Members to produce the journal 
three times a year. We also need input from 
our junior members which have the 
enthusiasm for the the future of The 
Ferguson Club. Whilst I am talking about the

Journal I think I should mention the "Ladies 
Page" it also has great difficulties in receiving 
articles. The Editor has a struggle in 
producing the page without help from you 
ladies.

We had the Club stand at The National 
Ploughing Championships held on the 10th 
and the 11th of October, at Preston Capes. 
After the mud in Kent last year, this was 
certainly a great improvement to walk 
around the site. I did my usual search 
through the membership secretary to find a 
Ferguson Club member with a tractor in the 
area, to put on display in front of the stand.

Again this year we found a super tractor 
which was a FE 35 owned by Robert Collins. 
Everyone took a great interest looking at this 
tractor, (see photo) Thank you very much 
Robert.

Ian Halstead (No: 610)

Mr. Robert Collins (No: 1045), who brought this very nice Grey Gold to our stand.
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A.G.M. 1998 - Cupar, Scotland
It gives me very great pleasure to report to 

you all that our 1998 A.G.M. was a great 
success and a very enjoyable event indeed.

As you will realise this is my first report 
since my appointment as Gen. Sec. and I 
have spent most of my time getting to grips 
with the job.

I don’t mind admitting that at first I was a 
little nervous in case I had missed something 
for the A.G.M. but all went well, especially 
our Constitutional business.

I would like to record here that I 
appreciate very much the help of people like 
Ian, Alan, Lawrence, and the other members 
of the General Committee in getting through 
all the A.G.M. business.

Special mention must be made of Peter 
Small and John Melloy but more about them 
later.

Having issued all the necessary 
paperwork, I arrived in Cupar (with my 
good friend Norman Kerr - N.I. Rep) and 
checked in at our Hotel.

It wasn't long until some of the Gen, 
Comm, contacted me and last minute details 
for the following day were finally confirmed.

Early (nearly too early) on Saturday 25th 1 
arrived at Elmwood College only to find 
Peter and John in complete charge and ready 
to assist me. Having assured the Chairman 
Ian Halstead that we were ready, the 1998 
A.G.M. commenced.

One of the Ferguson tractors that went to the North Pole, now resides in New Zealand.
Photo: Norman Kerr
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Don H. Watson (No: 537), our New Zealand member, Green Park Christchurch, 
and Norman Kerr (standing)

It was very encouraging to see such a 
good turnout of Members and friends in 
attendance and with the full co-operation of 
all present we dealt with the items on the 
Agenda.

Reports and Elections complete we 
proceeded to appoint our new President - Mr 
Jamie Sheldon, and we look forward to 
continuing our long and happy association 
with the Ferguson family.

Constitutional matters completed, we 
retired for a short coffee break and our first 
opportunity to view the tractors brought to 
the College by our Scottish Members & 
friends. This was indeed a real joy to see such 
equipment in perfect working order and my 
special thanks go to them for taking the time 
and trouble for us.

Having returned to the next part of the

meeting (all A.G.M. business now complete) 
we were to experience possibly the highlight 
of our visit to Scotland:-

Firstly, with the aid of photographs, Dick 
Dowdeswell had us rolling in the aisles with 
his unique presentation style as he recalled 
some of his "antics" as a Test Engineer with 
Harry Ferguson. What a life he had - trying 
to break everything he sat on and getting up 
to one or two "tricks" he developed whilst 
testing. Well done Dick, you are a joy to listen 
to, and perhaps we can get all those beautiful 
stories on paper soon!!

As if that was not enough of 
"entertainment" for one day, we were then 
taken on a "tour of the world" by Norman 
Kerr.

Norman and his wife had just returned 
from a holiday which had taken them half
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way around the World, and he had plenty of 
interesting and amusing stories to recall.

He told us of the excellent treatment he 
and Esther had received from Ferguson Club 
Members in Australia & New Zealand, and 
to prove it he had plenty of photographs and 
a video of all his encounters with Ferguson 
Club Members.

Many thanks Norman, maybe you will try 
the other half of the World soon and we can 
enjoy your talk once more!!

With a few minutes to spare before lunch, 
we again enjoyed the display outside and 
this time tractors were started up and driven 
around, what a lovely sound (and smell) 
those "Fergies" make.

Lunch was truly superb (some of us had 
extra helpings) and having eaten far too 
much we travelled to the home of Peter 
Small, only to find a splendid display of all 
kinds of agricultural equipment. Peter and 
John had obviously gone to a lot of trouble to 
make this part of our visit so enjoyable. Both 
of them answered many questions put to 
them by us all regarding the history of this 
collection and they crowned it all by 
providing coffee as well.

Duncan Russell and Norman Kerr had set 
up a Video show of the story of Harry 
Ferguson.

On behalf of the Ferguson Club, may I 
record our sincere thanks to Peter and John 
for making our 1998 A.G.M. so very 
enjoyable.

The General Committee met in Peter's 
home around 5.00pm and I will report on the 
decisions later in the Journal.

Finally, may I say that I have enjoyed my 
first year as Gen. Sec., but that has been 
entirely due to the friendship and assistance 
of the members of the Gen. Comm, without 
whom I could not have carried out the duties 
as set out in our Rules.

P.S. There is still work to be completed regarding 
our Rules and 1 will be ably assisted by John 
Cousins, who has done so much to put the 
Ferguson Club back on the rails.

Yours......Harry Turkington.
(No: 1719)

From the Farming Reporter o f August, 1952

THE ONLY GREY THING ABOUT DEVON
(Reflections after a visit to Devon for the Royal Show)

The soil of lovely Devon is as red as its maidens' lips.
Ruddy, too, are its cattle and red are the sails of the Brixham ships;

There's a golden gleam in the clotted cream, and purple the Dartmoor heath.
And the clouds that drift by in the Devon sky are as white as its daughters' teeth: 

White are the crests of the breakers and white are the yachts in Torbay,
But the tractors of Devon, as elsewhere, are mostly a cool, clean grey.

N.N.
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“As used in Bergerac”
I thought you might be interested in these 

photos of two working "Fergies" - the grey, a 
Hotchkiss produced TE20 and the red, a 
standard diesel engine model FE35? I believe. 
(Editor's Query - Looks like a TE-F?). Both run 
and are worked almost daily on our French 
farm near Bergerac.

Question: Is there such a thing as a roll bar or 
a method of attaching one to these vehicles as 
T am a little nervous about some hilly terrain?

There seem to be quite a number of 
"Fergies" around the area as I presume they 
were a good size for the vineyards but, to my 
knowledge, my Hotchkiss produced one is 
the only one which seems to have been either 
manufactured or assembled in France.

W J Shively (No: 415)

Foot Note.
Who can assist Mr Shively xvith a roll bar. Please 
contact the Editor with details. "Editor"

Left: Diesel Engine 35 model

Right:
Hotchkiss produced T20
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CLUB MERCHANDISE
We have in stock:.........................................................................................................................................£ Sterling

Rubber Bonnet Strip for TE/TO 20 & 30 incl. rivets........................................................................................ £8.50
Ferguson Club Pin Badge (State silver, gold or blue)...................................................................................... £3.00
Ferguson Implement Transfers.......................................................................................................................... £3.25
Air Cleaner Fuel Tank Transfers for TE 2 0 ...................................................................................................... £2.50
Ferguson 'A' (Ferguson Brown) Oil Filter Transfers........................................................................................ £3.00
Ferguson Club Rubber Tipped Pencil.............................................................................................................. £0.60
Ferguson Club Eraser (with Club Logo).......................................................................................................... £1.00
Ferguson Club Base Ball Cap (royal blue with Club Logo)............................................................................ £8.50
Ferguson Club Ski Hat (navy with Club Logo).............................................................................................. £9.50
Replica Implement Plates incl. rivets................................................................................................................ £4.00
TE 20 Commission Plates incl. rivets................................................................................................................ £7.50
Ferguson Sales Leaflets (colour reproduction)................................................................................................. £1.75
Grey Ferguson Wooden Tractor Clock (childs)................................................................................................£12.99
Ferguson Club Log Sheet................................................................................................................................... £1.30
Book "Harry Ferguson" (inventor & pioneer by Colin Fraser) Paperback.................................................... £9.95
Ferguson Club Plaques (aluminium)................................................................................................................. £3.50
Ferguson Club Card ( snow scene Ford Ferguson Tractor Pkt of 5 )............................................................... £2.00
Ford Ferguson Tea Towel................................................................................................................................... £3.50
Ford Ferguson P.V.C. Apron............................................................................................................................... £5.50
Ferguson System Sign (foamex) 22" x 11"...................................................................................................... £12.00
Ferguson System Sign ( self adhesive) 22" x 11".............................................................................................£10.00
Ferguson System Sign ( vinyl with eyelets) 22" x 1 1 " .................................................................................... £9.00

Above prices include U.K. postage and packing. Please enquire for overseas orders.

Glass items below please add £1.50 for postage and packing. If overseas please enquire.

Engraved Glass Paperweight, depicts a Ferguson TE 20 ...............................................................................£15.00
Engraved Glass Half Pint Tankard, depicts a Ferguson TE 20 with Hammer Mill................................... £19.50
Engraved Glass Half Pint Tankard, depicts a Ferguson TE 20 with 30cwt Trailer..................................... £19.50
Engraved Glass Half Pint Tankard, depicts a Ferguson TE 20 with Saw Bench....................................... £19.50

Replica Showroom Clock Sign -18" x 31"...................................................................................................... £46.00
This item cannot be posted - please ring for details

Journals & Newsletters - Back Issues
Volume 1 no 1,2,3,4 Photocopies £2.00 p&p £0.50
Volume 2 no 1,2,3 Photocopies £2.00 p&p £0.50
Volume 3 no 1,2 Photocopies £2.00 p&p £0.50
Volume 3 no 3 Original £1.50 p&p £0.50
Volume 4 no 1,2 Original £1.50 p&p £0.50
Volume 4 no 3 Photocopies £2.00 p&p £0.50
Volume 5 no 1,2 Photocopies £2.00 p&p £0.50
Volume 5 no 3 Original £1.50 p&p £0.50
Volume 6 no 1,2,3 Original £1.50 p&p £0.50
Volume 7 no 1,2 Coloured Copies £2.00 p&p £0.50
Volume 8 no 1 Original £1.50 p&p £0.50
Issue 23 Original £3.00 p&p £0.50
Issue 24 Original £4.00 p&p £0.50

Cheques must be in £ Sterling and payable to "The Ferguson Club" with your telephone number in case of 
any problems regarding your order. Orders should be posted to; The Ferguson Club, Anne Halstead, Ash 
Farm House, Joys Bank, Holbeach St. Johns, Spalding, Lines PE12 8SD. Tel: 01406 540224. 
or to: Grace Popplewell, Brookfield, Station Road, Snelland, Lines LN3 5AA. Tel: 01673 885330.
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The Hydra-Lok
Part of the enjoyment of belonging to a 

club such as ours is the constant flow of 
information appertaining to anything 
Ferguson, hence my little input.

I was speaking one evening in my local to 
a Mr Ian McIntosh about Fergusons - what 
else, and he described a piece of equipment 
that he had invented that fitted on the 
Ferguson hydraulics and he called it the 
"Hydra-Lok".

He informed me that when he was 
working his Fergusons in the 1950's, he 
needed to keep the lower link arms up out of 
the way, also to use a non Ferguson tipping 
trailer hitched to a Reekie drawbar, and 
sometimes other external items such as the 
M.I.L. loader.

Mr McIntosh also informed me that he 
only knew of one of these "Hydra-Loks" that 
had survived and, after numerous enquiries I 
located one still fitted to a TE20. The owner, 
who had no interest in the tractor or me, but 
was very enthusiastic about pound notes, 
would allow me to buy the hydra-lok but I 
had also to buy the tractor, which I didn't 
want. He won in the end.

I have removed the hydra-lok from the 
tractor so the reader can see it in more detail 
in the photograph and interpret the principle 
it was designed for. It was fitted onto the

tractor by the long retaining pin on the rear 
axle crown wheel casing. The two pins on the 
lift rods were replaced by longer pins, the 
principle now being that when the lower link 
arms are raised, and just before they reach 
their full travel, the two long pins slot into 
position and are locked. The arms carmot 
now be moved up or down, to release, the 
P.T.O. is dis-engaged. The hinged bracket 
fitted onto the seat spring is employed when 
the hydra-lok is not being used.

While on the subject of hydraulics, I 
enclose another photograph of a metal block, 
fitted onto the lower link arms in a position 
under the tractor. I am informed that when 
they were issued, one for each link arm, 
when a "Horndraulic Loader" was fitted to a 
Ferguson Tractor. The principle was the same 
as the "hydra-lok", the rounded end fitting 
snugly against the crown wheel housing and 
axle trumpets prior to the lift reaching its full 
travel.

It was also well known by operators of the 
Horndraulic Loader that if only one block 
was used, the pin on the rear axle casing 
could break.

I realise that with both these items 
employed on the tractor, overloading of the 
hydraulic control mechanism could occur 
but, according to users of both these items, 
this did not happen, or, do you know 
different? Let's hear from you.

