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FERGUSON CLUB
OUR PATRON -  MRS ELIZABETH SHELDON

New members soon come to realise that our Patron, Mrs Elizabeth Sheldon, is Harry Ferguson's 
daughter. She takes a very keen and genuine interest in the Club. For our part, we are honoured 
that she should be our Patron and we try to live up to the standards of excellence that are 
invariably associated with the name of her father.
Less well known will be the wider family association that also exists. Mrs Sheldon’s husband, 
Mr Anthony Sheldon, was Harry Ferguson’s personal assistant fora number of years and is a 
member of the Club, as are also their two daughters, Mrs Sally Fleming and Mrs Caroline 
Blest. Sally and Caroline represented the family at the Balmoral Show and enjoyed an animated 
conversation with Prince Philip when he visited the Ferguson Club’s exhibition at the 
Department of Agriculture in the Balmoral Hall.
The family company of Harry Ferguson Limited still exists and is a corporate member of the 
Ferguson Club.
In view of the anniversary year, we asked Mrs Sheldon if she would address a few words to 
our members and let us publish a photograph of the family.

L e ft to  r ig h t: R ic h a rd  S h e ld o n  (h o ld in g  sp a n n e r): C a ro lin e  B le s t h o ld in g  H e n ry ; 
J u lie t F lem ing ; S a lly  F lem ing ; J a m ie  S he ld on ; E liza b e th  S he ld o n ; A n th o n y  B le s t 
(b e h in d  E liza b e th  S h e ld o n ); S o p h ie  S h e ld o n  (b e h in d  A n th o n y  B le s t); S us ie  
S h e ld o n : A n th o n y  S he ldon . In se t: C h a rle s  S he ld on  
U n fo rtu n a te ly  R ic h a rd  F le m in g  (S a lly ’s  H u sb a n d ) w as un ab le  to  b e  there.

The  tra c to rs  a re  th e  la s t tw o  T E -D  2 0  to  c o m e  o f f  the  C o v e n try  p ro d u c tio n  line.
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September 1946 -  September 1996

''In this year which is the 50th Anniversary o f  the commencement o f  the production o f  
the Grey Fergie in England, the first thing I  would like to say about my late father is 
how enormously pleased he would be today about the Ferguson Club and its activities.

The way agriculture has gone since his death in 1960, with heavy machinery which 
packs the land, would dismay him. Light weight was always one o f  his principles.

It is interesting to recall the development o f  the Ferguson System. He grew up in Co. 
Down on a farm  where all the work was done with horses. He found  this to be terribly 
hard work, slow and soul destroying and was determinedfrom an early age to try to do 
something to make life easier and more prosperous for the small farmer.

As his ideas developed, he also evolved his price reducing system with the aim ofmaking 
world widefood production cheap, so that it would be available for the world’s population.

He was appointed by the Government in the First World War to oversee the agricultural 
machmery requirements, and from  doing this he evolved his ideas. The main ones o f  
which were the integrated tractor and implement system which gave light weight on the 
land combined with good traction, ease o f  attachment and detachment and overall 
safety o f the operator.

I t wasn’t  until 1936 that he was able to get manufacture in volume by David Brown o f  
Huddersfield. Having known Henry Ford since the 1920s, it was 1939 before the Grey 
Tractor was produced in substantial volume in America by Ford to be followed in 1946 
by volume production at the Banner Lane factory o f  the Standard Motor Company.

What he would particularly have liked about the Ferguson Club today is the enthusiasm 
o f the members. He was a very dedicated, single minded and enthusiastic person himself 
and I  think this is one o f  the things about the Club which is very much in the Ferguson 
tradition. ”
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EDITORIAL
1 would like for a change to write as Chairman 
rather than the acting Editor in order to thank 
and congratulate all those members who have 
, in one way or another, helped the Club to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the TE-20. 
It has been a memorable year in which a great 
deal has been done at the local level to 
advance public interest both in the Ferguson 
tractor and the Ferguson Club and we have 
many new members to show for it.

At the centre, things have been more difficult 
but we have tried not to show it. Our 
commitment to the AGM in this vital year so 
tried the Club’s slender resources that there 
was nothing to fund a Summer magazine or 
even it’s postage. Its deferment to the Autumn 
was then overtaken by professional advice 
that the Club should put £3000 in reserve 
against a tax liability. So once again this is a 
bumper Winter issue, which must restore 
confidence in the Club’s technical and 
creative abilities and also kick start 1997. Its 
publication at the end of a second year of 
financial crisis, is entirely due to the fund 
raising activities and total commitment of a 
handful of members and wives, most of whom 
are acknowledged in this issue. If faith will 
move mountains, then their faith in the 
Ferguson Club and what it tries to represent, 
provides another vivid example of how much 
the many can come to depend upon the few.
I urge you not to skip the AGM Report but to 
read it and then ask not so much what the 
Ferguson Club can do for you as what you 
can do for it.
This is my last Editorial and the last chance I 
have to write as Chairman. We now have in 
place the constitutional basis of a truly 
accountable administration that could take the 
Club wherever Harry Ferguson took the 
Ferguson System. At its heart lies not a hard
core of executive officers but the General 
Committee, a parliament of representative

members from the regions who decide where 
the Club is going and how it is going to get 
there. Unless members come forward to 
provide this forum, the Club will never expand 
and develop the way it should. By the same 
token, unless the Club expands and develops 
at the local level to the point that a local group 
can host a national event, the Club will limit 
its development by the simple process of 
running out of administrative and publishing 
capacity at the centre. Those local members 
who insist that the centre can and should plan 
and mount all national events are simply 
limiting the extent of potential activity.
We have always wanted on the General 
Committee to have three magazines a year 
and this has now been refined into a solid 
Journal of some 60 pages in the first and last 
Quarters and a lighter weight Newsletter in 
the Summer. The development of Sub-Editors 
to share the load and the improved flow of 
contributions from the membership are some 
of the most significant advances to be made 
these two years. Now a new Editor, Alan 
Dunderdale, will take over and I am sure he 
will receive the same kind of enthusiastic 
support that has encouraged me to hold the 
fort. A glance at Who’s Who will demonstrate 
the importance we attach to the magazine 
and remind you that this really is one function 
where members will get out with interest what 
they put in.
For myself, I am grateful to all those who came 
forward with material and ideas and, above 
all, with commitment to help save and 
continue the magazine. I have not been able 
to enter into that general correspondence 
wherein acknowledgement is made and 
appreciation of effort properly expressed and 
there will be some who think me too casual 
or even dilatory. I can only say in mitigation 
that I have tried to express my respect for 
their endeavours within the magazine itself. 
Perhaps there will now be more time.
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With the inevitable resolution of certain 
underlying problems, the bringing of Club 
finance into a more logical framework and the 
improvements I have described, we may now 
look fonward to receiving a quality magazine 
at predictable intervals. I hope and trust that 
our overseas members will continue to 
broaden, diversify and enrich its content. 
Experience shows that it is neither practicable 
nor desirable to confine the study and 
application of the Ferguson System to one, 
single country. Like its inventor, it functions

in global terms and even the simplest line of 
research is likely to cross and re-cross the 
Atlantic, while the answer to a question from 
a member on one side is not infrequently to 
be found by a member on the other.

I wish all our members the very best for 1997 
and much enjoyment from their tractors, their 
implements and their membership of the 
Ferguson Club.

Jo h n  C o us in s

NOTICE

1997 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Nominations for the Election of Executive Officers

The notification of the Annual General Meeting is to be found on the Club 
Noticeboard in this issue of the Journal.

Under the amended Constitution and Rules, members are invited to make 
nominations to office, which are then subject to the electoral process. It is 
necesary that nominees will have agreed to their names being submitted. Voting 
slips are being included in the AGM material shortly to be circulated and there 
will be ample time for them to be returned before the AGM convenes. Only 
volunteers and nominated members will be put to the vote.

All elected officers stand down at the AGM and all elected posts are open, 
namely Chairman, Vice-Chairman, General Secretary, Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary. The present Chairman, having served for two 
consecutive years, is barred from re-election and the Vice-Chairman, having 
served in office for three years, is not seeking re-election. Neither of these two 
present incumbents is available for election to any office.

All nominations should be sent to the Chairman, who, acting in the capacity of 
Secretary, will be compiling and circulating AGM and voting material. A telephone 
nomination is acceptable, provided it be confirmed in writing, duly signed, within 
three days by the member making the nomination. There is no pro-forma for 
this and facsimile transmission will be accepted.
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THE 1996 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM took place in the P&O Terminal 
Building, Larne, Northern Ireland on Tuesday 
14th May 1996, Richard Dowdeswell being 
in the Chair. The agenda and proposed 
amendments to the Constitution and Rules 
had been circulated in a Supplement to 
Newsletter No 23. A precis of key reports and 
decisions is given here: the full report, voting 
etc., is in the Minutes Book.

Chairman’s Annual Report

The outgoing Chairman reviewed the 
condition of the Club. The atmosphere at the 
1995 AGM had been funereal, the Club 
moribund, its administration static, no 
prospect of Newsletter or Journal, the ravages 
of internal dissent still evident, a new 
Ferguson ‘club’ with Massey-Ferguson 
backing apparently thriving, nothing in the 
bank. It had been privately put to two of the 
three present executives that the Club should 
be disbanded and in some quarters it had 
already been assumed that this would 
happen. At that time only two questions had 
mattered: would the Club survive to the 1996 
AGM: would enough of the members learn 
the lesson from recent events?

Twelve months later there had been 
significant changes, not least in the prevailing 
mood of optimism. The Club had survived. 
There was now a constitution in place which, 
though far from perfect, provided for 
improvement and the basis of truly 
accountable and representative government. 
The new General Committee would develop 
with time to make decisions for executive 
officers to implement, rather than the other 
way round. The magazine had survived and 
although it would be some time before it was 
able to achieve regular publication, the 
components for it were one by one dropping 
into place. The response of members to the

new magazine and the meeting of its needs 
had been very encouraging.

But not everything in the garden was rosy. 
The Club’s administration had been severely 
restricted by the lack of either a Secretary or 
Treasurer. The overloading of a few so as to 
over-centralise power was very unhealthy and 
it held back the Club’s proper development. 
There was a tendency to make the magazine 
the horse rather than the cart. This was short
sighted. A healthy and active members’ club 
was the horse and without it the cart was 
going nowhere. It was not necessary to look 
very far for an example. For a number of 
reasons the club remained exposed and at 
severe financial risk. More members would 
have to be prepared to come forward at 
regional and national level.

At two meetings in 1995, the new General 
Committee had agreed a number of policies 
to plan the way ahead, a process of some 2 -  
5 years in the first instance, and these had 
been well publicised in two Newsletters. 
These broad aims remained the same. What 
had changed was the Executive Committee’s 
growing awareness of certain underlying 
problems not of it’s making, which, while they 
remained unresolved, made it almost 
impossible to either administer the Club 
properly, move it forward or discuss with any 
certainty plans for the future. They also 
exposed the Club and its officers to potential 
risks and imposed severe financial 
constraints. Within those constraints, future 
planning should remain in principle: to publish 
at regular intervals three times a year; to make 
the constitution a simple but effective 
instrument of government, taking the mystery 
out of office, encouraging volunteers and 
preventing a repetition of recent troubles: to 
make the Executive Committee accountable 
to the General Committee and the General



THE FERGUSON CLUB

Committee accountable to the membership: 
to de-centralise and build membership and 
activities at local level with help and 
encouragement from the centre; to develop 
overseas membership and Ferguson 
affiliations by taking the Club wherever Harry 
Ferguson took the Ferguson System; to 
relentlessly develop a club Archive and 
through it and other means improve service 
to members: and by no means least, to place 
the club upon a sound financial base. Some 
of these aims might take years to achieve but 
to end upon an optimistic note, except for 
finance, progress had already been made in 
all of them.
The 10th Anniversary of the Ferguson Club 
was a year to celebrate but, like the previous 
year, it was also one of transition. It was still 
reasonable to ask the same two questions. 
Certainly the Club could continue and it could 
do so for the simplest of reasons, that 
members wanted it. As for the lessons of the 
past, until more members come forward to 
play a part for the benefit of others, that 
question would remain unanswered. Apathy 
was a universal enemy. If the present officers 
were re-elected, it would be their task to 
resolve underlying problems before the next 
AGM and keep the Club going. For their part, 
the membership would have twelve more 
months in which to build upon regional 
membership and make the General 
Committee a truly representative and 
responsible body.

Membership Secretary’s Report

A proposal to review membership and rates 
of subscription appears below. A proposal to 
introduce an introductory membership pack 
was referred to the committee.

Accounts for 1995

The audited account for 1995 was presented 
to the meeting and the demarcation before 
and after the previous AGM explained, as was

the summary of Creditors to the previous 
accounts. It was also explained that stock had 
been sidelined because of an unresolved 
deficit in the merchandise account when it 
was taken over. The Summary and Balance 
Sheet for 1995 was approved.