John R. French, MBE
(No: 710)

The "Hydra-Lok" As issued with the Horndraulic Loader
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1998 List of Prices at Westcountry Sales
(Excluding VAT) Supplied by Mr Harold Beer, Member 772

1954 Diesel TE20 Ferguson Transport Box less
(reasonable condition) £450.00 tail gate (poor condition) £20.00

Continental conversion P.3 Massey-Harris Side Delivery Rake £21.00
(reasonable condition) £460.00

Massey-Harris Dickie Side Turner £25.00
MF65 Mk 11 (good condition) £1600.00

Massey Ferguson 780 Combine vgc £140.00
Ferguson 3 ton Tipping Trailer 
with side boards and hay lades Trailer MF17 5 stud type
original vgc £320.00 (good condition) £300.00

Ferguson 3 ton Tipping Trailer Ferguson P3 (scrap condition -
pre pick up hitch model engine seized rough condition) £110.00
(very poor condition) £90.00

Ferguson very early type
MF19 Muck Spreader vgc £55.00 Potato Planter (good condition) £35.00

Ferguson Ridger complete with 1948 Ferguson Universal Seed Drill
£15.00markers (reasonable condition) £30.00 (working order)

Ferguson Earth Scoop Early Ferguson Mower
£22.00(reasonable condition) £25.00 (not complete)

Ferguson 2 Furrow Plough Early Ferguson Mower
£25.00(good condition) £55.00 (complete) vgc

Ferguson 3 Furrow Plough Early Ferguson Mower
£60.00!!(good condition) with (very poor condition)

spare tips / points £55.00
Early Tractor Jack complete

Ferguson Howard Rotavator with chain £50.00
(working order) £85.00

Tandem Disc Harrows (semi
Wind Shield Cab for mounted - very poor condition) £12.00
Ferguson TE20 vgc £80.00

Ferguson Tiller (good condition) £60.00
Ferguson Buck Rake (good condition) £40.00

Pair Ferguson front wheel
Ferguson Mounted Disc Harrows vgc £38.00 weights for TE20 £24.00

Swinging Draw Bar for MF35 £60.00 Pair of PAVT wheels for MF35, 
complete with tyres and tubes vgc £100.00

MF Link Box (reasonable condition) £25.00

10
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The A.G.M. & Fife
The staging of the Fergusons Club's 

A.G.M. in Fife seemed totally appropriate. 
The Ferguson and subsequent Massey 
Ferguson tractors and machinery have 
always been popular in the county. This is 
probably due to the type of farming practised 
and the local dealership which virtually 
started alongside the launch of the TE20.

King James VI of Scotland described Fife 
as a "beggar's mantle fringed with gold". 
The higher poorer ground in the centre of the 
Kingdom being mostly concerned with 
livestock production whilst the lighter fertile 
coastal fringe being the main cropping areas, 
although livestock still played a vital part. 
The Howe of Fife, the fertile valley of the 
river Eden west of the traditional county 
town of Cupar, was equally blessed with rich 
soil. The vast improvements in agriculture 
since the war have seen the higher ground 
also being used for more cash cropping.

Cereals were and still are predominant, 
mainly oats and barley. Nowadays winter 
cereals have become popular especially 
wheat, the oat has all but disappeared. Oil 
seed rape is another relatively new crop 
grown extensively. Potatoes, always a 
popular crop in the arable sector, with both 
seed and ware grown. From 1926 to 1971 
sugar beet was very popular amongst east 
Fife farmers. The Ferguson was particularly 
useful in the growing this crop. The closure 
of the Cupar factory in 1972 saw an end to 
this crop. Field vegetables are a huge crop in 
Fife with several big concerns involved. 
Crops include vining peas, brassicas, carrots 
and salad vegetables. Soft fruit is also grown, 
mainly raspberries and strawberries.

Livestock farms which at one time 
included a great many more dairies of which 
a great deal were started by families who 
moved through to the east from the west of

A Ferguson in Fife 

11
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A Ferguson in Fife

Scotland during the depression years of the 
20's and 30's, and incidently many of the Fife 
farming families moved south to East Anglia, 
Kent etc.

The livestock farmers grew grass for 
grazing, hay and silage, also turnips both 
yellow and swede, mangolds, kale and 
fodder rape. Today we see more silage, 
fodder beet and ammonia treated straw used

as winter feeds.

Cupar is the old county town, although 
much of the local government activity has 
moved to the "new town" of Glenrothes. 
However it still has council offices. Sheriff 
Court, banking, accountancy and legal 
offices. The town is the agricultural capital of 
the county with much of the farming 
community doing it's business and shopping 
in the town. It is probably true to say there is 
a lot less agricultural based business in the 
town today. Gone are two feed mills, 
seedsman, the sugar beet factory, a few 
machinery and hardware merchants, the use 
of the corn exchange for business, the 
slaughterhouse and, most significantly, the 
only livestock market left in the county was 
closed in 1993. We still have, however, many 
agricultural merchants and dealers in the 
Cupar area and Elmwood Agricultural and 
Technical College.

Farmec ~ Fife's Massey Ferguson dealers depot at Dunfermline. Original photo must have been intended 
to be trimmed - hence the lines through the Combine. - Mid 1950's

12
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Farmec Stand - Fife Show

One of the dealers in the town is the G. 
Reekie Co. which up until recently was 
known as the Farm Mechanisation Co. Ltd. 
(Farmec) who are the Massey Ferguson 
agents. G. Reekie Co. recently celebrated 
Farmec's 50th anniversary.

Most people will have heard of John 
Reekie due to his "Berry Ferguson", but it 
was his younger brother Gavin who set up 
Farmec. Gavin Reekie was born on the family 
farm of Kilmundie near Glamis in Angus 
and was commissioned into the R.E.M.E. in 
1940 and stationed in London during the 
blitz. In 1942 he was transferred to the Field 
Army, in 1943/44 he was promoted to Major 
and assisted in the R.E.M.E. operational plan 
for "Overlord" the Normandy Landings. In 
1944 he was promoted to Lt. Col., mentioned 
in dispatches three times and was awarded 
the O.B.E. Military in 1945.

Prior to his demob in June 1946 he had 
agreed with his brother John to set up an 
Engineering business, John to specialise in 
Electrical Engineering and Gavin in 
Agricultural Engineering. The brothers were

being considered by Nuffield, who were 
developing their tractor at that time, as 
distribution agents in their part of Scotland. 
Whilst in the officers bar, Gavin had 
mentioned his future plans to a Major 
Miskimming. Miskimming knew a Joe 
Thompson of Belfast who knew Harry 
Ferguson and had learned that Ferguson was 
developing his Ferguson System Tractor in 
the UK. Gavin wrote a three page letter to 
Harry Ferguson, then obtained a leave pass

JEW Show Stand post merger. 
Note the Ferguson 35s on Stand

13
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BONNETS • WINGS • GRILLES
IN  C O L O U R  IM P R E G N A T E D  G R P , T O  S U IT

• T20 • MF35 • MF65 • MF135
Admington Lane Farm - Admington
Shipston-on-Stour
Warks CV36 4JJ
England

Tel: 01789 450201
Fax: 01789 450394
E-mail: tractor@enterprise.net

Tractor Panels Limited

F U L L  R A N G E  O F  P A R T S  S T O C K E D  F O R  

T E  2 0 , 3 5  &  6 5  T R A C T O R S  

plus P A R T S  F O R  F E R G U S O N  IM P L E M E N T S

Please contact Brian or Bob who have over 30 years experience 
with Massey-Ferguson Tractors and Equipment

Brian Dunn TRACTOR AND 
PLANT SERVICES

ggPerklns Engine Dealer

Kidderminster Road, Ombersley Nr Droitwich, Worcs WR9 OJH

Tel/Fax: 01905 621220
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Case CC at Vicarsford

for Miskimming to go to Belfast with his 
proposals.

An invitation to visit the Ferguson 
Company at Coventry was received and with 
a leave pass obtained for himself he set off for 
Coventry. Trevor Knox the Sales Director

demonstrated the tractor with it's Ferguson 
Hydraulic System in a nearby field. Gavin 
was impressed, and arranged for a similar 
tractor to be sent to his brother Alex's farm 
of Parkconnan near Arbroath, and for it to 
compete against the farm's Case tractor. He 
had to return to Europe, then later with 
another leave pass returned to Scotland to 
compare the two tractors. To his 
disappointment the Case and Trailing 
plough performed much better than the 
Ferguson. A phone call to Trevor Knox 
revealed that the tractors had their own tyre 
pressures at 30 psi for transportation and 
should be let down to 12 psi and ballasted. 

The Ferguson soon matched the Case and on 
wet days went on to better it.

The family discussed the merits of the 
Nuffield although Gavin was backing the 
Ferguson and as he was to be responsible for 
the agricultural side of the business he had 
the choice and Ferguson it was to be.

Assorted Fergusons and the Farmec Service Van somewhere in Fife
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Farmec Fertiliser Unit

Due to be demobbed in June 1946, John 
was left to begin negotiations with Harry 
Ferguson Ltd and premises were obtained in 
Arbroath, Perthshire. West Angus (up to the 
line of Dundee, Glamis, Kirriemuir) was 
given to Jack Olding. Reekies were given the 
remainder of Angus, Stirlingshire was 
represented by Alex Scott who was making 
turnip harvesters in leased premises at St 
Ninians, Stirling.

Gavin started to demonstrate the 
Ferguson System after his demob and took 
part in many ploughing matches, the worse 
the conditions, the better the tractor 
performed. Working conditions were often 
unfavourable for Gavin but the tractors' 
performance was being noted.

His cousin who farmed at Redmyre, 
Laurencekirk and Kincardineshire bought a 
tractor and this enabled a further area 
territory to be included:- Angus to Aberdeen. 
He established a temporary repair and spares 
depot in the Turnip Shed at Redmyre. 
Eventually premises were set up in 
Laurencekirk on land bought from the 
Church of Scotland in 1947. Toda}’’ the depot 
still has the same frontage as 1947 but was 
sold by Reekie Engineering in 1990.

The fact that the Ferguson Dealers had to 
pay for the tractors before delivery from 
Coventry obviously meant a great deal of 
financial outlay, especially for a new

company. This was starving other parts of the 
company of cash and led to differing views. 
John was with the electrical side of things. 
Today it is hard to imagine why the electrical 
engineering side was competing heavily with 
the agricultural side, but this was the time 
that many farms and businesses were 
installing electricity on their premises, and all 
the equipment that used it, for the first time. 
It eventually got to the point that Gavin felt 
being the youngest brother he had to make a 
move away.

Trevor Knox was consulted on the 
situation and it transpired that Fife was 
covered by two dealers. Geo Henderson of 
Edinburgh operating a small spares depot 
outside Cupar and Jack Olding from Perth. 
Neither were obtaining the results Harry 
Ferguson Ltd desired. Gavin was offered the

C l

M  ' i M r

The first Ferguson at Vicarsford a TEA20
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Fife area with Trevor 
Knox's backing on the 
understanding he achi
eved the same results as he 
had in Angus. Gavin 
moved to digs in Fife 
leaving his family in 
Arbroath. He purchased 
an empty Malting Barn in 
Ladybank and converted it 
to a small depot and Farm 
Mechanisation (Farmec) 
was formed.

His father-in-law joined 
him to look after office 
administration leaving 
Gavin free to demonstrate 
and sell. The premises 
soon became too small and 
a neighbouring disused 
church was bought and 
demolished and a bigger 
depot built, however it 
was felt that the best place 
to base the business from 
was the market town of 
Cupar some seven miles 
away. To this end seven 
acres of ground near the 
station was purchased. A 
Track Marshall bulldozer 
was used to level the site at 
nights and weekends, 
plans were drawn up for a 
7 section 33ft span 
module, 100ft long with a frontage relatively 
similar to today. The new premises were 
opened on the 2nd October 1956 by Sir John 
Gilmour.

Expansion to West Fife arrived in the form 
of a small depot at Halbeath near 
Dunfermline. Another small depot was 
opened in Menstrie and on Alex Scott's 
retiral, Stirling Tractors were set up in 1950. 
The Stirling Tractors branch became a well 
known landmark as a gutted out Ferguson

T H E

FARMEC DIARY

FOR * ■ ' ..

F A R M E R S  _

1 9 5 6

• V ■
Copyright—Registered at StationersV Hall;

•’'“V

Cover for Farmec Diary 1956

tractor was placed on the roof. Another 
development was the formation of Reekie 
Plant in 1960. Vauxhall cars were and still are 
sold at Cupar.

There were several interesting machinery 
developments by Farm Mechanisation such 
as a 4 Row Seeder mainly for Sugar Beet 
jointly developed by Charles Sampson of 
Kingskettle, each unit individually mounted 
to enable even depth of seed on uneven 
ground. Another machine was a beet topper
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with a long horizontal elevator to carry the 
beet tops well wide of the oncoming beet 
harvester and trailer, keeping the tops clean 
for stock feed. At Ladybank a cab was 
developed to protect the driver, and we all 
know how long it took for tractor 
manufacturers to introduce factory build 
cabs.

Many local farmers preferred bar point 
ploughs to avoid panning of the soil. Farmec 
adapted the design to a Ferguson plough 
frame generally using the single furrow 
form. Harry Ferguson himself came to Fife to 
see the plough working and later adopted 
the principle himself.

Gavin recalls Harry Ferguson's visit:-

"Mr Ferguson arrived all very spruce, 
white gloves and wellingtons spotless, full of 
enthusiasm, which was infectious. He later 
visited Bob Adam Newhouse of Glamis, 
Angus, a world judge and breeder of 
Aberdeen Angus Cattle. Harry was an 
admirer of Bonnie Dundee - (Grahame of 
Claverhouse) and saw a painting of this 
renowned person in Glamis Castle. Later on 
John and I liaised with the castle and the 
picture was taken to Dundee and copied by 
that very well known artist McIntosh (James 
McIntosh Patrick?). John and I delivered the 
picture in person to the Ferguson home 
"Abbotswood", Stow on the Wold in 
Gloucestershire, with the compliments of the 
Reekies. On the visit Harry gave us a 
demonstration of the Ferguson 4 wheel drive 
car, the predecessor of today's models, 
however at that time the cost of production 
inhibited sales. He was a great pioneer.

On this visit Mr Ferguson quoted from the 
Burial March of Bonnie Dundee which he 
said he had learned in his Youth

"Sleep in peace with kindred ashes
o f the noble and the true
Hands that never failed their country
Hearts that never baseness knew"

Harry was not only a great engineer".

One of Farmecs most popular machines 
was the "Farmec Improved Fertiliser Unit" a 
2 or 3 row machine with a hopper above a 
Ferguson Ridger with caulker behind or in 
front of the ridging bodies a plate and flicker 
mechanism either driven by hand, wheel or 
PTO. This was used to apply artificial 
fertiliser to potato ground during the 
dreeling (ridging) process before planting. A 
potato harvester was also considered but 
thought too expensive to develop.

When Gavin Reekie set up in Ladybank, 
tractor dealerships were perhaps not as clear 
cut as they are today and at that time tractors 
were allocated by the Ministry of 
Agriculture.

We have already heard of Geo Henderson 
& Co and Jack Olding, some other 
competitors were James H Steele of 
Edinburgh who had a depot in Strathkinness 
and a shop in Cupar. They were Minneapolis 
& Moline, Field Marshall and after the war 
David Brown agents. Alex Strong of 
Portobello, Edinburgh had branches at Leven 
and Overstone Pittenween (later Burnetts 
Leyland Agents) were Allis Chalmers and 
Nuffield dealers, Harry K Brown of 
Kirkcealdy and Cupar were established in 
1912 were the Fordson agents and handled 
most of the Department of Agriculture 
tractors during the war. Gillies & Henderson 
handled International and eventually David 
Brown and had several premises in Cupar. 
JBW Smith of Cupar were a very prominent 
agricultural engineering business established 
in the early 30's. They were Massey Harris 
and David Brown agents and also sold 
Ferguson tractors after the Ferguson Massey 
Harris merger, until Farmec were awarded 
exclusive distribution rights by Massey 
Ferguson in 1956. Geo Baxter of Milnathort 
were car dealers and closed around 1964. 
Others included George McLean Dundee, 
Fordson sellers at Perth International, L O 
Tractors, Coupar Angus, John Deere and

18
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THE CAB FOR FERGUSON TRACTORS

Of all-metal construction and fitted with 
Triplex glass windshield^ sides and backscreen. 
The Cab is so strongly constructed that with 
normal care it will lost almost indefinitely. 
There is no interference with the opening of 
the bonnet and the batteries can be easily 
removed. Easy fitment and removal is a 
special feature and no drilling or welding is 
required. As soon as the engine heats up 
warm air filters back from the radiator into 
the Cab. The Cab will fit Ferguson Tractors 
fitted with 10 x 28 or 11 x 28 rear tyres 
and fits petrol, paraffin or diesel tractors 
without modification.

Overall Height 6 ft. 6-2" on 10 x 28 tyres
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DOUBLE FURROW REX BAR POINT PLOUGH
Gives greater economy of wearing parts with 

maximum penetration. Adjustable for 10", 11" 
or 12" furrows. Under beam clearance 25-J-". 
Body clearance 25-i". Also available as S.F. and 
S.F. reversible bar point plough.

The Reekie Weeder. Enables farmers to make 
cultivation more thoroughly destructive than has 
ever been done in the past. Tines of special 
spring steel vibrote when In use. These weeders 
fit to almost any make of tool bar.
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28 C A LG CIA TIO N  O F IN T E R E ST
Y ou lend a  m aa  £ 8 3  a t  6 %  for 2 1  day s. W h at in terest are 

you en titled  to  ?
6%- "  ■

1 2  m onths 
three-fourths
shilling in  th e £1) for a  full year, or 93  pence for a m o n th ; 
therefore, three-fourths of 93  pence wUl give th e answer (6 9 -J) .

T his m ethod is  only  approxim ately  correct, a s  th ree weeks 
is  n ot ex actly  three-fourths o f a  m onth.

T o  ascertain  m ore accnrately  the am ou nt due on a given 
sum  for a definite num ber o f days a t  a  stated  in terest, say 
£75  for 73 days a t  5 % , first find the am ount due on the sum 
for 12 m onths by m ultiplying the am ount by  the ra te  of 
in terest and dividing by  100 ; * .g . :—

£75  0  0
6

100 ) 3 7 5  0  0
3  15 0

H a'/ing found the am ount due for 12  m onths, m ultiply by 
th e num ber of days in  question and divide by  3 6 5 ;  «.g. :—  

£3  15 0  
73

3 6 5 )  2 7 3  15 0
0  15  0

Find  th e In terest on £90 a t 2 * %  for 7 m onths. 2 4 %  equals 
6d. in the £1 , 34d. equals in terest for 7  m onths on £1 , there
fore 34 X 90  -  315d. o r 26/3.

E S T I M A T I N G  P R O F I T S
I t  is generally agreed th a t  m istakes a re  likely  to  arise 

unless profit is based on the ‘ returns.'
F o r  in stan ce, say , goods are bought for £75  and sold for 

£100. O f th is, £25  (or 26 % ) is profit, and could be banked, 
leaving th e ouUay o r principa> (£75) in ta ct. B u t  if one 
considered th a t  a  profit of 3 3 4 %  had been m ade, and were 
£33  6s. 8d . banked , the principal would be reduced to 
£66 13s. 4d. W hen calcu lating th e ra te  of profit, the principal 
m ust rem ain in ta c t. In  som e trades i t  is th e  custom  to 
ca lcu la te  profit on th e cost price. In  m an y o th er trades i t  is 
the custom  to  calcu late profit on the selling price, and when 
such a  question arises it  should be m ade very clear as to 
w hether calcu lation  is based ‘ on cost ’ or ‘ on retu rn s.’

T h e following is an easy m ethod o f calcu latin g  profits : 
Added to  the cost price—

1/2  will give 5 0 %  on cost o r 3 3 -1 /3 %  on returns
l/3 rd
l/4 th
l/6 th
l/6 th
l/7 th
l /8 th
1/lO th

33 -1 /3 %
2 5 %
20%
16 -2 /3%
14-2 /7%
12-1/2%
10%

2 5 %  
20% 
16 -2 /3%  
14 -2 /7 %  
12-1/ 2 %  
11 -1 /9 %  
9 -1 /1 1 %
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THREE-ROW FERTILISER
Readily adaptable to fit most 3-point linkage 

ridgers. Two row ”  in fron t"  sowing can also be 
carried out.

Output 4 to 20 cwts. per acre.

FRONT COVERER
Simplifies the covering of potatoes. 
Hydraulically lifted by finger-tip control. 
Adjustable from 24in. to 30in. rows. 
Easily attoched and detached.
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Caterpillar. Caterpillar were later handled by 
Caledonian Tractors of Perth. John Wallace & 
Sons Glasgow Rd Perth:- Olivier and Bowens 
of Markinch and Cairneyhill International.

Many local businesses were involved in 
tractor repairs, second hand sales etc, these 
included T.M. Simpson Ceres who repaired 
and sold all types of tractors and combines 
and is now a leading John Deere agent. 
Central Motors St Andrews had the sub
contract with the Department of Agriculture 
during the war for repairing tractors and 
building new ones out of crates. K 
Cunningham Forgan Smiddy Newport-on- 
Tay did tractor repairs and sales to replace 
the traditional blacksmith work which was 
fast disappearing. Others were Andrew 
Culross, St Andrews and Duncans Garage, St 
Andrews who had the war time tyre 
concession.

A great deal of business was done by the

salesmen at the local Livestock Marts of 
which Fife was served by several, Cupar, 
Ladybank, Anstruther, Thornton, Milnathort 
and Dundee, sadly none survive today. 
Agricultural shows were also an opportunity 
to sell, Fife Show (Cupar area). East Fife 
Show at Colinsburgh, West Fife Show, 
Central Fife Show and Kinross Show.

My family's links with the Ferguson goes 
back to 1948, at that time my Grandfather 
John Small farmed at Vicarsford at Leuchars 
in the very north east comer of the county. 
The farm was in the family from 1933 to 1987, 
the first tractor was a Case CC bought in 
1937. My father hazily recollects an orange 
Fordson also. A second Case was bought. 
This was a DC4 registration EFG956. A David 
Brown VAK lA followed. Then in 1948 the 
first Ferguson arrived - a 1948 TEA20 
registration GFG 330. This tractor had the 
original wheel centres and was later fitted

Mid Notfolk Fergipart
TOP QUALITY

Massey Ferguson 65 
Grilles and Centres 
NOW AVAILABLE

Not to be confused with cheaper imitations
A ls o  e x t e n s iv e  s e le c t io n  o f  n e w  p a r ts  for TE 2 0 ,  3 5 , 1 3 5 , 6 5 ,  

F o r d so n  M ajor, S u p e r  M ajor a n d  D e x ta . A ls o  N u ff ie ld  p arts.

F ree  C atalogue A vailable - Visitors by ap pointm ent only
Mon-Fri 3.30pm-9.30pm Sat 9am-8.30pnn.

3 8  S c h o o l R o a d , R e e p h a m , N o r w ic h , N o r fo lk  N R IO  4JP

Tel/Fax: 01603 871062
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INVOICE NO. V3492„
Phone LADYBANK lOO

F ARM V1ECH ANISAT10N C O . LTD.
LADYBANK. FIFE

MRS LAIRI ,

LITT: 2 RiilTH, 

CARDEwDEi'..

FERCIISOM SVST

O y  O rder Ns- »no Date Your O rder No. and Date

Date 2 o th  May 
f o r w a r d e d  p e r  Our l o r r y

D ate of Despatch

2 4 / 5 / 4 9  
F / S  1 8 6 3

g®
FERGUSON FARM MACHINERY

S49

<* 8 

( I

1-Fii.HGlbON T r a c t o r  equipped & f i n i s h e d  as n e r  
c a b a lo g u e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  k  s o ld  under t h e  
te n n s  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  M a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  
g u a r a n t e e .  No. TE/A 9 7 2 5 8 .
C a r r i a g e  from C o v e n tr y ,  E n g la n d .
To f i l l i n g  t y r e s  w ith  a n t i - f r e e z e

1 -  3 a r r e l  ( 4 5  g a l s )  '7ecuum O i l ,  g r a d e  6 3 0  1 
o / 9 d  o e r  g a l l o n

1 -  B a r r e l ,  c h a r g e a p l e ,  r e t u r n a b l e  2 5 / -  
5 g a l l o n  drums Vacuum O i l ,  grade 6 5 0  
6 / o d  per g a l l o n  

1 -  Keg Me ium G rease ( 2 8 - l o s )

A-s. N o s...w /f^ ,4̂ .? .?'............

cr. N o s . . r : : . . . Date

..................

pounds.

'.pence sterling I

:525. 0,0. 
1 1 , 1 0 . 0 . 

1 . 1 0 . 0 .

1 2 . 1 8 . 9 .
1 . 0 , 0 .

3 .  4 , 2 .  
1 .  5 . 3 .

£ 3 6 6 , 1 3 . 2 .

RECEIVED frotr V 

the sum of...

.shtilirtgs and. .. 

fo r FARM  M E C H A N IS A T IO N  CO ., LTD .

pf-

stg. WITH THANKS

£ 3 5 6 . 1 5 . 2

fl>-

l(.l"

Invoice for Ferguson purchased in 1949 
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with a hydraulic loader, later it was 
converted to a P3 by JEW Smith, their first 
conversion job, the petrol engine ended up at 
a technical college in Edinburgh. The next 
Ferguson was a TED 12 volt KEG 567. Then a 
TEF model was bought.

Whilst at school my father entered a 
competition run by the Eagle Comic in which 
contestants had to list as many registrations 
of Ferguson tractors they saw and my father 
gathered a great many whilst travelling to 
Cupar on the school bus. He was in the top 3 
in his area and invited to Farmec at 
Ladybank and was shown round the depot 
by Gavin Reekie and Bob Walker, the 
salesman, given lunch and their prizes, my 
father's was a knife.

I remember the last of these Fergusons still 
working, my Grandfather rolling barley and 
my father using it to load sugar beet with the 
hydraulic loader and it emptying out the 
cattle courts. I believe it was the 12 v TED. It 
lay in a shed for some time until it was sold. 
It was replaced by a Massey Ferguson 35 
with MIL loader which came from 
Cardenden Town Council. In the early 1950's 
the Ferguson was joined by an ex War Ag 
Caterpillar D2 supplied by T. M. Simpson, 
we still have this tractor, but alas none of the 
Fergies.

In the early 1960's the TEF was involved in 
an accident when it drew across the local 
fruit van and was split in two, the driver was 
very lucky to escape serious injury, he didn't

escape my Grandfathers wrath however. This 
tractor was replaced by a David Brown 990 
reg 2745 FG this was followed shortly by 
another one. The Fergusons were being 
phased out and the Cases retired. The Cases 
remain in the family today. Eventually the 
David Browns were replaced by John Deeres 
in the early 1970's and we stayed with John 
Deere until 1987 along with the trusty 35.

The tractors at Vicarsford had to work 
hard for their living. The Cases operated 
numerous machinery, Massey Harris trailing 
ploughs, Mollinson potato digger, Howard 
trailed rotavator, Massey Harris seeder, 
Massey Harris trailed discs, McCormack 
trailed PTO mover, McCormack & Bisset 
binders, Culverwell potato planter. The 
Ferguson had actually very few machines 
apart from ploughs, cultivators, harrows, 
seed drill, ridger and Culverwell bag lifter. 
They also operated a Massey Harris 701 
baler, John Salmon beet harvester. Yeoman 
sprayer, Forfar Foundry potato digger and an 
International B64 trailed combine until it was 
replaced in 1961 by a self propelled Claeys 
M103 tanker model.