There being no Treasurer, the outgoing 
Chairman explained that the erosion of 
apparently comfortable Club reserves had 
begun in 1992 and was attributable primarily 
but not entirely to the payment of £6000 in 
Honoraria to Mr Field, the calling in of 
accumulated costs and the expense of 
litigation. £7000 had been taken out after the 
drama of the 1993 AGM and £5800 under 
these three heads were in the list before the 
present meeting. The actual legal costs came 
to £3750 over time and other legal costs had 
been incurred a year or two earlier. There had 
been no account book or ledger and 
accumulating sums claimed as running costs 
had not been brought to account annually. In 
the meantime, the membership subscriptions 
had remained at £ 1 2  and a day or two after 
the previous AGM the Club had actually been 
overdrawn at the bank. The executive officers 
had instituted the strictest budgetary control, 
particularly in view of the 50th Anniversary 
costs, and wanted a firm accounting package 
that would match income more specifically 
to anticipated expenditure.

The first requirement was that income for the 
year should be known as early in the year as 
possible and there would be a proposal that 
in principle the payment of subscriptions 
should match the Club’s financial year and 
become due on 1st January. This would 
remove the present anomaly wherein with 
600 subscriptions in hand, 850 Newsletters 
would be sent out. Expenditure projections 
had been calculated on the basis of: three 
issues of 60 pages each at a page cost 
averaged over the four previous issues; an 
annual allocation to the Archive; fixed running



F E R ( ; U S O N  C L U B  B A L A N C E  S H E E T  
1 J a n u a r y  -  1 3  M a y  1 9 9 5  ( A G M )

I N C O M E £ E X P E N D I T U R E £
F l e m i n g s  B a n k  B a l a n c e S u n d r y  C r e d i t o r s  B / F  ( s e e  o v e r ) 1 0 8 6 1 . 6 0

o n  1 J a n u a r y  1 9 9 5 1 0 7 5 6 . 3 9 P o s t a g e 5 6 2 . 2 6
B a n k  I n t e r e s t 2 3 . 6 4 I n s u r a n c e 2 1 5 . 2 5
S a l e s ,  S u b s c r i p t i o n s .  F e e s  e t c . 2 4 0 2 . 9 5 M y e r s c o u g h  C o l l e g e  ( A G M ) 2 8 3 . 5 0

A f f i l i a t i o n s  -  N V T E C / B F H V C 1 4 7 . 0 0
P r e s e n t a t i o n  -  G . A .  F i e l d 1 7 9 . 5 0
O f f i c e :  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s t a t i o n e r y  e t c . 8 5 0 . 3 5
P u r c h a s e  M e r c h a n d i s e 8 6 . 9 5
D V L A  S e r v i c e  F e e s  J a n - M a y  9 5  
F l e m i n g s  B a n k  B a l a n c e  ( D e b i t )

6 0 . 0 0

o n  1 3  M a y  1 9 9 5 ( 6 3 . 4 3 )

£ 1 3 1 8 2 . 9 8 £ 1 3 1 8 2 . 9 8

1 4  M a y  -  3 1  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 5

I N C O M E £ E X P E N D I T U R E £
F l e m i n g s  B a n k  B a l a n c e  ( D e b i t ) F l e m i n g s  B a n k  C h a r g e s 0 . 8 6

o n  1 3  M a y  1 9 9 5 ( 6 3 . 4 3 ) G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n :
B a n k  o f  S c o t l a n d  w . e . f .  2 0  J u n e : S t a t i o n e r y 1 3 3 .6 1

M e m b e r s h i p  S u b s c r i p t i o n s 7 6 6 4 . 9 8 P h o t o c o p y 6 2 . 3 0
I n t e r e s t 1 1 0 .7 8 P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x 5 0 . 0 0

F l e m i n g s  B a n k : T r a v e l  C o s t s 1 2 7 . 0 0
M e m b e r s h i p  S u b s c r i p t i o n s 3 4 2 . 6 1 T e l e p h o n e 7 4 .2 1
M e r c h a n d i s e 7 4 6 . 0 5 P o s t a g e 8 0 . 1 7
O t h e r 3 6 . 0 0 5 2 7 . 2 9
A d v e r t i s i n g 2 1 . 7 0 N e w s l e t t e r  8 /1  -  p r o d ’n  &  p o s t a g e 2 5 9 3 . 3 2

U l s t e r  B a n k  L i m i t e d : G e n e r a l  C o m m i t t e e  -  1 8 / 1 1 / 9 5  c o s t s 3 6 8 . 9 1
O p e n i n g  B a l a n c e  1 4  A u g 1 0 .0 0 P r e - A G M  U l s t e r  A c t i v i t i e s  &  P R 1 9 8 .2 5
S a l e  o f  M e r c h a n d i s e 2 0 8  .(X) S u n d r y  C r e d i t o r s  C / F :

U n p r e s e n t e d  c h e q u e s 1 1 4 . 1 7
D i s b u r s e m e n t s 1 6 4 .8 5

( 2 7 9 . 0 2 )
B a n k  B a l a n c e s  a t  3 1  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 5 :

F l e m i n g s  B a n k 1 0 8 2 .0 7
B a n k  o f  S c o t l a n d 4 3 6 7 . 0 1
U l s t e r  B a n k  L i m i t e d 2 1 8 . 0 0

£ 9 0 7 6 . 6 9 £ 9 0 7 6 . 6 9

S U M M A R Y  O F
S U N D R Y  C R E D I T O R S  B / F  1 J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 5

P o s t  O f f i c e  -  p o s t a g e  V o l u m e  7  N o .  2  4 3 4 . 0 0
R e c o r d  P r i n t e r s  -  f o r  V o l u m e  7  N o .  2  4 1 4 2 . 6 1
F I E L D  -  H o n o r a r i u m  1 9 9 4  2 0 0 0 . 0 0
T a w  V a l l e y  -  M e r c h a n d i s e  3 4 5 . 5 2
L e g a l  C o s t s  M c A t a m n e y s - b a l a n c e  o f  c o s t s  4 4 3 . 4 7

D P  P u b ' n s  -  o u t  o f  c o u r t  s e t t l e m e n t  1 0 0 0 . 0 0  
R e c o r d o n  &  L i s t e r  -  f e e s  3 6 3 . 2 1

W H I T L O C K  -  c o m p e t i t i o n  2 0 . 0 0
M a s s e y  F e r g u s o n  -  m a n u a l s  3 0 . 0 0
C O U S I N S  -  c o m p e t i t i o n  10 . 0 0
F I E L D  -  c o s t s  a n d  D V L A  s e r v i c e  f e e s  f o r  1 9 9 3  ( * )  1 8 8 . 6 6
F I E L D  -  c o s t s  a n d  D V L A  s e r v i c e  f e e s  f o r  1 9 9 4  ( * )  1 8 14 . 1 3  
P H I L L I P S  -  1 9 9 4  a u d i t  f e e  7 0 . 0 0

A s  p e r  3 1  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 5  B a l a n c e  S h e e t  
P l u s  a n  u n t r a c e d  i t e m  n o t  p a i d

L e s s  e r r o r  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 4  s u m m a r y  
A s  p e r  3 1  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 4  B a l a n c e  S h e e t

1 0 8 6 1 . 6 0
2 4 0 . 0 0

1 1 1 0 1 . 6 0
0.20

£ 1 1 1 0 1 . 4 0

( * )  I n  t h e  e v e n t ,  c o s t s  a n d  D V L A  s e r v i c e  f e e s  f o r  1 9 9 5  i n  t h e  
s u m  o f  £ 3 5 3 . 5 0  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e s e  p a y m e n t s  w i t h  a  
c o m b i n e d  b o o k  e n t r y  o f  £ 2 3 5 6 . 2 9 .

N o te : M erchand ise  stock  is b a lanced  in a  sep a ra te  S lock  
Book. O n ly  the  p u r  chase o f  s tock  a n d  p r  o c e e d s fr o m  its  sa le  
are sum m arised  a n d  en te r  ed  in th is  B a lance  Sheet. The  
S tock  B ook  is  r  egarded  a s  an A nnexe  to  the m a in  account.

These summaries of Income and Expenditure are in 
general accord with the records produced to me. The 
hank balances have been checked against the bank 
statements and agree therewith. c^s*>Ke^-^ at

Signed
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costs including insurance as averaged May- 
December 1995; purchase of merchandise. 
The projected minimum requirement for 
£10,615 was equal to 900 subscriptions at 
the present rate and left nothing for project 
costs such as support for local groups, an 
introductory magazine, special services such 
as tractor covers, national events and 
meetings or the establishment of a modest 
working reserve. In other words, the club 
would be under-funded to the extent that 
those in office or involved in Newsletter or 
Journal would be under constant stress and 
without reserve or flexibility to meet abnormal 
or even marginally abnormal situations. For 
example, there were at present £1609 in 
Flemings and the Bank of Scotland and 
liabilities of £1610 with some small credit in 
the pipeline to save the day. There were 
moves afoot to improve income from 
merchandise and commercial advertising but 
such sources of revenue offered no 
immediate relief and could not yet be relied 
upon. The only guaranteed income was 
subscription income due upon a certain date 
and paid within a certain period. After much 
discussion, the meeting approved resolutions 
which included the following:
• that subscriptions should become due on 

1st January:
• that the general subscription should be 

raised to £15 per annum;
• that a family subscription including two 

voting rights should be introduced and set 
at £20  per annum;

• that a junior membership for those under 
18 or students in full time education should 
be introduced and set at £7.50 per annum;

• that for overseas members outside the 
European Union postal zone a postal 
supplement should be introduced and set 
at £3 per annum;

• the new rates should come into effect on 
1st January 1997.

Archivist’s Report

The new Archive was making very 
satisfactory progress. It was proposed and 
agreed that where it was deemed to be 
applicable, an archive service fee up to £5 + 
postage could be made.

Amendments to Rules and Constitution

Amendments 1-22 as circulated in the 
Supplement to Newsletter No. 23 for postal 
ballot, and tabled at the meeting were 
approved.

Election of Officers for 1996-97

Nominations for Chairman, Vice-Chairman 
and Membership Secretary as circulated in 
the Supplement to Newsletter No. 23 for 
nomination and postal voting and proposed 
to the meeting were approved by block vote 
as follows:

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Membership Secretary

-  John Cousins
-  Ian Halstead
-  Lawrence 

Jamieson

There were no nominations for the post of 
General Secretary or Treasurer and the 
elected officers agreed in principle not to 
press for co-option.

The meeting adjourned at 1.00 p.m.

FERGUSON CLUB
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THE BALMORAL SHOW (15th -  17th MAY 1996)
by John Cousins

The Royal Ulster Showground at Balmoral, 
Belfast, has for many years been the spiritual 
home of the Royal Ulster Agricultural Society, 
in fact 1996 marked the Centenary of the 
Showground’s opening.

The Society is a much older body, very well 
organised and of considerable standing in the 
Province. Its current President, Courtney 
Thompson, is an enthusiastic supporter of 
Harry Ferguson and all his works and has a 
particular connection in that his father and 
Harry Ferguson were business partners in 
Belfast while he was apprenticed to the 
company. The equivalent of MAFF in Ulster 
is the Department of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland or DANI. It works closely with the 
society and each year puts on a 
comprehensive exhibition in the King’s Hail 
at the Society’s prestigious Balmoral Show. 
In November 1984 they had also presented 
a special celebration to commemorate the 
Centenary of Harry Ferguson’s birth. DANI 
appoints an executive officer to co-ordinate 
its exhibition and this year it was Mr Barry 
Niblock, who liaised closely with the Club 
upon agreement that the Club should provide 
a display within the Department’s exhibition. 
Sam and Margarette Rea volunteered to 
assume the daunting task of co-ordinating the 
Club’s display (and the AGM week generally) 
and in this they were supported by members 
on both sides of the water and particularly by 
Ian Halstead and John Popplewell, who 
undertook to find and dispatch prime exhibits 
that were not available in Ulster.
I took on the more formal aspects of liaison 
and, to everyone’s satisfaction, Mrs Elizabeth 
Sheldon agreed to attend the Show on 
Thursday, 16th May, and unveil a 
commemorative plaque in the King’s Hall. In 
the event Mrs Sheldon fell ill and was unable 
to attend but her two daughters, Mrs Sally

Fleming and Mrs Caroline Blest, volunteered 
at the eleventh hour to take her place on the 
day, for which we were and remain grateful. 
Thus, on the great day Harry Ferguson was 
himself to be represented.

The first decision of the new General 
Committee in May 1995 was that the 50th 
Anniversary of the TE-20 should be formally 
celebrated in Ulster. 1996 was indeed to be 
an anniversary year: the Ferguson Club’s 
10th; theTE-20’s 50th; the Ferguson A’s 60th; 
and, as it transpired, the Balmoral Show’s 
100th. The location of the 50th anniversary 
was central to the year and the Executive 
Committee decided that nothing must be 
allowed to spoil it. Whatever financial 
problems the decision to go to Ulster may 
have generated, it remains the right decision.

Barry Niblock soon proved to be enthusiastic 
and supportive and 1 might say in advance 
that during the Show itself, he was 
instrumental in solving several minor crises. 
His Department was active in providing 
quality space and assistance in the 
preparation of stands and display material 
using photographic input co-ordinatedby Sam 
Rea, who is a photo journalist, to achieve end 
results of considerable style and visual 
impact. In Barry Niblock and Courtney 
Thompson, the Club’s aspirations could not 
have fallen upon more fertile ground.

Although the Club’s display ran for three days 
(15th -1 7th May), the planned high point was 
for the second day when, as has already been 
mentioned, Mrs Sheldon was to unveil a 
locally made commemorative plaque, which 
would remain a permanent reminder of the 
occasion in the King’s Hall. But it emerged 
upon our arrival in Ulster that there was to be 
another VIP visit by one whose identity must

10
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remain a closely guarded secret until shortly 
before his arrival!