I hope you enjoy this background to 
Ferguson in Fife and hopefully, it goes to 
show that Cupar was a very appropriate 
venue for the 1998 A.G.M. I would also like 
to thank employees past and present of Farm 
Mechanisation Co. Ltd. for their help with 
this article.

Peter J  Small
(No: 1633)

Traditional hard rubber 6-12 volt Batteries
LINCON BATTERIES
Lincon Works, Arterial Road,
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 4EG

■  Telephone: 01702 525374 / 528711
Fax: 01702 421362

B A T T E R Y  M A N U F A C T U R E R S  F O R  O V E R  5 0  Y E A R S
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1998 Minor Mishaps at Beer Bros. Farm, North Devon
Photographs by Harold Beer

MF 525 Combine sliding into River 
Taw when entering cornfield.

Right:
MF 390T - Tractor rolled over - 

pulled by weight o f hedge trimmer 
on sloping ground. Driver and 

tractor undamaged.

Left:
Sept 1950 Ferguson P.3 Conversion 
(Converted 1954/5) With Ferguson 
spade lugs used as dual wheels just 
completed re-seeding steep 10 acre 
grass field (as seen in background) 
This tractor has just had a complete 
engine overhaul and is in regular 
use on Harold Beer's farm. This 

tractor was given to his daughter. 
Gemma, for her 14th birthday.
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Restoration
Last summer whilst attending a rally, I 

was asked by our Editor to write a technical 
article for the journal but first of all let me 
introduce myself.

I am Arnold Staples, I reside in a small 
village in Lancashire. I spent most of my 
childhood around a local farm involved with 
tractors and from 1948 I have been involved 
with the Grey Fergies. After leaving school in 
1950 I served an apprenticeship with the 
local Ferguson Agents until joining the forces 
for my National Service. Since then I have 
been involved with the motor engineering 
industry in various capacities but I have 
never been far away from tractors and I 
presently own a Cropmaster, a TED and a 80 
mm TEA which is in need of a complete 
overhaul and so provides a suitable unit 
upon which to base my writings.

Our Editor informs me that readers vary 
from fully skilled engineers to young school 
boys, so I hope I can be informative to the 
young ones without boring the skilled 
readers.

Firstly I would like to make a few general 
comments on repairing or restoring any item. 
The only way you can correct it is to do 
things right, e.g. make a worn engine as new 
is to grind the shaft and bore the cylinders. I 
am well aware that not all enthusiasts have a 
bottomless pocket and so will need to do a 
job that is satisfying for work or rallying but 
not in the same condition as it was when 
new. Over the years I have replaced many 
bearings and fitted many ring sets and the 
units have given very good service but they 
were only reconditioned, not built as new. 
Therefore throughout my articles I will 
comment on what should be done to make as 
new and what can be done to recondition 
and leave the reader to make his own choice 
as to which route to take.

Let us now consider a tractor such as my 
TEA. It has been obtained for restoration

having stood idle for many years, so how do 
we start. A quick look around it shows it to be 
basically complete, so what is required to get 
it started. First a few checks:

• Water - the radiator and block are empty 
which is a good sign as it would appear to 
have been drained and so should have 
prevented frost damage. I always leave 
filling the coolant until last job before starting 
as, if there are any leaks, you are not 
paddling in water whilst carrying out other 
checks. Therefore, fill water later.

• Oil Level - check oil level and find it just 
about the full mark, although it appears dirty. 
I will leave it there until the engine has been 
run, pressure checked and engine assessed. 
The engine may need to be stripped down, so 
leave the oil until the engine is hot and then 
it will drain out quickly whether it be for 
engine repairs or just oil and filter changes.
• Another check I would make with an 
engine which has stood for a considerable 
period of time is water in the sump. Before 
turning the engine loosen the sump plug ( a 
lVi6th AF spanner, big end of Fergie 
spanner) and turn it with finger and thumb 
but holding up the sump, and see if any 
water drips out, the oil will float on the 
water. If any water does drain out, do not 
forget to recheck the oil level as it will have 
dropped according to the amount of water 
drained.

IGNITION SYSTEM
First it is necessary to ensure a fully 

charged battery is fitted, 6 or 12 volts, 6 volts 
was fitted up to tractor No. 200,000. You may 
find some tractors have been converted from 
6 to 12 volts, if so check that a 12 volt coil has 
been fitted, voltage is stamped on the side or 
base, also check the polarity of the system, 
this may also have been changed.

The original and correct system, (6 and 12 
volts) is for the battery to be connected
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positive (+), earth, also the coil low tension 
(small wires) must be the same polarity, see 
Fig. 1.

Fig. 1 also shows the correct position of 
the high tension plug leads, nuntber 1 lead is 
usually at about 10 o'clock on the cap. Other 
positions will work but the original positions 
are shown, in all cases the firing order MUST 
be 1, 3, 4, 2 in an anti-clockwise direction.

Assuming the system looks correct 
externally we can look inside the distributor 
and check the moving parts.
1) With the system switch OFF, remove the 
distributor cap, this will reveal the rotor arm. 
Just try to twist it on the shaft. It should twist 
a little and then spring back, this tests the 
working of the advance and retard 
mechanism. If there is no movement, or no 
spring effect we need to strip out the base 
plate and effect the necessary repairs. As 
these units are now many years old the 
springs are often badly worn.
2) Remove the rotor arm (pull up, it may be 
stuck and require levering with a small screw 
driver) and then remove dust plate. Now we 
can see the contact breakers, etc. If the tractor 
has been stood a while the contact breakers 
should be removed, cleaned, or if necessary 
replaced.
3) Remove nut (No. 3, Fig. 2) and the small 
wire (coming from the coil) and slacken 
second nut, push bolt into distributor body. 
Lift off contact breaker spring No. 4, the 
moving part of the contacts can now be lifted 
off its pivot No. 5. Note: If the original type of 
contacts are fitted an insulation washer is 
fitted between the moving and fixed parts. 
Omitting this washer will cause a dead short. 
Some new type contacts have an insulated 
pivot which does not require a washer.

Take out the two screws (6), which secure the 
fixed contacts and remove plate.

Examine contacts for pitting and 
discolouration, clean, using oil stone or 
smooth file. If badly pitted fit new unit.

At this stage rebuilding would take place if 
distributor advance mechanism is correct, 
but if the unit has not worked for a long time 
it is as well to strip and check for faults.
4) We now need to remove the base plate 
assembly. So, remove the second nut (3), 
insulating bush, washers, etc. from terminal 
bolt (noting order in which they fit) and push 
bolt out via inside of body.
Remove two screws (9) from loose base plate 
and lift out plate complete with condensor.

We can now examine the advance assembly. 
Fig. 3(11), bob weights (16) and springs (14). 
The springs are likely to be worn, stretched 
or broken, so they may need replacing. New 
springs are available, usually from Lucas 
agents.
Note: They are not of equal strength and the 
eyelet of the stronger spring is elongated.

5) Now we can start to rebuild:- Which is 
basically putting together in reverse order, 
but various points need to be noted. Hook 
springs on pegs, ad a few drops of oil to 
weights, shaft, etc.

Refit base plate and screws.

Place contact breaker fixed unit to base, 
replace two screws, nip up (adjustment will 
be needed later).

Fit insulated washer, terminal bolt with 
insulating bushes.

Fit moving contact breaker, slide spring over 
terminal bolt and tighten inner nut, fit coil 
wire and nut.

Turn engine slowly until the cam bob 
contacts the fibre heel of the contact breaker 
and so opens the contacts.

Adjust the gap between the contacts to give a 
gap of 0.010" to 0.012" (0.25 - 0.30mm) when 
fully opened.

This adjustment is made by moving the fixed 
contact on the base plate. Tighten both 
screws firmly when setting is correct.
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IGNITION DATA
Distributor No. Lucas Ign. Timing

TE 20 40084J T.D.C.
TEA 40132E 6°BTDC
TED 40186A 6°BTDC

Contact Break Gap: iD.OlO" - 0.012"

Plugs Old New
TE 7~Com D16
TEA L-10 L86C
TED N-7 NSC

Plug Gap
TE 0.025" - 0.028" (0.64 - 0.70mm)
TEA 0.030" - 0.032" (0.56 - 0.64mm)
TED 0.030" - 0.032" (0.56 - 0.64mm)

6) Replace dust cover and rotor arm, ensure 
the peg inside the rotor engages in the slot in 
the shaft and the rotor is pressed fully down.

7) Replace distributor cap and plug leads in 
correct order, eg. 1 - 3 - 4 - 2 anti-clockwise.

Note: I have not mentioned replace the 
condenser. The reason for this is that in the 
past 50 years I can only recall one or two ever 
needing replacement. They made quality 
stuff years ago.

Running adjustments of timing, etc. will 
be dealt with under running adjustments 
next issue.
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REPRODUCTION FERGUSON IMPLEMENT PLATES

PATENT APPLIED FOR

BRITISH MADE r
Price: £4.00 each (with rivets) Inclusive VAT and P & P 

Stamping Service Available - £5.00 per Plate

ALL TYPES SPECIAL PLATES ON REQUEST

Michael Thorne Construction Limited, Coldridge,Crediton, Devon EX17 6AS

Tel: 01363 83600

Vintage Tractor Insurance
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

IN DEALING WITH TRACTOR AND FARM INSURANCE

For a competitive quotation and Independent Insurance advice on all your 
Farm & Motor Insurance requirements contact the specialists:-

Harold Woolgar Insurance
35 High Street, Epworth, North Lincolnshire DN9 lEP  

Tel: 01427 873888 (6 lines) or Fax: 01427 873033

Member of the Farmers Independent Insurance Group and Farm Web Ltd
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Ladies Page
Ladies, in this edition of the Ferguson 

Club Journal I apologise for the lack of a 
Ladies Page in the Summer Issue. It was 
entirely my fault for missing the deadline, 
and the fault of my brain for not reminding 
me!!

Thank you to Mr &: Mrs Durant (No: 1168) 
from Allington, Grantham, Lines for the 
following biscuit recipe which was handed 
on to me by Anne a few weeks ago. As yet, I 
have not tried the recipe, but they sound 
excellent.

ANZAC BISCUITS
Ingredients

1 cup SR Flour 
1 cup Oats
1 cup Dessicated Coconut 
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon Bicarbonate of Soda 
4oz (125g) Margarine 
1 tablespoon Golden Syrup

Method

Melt the margarine with the Golden Syrup. 
Add the dry ingredients. Stir and add about 
1 tablespoon of hot water. Form into walnut 
sized balls and space well apart on greased 
baking sheets. Bake for about 20 minutes at 
350"F, 180"C, Gas Mark 4.

WORDS OF WISDOM
Here are a few more reflections of life in 

the form of sayings which I really enjoy.

Friendship is like money - 
Easier made than kept.

Troubles are tunnels which we must pass 
through -
Not brick walls to bang our heads against.

Forty is the old age o f youth,
Fifty is the youth o f old age!

A day is not wasted if a memory is made.

Romance may be fiction, passion just a 
trend.
But love is everlasting, when you are 
married to a friend.

just fasten a smile on your features 
And keep it there day after day,
A smile pricks a bubble,

That men label trouble,
And wipes worried wrinkles away.

THE MILLENNIUM BUG

Daily we hear about this 'Thing',
Is it Friend or Foe.
Has it arms and legs or teeth 
And eyes to see where to go?

Use the word Millennium,
We will put you to the test.
Create for us your own wee bug.
Let your imagination do the rest.

i j i i m n
I would never gain prizes for 

art, but just by doodling you 
too could produce a bug. Let 
us see your efforts ladies. 
Please keep any information 
coming in to go towards the 
next Ladies Page.
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A “Ford Fergie” in Cumbria
After your recent request for articles on 

the Ford-Ferguson tractor I thought I should 
put pen to paper to tell you and the club 
about my example.

She is a 1943 IN.A.N. (I say l.N.A.N. 
although some would say she should be a 
2N.A.N. but I have yet to see any tractor 
marked as such).

DAY 406 with another 'helper'

The tractor is marked serial number 
IN.A.N. 111364 and registered DAY 406.

The tractor was purchased off the War-AG 
Department in the early 1950's by my Great 
Uncle - Herbert Jackson of Water Yeat Farm, 
Blowith near Coniston in the South Lakes.

Here it was fitted with a Featherstone 
mid-mounted mower which had a Denning 
knife bed, and was lifted and lowered by 
linkage controlled of the hydraulics, 
apparently the mower was very good at 
moving through the 'butt-ends', this doing 
away with the need to rake the last swathe 
back.

Due to the difficulty to remove the mower, 
it was left on all the time and the tractor was 
only used for mowing hay and thistles.

It was on this tractor that my father 
learned to drive as a young boy when he 
went out to Water Yeat to help out.

When my Great Uncle died in the early 
'eighties his cousin John Jackson took the 
tractor to use on his small holding along with 
a '35. All the rest of the machinery was sold 
at the farm sale.

After a while John Jackson stopped using 
DAY 406 and she was put in a railway shed 
behind Blowith church and there she stayed 
until his death in 1993.

It was at his farm sale that father and I 
decided that we must purchase DAY 406 to 
have to add to our collection, especially with 
all the family history. So, on Saturday, 27th 
November, 1993 we went to the sale and after 
much frantic bidding we came away with 
DAY 406.

We thought we were 'crackers' when we 
got home, all that money on a 'non-runner' 
but, after a few days and new coil, she was 
away, but shock horror, no oil pressure!, on 
immediate switch off, hoping that no damage 
had been done.

It was decided that perhaps the oil pump 
was dry, so the sump plug was removed and 
oil blown around up through the suction 
pipe. Everything was replaced and we tried 
again, instant oil pressure on firing and she 
has never ailed the problem again.

DAY 406 showing the Featherstone mower 
(and a few inquisitive helpers)
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She is now stored in a nice dry shed and 
religiously started and run once a month 
without fail.

I take her to local rallies and people keep 
asking, 'when am I going to restore her', but 
I think I shall leave her as she is for a while 
longer until she starts to deteriorate as I feel 
it is nice to see some tractors in their working 
clothes.

One final word, thanks for the Club 
Christmas Card, did you realise that the Ford 
Fergy pictured in the card was also at one 
time owned by my Great Uncle? He at one 
time owned four Ford Fergies, one I do not 
know what became of, one was scrapped as 
parts for the others, DAY 4061 now own, and 
the one in the club card was sold by my Great 
Uncle to Jack Allonby of Spark Bridge who 
used it for timber work.

It was then purchased by Ivan Taylforth 
(who incidentally took the photograph of the

tractor in the wood). He proceeded to part 
restore it, it was at this stage I purchased the 
tractor off him when I was 16. When I went to 
collect the log book and pay him, I looked 
through the list of previous owners, surprise, 
my Great Uncle had owned it! What a 
coincidence.

Unfortunately, I was unable to get FAD 81 
going (inexperience due to age) and sold her 
through the Ferguson Club to chairman Ian 
Halstead.

If he ever considers selling her please 
would he let me have first chance as she 
would be great company for DAY 406. On 
reflection, perhaps I should never have sold 
her.

Wishing all at the Ferguson Club every 
success and hope to meet more members in 
the future.

Jonathan Towers (No: 221)

DAY 406 pictured with my TED 20 
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From the USA the TO 20’s 50th
Enclosed are some photos of the TO-20 

50th Anniversary held July 3 - 5th at Dayton, 
Iowa. There were 11 Ferguson tractors at the
show. The oldest TO-20 was 69.

The cream & green 35 was painted this 
colour from the factory and sold in Canada. 
Most of us at the show have heard of of TO- 
35's painted these colours but have never 
seen one. We were able to see an original 
sales brochure that showed these tractors. 
The experimental Ferguson 40's castings 
were painted green like the high arch shown 
on the right of one photo. All the information

that I have seen shows the sheet metal 
painted grey like the TO-35 (grey and green).

It was pointed out that each of us showing 
a Ferguson tractor was from a different State. 
This makes it very hard for us to get together. 
We are planning on a show for next year. We 
will let you know when the plans are 
definite.

David Lory (No: 1269) 
5604 South West Road 

Platteville, W1 
53818-9610 U.S.A.

Left:
3 TO-20’s

Right:
This is a TO-35 for sale in 
Canada painted in red and 

cream; most TO-35's were grey 
and green. To the left of this is 

an F-40.
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FORTHEFERGUSONENTHUSIAST
BOOK

Ferguson Implements and Accessories
— John Farnsworth

This comprehensive title looks at the wide range of implements and accessories marketed 
under the Ferguson badge. The author gives historical coverage to the subject by 
reference to different eras of Ferguson tractor production, starting with the Ferguson 
Brown and finishing with Massey-HarnVFerguson.

192 pages 250 illustrations H/b £18.50

NEW! BOOK

The Massey Legacy -  
Volume One
-  John Famworth

This highly illustrated two-volume book is the first comprehensive review of 
Masse\rs vast range ol products, it covers Massey Ferguson, rts predecessor 
companies and the extensive product range it has manufactured and marketed 
since 1847, running through the ages of the horse, steam, petrol and diesel. Each 
volume offers different topics through the full t50  years.

Volume One includes agricultural tractors and also: key people in company 
development, chronology, company and product promotion, cultivation equip
ment, planting equipment, price lists, sales data. The pnce lists and sales data 
will be a key resource for serious Massey enthusiasts.
John Famworth is a well-known Massey enthusiast and author of Ferguson Implements and Accessories. Volume Two 
of 77ie Massey Legacy will be published in spring 1990, completing a major work of research in the UK, Canada and 
the USA

Approx. 448 pages 400 colour illustrations H/b £29 95

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER

aopK The Ferguson Album
-  Allan T. Condie

Back again in limited softcover edition, this immensely popular title is essential reading for any 
Ferguson enthusiast, TTie full story of Ferguson is covered from early beginnings with David 
Brown up to Massey Ferguson in the early 1970's. Implements, tractor senal numbers and 
model designations are included.

128 pages Well illustrated £13.95

SERVICE MANUALS
Ferguson TE20 with standard petrol. V.O. lamp oil and standard 20c diesel 
engine. Massive volume -  all you want to know. 330 pages. £35.50.
FE-35, M-F 35, M-F 35X all engines. 350 pages. £31.00 
M-F 65, Perkins A 4192/AD 4 230 engines. 274 pages. £31.00 h

CLASSIC TRACTOR BOOKS
Dept. FC, Low Green Farm, Hutton, Driffield, E. Yorks Y025 9PX 

Tel: 01377 270209 • Mobile 0836 742619 • Fax 01377 271371

POST &  PACKING: 
A O D 10% PER ORDER

Orders over £35 post free. Overseas add 20% (£25.00 max.}. 
Air Mail outside Europe at cost.

Payments by Cheque/P.O. in sterling or AccessA/isa/Mastercard, 
___________ stating number and card expiry date.___________
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George Levett - Member 1689
In response to your "epistle" on page 1 of 

the Summer Journal I am writing with some 
material which may be of use to the next 
issue.

First of all I enclose a photo of a 
neighbouring farmer where we farmed (on 
the Kent/Sussex border at Bodiam, Sussex). 
The gentleman on the Continental Engined 
Ferguson was a champion ploughman but 
with horses, when he got bad on his legs he 
asked my father to put 3 point linkage on his 
Ransomes horse plough, this was very 
successful and I'm sure you will agree he 
could plough well. Behind you can just make 
out the hop poles as this was in the late 40's 
just prior to the rapid decline in English hop

growing. I have other photos of my father on 
his TE 20 with a special 2 furrow offset 
plough for use in the hops, which he also 
made up.

I enclose also further details, on the 
following pages, of my own plough featured 
in the last issue of the Club Journal Spring 
'98. Unfortunately no mention was made of 
myself or my club No. so I have no idea what 
feedback was made! The text published with 
the first picture referring to cable ploughing 
"sets" of steam engines actually, not using 
the Ferguson as it suggested, this picture's 
text is on another page! However, I hope this 
clears up any confusion.

George Levett.

Champion ploughman with his Ferguson 
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W I L M O T ’ S 
T U R N A L L  P L O U G H

S P A R E  P A R T S
AND WORKING INSTRUCTIONS

Bolt the hinged drawbar of the plough firm ly to  the Tractor drawbar 
plate, at the furrow-width you propose working.

The body of the plough is hinged at the bottom of the beam, and controlled 
by a suitable handle placed conveniently near the driver.

On lowering this handle the nose, or share-point, is tilted towards the 
ground, the forward motion giving it the necessary penetration.

The plough will continue in this downward direction until the depth, 
preset by the rear handle, has been reached, when it will level out, and 
continue to  work at such depth until further adjustment is effected.

The small handle at the rear is very sensitive and only one or two turns 
at a time should be made : the effect on working depth is quickly obtained, 
and In an astonishing degree.

Having decided and set to  the depth of work required, there is no further 
need to  touch the control, assuming that the texture of the soil remains 
constant. If it does not, however, then some further adjustment will 
have to  be made to  counteract the new conditions.

The front lever alone is sufficient to put the plough into and out of work.

When in work the plough should ride in an upright position.

The head is adjustable for this purpose: move it to  suit your conditions.

A little  care at the outset w ill more than repay you, and add to that 
satisfaction that is only derived from work well done.

Look after your Turnall: it w ill serve you well.



“  Turnall ”  Attachments for Mounted Plough

62P.S Drawbar Place 1 *off Ford. D.B. and Ferg.
SIJ.3D Bolt . . . l-off „
62P.6 Control Head l-off ..
62P.7 Extending Arm Side Plate . l-off ,.
SI2.J Nut . . . . . l-off ..
SIL.2B B o l t ......................................... 2-oft ..
SI2.L N u t ......................................... 2 - o f f ............................
62P.8 Drawbar . . . . 1 -off Ford only.
62P.9 Drawbar . . . . l-off D.B. only.
62P.I2 Pin . . . . 1 -off D.B. and Ferg. only.
62P.4 Extending Arm Spacer 1 -off Ford, D.B. and Ferg.
SI2.G N u t ......................................... l-off ..
StG.3F Bolt . . . . . l-off ..
62P.3 Control Handle Bracket Spacer . l-off .,
62P .II Pin Sleeve . . . . 2-off D.B. and Ferg. only.
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D.B. — David erown Tractor 
Ford 1=  Fordson Tractor 
Ferg. =  Fergujon Tractor
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I’JERAL PURPOSE PLOUGH
D E PTH  C O N T R O L

The small handle at the rear is very sensitive, and only one or two turns 

at a time should be made, the effect on working depth is quickly obtained, 
and in an astonishing degree.

After having decided, and set to the depth of work required, there is no 

further need to touch this control assuming that the texture of the soil 

remains constant. If it does not, however, then some further adjustment 
will have to be made to counteract the new conditions.

The front lever alone is sufficient to put the plough into, and out of work, 

but it does more than that. If, for instance (when using the digger body) 

the load becomes heavy enough to overcome wheel adhesion, a slight lift 
of this lever, by the driver, will lessen this load sufficiently to reduce wheel- 

slip, and thus prevent the tractor becoming bogged down, with consequent 
loss of time.

No. 2 M. ‘T U R N A L L ” M O U N T ED  W ITH  G EN ERAL PURPOSE BODY, 
can be supplied with couplings for the leading "m akes "  of Tractors.

W e igh t. 390 ibs. Pow er Required, 12 D.B.H.B.

O peratioiia! Control
The firs: impression one receives when viewing W ilm o t 's  "  Turnall "  for 
the first time, is its strong and simple construction.

N o  wheels are fitied, m the accepted sense of the term, the trailing wheel 
IS there for transport only, and does not in any way assist in the operation 
of ploughing.

The body is hinged at the bottom of the beam and controlled by a suitable 
handle, placed conveniently near the driver.

O n  lowering this handle, the nose, o r share-point, is tilted towards the 
ground, the forward motion giving it the necessary penetration.

The plough will continue in this downward direction until the depth, 
preset by the rear handle, has been reached, where it will level out. and 
continue to w ork at such depth until further adjustment is effected.

This IS, of course the "  True line of draft "  where the body offers the least 
resistance to the soil. This in turn accounts for the normal power required 
to draw the plough, and explains the reason why the "T u rn a l l "  has 
Decome so popular with users of medium size tractors, in comparison 
with ploughs of the more conventional type.

Neither Transport W heel nor the Manual operation of the Control-head 
lever are requirec for Mounted Model.



exsep d ig g e r
■ T U R N A L L "  M O U N T E D  P L O U G H  No. I M.

The main features of this model remain Identical to those of the standard 
Trailer "  Turnall ”  plough.

Rigid security of attachment is obtained by using a specially designed 
Draw-plate which bolts firmly on a Draw-bar fitted to the hydraulic lifting 
arms ; the third point of linkage is accommodated in the extended Head- 
plate.

Depth control handle is reversed in position to that of the trailer type for 
ease of regulation from the Tractor driver’s seat.

Provision for variable furrow  width has been made by incorporating a 
scries of positions for the Draw-plate in relation to the Draw-bar.

S U B -S O IL E R

This attachment can be easily fitted and used with the Mounted Implement, 
the depth control of the plough does not in any way Interfere with this 
attachment. Predetermined penetration setting varies from 2 in. to  6 in. 
Plough and Sub-soiler : w e ig h t, 440 lb. Pow er req u ired , 14 D.B.H.P.

C O N V E R S IO N  SETS

As there are large numbers of the standard Trailer model in use, it is 
anticipated that some users may wish to convert their plough to that of a 
mounted implement. Conversions sets can therefore be supplied for this 
purpose, particulars of which may be obtained from your usual agent.

No. I M. •• T U R N A L L ’’ M O U N T E D  P L O U G H  (S H O W N  W IT H  
SU B -SO ILER  A T T A C H M E N T )  can be supplied with coupiings for leading 
■■ makes "  of Tractors.

In fact, 
digger.

WILMOTS ‘‘ tu r n a l ;
Its many uses
T H E  D E E P  D I G G E R

The 16 in. as a deep digger, has 
the strength and penetration 
to tackie the roughest work, 
and is especially suitable for the 
breaking of virgin land, parks, 
commons, moors, etc. The 
range of adjustment varies from 
6 in. to 14 in. deep and width 
of furrow from 9 in. to 16 in.
It will cover roughage and 
green manure crops in an 
astonishing manner, and mus
tard 4 ft. to 5 ft. high can be 
completely covered.

This bottom has proved ex- 
tremelyuseful for the clearance 
of surface water, cutting 
trenches for water pipes, etc., 
and many other unusual plough 
operations.