Sam and Margarette Rea were deservedly 
commended on all sides for the excellent 
presentation of the display. Pride of place was 
given to Roger Seidel’s 1947 TE-20  
Continental #998, gleaming and immaculate 
upon a low dais. Originally, this place was to 
have been given to a newly acquired #100  in 
Lincolnshire but it’s restoration lagged to 
panic level and at the last minute Roger 
stepped into the breach. This necessitated an

unplanned route from Lincolnshire to 
Cairnryan via Oxfordshire for the low loader, 
during which brief interval Roger repainted 
the tractor! In all other respects, the aim was 
to demonstrate the range and versatility of 
the TE-20 Series and to that end a TE-F fitted 
with A-TE-113 Half Tracks, semi-industrial 
fitted for municipal road sweeping and a P3 
conversion were included. The selection of 
implements included the W-UE-20 Winch, G- 
HE-20 Kale Cutrake, H-LE-21 Hammer Mill, 
R-JE-20 Dump Skip and A-LE-A20 Cordwood 
Saw.

The m a in la n d  e xh ib its  w e re  m o v e d  fro m  L in co ln sh ire  to B a lm o ra l v ia  O x fo rd  
(to  c o lle c t th e  1947  TE -20 ) a n d  C a irn rya n , the n  to  M o ira  D e m e n se  fo r  the  
C o u n ty  D ow n R a lly  a n d  b a c k  b y  the sa m e  route. The d rive r w as M ark  P op p lew e ll 
a n d  s p e c ia l in s u ra n c e  c o v e r w as take n  o u t to  c o v e r  b o th  S h o w  a n d  transit.

Do you know your
FERGIE FACTS?

1. If your TE-20 had a blue stripe around the hood and a vertical blue stripe to the 
radiator grille where would you be?

2. It might be said that Dr Ferdinand Porsche and Harry Ferguson had one or two 
things in common. What could they be?

3. What would Harry Ferguson’s connection with the Ulster road race be?

Answers on page 96
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V o lu n te e rs  too k  tu rns  to  m a n  the  d is p la y  th ro u g h o u t the  th re e  d a ys  a n d  the  C lu b ’s  w h ite  
o v e ra lls  s in g le d  the m  o u t fro m  m e m b e rs  o f  the  g e n e ra l p u b lic  a s  th e y  m in g le d  to a n s w e r  
ques tio ns . M ike  T horn e  to o k  tim e  o f f  to  p o s e  fo r  the  cam era , c le a r ly  e n jo y in g  R o g e r S e ide l's  
m o s t d e s ira b le  T E -2 0  C on tinen ta l.

f

C lub  m e m b e rs  R a y  a n d  A n d re w  C a n tly  fro m  R a th friland , C o u n ty  D ow n, W illiam  M o o d y  from  
C o le ra in e  a n d  J a m e s  M a rtin  fro m  G arva rgh , C o u n ty  Lo nd on de rry , a ll c o n tr ib u te d  tra c to rs  o r  
im p le m e n ts  fo r  th e  d isp lay . In fo rm a tio n  on  the  d is p la y  boards, w h ich  w e re  too  d is p e rs e d  to 
p h o to g ra p h  easily , ivas c o m p ile d  b y  L e s lie  M a rtin  o f  the  D e p a rtm e n t o f  A g ricu ltu re .
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Around 11 o’clock the King’s Hall began to 
fill with armed and uniformed constabulary 
and men in plain clothes who showed little 
interest in the exhibits. The doors were sealed 
and we were officially told that HRH Prince 
Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh, was to visit 
the Ferguson Club’s display in 20 minutes 
time and would I kindly furnish the names of 
those he was to meet. Sam Rea had long 
since left for the airport to collect Caroline 
Blest and Sally Fleming who were arriving 
on a 9-something plane so their names were 
confidently given, as were those of Margarette 
Rea and John Poppleweil, who was speedily 
co-opted as providing some of the exhibits, 
to answer any awkward questions the Duke 
might put and who had, in any case, already 
met the Duke on more than one occasion in 
England. Tension rose when Sam arrived 
back 3 minutes from H-Hour quite alone, 
having missed Sally and Caroline at the

airport. As plans for the reception committee 
passed in rapid succession from A to D, the 
Duke entered the Hall and by the intervention 
of that mysterious Providence which governs 
us all, was steered by Courtney Thompson 
towards the familiar face of Dick Dowdeswell, 
who was in the crowd of onlookers. Everyone 
enjoys listening to Dick Dowdeswell talk about 
the Ferguson days and the Duke proved no 
exception, gaining time for the Ferguson Club 
which was to prove invaluable.

By this time I had half a dozen people out 
looking for ‘the Ferguson girls,’ completely 
irreverent but far and away the easiest 
description that came to mind in the 
circumstances, but still no sign of them as 
the Duke and his entourage closed on the 
three waiting figures. His first question was 
to ask exactly what the Ferguson Club did. I 
explained briefly and introduced him to

The D u ke  o f  E d in b u rg h  ch a ttin g  w ith  D ick  D o w de sw e ll, w ho  s ta r te d  w o rk  w ith  
F e rg u s o n ’s  in  1946 a n d  b e ca m e  th e ir  S e n io r F ie ld  T est E ng ineer. A ls o  in  cam era  
a re  L e s  V in ce n t (cen tre ) a n d  A n n e  H a ls tea d . D ick  re p re s e n ts  m e m b e rs  in  
G lou ces te rsh ire .
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Margarette Rea and John Popplewell, indicating that John would conduct him, explain the 
exhibits and answer any questions there might be. Off they strolled, chatting amiably, and it 
was immediately apparent that the Duke was enjoying himself.

Jo h n  P o p p le w e ll s h o w in g  the  D u ke  o f  E d in b u rg h  a ro u n d  o u r d isp lay .

As they moved off the stand began to fill with 
notables and attendants. I find myself 
escorting the Lord Lieutenant when, in mid 
sentence, with the tour well over halfway, my 
sleeve is being plucked and a worried notable 
mutters urgently in my ear ‘HRH got through 
the last few places much too fast but he 
seems to like it here. Can you make it last 
another five minutes?’ Five minutes!! With the 
Duke momentarily distracted I grab John by 
the cuff. ‘Slow him down,’ I hiss, ‘They want 
five minutes’, John inclines his head without 
changing expression and shortens pace. 
Fortunately, here are most of the implements 
and there is plenty to see but the rear exit is 
close, already open and guarded.Then 
suddenly there are two slightly breathless 
young ladies standing in front of me and out 
of the corner of my eye I see a move towards 
the exit. ‘There’s someone you have to meet’, 
I say, hurrying them to cut off the Duke. In a 
few seconds without time even to say who it 
is they are face to face and I am making

introductions. The girls are marvellous and 
play it straight down the middle. The Duke’s 
face lights up and animated conversation 
ensues. It turns out he visited Abbotswood 
when it was still the Ferguson home and 
remembers Harry Ferguson driving a grey 
Fergie up the steps, not an uncommon 
occurrence it seems. The notable gets his five 
minutes, in fact he’s now looking at his watch, 
and with smiles ail round the Duke of 
Edinburgh goes off to his next appointment 
and his entourage follows. The visit could not 
have gone better but nothing had gone to 
plan.

Amid the sighs of relief all round that followed 
the visit it turned out that, having waited at 
the airport, Sally and Caroline took a taxi to 
the Showground. Somehow, I think Barry 
Niblock of the Department of Agriculture was 
responsible, they were got in and taken to 
the King’s Hall, then through the security 
screen at the entrance and straight to the back
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The D u k e  o f  E d in b u rg h  in  c o n v e rs a tio n  w ith  C a ro lin e  B le s t a n d  S a lly  F lem ing .
H e  is  re c a ll in g  th e ir  G ra n d fa th e r  d r iv in g  a  g re y  F e rg ie  u p  th e  s te p s  a t  
A b b o tsw o o d . N o te  the  p ro x im ity  o f  the  re a r  e x it!

of the stand, arriving in the nick of time. With a few preliminaries the plaque was then unveiled 
and a Ferguson Club commemorative mug presented to each. I thanked them on behalf of all 
members for being there to represent Mrs Sheldon and the family on such a very special 
occasion.

F o llo w in g  th e  u n ve ilin g  o f  the  p la q u e  I p re s e n t C a ro lin e  B le s t w ith  a  s p e c ia l ed itio n  F e rg u so n  
C lub  b o n e  c h in a  m ug . M a rg a re tte  R ea  h o ld s  S a lly  F le m in g ’s  in  a n tic ip a tio n  a n d  L a w re n ce  
Ja m ie so n  a n d  Ian  H a ls te a d  sm ile  happ ily .
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None of the photographs of the plaque itself will copy satisfactorily so here is the text:

ĉ ian/uf,
THIS PLAQUE WAS UNVEILED ON THE 16TH MAY 1996 

TO COMMEMORATE THE 50th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FIRST PRODUCTION 

OF THE FERGUSON TE-20 TRACTOR

DEVELOPED BY CO. DOWN ENGINEER 
HARRY FERGUSON AND HIS TEAM 

ERECTED BY

Q i4jJ3-
“ENTHUSIASTS INTERESTED IN PRESERVATION 

AND RESTORATION IN CONNECTION WITH 
PROBABLYTHE GREATEST REVOLUTION 

IN AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING”

The p la q u e  w a s  p re s e n te d  to  the  R o y a l U ls te r A g ric u ltu ra l S o c ie ty  a n d  the  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  A g ric u ltu re  fo r  N o rth e rn  Ire land . R U A S  P res ide n t, C o u rtn e y  
T hom pson , s ta n d s  n e x t to  the  p la q u e  a n d  to h is  r ig h t H u gh  K irkp a trick , C h ie f 
A g ric u ltu ra l O ffice r, D e p a rtm e n t o f  A g ricu ltu re .
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Life returned to normal. The steady stream 
of visitors that went on throughout the three 
days resumed and Ian Halstead and 
Laurence Jamieson showed Sally and 
Caroline around the display, then something 
of the Balmoral Show, notably the equestrian 
events. Subsequently, Ulster members Harry 
Turkington and Norman Kerr took our guests 
to lunch in the Balmoral Hall and Barry 
Niblock arranged a taxi rendezvous to return 
them to the airport. He and I escorted them 
to the taxi, and in great high spirits Sally and 
Caroline departed. I would like to pay tribute 
to Barry Niblock and his colleagues in the 
Department of Agriculture for their cheerful 
and unstinting co-operation at every turn and

their careful attention to the smallest detail in 
supporting our display and attending to our 
very special guests.
In spite of its prime site and the Club’s high 
profile, this was mostly a relaxed occasion in 
which there was always time to meet people, 
enjoy the company of fellow enthusiasts and 
answer questions from an interested general 
public. For its success, we must thank all 
those who worked and co-operated to bring 
it about, acknowledge all those who 
volunteered to man the display and remember 
those who had collectively spent many 
hundreds of hours in the preparation of 
exhibits to standards of excellence one can 
only admire and envy.

T im e fo r  a  q u ie t m ard le . L e s  V in cen t a n d  R o g e r S e id e l a re  o u r  tw o  te ch n ica l 
adv ise rs , ve ry  m o d e s t b u t  very, ve ry  w e ll in fo rm e d  a b o u t F e rg u so n  trac to rs . 
L e s  s p e c ia lis e s  in  e le c tr ic a l m a tte rs , p a rtic u la r ly  m a g n e to  ig n ition . R o g e r w ill 
a d v is e  o n  m a in ten ance , repa ir, re n o va tio n  a n d  e n g in e e rin g  te ch n ica lit ie s  in  
genera l. T hey  w o rk  lo n g  ho u rs  in  th e ir  bus in esses  w ith ou t se c re ta ria l ass is ta nce  
a n d  w o u ld  m u c h  p re fe r  y o u  to  te le p h o n e  ra th e r than  w rite . The  s u b je c t u n d e r  
d iscuss io n  he re  w as the sp e c ifica tio n  a n d  a va ila b ility  o f  rive ts  u s e d  in  F e rgu son  
w h e e l c e n tre s  on  the  e a rly  T E -20  a n d  w as p ro m p te d  b y  a n  e n q u iry  from  an  
A m e ric a n  m em ber.
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R e la x in g  in  q u ie t e n jo y m e n t a re  Jo h n  a n d  G ra ce  P op p lew e ll, Ian  a n d  A n n e  
H a ls te a d  a n d  L a w re n ce  J a m ie so n . C o lle c tive ly , th e y  h a ve  tra v e lle d  tho usan ds  
o f  m ile s  to  a tte n d  ra llies , p ro m o te  the  F e rg u so n  C lub  a n d  fu r th e r the  in te re s ts  
o f  its  m em b ers . T o g e th e r w ith  M ike  T horn e  fron  D evon , th e y  a re  re sp o n s ib le  
fo r  th e  re c o v e ry  o f  the  C lu b ’s  fin a n c ia l b a s e  fro m  c r is is  fo llo w in g  the  A G M  to 
the  p o in t  w h ere  a s u b s ta n tia l s u m  c o u ld  b e  p la c e d  in  a  c o n tin g e n c y  a c c o u n t 
a g a in s t ta x  lia b ility  a n d  th is  is s u e  c o u ld  b e  funded . A n n e  a n d  G ra ce  a s s u m e d  
d ire c t re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  C lub  m e ch a n d ise  fo llow ing  the  A  G M  a n d  ha  ve p ro m o te d  
i t  w ith  o u ts ta n d in g  re su lts  th ro u g h o u t the  re s t o f  the  yea r. L a w re n ce  ha s  w o rke d  
to  tra n s fo rm  s u b sc rip tio n  in com e . H e  a ls o  run s  th e  C lu b ’s m a in  a c c o u n t w ith  
the  B a n k  o f  S co tland .

At the end of the day a small group of members from the mainland returning to the campsite 
diverted to the Highways Hotel to re-test the quality of prime Ulster beef. Spoiled by our 
welcome and pleased and relieved beyond measure that the day had gone so well for the 
Club, the meal turned into a noisy, boisterous evening filled with laughter and I will always 
remember it with the keenest pleasure. Someone produced a camera. The temptation to 
finish my report with this photograph has proved irresistible.
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P o rtra it o f  a  C o n te n te d  M e m b e r  
Ian  H a ls tead , V ice -C ha irm a n

For me the photograph recalls the day and says what the Club should always be about. We 
share in Ferguson the best kind of practical common interest, a name that stands for excellence 
and a system that turned world agriculture on its head. No other tractor can match the warmth, 
respect and affection reserved to The Little Grey Fergie’. One day the Ferguson Club will be 
celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the TE-20. In the meantime, may we always look first 
and foremost to the uncomplicated enjoyment that can and should stem from the sharing of a 
worthwhile common interest in good company.

P h o to g ra p h s  3 -6  a n d  8  b y  Fa rm w eek.
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FERGUSON CLUB ARCHIVE
As may be seen by comparison with Newsletter No. 23, the creation of a Club archive has got 
off to a very good start in 1996, thanks to the efforts of the newly appointed Archivist, Alan 
Dunderdaie. Purchases have been made but many members have come forward to donate 
material to the club. Not centrally indexed as yet is a tremendous amount of Ford-Ferguson 
and post-war material sent in by American member David Lory and a good quantity acquired 
from German member Karl-Heinz Kiunke relating to Ferguson products in Australia, where 
he worked for many years, and Germany. A committee meeting on 7th December 1996 voted 
to continue funding at the same level in 1997.

List of ARCHIVE MATERIALS 7/12/1996

Lucas

Publication No

Lucas equipment and spare parts for Ferguson tractors 795A
Battery Service 264J
Lucas service bulletin, service bulletin 451
Operators instructions on Lucas equipment fitted to Ferguson tractors 746 
Instructions for fitting Lucas equipment to Ferguson tractors 762
Lucas Distributor B90 factory exchange service,

ignition and electrical equipment 730A

Feb 1951 
Apr 1951

Massey Ferguson Manuals

Accessories
726 Potato planter operator instruction book
20 Trailer operator instruction book
718 Automatic potato planter instruction book
717 Fertiliser distributer instruction book
736 Flexi-harrow instruction book
740 Forager operator instruction book
718 Buckrake instruction book
711 Potato harvester operator instruction book
735 Loader instruction book
722 Mounted tandem disk harrow operator instruction book
712 Manual spreader manure instruction book
17 Trailer Operator Instruction Book
788 Combine Operators Parts Book 1963
35X Tractor operator instruction book
23C Diesel oil engine instruction book 35 tractor
87mm Vaporising oil engine instruction book 35 tractor
65 Tractor instruction book
65 Tractor operator instruction book

Operators parts list 35 tractor publication number 
MF 135 Tractor Operators Instruction Book

UKMF786/86G/50M
819324M1
819393M1
819120M2
634120M1
819164M1
819133M2
819127M1
819150M2
819087M1
819099M4
819005M317
819241 M2
819 527 Ml
819146M4
819050M1
819048M1
819162M1
819162M3
819083M1
819395M1
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703

188

Combine Parts list 1 646 196 Ml
23C Diesel oil engine instruction book 35 tractor 8190SOM1
87mm Vaporising oil engine instruction book 3S tractor 819048M1
500 Combine Operators Parts Book 819508M3
510-515 Combines Operator Instruction Books 819347M2
Baler Operators Parts List 634232M3
MF 185,165,188 &  168 Dry Air Cleaner Servicing 819470M1
Tractor Maintenance Chart

1/75

Ferguson Tractor Instruction Books

Carburettor engine reference book 819096M1
Diesel Engine reference book TE-20 819014M1
85mm Petrol and vaporising oil engine Instruction book 502084
35 Tractor instruction book 819046M1
Tractor instruction book TE-20
Combined epicyclic reduction gear and Lye PTO unit instruction book FP/612

Massey-Harris

Service Manual Tractors service form No. 111 
750 Combine Service Manual June 1953 
718 Fertiliser Distributor June 1952 
780 Combine Operators Parts List 1956 
701 Bailer Parts List 1955

A2/643 721 Ml 
634 778 Ml 
643 178 M1 
643 723 M3

Other Attachments for Ferguson TE 20,35, 65
The Double action Rearloda, Fitting, Operating Instruction & Parts list.
Steelfab 800 Digger Operators and Parts Manual

Ferguson Implements

Post hole digger instruction book type D-FE-20
Spike Tooth harrow (3-section) instruction book
Heavy duty spike tooth harrow instruction book
Potato spinner instruction book type D-EIE-20
Ridger and planter instruction book A-DE-20
Ridger and potato planter (included chitted seed) instruction book R-
Potato planter chitted seed type P-BE-C20
Reversible plough instruction book type T-AE-28
Mold board instruction book
Reversible heavy duty disc harrow instruction book
Disc plough instruction book type 2P-AE-20
Mounted tandem disk harrow instruction book
Steerage hoe instruction book type D-KE-20 (with discs)

10-KE-20 (without disc)

FP/15S/1,000/9/54 
S-BE-31
FP/601/SOO/9/55 
FP/118/5,000/9-30 
P-PE-B20 

-20
FP356-4,000/12/54
FP348-2500/3/S4
819033M1
FP490/1,000/4/55
3P-AE-20
FP/372/2500/10/53
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Sub soiler instruction book type D-BE-28 
Trailer instruction book hydraulic tipping trailer type F-JE-A40 

Non tipping trailer type F-JE-A30 
SOcwt.trailer instruction book types L-JE-40 and L-JE-30 
3 Ton trailer instruction book hydraulic trailer type F-JE-A40 

Non tipping trailer type F-JE-A30 
Fertiliser attachment multi-purpose seed-drill 
Multi-purpose seed-drill and fertiliser attachment 
Single row beet cropper instruction book 
Single and two row beet lifters instruction book 
Hammer mill instruction book type H-LE-A20 
Row crop thinner instruction book 
FE35 Loader instruction book 
High lift loader instruction book type N-UE-20 
High lift loader instruction book 
Manure loader instruction book 
Manure spreader instruction book type A-JE-A20 
F712 manure spreader instruction book 
FE79 mid-mounted mower instruction book 
Agricultural mower instruction book types 
Low volume sprayer instruction book type S-LE-20 
Transporter instruction book 
Weeder instruction book type MKE-A21 
Tyre tracks instruction book 
Cordwood saw instruction book 
Buckrake instruction book types S-KE-20 and A12-SEE 
Fork lift instruction book 
Kale cutrake instruction book 
Spring Tine cultivator instruction book type 9S-KE-20

FP/408/1,500/7/54

FV/48A/1,500/6/54
FP/488 2,SOO/3/54
FP/177/5M/12/55
FP/600/5000/7/S5
FP/S99/S000/7/55
FP/171-1000-12/53
5,000/3/56
819087N1
FP/412/5000/5/531
FP/412/1500/10/54
L-UE-20

819 005 Ml 
819058M1

5AEEB20and 6A-EE-B20 
FP434/1,500/4/S4 
FP/610/5,000/10/SS

819021M1
FP/376/100/10/S5
FP.444-2,500/4/SS

819030M1
819042M1
FP.6-1.000/4/SS

Ferguson System (Large Handbooks)

Six- Foot Tandem Disc Harrow Instruction Book Type 13A -BE-21 
Plough Instruction Book, Hillside Ploughing and 3 Furrow conversion 
Wood Saw Instruction Type A-LE-19
Spike Tooth Harrow {3 Section) Instruction Book Type S-BE-31 
Steerage Hoe Instruction Book Type B-KE-20 (With Discs)

Type IB-KE-20 (without Discs)
SpringTine Cultivator Instruction Book Type 9S-KE-20
Ferguson Earthmover Parts List 1955
Blade Terracer Parts List 1950
Row Crop Thinner Parts List
Dump Skip Parts List 1956
F712 Manure Spreader Parts List 1956
Spring Tine Cultivator Instruction Book Type 9S-KE-20
Disc Plough Parts List 1950

FP/8/5,000/3/49 
FP/46/10,000/11/48 
FP/4/5,000/6/48 
FD/8/10,000/6/48

FP/33/5,000/6/48 
FP/16/5,000/4/48 
FP/560/1,000/9/55 
FP/124/2,500/12/49 
819041M1 
819086M1 
81900M1 
FP/16/5,000/4/48 
FP/123/5000/11/49
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Massey Ferguson Instruction Books 

THESE ARE ALL PHOTOCOPIES ONLY 

Tractors

TE-D & TE-E Vaporising Oil Tractor Instruction Booklet 
TE-F Diesel Engine Reference Book.
FE 35 Vineyard Tractor Instruction Book.
35 Tractor 87mm Petrol Engine Instruction Book 819 047 Ml
35 Tractor 87mm Lamp Oil Engine Instruction Book 819 049 M1
35Tractor23c Diesel Oil Engine Instruction Book 819 050 Ml
35 Tractor Operators instruction Book (150768) 819 046 Ml
35 Tractor Operators Instruction Book 819 146 Ml
35 Tractor Operators instruction Book (286391) 819 146 Ml
35X Tractor Operators Instruction Book 819 146 M4
745s Massey Harris Tractor Operators Instructions 634 177 Ml
Industrial Tractor (35) 819016M2
Vine Yard Tractor 819110M1
65 Tractor SPR 89
Combined Epicyclic Reduction Gear and Live PTO Unit Instruction Book 
Massey Ferguson Soil Engaging Parts 389 461 20
Perkins Hand Book for 6.354 Diesel Engines 7452(1965)
Multi Purpose Blade Instruction Book

Implements

Agricultural Mower SA-EE-B20 and 6A-EE-B20 
Ferguson Mounted Combine (copy of a re-printed article) 
Electromatic Hammermill 819 004 Ml
Kale Cutrake 819 042 Ml
Row Crop Thinner 819 007 Ml
Fork Lift 819 030 Ml
Tyre Tracks 819 139 Ml
Pallet Tippler 819 021 Ml

MF71 Flail Forager 408074M1
704 Linkage Winch 819 079 Ml
709 Weeder 891078 Ml
711 Rigid Steerage Hoe 819074M1
712 Manure Spreader 819005 M3
713 Buckrake 819053 M2
717 Fertiliser Distributor 634 120 Ml
718 Automatic Potato Planter 819 120M2
719 Reversible Heavy Duty Disc Harrow 819012M2
720 Cordwood Saw 819 068 M2
720 Manure Loader 819 063 Ml
720 Spring Tine Cultivator 819011 Ml
721 Spring Tine Cultivator, & Ridged Tine Cultivator 819011 Ml
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721 Mounted Spinner Broadcaster 819 041 M2
720/721 Low Volume Sprayer 634 144 Ml
721 Multi-Purpose Blade 819 040 Ml
721 Trailed Spinner Broadcaster 819100 Ml
722 Mounted Tandem Disc Harrow 819 099 Ml
723 Sub-Soiler 819 075 Ml
723 Post Hole Digger 819 054 Ml
725 Hydrovane Compressor 819 055 Ml
728 Potato Spinner 819 067 Ml
728 Grain and Fertiliser Drill 634 097 M2
728 Ridger& Potato Planter with Fertiliser Attachment 818017M1
732 Multi-Purpose Seed Drill and Fertiliser Attachment 819 069 M2
735 Loader 819 069 M2
736 Flexiharrow 819 164 Ml
736 Left-Hand mid-Mounted Mower 819 114M16
737 Fork Lift 819 030 M2
738 Tiller 819 022 Ml
740 Forager 819133 M2
740 Offset Forager 819158 Ml
760 Forager 819 134 M2
765 Offset Disc Harrow 819 019 M2
770 Heavy Duty Spike Tooth Harrow 819 138 Ml
779 Mid-Mounted Mower 819 058 Ml
MF60 Mower 1856067M1
MF71 Flail Forager 408 074 Ml

Photocopies

Ferguson 4-Wheel Drive First Road Test.
And general data sheet 

Facts about Farming with Ferguson 
The Ferguson Plan
An assortment of Scarth and Ferguson Correspondence.
The Northern Banks of Ireland Collectors series of notes information sheet. (Original) 
A news paper item on the Mounted combine (1996)
The Ferguson Plan -  A Romance of Modern Industry.
McConnel Power Arm Universal. Hedgecutter, Cutterbar, Circular Saw.

The contribution of articles and news will always be welcome. We also welcome for publication constructive 
correspondence about the Newsletter and the club generally especially where such correspondence is also 
accompanied by offers of help. As a general rule it will not be editorial policy to censor contributions. For 
desktop publishing reasons all items for the Newsletter should wherever possible be in type. Copyright remains 
with the author where named, otherwise with the Ferguson Club.