It has also proved superior to 
most In the hop gardens, where 
every defect of a plough is 
brought to light.

is no job of ploughing too difficult for the “ Turnall ” deep 
in a class by itself.

f t

No. I T R A IL E R  ” T U R N A L L "
The frame is of tubular construction of immense strength, fitted with fixed 
or spring crip disc coulter, and steel share. A  skim coulter is also available. 
A  P L O U G H  F O R  T H E  N O V IC E  o r  the EXPERT.
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Kynshera 
Holm 
ORKNEY 
Scotland 
KW17 2RZ

POLO SHIRT (cotton - polyester)
Sizes: M L XL 
Price: £17.00
Colours: white - black - navy blue - royal blue - grey

SWEAT SHIRT (fleece inside: drop shoulder)
Sizes: M L XL 
Price: £21.00
Colours: medium grey other colours available if requested 

BOILER SUIT
Sizes: 38" 40" 42" 44" 46" 48"
Price: £28.00
Colours: royal blue - navy blue

Grey is available at £33.00 with zip or stud fastenings

AMERICAN CAP
Price: £8.50
Colours: black - navy blue - royal blue

KNITTED SKI CAP
Price: £9.50
Colours: black - navy blue - royal blue

The Ferguson Club logo is a directly embroidered two colour design 
measuring approximately 2.75" x 1.25". It is normally royal blue with white. 
A royal blue garment will have a light blue and white design.

Please note above prices include postage - UK only

Please make cheques payable to Norman Shearer. Payment with order to 
above address. Payment must be in pounds sterling.

Prices are subject to change without notice.
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C C O U L T E R S

The standard type of coulter 
for each bottom follows the 
usual practice of cranked coul
ter stalk, fork and disc, but a 
special spring loaded coulter 
may be had at a slight extra cost, 
to meet conditions, such as 
stony ground.

Should the cutting edge come 
into contact with any hard sub
stance, the whole coulter lifts 
in a rearward direction, thus 
passing over, without the risk of 
a breakage: having cleared the 
obstruction however, the coul
ter reverts back to the normal 
working position. Just another 

W ilm ot "  refinement on an 
implement built for practical 
men. by practical men. who 
know what a good plough 
should do.

C O N D IT IO N S  O F  SA LE A N D  R E P L A C E M E N T  O F  PARTS

All damaged, faulty, o r broken parts, must be dispatched, carriage paid, 
to our W orks, for inspection, as soon as the defect is discovered. 
Confirmation of such dispatch together with full particulars, must reach us 
within 14 d ays  of the discovery of such fault.

W e  reserve the right to repair, o r replace, such broken o r  faulty parts, 
as we think fit.
If, on Inspection of the returned parts, such defects are. in our opinion, 
due to faulty workmanship, o r materials, we will replace o r  repair same, 
free of charge.

The costs of refitting, etc., to be the responsibility of the purchaser. W e  
can. however, accept no resonsibllicy for loss o r damage caused through 
neglect, misuse, o r  fair wear and tear.

M an u fac tu re d  by

S. M. WILMOT 
& Co. Ltd.

.  ; I r i t c e l  7 < t S I

ST. PHILIPS 
BRISTOL
E N G L A N D

T .l . i r m m i : "  C . J v M i s .r . ' '  I r iK e l
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Jim Werner
Enclosed are some recent pictures of my 

tractor. This is my first time ever to work on 
a tractor. I purchased it from a retired 
machinist in Denver, CO, who rescued it after 
sitting for about 5 years. The previous owner 
replaced the Perkins Elmer -107 engine with 
a -108 engine. The two engines are practically 
identical except the -108 has glow plugs in 
addition to the intake manifold heating 
element.

As you know the tractor was made in 
France. It has Goodyear tyres, that are also 
stamped "Made in France". Don't these tyres 
ever wear out? This set must be 35 years old, 
if the tractor was made in the mid-sixties. The 
tyres are weather checked with more than an 
inch of lug remaining.

I started my restoration with a valve job 
and having the head ground. A diesel repair 
shop in Pueblo, CO, rebuilt the injectors, 
which went a long way towards eliminating

some severe knocking sounds that bothered 
my after I ran the tractor for a while. I then 
pulled the engine and replaced the cylinder 
liners and installed new rings and bearings. 
The original owner gave me a spare engine as 
part of the deal and with a local machine 
shop we assembled the best set of pistons 
and rods. Upon reassembly, the engine 
would not start. Finally, after re-reading the 
shop manual, I bled the fuel system twice, 
still wouldn't start. So I let is set overnight 
and next morning, I cranked it and it started 
on the first try.

I have gone through almost everything in 
the tractor and replaced all seals in the 
process. Even though most factory MF seals 
are no longer available, I got everything I 
needed from a local bearing supply house. I 
can tell you there are no leaks, except the 
following. There is one very small leak (a 
drip a day) that I have accepted and decided
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not to spend any more hours attempting a 
fix. It is where the rod from the transmission 
comes through the rear tractor half and 
actuates the safety switch on the middle 
tractor half. I could not find a suitable o-ring 
to seal the drip. The o-ring that MF 
supplied would not stop a slight 
seep around the shaft. I was sceptical 
about using a fatter o-ring because 
the two tractor halves may not have 
mated properly. So I declared success 
and decided not to separate the 
tractor again.

My last major repair to the tractor 
was the starter ring gear. The tractor 
would occasionally grind the gears 
when I started it. I had the starter 
rebuilt by a local starter repair shop 
and they found a bad gear on the 
starter, which they replaced. After I 
reinstalled the starter, I had the same
symptoms. So.....  I split the tractor again. I
removed the flywheel (again) and took it to a 
local welder who heated and removed the 
ring gear. He said it was really stuck on and 
had to have two torches going at one time to 
get enough heat to expand the ring gear. Of 
course the MF factory replacement parts 
were discontinued. I repaired the ring gear 
by using a Dremmel to resurface a new bevel 
on each tooth. Looking back, I should have 
made some alignment marks on the ring gear 
and flywheel. I learned the engine tends to 
stop in the same place or places when shut 
down. That is why there were only two areas 
of wear on the ring gear. Each was 
approximately opposite from the other. Had I 
marked it when I removed the ring gear, the 
reinstallation would have been easier. I 
estimated the original position and then 
rotated the gear about 90 degrees so a fresh 
set of teeth would be next to the starter. 
Apparently, this worked OK, because now 
the engine never grinds when I start it. Some 
real tractor mechanics (guys at the 
dealerships) said sometimes it is possible to 
reverse the ring gear. I didn't attempt this

because the reverse side gear teeth were 
square and not bevelled. It probably took 30 - 
35 years for the wear to occur, so maybe this 
repair will last that long before it needs to be 
done again.

I tried in vain to locate original MF25 
decals for the hood. The closest I could find 
were decals for a MF35. After some 
experimenting I found that I could remove 
the red paint and the "35" from the decal 
with acetone. When the paint was removed, 
there was a silver Mylar film underneath. I 
then contacted a local sign shop who made 
some vinyl "25" outline numbers which I 
then applied to the decal and repainted with 
MF red rouge paint. The finished product is 
perfectly acceptable to me.

The brakes were in bad shape. These 
brakes work by compressing the shoes inside 
a V-pulley. The shoes appear to slightly off
set with respect to each other and the rear 
shoe is stationary, but adjustable. The pulley 
is free to move on the shaft as the brakes are 
applied. The shoes were completely oil 
soaked. A complete set of shoes was not 
available from the factory. 1 finally found a 
shop in Denver that was able to resurface the 
shoes. I reassembled everything and, with 
new seals in the swing arms, the brakes work 
well and will stop the tractor on all the
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conditions I have put it through.

I use the tractor now to mow grass on our 
6 acres and occasionally smooth the 
driveway and some snow removal chores 
with a rear mounted six foot blade. In heavy 
snow (2 feet) the rear wheels slip a bit. I don't 
have any weights and I may try chains next 
winter. The tractor is very easy to drive and 
the steering is almost effortless. My wife 
enjoys mowing the lawn and we both use it 
for that purpose.

I should like to thank the many people 
who advised or helped with the actual 
repairs. Carol, my wife, for tolerating and 
encouraging the effort. Special thanks to 
John, Jack, Jackie, and Gary at Ancona Job 
Shop in Colorado Springs. These people 
always had a way to free rusted and stuck 
bolts as well as perform the many other small 
jobs. Special recognition to Scott at Berthod 
Motors in Glenwood Springs, CO, for the 
factory new parts. Jesse and Bruce at Steel 
Tractor in Fountain, CO. Delux Speedometer 
and Radio Services in Denver, CO who 
cleaned and oiled the mechanical tach. 
Whisler Bearing in Colorado Springs, for 
seals. Rocky Mountain Engine Service in

Denver, CO for Perkins Elmer Parts. Stewart 
and Stevenson Power, Inc., in Denver, CO for 
more Perkins Elmer Parts. Christians Tractor 
in Tyler, TX for the hard to find parts. 
Lambert and Merle at Enhes-Rink Machine 
Shop in Colorado Springs, for engine 
rebuilding expertise. Drive Train Industries, 
in Denver, CO for custom brake shoe 
relining.

A couple of questions: in the ads with the 
two MF25's it looks like there is a vertical 
trim piece on the centre of the front grill. It 
appears the name of Massey Ferguson may 
be on the trim piece. Mine doesn't have that 
trim piece and the factory parts are not 
available (of course). Any ideas on where I 
could find one? Besides You and I, does 
anybody else own an MF25? How can I find 
out when the tractor was made?

Please contact me if you want to discuss 
anything. You can reach me at the address 
marked below (home); phone (719) 488-0603; 
and e-mail jkwemer@aol.com.

Jim Werner
305 Lariat Ln 

Colorado Springs, CO 80921

44

mailto:jkwemer@aol.com


The Ferguson Club Winter 1998

“Web Site”
I have been asked what our website is like, these three items are a copy of The Ferguson 

Club's web pages.
Also found at:
btinternet.com / ~ferguson.club

PRESIDENT: MR JAMIE SHELDON 

THE OFICIAL CLUB WEBSITE

The principle objective of the club is to promote interest in the late Harry Ferguson, his designs 
for the mechanisation of world agriculture and in particular The Ferguson System*. The club 
covers all Ferguson tractors from the Ferguson A (Ferguson-Brown), Ford-Ferguson 2N and 9N 
(also 8N), Ferguson TE-20, TO-20, TO-30, TO-35, F-40, FE-35, US and UK implements and by 
agreement with Massey Ferguson Ltd, the MF-35 and 65. .

The Club acts as a forum for information, research and service aspects, both through our 
Newsletter and Journal and by direct enquiry. Our publications we produced at least three times 
per year, as submitted material allows and are sent free to all members.
Members live throughout the world, particularly in countries where "The Ferguson System" was 
marketed and come from all walks of life. Members are not required to own any Ferguson 
product, although the majority do so. Various events, both on a local and a National basis, provide 
an opportunity for members to meet and share their common interest.

While we do not trade in spares, we do have for sale to members, specialist Ferguson supplies, 
from Club badges and garments to bonnet strips and decals for the TE-20 tractor and back issues 
of our publications.

Click For Membership Information

Click For Membership Form

Click To Send us an E-Mail
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PRESIDENT: MR JAMIE SHELDON 

THE OFICIAL CLUB WEBSITE

Membership Details

Members live throughout the world, particularly in countries where *'The Ferguson 
System" was marketed and come from all walks of life. Members are not required to own 
any Ferguson Product, although the majority do so. Various events, both on a local and 
national basis, provide an opportunity for members to meet and share their common 
interest.

Membership subscription rates are:-

Sterlmg. US$DM

Full: £15.00. $25. DM35 

Family: £20.00. $34. DM47 

Junior: £7.50 $13. DM18

OUTSIDE EUROPE POSTAL SURCHARGE. Please add £3/$5/DM& to each category.

Please make cheque/Postal order - payable to "The Ferguson Club", (or send for a standing 
order mandate UK Bank Accounts only|.

Click For Membership Form

Return to main page
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PRESIBENT: MR JAMIE SHELDON 

THE OFICIAL CLUB WEBSITE

Membership application form (Please print and send to ->) 

The Ferguson Club,

P.O. Box 20,Golspie, KW 10 6TE, United Kingdom
Personal Information
First name

Last name ;

Street address [

City

State/Province

Zip/Postai Code ' ’

Country

Phone i !

E-mai! |

iKtl

Return to main page
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' r U  brin g  it b a c k  o n  th e  26th— D raught an im als ju st a r e n ’t e c o n o m ic  I

Farming Reporter - December 1952 - Page 2

Replica 6/FSA/24 Clock Sign
This sign, originally intended for interior 
showroom use, consists of a Perspex panel 
18" X 31" bearing the "Ferguson System" 
silhouette in blue. Incorporated in the rear 
wheel of the silhouette is a battery clock.

Price; £46.00 +  postage

Available from:
Mrs Anne Halstead Tel: 01406 540224 
Mrs Grace Popplewell Tel: 01673 885330

Farm Better ,  Farm Faster
with

\

FERGUSON SYSTEM
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Jim Storment - Number 1813
I received my Ferguson Club Journal 

recently and just wanted to drop a line, 
touching on several thoughts which have 
occurred to me.

First, the continuing saga on the "Jacks", I 
have one now, among my collection of 
implements, I had one which 1 bought almost 
50 years ago with my TO-20, my first new 
tractor (I think 1950). Since I began collecting 
Ferguson tractors and implements about 3 
years ago (a disease for which there appears 
to be no cure) I have read several articles 
about these jacks including the article in the 
above referred issue. The question I would 
like to throw into the discussion is:- why 
would they have been produced for the later 
Ferguson models as the Massey-Ferguson 
models which all had power-adjust rear 
wheels? One didn't need the jack after 
power-adjust wheels were developed - 
anyway I didn't.

Secondly, I note on page 61 of the Winter 
Issue "The club covers all Ferguson tractors 
including M-F 35 and 65, no mention of my 
TO-35 or my F-40 which were Ferguson 
tractors but Ford 9N - 2N and 8N are 
included, is this merely an omission or are 
my feelings being worn on my sleeves? I'm 
assuming Mr Ferguson had little to do with 
development of the TO-35 and F-40 but they

were Ferguson tractors, in fact, the 35 is 
arguably the reason Massey-Harris wanted 
to buy Ferguson, along with the Hydraulic 
system of course.