24



THE FERGUSON CLUB

Ferguson Club Journal/Newsletters

Issue No 1

Issue No 2

Issue No 3

No 1 Photocopy
No 2 Photocopy
No 3 Photocopy
No 4 Photocopy
No 1 Photocopy
Intermediate Newsletter Photocopy
No 2 Photocopy
Intermediate Newsletter Photocopy
No 3 Photocopy
N ol Photocopy
No 2 Photocopy

From this point we have three sets of originals in the archives to date.

Photographs/Postcards (BlackA/Vhite) 8
A Selection of photocopies News items
Steel Sign “This Farm Uses the Ferguson System”
Ditto smali replica by Classic Tractor Books
Model of the Ferguson 4x4 racing car } On Loan to
Northern Bank £20.00 Commemorative banknote } Our Australian Section
Commemorative Piaque Presented to John Cousins By the Mayor of Banbridge
District Councii May 1996 ( Ireiand AGM) 1
Ferguson at work Piaque Flolbeach St. John 1
Cap Baseball type Black 1
Two Lapel pin broaches ‘Ferguson System’
A4 size reprint of ‘The Little Grey Fergie’ 2
Reproduction of the Commission Plate Brass 1
Postal Voting Forms 2
Copy of old Constitution and Rules 2
Selection of club material ( Application forms)
Ferguson Pays Hands Down re-prints 3
Seeding Chart 1
A selection of photocopied items
“Harry Ferguson” By Bill Martin 1
“Harry Ferguson" A brief history of his life and Tractors by M.R 
Poster-The Ferguson System Centenary Exhibition.
Poster -  Orkney Tractor Club
Large selection of Sales leaflets
A number of group photos Workshop service courses.
“Grey Ferguson Challenge” Booklet, Service, and entry card,/Plaque 
Instruction set for the Ferguson Model Tractor, Dealers copy.
Photocopy Ferguson -Brown Farm Machinery FBI04
Ford Ferguson Service Manual - Owners and Mechanics 1943
Photocopy of the Souvenir copy of the first showing of the Ford tractor and Ferguson implements 
for the press.
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Two photographs of Hillsborough festival 1996,
Photo reproduction of Ferguson Club at Banbridge District Council 1996 
Photo reproduction of three photographs Moira Show 1996.

Rosette for BEST OF SHOW Scottish Vintage Tractor and Engine Club 1996, Mr & Mrs 
Halstead for the Ferguson club stand.
A3 Wall chart from Northern Bank (Ireland) INVENTOR Series Showing H Ferguson esq 
Photocopy Ferguson Tractor Lubrication Charts. TE 20 series L.C. 168E-54/48-10/54-Sm 
Wall Chart of DAVID BROWN Collection. 1979. Pub 9-42293

GENERAL COMMITTEE

Meetings of the General Committee took place at Larne on 14th May 1996
and Leeds on 7th December. Details of attendance, agenda etc. are in the
Minute Book. A precis of salient discussions on 14th May is as follows:

• for various reasons the three newly elected officers agreed to share the 
duties of Secretary and Treasurer between them until certain matters 
had been resolved:

• in view of the cash crisis the Summer Newsletter would have to be 
defered until the Autumn, when a short issue might be feasible;

• although it was highly desirable to keep the membership informed 
accordingly, it was doubtful if even the postage could be found; the 
solution would be clearer when all AGM expenses were known and 
additional subscriptions received:

• commercial advertising should be developed;
• a membership pack and introductory magazine was a desirable project 

when funds permitted it;
• Karl-Heinz Kiunke was to attempt the development of membership in 

North Germany and would write to Hartmut Lindner accordingly:
• the refurbishment of tractor instruments and the options of replacement 

were discussed.

Notes on the 7th December meeting will appear in the next Issue.
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SECTION A -  FERGUSON-BROWN

Section A is devoted to the development, production and use of the Ferguson-Brown tractor 
and its associated implements.

FERGUSON BROWN AND OTHER TOPICS

by Selwyn Houghton

Some three years ago, the then Chairman of 
the Ferguson Club, Mr Ian Halstead, asked 
me to write an article for the Ferguson Club 
Journal. At that time I had to decline because 
of other commitments, but I did promise an 
article in the future. Now being semi-retired, I 
do have time, so here is the article.

Last year, my good friend David Smith from 
Hoimfirth, West Yorkshire, showed me a fixed 
tine cultivator, the likes of which I had never 
seen before. (See photograph No. 1). 
Fortunately, the cultivator had a brass 
name-plate on it, albeit well coated in grey 
paint. Ten minutes work with paint stripper and 
an old doth revealed the information shown 
in Diagram No. 1.

Now, I don’t know about you, but I have to 
admit I had never seen a label like this one 
before. After much discussion, David revealed 
that the cultivator was bought from a farmer 
in the Woodbridge area of Suffolk. This farmer 
had used the cultivator for 30 years or more 
but could not remember who supplied it to 
him. The information on the label ‘Harry 
Ferguson Motors, Donegall Square, Belfast’ 
coupled with the patent information, shows 
that the cultivator is probably of early 1940 
vintage. Research shows patents information 
as follows:

370084 Applied for 3.7.28 Granted 3.11.29 
471801 Applied for 5.2.36 Granted 6.9.37 
470069 Applied for 5.2.36 Granted 5.8.37

P h o to  No. 1. M r  D a v id  S m ith ’s  e a rly  F e rg u so n  F ix e d  T ine C u ltiva to r o r  G ru b b e r
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D ia g ra m  No. 1. The im p le m e n t in fo m a tio n  p la te  from  M r  D a v id  S m ith ’s  e a rly  
F e rg u s o n  C u ltiva to r

471515 Applied for 5.2.36 Granted 6.9.37 
470087 Applied for 5.2.36 Granted 5.8.37

Now at this time (early 1940’s) it is well known 
that Harry Ferguson was living with his family 
in Dearborn, Michigan, USA. He was there 
at the Headquarters of the Ford Company, to 
work alongside Charlie Sorensen (the Ford 
Production Engineer) and others to produce 
the 9N Ford Ferguson Tractor.
Last year (October 1995) 1 was fortunate 
enough to be able to spend some time at the 
Henry Ford Museum and Research Centre 
in Dearborn. In talking to various researchers 
there and checking photographs and 
documentation, it would seem Messrs. 
Chambers, Greer and Sands were not 
working permanently in Dearborn with Harry 
Ferguson at that time. So where were they? 
The probable answer is back in Belfast.

The scene now changes from Hoimfirth, 
incidentally just seven miles from Park Works, 
Lockwood, Huddersfield, home of the 
Ferguson Brown, to Ballindery, Co Antrim, 
Northern Ireland.
There, on my way to the 1996 Balmoral Show, 
I paid a visit to my good friend, Raymond 
McMullen. Another avid and very

knowledgeable collector of all things 
Ferguson.
Raymond showed me a potato spinner (see 
Photograph No 2) that he acquired about five 
weeks previously. Much to my surprise, this 
implement carried the same label on it as the 
cultivator, or grubber as our Ulster friends 
would call it, that I have just described from 
Hoimfirth.
So, were Messrs. Greer, Sands and 
Chambers beavering away back in Belfast 
producing a new range of implements? Also, 
were these implements the forerunner of the 
9N implements? or were they a development 
of the Ferguson Brown implements?

Emphatically, No! I hear you cry, not totally 
possible.
There was, of course, the spring tine and rigid 
cultivator for the Ferguson Brown, but a potato 
spinner? No. The P.T.O. shaft from the pulley 
on the Ferguson Brown, surely this was 
tongue in cheek stuff? But, wait a second, 
“What’s this?” Thumbing through “The 
Farmer and Stockbreeder” Magazine dated 
September 13th 1938 (Page 2158) shows the 
very thing, a potato spinner. This was 
demonstrated at Kirton. My research shows 
this to be one of the three produced around
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P h o to  No. 2. M r  R a y m o n d  M c M u lle n ’s  e a r ly  P o ta to  S p in n e r

1938-39. These were adapted from the horse 
drawn Blackstone type of the early 1930’s.

So, on to the Balmoral Show. A visit to the 
excellent Ferguson Club 50th Anniversary 
Exhibition in one of the permanent halls of 
the Show proved to be very rewarding.

There, exhibited along with other interesting 
Ferguson implements was another potato 
spinner with the same Donegal Square label 
on it. (See photograph No 4). A similar potato 
spinner also turned up at the Moira Rally held 
on the Saturday after the Balmoral Show. In 
talking to a number of Ulster friends, it is 
thought that three other implements were 
produced under this same label, these were:

1. Powered harrows
2. Disc harrows
3. Grasscutter bar (Mentioned in the Farmer 
and Stockbreeder Magazine July 12th 1938, 
Page 1695)

However, no one could indicate where there 
were examples of these implements, so I have 
to say up to this point in time, these items are 
unconfirmed.

On the 1st June 1996, a Rally was held on 
the Chambers Brothers’ Farm near Down 
Patrick, Northern Ireland, to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of the sale of the first 
Ferguson Brown tractor onto that farm.

At the rally I met Mr Alex Patterson, who was 
associated with Harry Ferguson from the 
early days. Mr Patterson confirmed that work 
on implements continued in Belfast, during 
Harry Ferguson’s absence in Dearborn.

The design would be by Chambers, Greer 
and Sands and some in-house construction 
and fabrication would have taken place. Later 
on some work may have been undertaken 
on the manufacturing side by Shorts of Belfast 
and also Kane’s of Larne.
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I !»<• (M itiito  s p i n n e r  w h ic h  h a s  b « e ti  a t l d c t l  t o  t h e  P e r itU K o n  r a n f t e u f  h y t l r m iM c a l ly  c o n t r o l l r i f  
f . i f i n  m a c h i n e r y .  I t  Is  h e r e  s e e n  I n  a c t i o n  a t  K l r l u n .  w h e r e  I t  w a s  J e i u o n s t r n t c i i  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  l i m e  a  f e w  < tay s  a g o .

P h o to  No. 3  fro m  the  F a rm e r a n d  S tockb reed e r, S e p te m b e r 13th 1938

P h o to  No. 4. A n  e a r ly  p o ta to  s p in n e r  e x h ib ite d  a t th e  B a lm o ra l S how , B e lfa s t  
o n  the  F e rg u so n  C lu b ’s  d is p la y
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So, a little work on that well painted implement 
label of yours and who knows, you may be 
the lucky owner of an exotic and rare 
Ferguson implement. Part of the fun of 
restoration is that you never know what might 
turn up.

Recently, a tractor friend of mine was 
travelling on business in South Africa, when 
out of the blue he came across Ferguson 
Brown tractor No. 1328 (see Photograph No. 
5 + No. 6). This tractor is owned by Mr Van 
Wyk of Central Tractors, Vryburg, Republic 
of South Africa. Note rear caulkett type rear 
wheels.

Mr Van Wyk tells me that this tractor was 
imported into R.S. A. in 1947 for a Show. The 
tractor was painted black because it reminds 
Mr Van Wyk of the significance of the Black 
Tractor. This tractor is, of course, very late in 
the production run and has the optional pulley 
with P.T.O. provision equipment.

P h o to  N o . 5. M r  V an W y c k  o f  C e n tra l 
Tractors, V ryburg, R e p u b lic  o f  S o u th  A frica , 
w ith  h is  F e rg u so n  B row n  tra c to r  No. 1328

P h o to  No. 6. R e a r v ie w  o f  F e rg u so n  B ro w n  T ra c to r No. 1328 c o m p le te  w ith  
c a u lk e tt typ e  re a r  w h ee ls
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Mr Robin Price of Preston, who is currently 
restoring his Ferguson Brown Tractor, No. 
331, sent me a photograph of the front axle. 
This has the name ‘Ambrosia’ embossed 
upon it. Nothing to do with rice pudding, I trust! 
Seriously, I think this may be the 
manufacturing foundry’s name or logo (see 
Photograph No. 7 ). I have seen a number of 
Ferguson Browns with this logo, but not all 
have it.

P h o to  No. 7. M r  R o b in  P r ic e ’s  
fro n t a x le  s ta m p e d  “A m b ro s ia ”

Mr Keith Blain of Flemei Hempstead showed me a photograph (No. 8) of the con rods in his 
Ferguson Brown No. engine. These have a greek key design on them. This design is very 
similar to a swastika. The story here, Mr Blain tells me is that the Hercules Engine Company 
had a German designer who possibly made some sort of statement with the design. We know 
that there were links between Hercules and Coventry Climax, so presumably some interchange 
of parts took place.

P h o to  No. 8. K e ith  B la in ’s  p h o to  o f  h is  F e rg u so n  B ro w n  e n g in e  com p on en ts , 
sh o w in g  a  s w a s tika  e m b o s s e d  o n  the  co n n e c tin g  ro d
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Indeed, this theory is consolidated by the fact 
that in a recent engine overhaul, Ferguson 
Brown Tractor No. 5 had the cylinder head 
removed. This brought to light a set of 
Hercules Valves (see Photographs 9 + 1 0 )  
These valves had presumably been in use 
from day one.

Unfortunately, the head had a composite 
material head gasket which had been stuck 
or glued into position. Removal, of course, 
destroyed the gasket. The problem was how 
to get the copper/asbestos type originally 
fitted. Fortunately, a scan through ‘Yellow 
Pages’ brought to light Johnson Gaskets of 
East Bierly, near Bradford. This Company 
produces new handmade gaskets in a very 
short time, at reasonable prices.

P ho to  No. 9. C y lin d e r  
b lo c k  o f  F e rg u so n  
B row n  tra c to r  
c o m m iss io n  No. 5., 
sh o w in g  in te re s tin g  
H e rcu le s  in le t a n d  
e x h a u s t va lves

P h o to  No. 10. C lose  
u p  p h o to  o f  the  
H e rcu le s  in le t a n d  
e x h a u s t va lves  u s e d  
o n  F e rg u s o n  B row n  
No. 5
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On another restoration project it has been found that there is some good information stamped 
on the periphery of the Crown Wheel. This can be found easily by removing the rear axle 
cover and rotating the rear wheels. The information shown there (see Photographs 11 + 12) is 
(1 ) the gear details i.e. pitch and number of teeth, (2 ) an inspector stamp, or could it be a heat 
treatment mark and (3) most interestingly, a date stamp. In the example shown 9.37, that is 
September 1937. Well, that’s all for now, may I wish you happy and safe restorations.

P h o to  No. 11. 
The F e rg u so n  
B row n  tra c to r  
re a r  a x le  w ith  
c ro w n  w h e e l 
c o v e r re m o v e d  
sh o w in g  
p ro d u c tio n  
d e ta ils  on  the  
p e r ip h e ry  o f  the  
gear.

P h o to  No. 12. 
C lo se  up  on  
th e  F e rg u so n  
B ro w n  c ro w n  
w h e e l sh o w in g  
g e a r  de ta ils , 
h e a t tre a tm e n t 
in sp e c tio n  
s ta m p  a n d  
d a te  9 -3 7  
i.e. S e p te m b e r  
1937.
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SECTION B -  FORD-FERGUSON

We have opened up this section to remind members that the Ford-Ferguson era is an essential 
part of the Ferguson story and that the Club does cater for it. For reasons that are none too 
clear there seems never to have been a serious Ford-Ferguson input and we look now for 
members who own these tractors and implements to put that right.

In two years time we shall be celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the 9N. Mercifully, it is not 
this year for the Club would be very pushed indeed to put on a good show. Let us hope that 
between now and then the situation will change dramatically. It would also be good to speculate 
that in 1999 some kind of hook-up will be possible between celebrations in the USA and UK.

SECTION 1 -TRACTORS & ANCILLARIES

TRACTOR JACK A-TE A70 

THE FERGUSON JACKING SYSTEM

F ro m  a n  u n -n a m e d  m e m b e r w ho w ro te  in  
re s p o n s e  to  th e  ite m  on  p a g e s  2 4 - 2 5  in  
N e w s le tte r  N o  2 3 :

I recall there were 5 different models for the 
TE-20, TE-A/TE-D, TE-F, FE35 and MF65.

The TE model had horseshoe hooks on the 
short arms, which fitted under the rear axle 
housings. Note: when TEF tractors were 
introduced, the front of the horseshoe was 
cut off to accommodate the battery carriers.

The TE-Ato TE-F etc. were fitted to the bottom 
of the lift arms.
The later jacks, brought out in the TE-F era, 
were made up with a solid bar across the 
lower link attachment, to stop the problems 
you describe in your article.

The 35 and 65 models had longer long 
arms and some had Cat 2 ends.

The chain fitted to the front stand was made 
to stop the frame from falling away when 
lifting. It was modified and the chain discarded 
when the front jack was fitted with a bevelled 
plate and two ground spikes.

The top of the front stand was changed to a 
triangular frame, which had a screw bolt, 
pointed at the top, which fitted into the centre 
hole in the later TE-D, TE-F and 35/65 front 
axle cradles.

E dito r. D o es  a n y o n e  h a v e  a  p h o to g ra p h  o f  
the  M F 6 5  m o d e l in  use ?

S h e ffie ld
Dear Mr Cousins,
Thank you for Newsletter No. 23, a most 
interesting and informative book.
Might I comment on the article on the 
Ferguson tractor jack. I have one similar to 
the 1947 model and part of the FE35 model. 
The (strap) that you talk about is in fact a chain
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welded on the front hoop and hooked over a 
peg on the main frame so that the front part 
(hoop) that fits to the front axle will not slide 
away when in use.
I believe that the model that Mr Weeks has 
was the one brought out at the launch of the 
TEF, a new rear frame had to be made to fit 
under the lower link arm ball ends because 
of the two batteries on the rear axle. At the 
same time I believe the front part was 
modified and made with a curved bottom 
plate and two spikes which dug into the 
ground so stopping it skidding away when in 
lift.
When the FE35 came out they used the main 
frame for the rear (as TEF) but a new front 
frame was made, triangular in shape with an 
adjustable screw thread in the middle which 
fits into the hole under the front axle housing 
(adjustable for 19" and 16" wheels).
There was also a heavy duty version for the 
industrial tractors, 35 semi Ind. and the 65s. 
My TE jack is model IT-TE-20 #98??
The 702 jack is Part No. 630706 in a 1 st issue 
parts book dated 15.9.59.
The 65 jack is Part No. 557762 (low 
clearance), and 557774 (high clearance) in 
Mk I and Mk II parts books 1st dated 21.8.61.

I seem to remember a rumour a few years 
ago that the jacks (particularly TEF) were 
dangerous but 1 think it was more of an 
operator problem. Provided that the jack is 
used on level firm ground and that the link 
arms are parallel and the cup ends are 
properly in the link arm ball ends, you should 
be OK. The jack can be used rear end only 
but in the interests of safety the front part 
should be used in conjunction with the rear 
part, even if only a front wheel is to be 
changed. Then you have total control of all 
the tractor via the hydraulics.

I hope this comment will be of interest and I 
believe it to be accurate as far as I can 
remember. I do stand to be corrected if

another member comes up with more 
information on the subject.

I have spoken to Alan Dunderdale regarding 
archive material as I have a few parts lists 
and instruction books from 1946 -  1962/63? 
These go up to 175 series tractor and 
implements, probably 90% produced up to 
the FE35 being launched, all originals. They 
are not something I want to part with but I am 
willing to photocopy if need be.
Yours sincerely,

A. D. W ilson  
M e m b  No. 514

Replica Ferguson Implement 
Commission Plates

Michael Thorne (member for Devon) has 
produced a batch of replica implement 
plates in brass. They are well made and 
finished. Refer to the Classified 
Advertisements section for details.
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THE AMERICAN TRACTOR JACK

W e a re  g ra te fu l to  D a v id  Lory, fro m  W iscons in , fo r  the fo llo w in g  no tes, ta ke n  fro m  a  g e n e ra l 
le tte r  a b o u t A m e ric a n  im p lem e n ts , w ith  n o  le ss  tha n  ten p h o to g ra p h s  o f  tra c to r  ja c k s  a lone , 
s o m e  o f  w h ich  a re  to  b e  se e n  be low .

I also enjoyed the information you had on the Tractor Jack. The type we have here is called 
ATO-70. This is not as common as the earlier IT-TO-20, which I believe was used on the 9N 
tractors. This jack does have the Ferguson tag.

(S e e  a lso  p h o to g ra p h  o n  n e x t p a g e )

Th is  is  the IT -T O -2 0  a n d  it  a p p e a rs  to  b e  id e n tic a l to  the  T E -20  vers ion , w h ich  
A .D . W ilson  re fe rs  to in  h is  le tte r  a s  th e  1 9 4 7 IT -TE -20 , w h ich  a ls o  f it te d  u n d e r  
the  re a r ax le . This co d e  is  n o t lis ted . It  is  u s u a lly  re fe rre d  to  a s  a n  e a r ly  ve rs ion  
o f  the  A -T E -A 70 . W e d o  n o t h a v e  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  v ie w  o f  a  9 N o n  th is  ja c k . We 
d o  ha ve  a  (poo r) illu s tra tio n  o f  the  8 N  ve rs io n  in  use. I t  is  id e n tic a l to  IT -T O -2 0  
w ith  p e g  a n d  g ro u n d  cha in  b u t p a in te d  re d  w ithou t the F e rg u so n  p la te . H ow ever, 
f ro n t a n d  re a r  g ro u n d  p la te s  to  s to p  it  s in k in g  in to  s o ft  g ro u n d  w e re  a va ila b le  
fro m  F o rd  a t  ex tra  cost. W ere  th e y  a ls o  a va ila b le  fro m  F e rg u so n ?

The main difference between the two jacks is that the IT-TO-20 is not welded solid on the 
bottom bar. It is able to rotate as the tractor is raised. Also the cradle is placed under the rear 
axle, which is different from the one you are used to.

FERGUSON CLUB
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Im p le m e n t p la te  on  th e  IT -T O -20

On the later ATO-70 there is a screw-type jack 
which looks like it was welded on when the 
tractor jack was made because it still has 
traces of grey paint on it like the rest. Do you 
have any idea what the screw-jack is for? By 
the looks of it I would think that the end of the

chain was fastened to the tractors top link to 
keep the jack in place on the tractor. There is 
no name plate on the ATO-70.1 have not seen 
any other jacks like this so I do not have any 
answers.

T h is  is  the  ve rs ion  lis te d  in  1949 a s  A T O -7 0  a n d  b y  1953 a s  A -T O -7 0  fo r  use  
w ith  T O -2 0  a n d  T O -3 0  tra c to rs . A lth o u g h  n o w  o f  f ix e d  d e s ig n  lik e  its  TE  
c o u n te rp a rt, th e re  a re  s u b s ta n tia l d iffe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  the m :
• b o th  a rm s  o f  the  m a in fra m e  a re  in  the  sa m e  p la n e  a n d  so  s a d d le  b u tt  w e lded.
• th e  o p e n  g u s s e ts  a re  m o re  s u b s ta n tia l a n d  c e n tre  w e ld e d
• th e  lo w e r  lin k  e n d  is  o f d iffe re n t, a lto g e th e r m o re  s u b s ta n tia l de s ig n
•  th e  o r ig in a l s c re w  ja c k  a n d  ch a in
•  the  fro n t s ta n d  is  o f  F E -3 5  type
The m a in fra m e  is, the re fo re , na rrow e r. T he re  is  a  s u sp ic io n  th a t the  tu b u la r  
s te e l is  o f  a  m o re  s u b s ta n tia l spe c ifica tion .
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I wish that I could find a better photo to show this re the support under the rear axle. Also if 
you look close to ground level you will notice a chain that runs from the front piece of the jack 
to the back. The front piece has a smooth bottom on it and I always felt that this chain kept the 
front jack from sliding out from under the tractor.

The fro n t ja c k  s ta n d s  a s  d e s c rib e d  b y  D a v id  Lory.

S u b s ta n tia l d iffe re n ce s  b e co m e  a p p a re n t w h en  v ie w e d  toge ther.

I also was at an auction where no one knew what this jack was for and was able to buy it for 
1 Dollar (but without the front piece). Also, I have just located an example of the A-TE-A70 
jack similar to the one in your country and for the TO-20s and later.

P h o to g ra p h s  a n d  te x t b y  D a v id  Lory. C a p tio n s  b y  Jo h n  C o us in s
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THE FERGUSON TRACTOR JA C K - A SUMMARY

Our thanks to all those members who have written or telephoned about the tractor jack. This 
is clearly a subject which is reasonably well known to only a comparative few but in view of 
the safety implications should be well known to all. It is said that Ferguson discontinued its 
production because of accidents, particularly referring to its use with the TE-F, but we have no 
official memorandum or policy statement to that effect and it continued in production through 
to the MF65. All seem to agree that if there were problems, they were ones of operator error 
rather than equipment malfunction.

Clearly the various modifications are a guide to potential weaknesses when buying a jack at 
a farm sale. David Week’s article in Issue No. 23, highlighted the particular problems of corrosion 
and these, whether the corrosion be visible or invisible, are every bit as important as fractures 
or cracks. It should be remembered that the primary functions of the jack were to facilitate 
tractor width adjustment and wheel change. To that end the rear mainframe can be used on 
its own and the front wheels blocked. There were those, it seems, who did the same thing at 
the front, that is attempt to drive the tractor up onto the front stand and balance it there before 
proceeding to remove the front wheels. Such people are in serious need of psychiatric help, 
a menace to themselves and others. Work on the front end requires the whole jacking unit to 
be employed. Where longer term access is required the tractor should be lowered onto stable 
blocks and the hydraulics eased.
The following table reflects what we are able to summarise at the present time. It is open to 
correction and addition until such time as it becomes possible to publish for the benefit of 
members a guide to identification and safe use.

AMERICA UK UK Mods

9N
IT-TO-20

\ i^

ATO-70

becomes
A-TO-70

1946
1947
1948
1949 
1951

1956

IT-TO-20
IT-TJ-20

A-TE-A20

(Model 600 728)

\ y

1958 (Model 557,762)

1960 

?
N i/ \ J /

ForTE-20 sub axle 
Modified for TE-A lift arms 
Now accommodates TE-D 
Fixed frame for TE-F 
Spikes and plates to front stand 
Lower link x-bar now solid 
For FE-35 triangular front stand 
Adjustable spigot at apex 
Lower link tubes are extended

Extended again for MF65
Fligh clearance and low clearance
versions available. Cat 2 ends
available
Discontinued

40



THE FERGUSON CLUB

• There were special versions available for Vineyard, Semi-industrial and Industrial models
• A locking safety lever was fitted to later models in case the quadrant lever was inadvertently 

lowered.