Thirdly, I note your plea for articles for the 
next issue, I an not an author but am a 
collector of Ferguson tractors and 
implements, I am enclosing some pictures 
which I hope you may be able to use in the 
future. The right one of the two is of our TO- 
20 {1949 model) and our 1951 TO-30 with 
type LUO 20 Front Loader. The TO-20 was 
restored in 1996, the TO-30 restoration was 
completed in time for our Sept 5, 6, 7, 1997 
show. We, my son and I, belong to Southern 
Illinois Antique Power Club and we have a 
page on the internet as does our own club.

The left picture is of (left to right) our F-40 
(1956 model) TO-35 (1955 model) and the 
TO-30 before restoration. As you can see, 
Massey-Ferguson dealers and many of their 
customers over the years, have developed 
the disgusting habit of painting Ferguson 
tractors, Massey Ferguson red. Some of them, 
dealers and owners, don't seem to know any 
better. It's a disgusting habit I don't expect to 
change alone.

Jim Storment
Number 1813

Left to Right: F 40 1956 model. To 35 1955 
model and a TO 30

TO 20 -foreground, restored 1996 
TO 30 - with front loader, restored 1997
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“She’s a Runner and I Love Her”
In the early 50's when I was aged 11 or so, 

I lived in a small village in Dorset. In my 
school holidays I used to "help out" on a 
farm just up the road from our house. If the 
truth be known I was probably more of a 
hindrance than a help, but the farmer and his 
wife, Mr & Mrs Ardagh, were very kind and 
allowed me to do a few jobs here and there. 
My favourite pastime was sitting on the wing 
of their Fergie whilst their son John drove it, 
cutting the meadows for silage or hay and 
then raking and tossing the hay with the 
Tedder.

In 1954 or 1955 my stepfather, who 
worked for MAFF, was posted to Cambridge 
where he was to be the Livestock Husbandry 
Officer for Cambridgeshire and the Isle of 
Ely. How I missed my visits to Prospect 
Farm.

I now live in Lincolnshire and, over the 
years have seen many little grey Fergies now 
working in the fields', I have had a yearning 
to have one of my own. I have mentioned this 
desire to several of my friends and work 
colleagues and eventually one of them 
mentioned that he knew of a Fergie for sale 
nearby. I couldn't wait to see it and managed 
to engineer a visit to Boston the very next 
day, when, of course, I would just happen to 
pass the premises where this tractor was 
kept. I plucked up courage and knocked on 
the door.

"I understand you have a Ferguson tractor for 
sale."

"Yes, are you a dealer?"

"No I'm not, I just want one to do up and tinker 
with."

"I'm not interested in selling to a dealer, they only 
want to make money out of you!"

"Well, I'm not a dealer and I just want one to do 
up for my grandchildren, how much do you want 
for it?"

"It's worth £650 of anyone's money, but I'd let it 
go for a bit less to a good home."

"I can't afford much more than £350, can I have a 
look at it?"

We went to his shed and there she stood, a 
little grey FERGUSON TEA20, built in 1949 
and powered by petrol, just what I was 
looking for.

"Can I bring one of my mechanics to look it 
over?"

"Of course you can, how about this evening?"

When I got back to work I approached 
Pete, our mechanic.

"Could you look at a tractor for me this evening. 
I'm thinking about buying one?"

"What do you want with a tractor, you're not a 
farmer?"

"I need a professional opinion about it."

At home, after work, I casually mentioned 
it to my wife that, after years of searching, I 
had actually found the tractor that I had been 
looking for.

"If you think that we can afford an old tractor 
when our daughter is getting married in three 
months, you must be mad!"

"Yes dear, I haven't bought it yet but I'm going to 
look at it with Pete this evening."

"How much is it?"

"I haven't sorted a price out yet, anyway the 
Halifax is paying out soon."

"The Halifax money is for the wedding."

"Yes dear."
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Pete and I went to look at the tractor.

"Is it a runner?"

"Yes, I've charged up the battery, it's a 6 volt one 
from an MGB, there's not much power in it but it 
should start it."

Turn on the petrol, switch on the ignition, 
pull out the choke and push the gearstick to 
S. Nothing! Bleed a little petrol from the carb 
and try again, still nothing.

"There's a starting handle."

Five minutes later she was running, 
ticking over nicely. No knocks or rattles and 
good oil pressure. Then the petrol ran out. 
Now was the time to do a deal.

"1 can't ajford £650 what will you accept?" 

"You'll have to improve on £350."

We managed to agree on a price and shook 
on it.

"Well dear, I've bought the Fergie."

"You've done what?"

"I've got a bargain, 1 think it's worth more than 
I'm paying for it."

"You are mad!"

The next morning the doubts began to set 
in, did I really want a tractor? Wouldn't the 
money be better spent on the wedding?

No, I've wanted a Fergie for years and I 
might never find the one I want again.

I collected the tractor and took it to the 
workshop. The next morning she was there 
for everyone to see.

"Whose is the old tractor?"

"She's mine, don't you think she's wonderful?" 

"What do you want a bloody tractor for?"

To try to make amends for spending the 
wedding money, I decided to sell my camera 
equipment and went to the local 
photographic shop. It was quite a good 
camera and the shop owner was prepared to 
sell it for me, together with my telephoto lens 
and power winder. I left the equipment with 
him to put in his window. We then went on 
holiday.

On returning from holiday I went to the 
shop to see how things were going.

"There's good news and bad news." 
said the shop owner.

"What's the good news?"

"The camera has gone."

"And the bad news?"

“The shop window was smashed and all the 
secondhand cameras were taken, yours included."

What will she say about this?

I've managed to scrounge a decent battery, 
and have bought a new exhaust to put it back 
underneath. It had a vertical stack when I 
bought it.

She's a runner and I love her!!

A. Johnstone
(No. 2640)
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Do You Show Your Tractor(s)?
If so you must have the FERGUSON CLUB's own Exhibit Log Sheet.

We have commissioned a supplier to produce these sheets at your request. They 
have the club logo top centre in blue, but, best of all they are encapsulated in 
plastic.

At the reasonable cost of £1.30 including postage (UK only) each, this includes 
YOUR details typed on before sealing, or they are available blank on card so you 
can write in your own details.

EXHIBIT LOG SHEET

M ak e

M o d el F u e l

Y ear o f M a n u fa c tu re

H is to ry

O w n e d  b y
For further information on THE FERGUSON CLUB please contact, 

Lawrence Jamiesoa PO Box 20, Golspie, Sutherland, Scotland KWIO 6TE 
Tel; 01408 633108 - Fax; 01408 633418

Please send your details or requests for blanks to Alan Dunderdale, details in the 
front of this issue. Cheques made payable to the Ferguson Club please.
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Clive Simpson
Dear Alan,

As you may remember, we first met in the 
field at Elmsall Lodge Farm, Badsworth on 
Sept 7th 1996 when you kindly pointed me in 
the direction (the RIGHT direction as it 
turned out!) of the Ferguson club, to whom I 
turned for advice on the restoration of the 
tractor. From there 1 was very lucky to get in 
touch with Ralph Sibbald, who has since 
done such a magnificent job of restoring our 
tractor, the results of which we proudly

presented at the AGM at Cupar on 25th April 
1998. You mentioned that you would like a 
photo or two for your archives (or for 
publication, or whatever), so here are the 
before and after pictures.

For the record, the Ferguson is TED 
466043, engine No. S241248E. first registered 
23/09/55 No ASB 891, and spent its entire 
working life on the Isle of Mull. Hopefully it 
will be returning to work on Mull in a part- 
time capacity this summer.

Clive Simpson
(No: 2221) 

1 Windsor Street 
Edinburgh

Left:
Clive Simpson's TED 20 

b^ore restoration

Right:
After restoration
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Pete De Carteret - Member No. 1716
As a youngster during the 1950's I would 

go over to Sark from Guernsey with my 
father who often worked there as a carpenter. 
I spent many hours watching the Ferguson 
tractors with their trailers loaded with 
passengers, luggage and supplies, arriving at 
the top of the harbour hill and on to their 
various destinations. 'One day I'll have one 
of those' I thought. Forty years later I've 
finally got one. It's a 1947 TE20 Continental 
SN 20669. It was owned by the late Hubert 
Lanyon, and one of it's many jobs was to tow 
the ambulance carriage on Sark. The carriage 
was built in Guernsey and is now housed in 
the Occupation Museum. The photo was 
taken by Mr Care! Toms a well known 
Channel Island Photo Journalist, who kindly 
let me reproduce it. On the tractor is Hubert

Lanyon with his son Mark, who helped me 
considerably in obtaining a log book for the 
tractor. I have done quite a lot of work on the 
tractor engine with lots of advice and help 
from Nick at the 20 Parts Company and my 
local friends. I've got a nice transport box and 
a single furrow plough to add to the 
collection. The tractor originally had better 
type headlamps but were replaced with 
1950's lamps with a tractor motif on the glass. 
A few months ago I drove an immaculate MF 
135 owned by Pete Vidamour, this was the 
first time I had driven a tractor. By owning a 
'Fergie' I have met many interesting people, 
learned a lot about tractors, driven one and 
joined a brilliant club.

Keep up the good work. Best wishes

P De Carteret
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Peter Walker, member no. 896

This is a photograph of a scene at Almond 
Valley Heritage Centre on their Harvest Day, 
6th September, 1998. Shown here is a 
Ferguson TED 20 Serial No. 135982 with a 
frame to support a horndraulic loader, and 
attached to the three point linkage is a potato 
spinner made by A. Newlands and Sons,

Engineers, Linlithgow. The tractor and potato 
spinner are owned by Peter Walker, member 
no. 896.

In the background is a Crighton threshing 
mill driven by a Field Marshall tractor and a 
Fisher Humphreys baler driven by a Case 
tractor.

Traditional hard rubber 6-12 volt Batteries
L I N C O N  B A T T E R IE S
Lincon Works, Arterial Road,
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 4EG

■  Telephone: 01702 525374 / 528711 
Fax: 01702 421362

B A T T E R Y  M A N U F A C T U R E R S  F O R  O V E R  5 0  Y E A R S
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Tingley’s Trundle
On a bright and sunny morning in the 

middle of October, some 56 tractor drivers, 
wives, girlfriends, children (not forgetting 
the organisers) got out of bed and scraped 
the ice off windscreens and so on, following 
the very first frost in this part of Sussex. In 
the early hours on this lovely Sunday 
morning they made their various ways along 
leafy lanes, to the Ash Public House in the 
village of Ashburnham lying way off the 
main roads near the town of Battle, where 
they assembled in the field opposite the Pub 
by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Bob 
Andrew, before embarking on the third road 
run of the series held every year for sixteen 
miles. More this time out for those that did it 
all!

When we were ready for the off, Arthur 
Tingley led the way driving a very smart 
Massey-Harris 744D belonging to T & M 
Editor Peter Love, and fitted with a Perkins

P6. He set off at a nice gentle gait, however 
from time to time spent a few moments 
waiting along the way for the rest to catch 
up. Yes I know it's alright for me to talk, I 
expect some were obliged to change down a 
gear up some of the slopes, especially those 
towing a trailer laden with passengers, and 
I'm glad to say there were quite a few, all well 
wrapped up as I was.

The route taken was similar to last year, 
passing through the Ashburnham Estate on 
the way to the Furness, turn right and up the 
hill to skirt the lower side of Penhurst Manor 
House on the way round to the upper 
reaches just missing out Archers Farm where 
Arthur and Mrs. Tingley reside on their 
estate, loop left to pass the topside of 
Penhurst Church, famous for its giant 
snowdrops in the early spring, on through 
the valley at the bottom of the hill heading 
for Lakehurst Lane. Unfortunately there was

■■■ •

Time for a quick 'cuppa' before the off. Helen Apps with her 1952 TED-20
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Arthur Tingley posing with the lead tractor (Massey-Harris 744.Perkins P6). Minus his cap 
(apparently chewed up by his dog!

Sevac organiser and worthy assistant Bernard Pike. "1 must remember to get him to put ALL the 
signs up another time." Apparently some road runners turned left instead of right and managed to 

arrive back at the pub earlier - how amazing!
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a little confusion on arriving at the T 
junction, some turned left some did a right 
and found their way back to the Pub which 1 
thought was really crafty. Those that carried 
on the correct route motored on towards 
Woods Corner and Turners Green, where we 
had a short breather before carrying on to 
Rushlake Green, left turn to Bodle Street 
Green and back to the Ash. I noticed that in 
parts we were quite high up as the English 
Channel and Eastbourne were easily spotted 
between the trees and way across the vista of 
Hailsham, Polegate and Pevensey marshes.

I must add you really need to experience 
the slow rambling joy of a TINGLEY 
TRUNDLE to appreciate the thud, thud, thud 
of a Marshall tractor towing a trailer up some 
of the hills at full throttle just behind you 
mixed in with the smooth purr of a six 
cylinder in front; at the end of which you find 
yourself with a ringing in the ears I am at a 
loss to explain: However, for all that the 
wonderful scenes of lavish splendour in the

dips and hollows in this part of Sussex 
coloured by the autumn shades is always 
rounded off with a welcome chat, a pint and 
some grub on returning to the Pub where it 
all started a few hours ago.

Our thanks go out to Arthur and his crew 
in all the effort they put into laying on such a 
worthwhile Rally. Tm curious to know how 
they get the weather so good. We all look 
forward to the next 'Trundle'. They seem to 
get bigger and better each year.