Archive Needs:
1 .Any confirmation of (T-TO-20 designation and usage in the 9N era as we do not have It 

listed in the 9N inventory of accessories.
2. Evidence that IT-TO-20 was imported into U.K or Ireland, possible under Lend Lease, to fill 

a gap in 1946.
3. Clarification on the modification of lower link tubes to fit FE-35 and MF65 tractors. According 

to M-F Publication No 819 034 M2 Implement and Accessory Adaptation, A-TE-A20 became 
model No. 600 728 and it would fit both TE-20 Series and FE-35 tractors. Model No. 557 
762 would fit TE-20 Series, FE-35 and MF65 without adaptation.

4. Views of 728 and 762 equipments in use.
5. All relevant Instruction Books, Parts Lists and brochure material from the earliest to latest 

models (photocopies are fine).
6. The date/year the tractor jack was withdrawn, presumably to do with suitability of the new 

range in 1965, if not before.

A-TE-77TYRE INFLATION SET

Dear Mr Cousins,
Lyd ia te

I am interested in the Ferguson tyre inflation kit which was offered as an accessory. It 
consisted of a hose and an adaptor which fitted into a spark plug socket. I have enclosed 
a picture of it and would like to know if any members have one or remember using one 
at some time?

Yours thankfully.
M. W ha lley

TYRE INFLATION SET

Consists of pencil type pressure 
; gauge and air lead fitted with special 
J adaptor which fits into a spark plug 
 ̂ socket. A valve diaphragm incor

porated in the adaptor ensures a 
supply of clean air in a convenient 
and efficient manner.
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MF 35 DECALS AND THE FE-35/MF 35 TRANSITION

H e re  is  a  s e le c tio n  fro m  re s p o n s e s  to  the  a rtic le  in  Issu e  No. 23.

F rom  K la u s  B e rg e r (Ja n u a ry  1958):

From 1/1/1958 in Germany the decals on the 
red-grey FE35 looked as follows: Basic colour 
red, letters silver with black surround. 
Mechanical, chemical and weather influences 
eventually caused the decals to look quite 
different.

F rom  D a v id  A keh u rs t, w h ose  le tte r ra is e d  the  
s u b je c t (M a y  1958):

I have had another look at the engine number 
and it definitely is SG6601ES, just four 
numbers, which seems as though it is quite 
an early engine comparing it with the serial 
number. It is the original engine, as my 
Grandfather had the tractor new. Also, I 
removed the air cleaner to carburettor pipe 
and started to clean it and I noticed that under 
the grey paint it was painted gold, but I have 
not found any gold paint anywhere else so 
far.
Going back to the transfers, I have got an 
original sales brochure which we found in my 
Grandfather’s shed when we were cleaning 
it out. It shows all of the implements available 
at the time and on the cover, in colour, it 
shows a MF35 and a 65 towing a 703 baler 
with a 780 Special Combine following the 35. 
The 35 has the first type of bonnet but with 
the MF triple triangle badge on the front. It 
has the transfers with a red background and 
silver letters. I hope this is of some help to 
you. Also the transfers that I bought are 
shorter than the originals.

Ferguson in Greece

Does anyone know about Ferguson 
tractors in Greece, first imported there 
in 1951?

F ro m  R o b e rt L. G e is e r in  W iscon s in  (2  Ju n e  
1959):

In Issue #23 of the Ferguson Club Newsletter, 
there was an article about the decals used 
on the FE-35.1 sanded the paint off the right 
side decal on my tractor (serial # SDM 
146581, engine # 115266ED) (02 June 1959) 
to determine the colors and style of decal. It 
is similar to the one pictured on p. 28, with 
the white or silver half arrow through the 
number 35. The background is red, as also 
are the letters and numbers, which are also 
outlined in black. I would send a photo, but in 
my opinion there is insufficient contrast for 
the details to show up really well. The decal 
was no recent application, the edges being 
weathered and a section completely gone due 
to heat from the vertical exhaust. The front 
badge is the 3-triangle M-F pattern, slightly 
dented from years of use. The serial number 
plate clearly shows “FE-35”. For better or 
worse, that is how I bought my FE-35 in 
January 1994.1 hope this information will help 
you in your survey of the FE-35/MF-35 during 
the transition period.

F rom  J o n a th a n  A u s tin  (1 9 6 3  35X ):

H e a th fie ld , E. S usse x

My 35X (SNMY 318213) has red letters, shiny 
silver shading, matt silvery white background 
The plate has FE-35. The badge is missing 
but by the holes I think it would have the MF 
3 triangles.
Many thanks for a very informative and 
interesting newsletter.
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Comment

There has been an interesting response from 
members over the colours and design of 
transfer decals fitted to the FE-35 after the 
cast alloy ‘Ferguson 35’ name plates were 
discontinued. Klaus Bergner is positive about 
the point of transition in Germany, where he 
reports it took place on 1st January 1958. If 
this proved to be the general case then it 
might be assumed that the transition from 
grey/gold to grey/red took place on the same 
date, which would be a very specific guide 
to those members whose tractors had been 
repainted. Certainly, all early 1958 tractors 
reported so far are red/grey. As far as their 
decal design is concerned, there is nothing 
to contradict the information from Mr Basil 
George given on page 29 of Newsletter No. 
23.
The reference to repainting in the previous 
paragraph is quite relevant to those who have 
tractors on the transitional border line. From 
conversations with previous Ferguson / 
Massey-Harris-Ferguson agents it is clear 
that when FE-35 began to arrive from the 
factory in the new colours, existing stock of 
grey/gold became that much less saleable 
with farmers suspicious and demanding 
discounts. The answer was to repaint the 
tractors in the new colours and apply the new 
transfer decals ! One agency even found it 
necessary to fill the holes required to fit the 
left and right alloy castings because 
customers were liable to look for them 
underneath the new decals and demand a 
discount on old stock. An agency in Suffolk 
even routinely resprayed new grey / gold 
tractors in workshops under warranty.
We have been asked if the early cast alloy 
‘Ferguson 35’ side plates were ever fitted to 
the red/grey tractor. The answer is that tractors 
so fitted have been seen, but that it is not 
known of they have been resprayed. It does 
not seem that early red / grey models 
(February -  March 1958 so far) were drilled

to receive them. There is confusion in that 
the grey / gold Hood Assembly with its cast 
alloy Ferguson emblem, wide service panel 
and press-button latches continued to be 
fitted for some time in the new colour. The 
new Massey-Ferguson triangular emblem 
was not fitted until the modified Hood 
Assembly appeared in mid 1958, although 
there may be exceptions.
On 1 St August 1958 the FE -35 Parts List was 
republished under the Massey-Ferguson 
name. Figure 20 Radiator and Hood 
Assembly includes the original Ferguson 
Name Plate, Emblem -  LH (196 199 M l) and 
Emblem -  RH (196 210 Ml). Below them is 
listed Emblem-MF35 (828 143 M l) and this 
might just be the first public reference to the 
decal in question, even though it had already 
been in use for some months. If memory 
serves correctly there was no mention of the 
new Massey-Ferguson Name Plate but this 
stands to be corrected.

The use of MF35 in this way raises the 
question of when did the FE-35 become the 
MF35? Did the Company intend that the 
designation should simply change with the 
introduction of the new colour? To answer 
such questions we usually look first at the 
vehicle’s commission plate. From the first grey 
/ gold to the 35X the commission plate 
continued to be marked FE-35. Supporting 
technical literature seems to have been 
variously marked FE-35, M-F35, MF35 or 35. 
In America there seems to have been an easy 
distinction: if it was fitted with the Standard 
23c diesel it was the T035; when it was fitted 
with the new Perkins diesel it became the 
MF35.

The distinction accords with Mr Basil 
George’s observation that the decal was 
modified with the fitting of the AD3/152 
engine in 1959. Under it’s new name, Massey- 
Ferguson acquired Perkins engines in 
January 1959 and Banner Lane on 1st
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August, after which the Perkins engine began 
to replace the Standard. On that basis it might 
be argued that the MF35 came into existence 
in 1st August 1959. It retained the mark of its 
Ferguson creation, perhaps for patent 
reasons, but played up Massey-Ferguson for 
promotional reasons. There are precedents.

In 1899 the Consul-General in Nice for the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire was a man called 
Emile Jellinek. He was a very wealthy man, 
interested and involved in the new world of 
motoring and a keen amateur racing driver. 
He encouraged a revolutionary new design 
by Paul Daimler and commissioned a 
production run on the understanding that the 
model carry his daughter’s name, Mercedes, 
which was also the pseudonym under which 
he raced. From 1900 the car and its progeny 
swept the board and the name became 
famous. In 1926 the firm of Daimler 
amalgamated with Benz and took the name 
Mercedes with it. Since then all promotional 
and reference material, emblems and 
markings have been Mercedes-Benz but the 
commission plate has always read Daimler- 
Benz and still does.

15 B u sh  C lose, 
A lb rig h to n  

W est M id la n d s  
W V 7  3P B

Dear Mr Cousins:
Thank you for sending me the Ferguson Club 
Newsletter No. 23 following the article on my 
Ferguson FE-35 tractor. I hope the article will 
give encouragement and hope to the 
members that tractors are still to found on 
farms ripe for preservation.

CLUB ARCHIVES As one of the three founder 
members of the Ferguson Club, 1 loaned the 
Club a complete set of Ferguson parts/ 
instruction books as works of reference.

Despite questioning various people who ‘ran 
the Club’ after I resigned, these books have 
disappeared without trace. If anyone has any 
books rubber stamped with F H BURGESS 
Wolverhampton I would appreciate their 
return please.

E dito r. I a m  a p p a lle d  to  re a d  th is. The  n e w  
c lu b  A rc h iv is t a n d  sys te m  g e n e ra lly  ha s  n o w  
b e e n  e s ta b lis h e d  to  m a k e  th e  re c e ip t  o f  
a rc h iv e s  a c c o u n ta b le , p a r t ic u la r ly  b y  th e  
re g u la r  p u b lis h in g  o f  a ca ta log ue . The w a y  
m a te r ia l is  a c q u ire d  is  re c o rd e d  a n d  fro m  
whom . O u r p r im a ry  a im  is  to co llect, s to re  a n d  
m a k e  a v a ila b le  in fo rm a tio n  th a t is  a va ila b le  
to  m e m b e rs  on  req ue s t. W ill a n y o n e  w ho is  
a b le  to he lp  D a v id  B a te  re c o v e r h is  Ins truc tion  
B o o ks  a n d  P a rts  lis ts  p le a s e  g e t in  tou ch  w ith  
him .

CABS A local farmer who ran three TE-20’s 
during the 1950’s still has in the tractor shed 
a cab from one of these tractors which I have 
not seen in preservation. The style is similar 
to the Clydebuilt cab featured on page 18 of 
the Autumn 1995 magazine. The frame is 
tubular steel with rearwards sloping glass 
windscreen fitted with a hand wiper. The roof 
and sides are of PVC material with clear 
plastic windows in the sides. A frame was 
fitted inside each mudguard, and entry to the 
tractor was achieved by lifting the front of the 
cab which pivoted at the rear of the mudguard 
frames. I believe these cabs were made by 
Weathershields of Birmingham.

MF 35 TVO TRACTORS During the mid- 
1980’s when I was looking for a TVO engined 
tractor I viewed a 1964 MF35X (B registration) 
in Leicestershire. The tractor was fitted with 
a TVO engine. An MF 735 loader was fitted, 
the tractor had done a considerable amount 
of work, and would not stay in 2 nd gear in 
either low or high ratio. I believe this tractor 
was subsequently sold in Measham Car 
Auctions. I have heard that during the late
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1960’s some MF 135 tractors were exported 
with Vaporising Oil engines. If this is correct, 
were these engines left over from the 3 5 , or 
were small numbers built to special order.

E dito r. M a s s e y -F e rg u s o n  do  s ta te  th a t the  
M F 3 5  w ith  TV O  e n g in e  w a s  a v a ila b le  u n til 
th e  e n d  o f  3 5  S e r ie s  p ro d u c tio n  in  1964. 
S o m e  c la im  T V O  p ro d u c tio n  h a d  o ff ic ia lly  
f in is h e d  a ro u n d  1960. There  is  e v id e n ce  tha t 
the  S ta n d a rd  4  c y lin d e r p e tro l/T V O  e n g ine  
w as s t ill a v a ila b le  in  1964 a n d  th a t a b a tc h  o f  
tra c to rs  s o  f it te d  w e re  m a d e  to  s p e c ia l o rd e r  
in  th a t yea r. W ou ld  it  f it  the  n e w  135, w h ich  
c a rr ie d  fo rw a rd  th e  P e rk in s  3 -1 5 2  d ie s e l?  
P oss ib ly  one  o f  o u r  A m e rica n  m em b ers  w ou ld  
s a y  I f  th e re  w as a  g a s o lin e  ve rs ion  a va ila b le  
o v e r  there . F o rd  w as c a re fu l to  s e e  th a t in  
the  n e w  1965 ra n g e  the  2 0 0 0  a n d  4 0 0 0  w ere  
a v a ila b le  w ith  p e tro l e n g in e s  (as  h a d  b e en  
th e  D e x ta ) o n c e  th e  d ie s e l v e rs io n s  w e re  
e s ta b lish e d . M a s s e y -F e rg u s o n  m ig h t ha ve  
fe lt  o b lig e d  to  d o  the  s a m e  b u t TV O  se e m s  
im p roba b le . O f  cou rse , the  135 is  ou ts id e  o u r  
re m it a n d  w e h a v e  n o  b a c k g ro u n d  m a te r ia l 
o n  it.