FOOTNOTE: Enclosed are a few photo's 
together with captions on back. The M-F 65 
Mkl which I took along went very well, but 
did show a reluctance to fire up first thing in 
the morning. I'm told most indirect injection 
diesels are prone to poor starting. Once going 
seem pretty zippy.

Richard G. Heal.
(No: 1595)

Free Membership! He’s Gone Mad!

One year's free membership is on offer to the club member 
who sends us a photograph of a Fergie playing in the snow, which 
is chosen for the Ferguson Club's Christmas card for 1999.

The rules are simple, you send a photograph or drawing, 
colour or black and white.

It wiy go before a panel who will choose one, it will then be 
made into our Christmas card. Your details will also be on the 
card (unless you instruct us otherwise).

Good luck to everyone. Please remember if you don't 
enter, you don't win!

Send your entries to the Editor; please print on the 
envelope:

"Card Competition".
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NEW BOOK & VIDEO
Ferguson enthusiasts will appreciate these publications

□  Harry Ferguson - inventor and pioneer. This is Colin Fraser's classic 
biography, which remains the main source about Ferguson's work and life. 
Fascinating reading. Re-issued in paperback with photographs, completely 
unabridged, at £9.95. Available September.

□  Ferguson Tractors. Scripted by Stuart Gibbard and now being filmed at four 
leading collections, this 55 minute video from Country Films will show the 
development of Ferguson tractors from the collaboration with David Brown to 
the FE35. Wherever possible the tractors are shown at work. £15.95, available 
October.

Contact your usual suppliers or in case of difficulty, the publishers:
Old Pond Publishing, 104 Valiey Road, Ipswich IP1 4PA.

Tel/Fax: 01473 210176. Post and packing on direct orders £1.50

Also available in October: The Ford Tractor Story 1917-64, Stuart Gibbard

FERGUSON TRACTOR SPARES
NEW & USED

I am always breaking Ferguson TE-20 tractors for spares. 
Write or telephone for details and availability.

MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE

Contact: A & G Williams
Pen-y-Pyllau Hall Cottage, Pen-y-Pyllau, Brynford, 

Hollywell, Clwyd, Wales CHS 8HB.

Tel: 01352 712061
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Area Round Up

‘"Yorkshire”
End of Century Spectacular

The Yorkshire Area Representatives are
hoping to arrange a working weekend for 
September 18th 1999, we need 200 working 
Ferguson tractors Fergie Brown, Ford 
Fergie's 20's up to 65's, all with an implement 
attached if possible.

It is our aim to send The Ferguson Club 
into the next Century in style.

The event will be held near Pontefract, 
West Yorkshire, which has good access from 
the Al, M62 and M l motorways.

This will be a first for the Yorkshire Team, 
please let them know if you will be able to 
attend and with what type of tractor and 
implement you are able to bring, our details 
are inside the front cover.

If any one is able to offer us any advice or 
assistance please let us know.

Roger Webb, John Groves, 
Alan Dunderdale.

From West Yorkshire Area Rep.
Reports on some of the Steam 
Fairs held in Yorkshire in 1998

Duncombe Park Steam Rally
This was held at Helmsley (N. Yorks.) over 

the weekend of July 4th and 5th. Summer 
seemed to have at last arrived on the 
Saturday, after a record wet June, but 
although dry the sun was cool, mostly dull. 
Between 50 and 60 vintage tractors were on 
show, two of the more unusual ones being a 
1932 MacDonald and a 1925 Case 12 - 20. Our 
Editor was there but he had turned his back 
on the more humble tractor , he and his 
daughter were crewing for a Showmans 
Engine instead (and very handsome she was 
too).

22 Fergies turned out for the final parade, 
3 of which had lady drivers and there was a 
variety of implements on show including a 
banana loader and a rear mounted post hole 
borer on a TEA 20 belonging to member Neil 
Roberts from Bedale, also 2 sprayers, a rear 
mounted mower, a 2 furrow plough, 2 
earthscoops, a link box and a trailed hay 
turner. Friends of Ferguson Heritage donated 
a cup for the best Fergie which was won by a 
Narrow 1949 TEC20 owned by D. A. Webster 
of Woodthorpe (I don't know if he is a Fergie 
Club member - Alan can you check?) They 
also gave a very handsome plaque with a 
Fergie tractor on it to all Fergic entrants. All 
the Fergies paraded in a line and both 
Friends of Ferguson Heritage and the Fergie 
Club got a special mention as they began to 
appear in the ring. How about the Fergie 
Club sponsoring a cup and plaques another 
year at one of the Yorkshire venues?

Masham Steam Fair
Despite mixed cool and windy weather on 

Saturday July 19th and a mostly wet day on 
the Sunday the event was as usual well 
supported by entrants and visitors. The 
Safety Regulations are very stringent about 
this event following what could have been a 
very serious accident in 1996 when a tractor 
ran away backwards on the hillside and 
crashed into a caravan containing a disabled 
visitor: fortunately there were no serious 
injuries but since then no tractor is allowed 
on the hillside and all have to be unloaded 
and parked where they are shown. Tractor 
owners are not very happy with this 
arrangement, although there is fairly tight 
security, quite a number of things went 
missing from the parked tractors.

About 80 tractors were on show, 12 of 
which were Fergies sporting a variety of 
implements. The cup for the best Fergie went 
to J. R. Groves with a 1946/47 Fergie 
Continental with an early Ferguson sprayer;
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which only came out of the workshop 5 days 
before the rally. Unfortunately the event was 
somewhat marred by fighting which broke 
out in the bar in the early hours of Sunday 
morning and 8 arrests had to be made when 
the police were called in. It is a sad reflection 
on our times when this sort of thing occurs at 
a vintage event and I fear it may deter some 
people from entering Masham again.

Pickering Steam Rally
Our second visit to Pickering, the "new" 

tractor camping area was good although not 
to everybody's taste, the stationary engines 
having taken over "our" field, but this apart, 
a good rally. The Safety Regulations could 
have been better enforced especially when 
"helpers" were driving modern tractors well 
over the 5mph speed limit, causing one of

them to skid on the wet ground and almost 
crashed into a caravan containing 2 women, 
2 small children and the husband of one of 
these had to jump for his life, to avoid being 
mown down in front of the van. A complaint 
was made at the time but no one wanted to 
know and the tractors continued to speed 
round the showground.

There were lots of "steamers" driving 
organs and fairground rides, it is nice to see 
them doing the jobs they are designed to do, 
also a couple of agricultural engines were 
demonstrating how they were used to draw 
implements across a field. These two {parked 
on at each side of the field, were drawing a 
cultivator with its driver backwards and 
forwards across the field. Both tractors and 
steamers were also demonstrating how they

Is this Massey's new model for the smaller farm. Photo sent by member but no details.
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used to be harnessed to sawbenches, 
threshers etc in days gone by.

There were nearly 100 tractors on show, 
about one fifth of which were Fergies. The 
tractor area was busy both days, many of the 
visitors recalling the old grey fergies they 
drove in their youth.

The weather remained dry for all the 
weekend, and there was an excellent 
firework display on the Saturday night. The 
fairground was especially good after dark, 
and most of the rides were powered by 
showmans engines, all lighted up and 
looking very gay. There was no sign of 
rowdiness or trouble to mar a veiy' successful 
event.

Driffield Steam Rally
A first time for my wife and me, and I 

think the event we enjoyed most this season. 
The event is staged on the Driffield Show 
Ground, a very pleasing setting; with tarmac 
roads. There was also good security 
especially for the caravanning and camping 
area.

Events were going on all day in the arena, 
there were a number of steamers that we 
hadn't seen before, but not as many as we 
had hoped to see. The miniature steamers 
were well represented, as were cars, motor 
cycles, bikes and commercials. Some 100 
tractors were on show, on of the oldest being 
a Massey Harris Pacemaker 1935, and there 
were 16 Fergies, some with implements.

The weather remained dry, sunny and 
warm, which was a nice change. We had a 
few enquiries re the Fergie Club but no one 
actually joined. I think we need more than a 
couple of banners and a board to boost the 
Club. Hopefully another time.

P.S. Alan isn't the only one interested in 
steamers, my wife dotes on them, but I'm 
afraid we'll need to win the lottery before we 
can have one!

John Groves (No: 72)

‘‘Scotland'^
Once again Scone Rally was very 

successful for the Ferguson Club. It was 
appreciated when local members brought 
their Tractors and Implements to display on 
the stand, also Ralph Sibbald and Kevin 
Britton for the engine overhaul. But like 
everything else 50 year old there can be small 
problems, all now have been solved, our 
thanks to all for their help.

The Rally season has now finished 
(thankfully) with possibly the worst weather 
ever with many exhibitors having to be 
pulled from the field and public roads having 
to be cleaned, rally fields to be repaired, all 
extra work for the organisers.

Two Ploughing matches for 1999:-

First Saturday in February 
Buchlyvie Stirlingshire 

Last Saturday in February Ayrshire

Albion Centenary 1999, Road Run from 
London to Glasgow August 1999, Albion Bus 
sponsored from Australia and two from 
South Africa.

South Lanarkshire is about to have a new 
local TV Station broadcasting from 
Hartwood at Shotts, we may get a little 
publicity here.

National Run Entry form and History of 
the local area included.

John Gibson

(No: 887)

If your Area is not in this 
"Round Up".

Have you told your area Rep about the 
events you are holding? Give him a nudge to 
tell me, the more members know the more 
support you will get. Editor.
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Classified Advertisements
TRACTORS FOR SALE

Grey Ferguson Tractor, petrol with down
ward oil filter. Running Order £395 ono
Grey Ferguson Tractor, petrol/TVO 12 volt 
model. Serial no. TED 278039.
Good runner £395 ono

G Williams (No; 1132), 
Holywell. Tel: 01352 712061.

1947 Ferguson T20. Original 'continental' 
engine. Very good working order.

John Couch (No: 2116), 
Tel: 01558 824131 (South Wales).

Ferguson TE20/P3 conversion. Good 
working order. Roll bar, good battery £550

George Seddon (1430), The Grove, 
Llandyssil, Montgomery, Powys SY15 6HR.

Tel: 01686 668467.

1956 TEF Reg. No. KUD 510.
Tin work fair. Engine similar. £350 ono

John Humphries, 'Lanedale', 
Thorney Road, Kingsbury Episcupi, 

Martock, Somerset TA12 6BG.
Tel: 01935 823358.

WANTED

Air intake connection with pipe assembly 
and pre-cleaner for TEF.

Steering wheel, lower links, seat and 
decompression rod mechanism for TE20.

Peter Goss (2672) 
Little Dunsaller, Raddon Road, Thorverton, 

Exeter, Devon EX5 5PJ. 
Tel: 01392 860210 (Devon)

MF737 Fork Lift. Also 707 Dump Skip. In any 
condition.

Tel: Harold Beer
(No; 772) 

01769 540678.

2 bulbs for Headlights for Ferguson TE 20. 
Seat for TE 20.
Good bonnet with no dents for TE 20.
Rear Tyres (Cheap).

William Fish (2678), 
Smithy Ban Cottage, 

High Flatts, 
Huddersfield, 

West Yorks. 
Tel: 01484 602194.

M-F TRACTORS BOUGHT & SOLD

New Spares, Tinwork, etc.
Also we supply - Pasture Toppers for TE 20 & 135 Tractors 

Special Offers on Seat Cushions & 9 Hole Linkage Drawbars

Contact: Simon Rigby - Tel: 01606 863793 
or Mobile: 0802 953752
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Northern Ireland:

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

Mr Norman Kerr 01820 624251
Scotland (Orkneys & Shetland): Mr Norman Shearer 01856 781368

Scotland (North): Mr Lawrence Jamieson 01408 633108

Scotland (North East): Mr Bob Lindsay 01224 722518

Scotland (South): Mr John Gibson 01899 810214

Scotland (West): Mr R J Pettigrew 01294 829333

Scotland (Perthshire): Mr John Melloy 01738 710298

South Wales: Mr Basil George 01656 654440

North East England: Mr Alan Dunderdale 01226 386715

Cumbria: Mr Dave Weeks 01768 772315

Lancashire: Mr Mark Whalley 01695 424774

Yorkshire & Derbyshire: Mr Roger Webb 0114 289 0003

West Yorkshire: Mr John Groves 01535 644180

East Anglia / Lines: Mr John Jeffries 01406 540246

South East England: Mr Richard Heal 01323 848705

Norfolk: Mr Duncan Russell 01760 721375

Norfolk: Mr Ian Miller 01379 676278

Suffolk: Mr John Cousins 01728 638721

Gloucestershire: Mr Dick Dowdeswell 01451 850762

Gloucestershire (West): Mr Ian Richings 01242 574830

Hampshire: Mr Martin Cull 01489 572083

Devon; Mr Michael Thorne 01769 540223

Devon (North): Mr & Mrs Harold Beer 01769 540678

Ireland, Republic of: Mr James Barrow (353) 65 40286

Holland: Mr B Westerveld 1883 15311

Germany (North): Mr Karl-Heinz Kiunke (040) 6419262

Denmark: Mrs Merethe Hansen (45) 53939212

South Africa: Mr D R Field 0331 97 891

U.S.A. (East): Mr C Higgerson 315 841 8717

IMPORTANT DATES:
Last orders for U.K. Christmas merchandise - 12th December, 1998. 
The last date for publication in the next issue is 20th February, 1999.



'Enthusiasts interested in preservation and restoration in connection 
with probably the greatest revolution in agricultural engineering'

Alan Dunderdale, 7 Waveney Drive, Higham, Barnsley, South Yorks S75 IPU Q
Tel/Fax: 01226 386715
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