MF 35 DECALS The article prompted me to 
dig through archive material. Referring to 
Allan Condie’s New Ferguson Album (March 
1988 edition) on page 71 there is a good 
photograph of a tractor on the production line. 
The letters appear to be silver shaded black 
on a red background, with a white half-arrow 
through the 35. On page 72 the MF 35X 
tractors show identical decals.

(Ed. U n fo rtu na te ly , the  p h o to g ra p h s  w ill n o t  
c o p y  s u ff ic ie n tly  w e ll to  p u b lis h .)

During the mid-1980’s I owned a 1958 TVO 
35 with square front Ferguson badge. The 
enclosed colour photograph shows silver 
lettering on a red background. Also enclosed 
is a photograph taken in 1964 of a 4 cylinder 
diesel tractor I drove which has the identical

decals with white arrow.

It is my belief that the original decals were 
made of a chrome/silver colour with red 
overlay for the background colour, and black 
overlay for the shading around the letters. 
Over the years the red & black overlays have 
come off the chrome/silver base decal.

The 1958 TVO 35 I owned was registration 
number BFF 708, engine number 84373. It 
had been supplied new to an upland stock 
farm in mid-Wales. There were a number of 
TVO 35’s in that area, many with the square 
front Ferguson badge. Some parts of my 
tractor were gold coloured, painted over with 
MF grey. I presume that these tractors were 
change-over models, perhaps using up gold 
painted parts left over from the grey-gold 
Ferguson FE-35 days. All of the tractors I have 
seen from this period have the square front 
badge with Massey Ferguson bonnet side 
decals.

Yours faithfully.
D a v id  M  B a te

LITTLE THINGS 
THAT MATTER

DO ri'T  forget to dra in your tractor 

coo ling  system every night during 

w inter months when there is danger o f 

frosts. Water expands on freezing and may 

damage the radiator and crack the cylinder 

block. So be on the safe side and draw it 

off, storing in old oil drums if your water 

supply is not handy.
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CRACKING THE FE-35 LETTER CODE Second letter

St. Law rence , 
Jersey.

Dear Mr. Cousins,

The following short article concerns Serial 
Numbers for the FE-35 range of tractors. The 
codes for the commission plate numbers are 
to be found in the workshop manual. The 
engine codes should be available in some 
service bulletins or even from Massey 
Ferguson. I believe the following analysis to 
be accurate but it is drawn from observations 
made here in Jersey over the years. As far as 
I can ascertain, the system of code letters on 
commission plates and engine blocks is 
similar, although different letters are used on 
each. There does not appear to be a direct 
link between numerals .other than that lower 
serial numbers are usually reflected as lower 
engine numbers. As a result, if the 
commission plate is missing from the tractor, 
it is not possible to gain a very accurate idea 
of the tractor’s age from the engine number 
alone

COMMISSION PLATE 
This is found on the lower right side of the 
dash board, next to the ignition key. On it will 
be found (if still legible) patent numbers in 
force at the time the tractor was built. 
Stamped at the bottom is the tractor serial 
number, which is comprised of three or four 
letters followed by the production number.

First Letter
This denotes the type of tractor, namely: 
standard agricultural (the majority), vineyard, 
industrial:
T ra c to r type  
Standard agricultural: 
Vineyard:
Industrial:
High clearance:

C o de  le tte r  
S 
V 
J 
C

This denotes the type of engine: 
vaporising oil, lamp oil, diesel:

petrol.

E n g in e  type  C o m p re ss io n  ra tio C ode

Petrol: 6:1 G
High altitude petrol: 6.6:1 H
Vaporising oil: 5:1 K
Lamp oil: 4.3:1 L
Diesel: 23C (4 cylinder): 20.1 D
Diesel: Perkins A3.152: 17.4: 1 N

Third letter
This denotes the type of clutch and therefore 
gearbox details:
C lu tch  type  C o de  le tte r
Single clutch: F
Dual clutch: M

Fourth letter
This denotes special features:
Differential lock: Y

ENGINE NUMBERS
On spark ignition engines, the numbers are 
to be found on the left side of the engine 
between the oil filler cap and the coil. This 
practice was continued through from the first 
TEA-20S. On the 23C diesel engine (as with 
the TEF-20 before it) the number is on the 
right side of the block, at the front, beneath 
the manifold and above the dynamo.

Prefix letters
There are two prefix letters. All engines which 
I have seen have S as the first letter. This is 
followed by:
E n g in e  type  C o de  le tte r  
Petrol: S F
T.V.O. S G
LO. SH
23C. SJ

After these two letters come the engine 
production numbers. Lastly come the suffix 
letters.
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Suffix letters
Petrol engines have three. All other engines 
have two. On all engines the first letter after 
the numerals is an E, denoting an engine 
number and the very last letter in the 
sequence denotes clutch type:
C lu tch  typ e  C o de  le tte r  
Single clutch S 
Dual clutch D

Thus, engine numbers/letters on T.V.O., L.O. 
and 23C blocks all end in either ES or ED. 
Petrol engines have an extra letter between 
E and S or D.
E n g in e  type  C o de  le tte rs
Petrol, standard compression 6:1 EL  
Petrol, high compression 6.6:1 EH

Thus petrol engine numbers/letters all end in 
one of the following: ELS or EHS for a single 
clutch and ELD or EHD for a dual clutch.

With reference to the 35s fitted with Perkins 
engines, as yet I haven’t seen enough 
examples of numbers to determine a logic. 
Also, I believe, some 35s capable of running 
on butane gas were built but I do not have 
any details of serial numbers.

Some “ living “ examples:

C o m m iss io n  p la te  E n g in e  n u m b e r  
SGF61182 SF9944ELS

From the commission plate we can deduce 
that this is a standard (S) petrol (G) single 
clutch (F) tractor. The engine number tells us 
that it is petrol (F) 6:1 compression ratio (L) 
and has a single clutch and corresponding 
flywheel (S).

C o m m iss io n  p la te  
SHM324792

E n g in e  n u m b e r  
SF40638EHD

The commission plate tells us that this is a 
standard (S) high altitude petrol (H) dual

clutch (M) tractor. The engine number denotes 
petrol (F) 6.6 :1 compression ratio (H) and a 
dual clutch with corresponding flywheel (D).

C o m m iss io n  p la te  
SKM 252026

E n g in e  n u m b e r  
SG11519ED

The commission plate states that this is a 
standard agricultural tractor (S) TV.O. (K) and 
dual clutch (M). The engine number tells us 
that it is T.V.O, (G) and has a dual clutch (D).

C o m m iss io n  p la te  
SDM12847

E n g in e  n u m b e r  
SJ8734ED

We can see from the commission plate that 
this is a standard tractor (S) with a 23C diesel 
engine (D) fitted with a dual clutch (M). The 
engine number shows (J) for 23C diesel, fitted 
with dual clutch (D).

C o m m iss io n  p la te  
SNMY375106

E n g in e  n u m b e r  
19D6821C

This is a standard tractor (S) with a Perkins 
A 3.152 engine (N) a dual clutch (M) and a 
differential lock (Y). As mentioned earlier I 
cannot tie in the engine number on the 
Perkins diesels.

The TE-20 range of serial numbers was 
distributed to all club members about five 
years ago in the form of a booklet produced 
by Massey Ferguson. It may still be possible 
for individual members to obtain a copy by 
writing directly to the M.F. Sales Support 
Centre. Finally, with reference to FE-35 
decals, our tractor SGF89374 engine no 
SF13127ELS, is an early example of the red 
and grey colour scheme but I am afraid that 
the bonnet has been repainted, the decals 
having been scraped off.
Yours Sincerely,

R a o u l Le  M ie re  

c o n tin u e s  o v e rle a f
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E d ito r:
T h a n k  y o u  fo r  ta k in g  the  tim e  a n d  tro u b le  to 
re s e a rc h  th is  a re a , w h ic h  w e  k n o w  fro m  
e n q u ir ie s  is  a  p u z z le  to  m a n y  o w n e rs  a n d  
p ro s p e c tiv e  p u rch a se rs . W e w o u ld  b e  m o s t 
in te r e s te d  to  h e a r  (a n d  p u b l is h )  a n y  
in fo rm a t io n  r e la t in g  to  th e  b u ta n e  g a s  
co n ve rs io n  R a o u l m en tion s . R e g a rd in g  the  
a c c u m u la tio n  o f  P e rk in s  A  e n g in e  da ta , is  
a n y o n e  a b le  to  e xp la in  the  w a y  ( if  an y ) in  
w h ich  the  le tte r  co d e  ties  in  w ith  the  tra c to r?

T he  b o o k le t  in  q u e s t io n  is  p ro b a b ly  M -F  
M a n u fa c tu r in g  L td  N o . 1 8 56  7 0 3 M 1 , the  
p rim a ry  a im  o f  w h ich  is  to  lis t  a ll a v a ila b le  re 
p r in t  In s t ru c t io n  B o o k s , P a r ts  L is ts  a n d  
W orksho p  S e rv ice  M a n u a ls  fo r  the  TE-20, 
F E -3 5  a n d  M F 6 5  tra c to rs  b u t w h ich  a ls o  very  
u se fu lly  g iv e s  F e rg u so n  m o d e l de s igna tions , 
y e a rs  o f  m a n u fa c tu re  a n d  s e r ia l num bers . 
E n q u ire  o f: M F  S a le s  S u p p o rt D is tr ib u tio n  
C entre , P O  B o x  503, Le ice s te r. L E 9 9  OAE.

TE-20 SERIES WHEEL CENTRES

Dear Sirs,
Please find enclosed my membership 
cheque. I am pleased the club has settled 
down after earlier problems and we can 
celebrate this historic year with full support.
I have two questions about my 1948 TEA’S. 
Firstly, wheels. The earlier example TE-A 
#22839 has scalloped front and rear wheels 
whilst the later #35505 has solid front and 
rear wheels. I know wheels get changed from 
tractor to tractor because of tyre condition, 
punctures etc. Does anyone know when 
scalloped wheels were fitted, were they fitted 
to the front first or rear first or both? 
Secondly, gauges. Were TEA’S fitted with a 
temperature gauge or was it part of the TVO 
conversion kit? Both of my tractors have 
temperature gauges and are converted to run 
on TVO.
Which side does the oil pressure gauge go 
when a temperature gauge is not fitted? I 
have seen them on both. What is used to 
blank the hole on the opposite side, assuming 
the dash had two holes from new.

P a u l H ill (817)

P.S Does anyone know the whereabouts of 
FUY135, an early Continental TE-20, 
possibly the first TE-20 in Kidderminster?

F o r  P a u l H i l l ’s  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t h is  w h e e l 
fitm en ts  p le a s e  re fe r  to the  d iscu ss io n  no tes  
th a t fo llow .
R e g a rd in g  te m p e ra tu re  ga ug es , th e se  w ere  
n o t  f i t te d  to  th e  T E -A  b u t  w e re , a s  y o u  
sugges t, p a r t  o f  the  c o n ve rs io n  to  TVO. They  
were, o f  cou rse , s ta n d a rd  fittin g s  on  the  TE- 
D  a n d  lo c a te d  to  the  d r ive rs  r ig h t hand .

The o il p re s s u re  g a u g e  w a s  fitte d  to  the  left. 
W hen the  r ig h t h a n d  h o le  w as n o t in  use  it 
w as b la n k e d  o f f  w ith  a  s p r in g  he ld , p u s h  ou t 
p la te . P re s u m a b ly  it  c o u ld  a c c o m m o d a te  an  
a m m e te r a s  a n  o p tio n a l extra.
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TE-20 Series Discussion Notes -  Plain Disc and Scalloped Wheel Centres

Disc or solid centred wheels stemmed from 
an original patent by Michelin associated with 
the pneumatic tyre and were common in the 
Twenties and Thirties, especially on 
commercial vehicles. They had a number of 
advantages including cost and it was quite 
logical that they should have been fitted as 
an optional extra to the Ferguson A and as 
standard to the Ford-Ferguson 9N. Discs had 
a good track record and it is worth considering 
briefly why they should have given way to 
the pierced or scalloped type. In the first place 
the change was in line with evolving truck 
design, as may be evidenced by looking at 
pre and post-war 4 wheel trailers on any farm 
that still has them. A scalloped centre makes 
it easier to remove, fit, handle, and adjust a 
heavy wheel. It can improve the cooling effect 
of airflow around the brake drums. It can 
create a design improvement in simplicity, 
strength and rigidity with some saving in 
weight and material. Access for cleaning and 
maintenance is improved. In the case of 
tractors, the design can also be made to 
facilitate the fitting of specially manufactured 
wheel weights.

When compared to the Michelin, the TE-20 
Continental had very traditional, plain disc, 
front wheels. The rear centres were also solid 
discs of plain design. When production 
ceased in July 1948 the same centres were 
still being fitted. Although the new Standard 
engine had become available in September 
1947, comparatively few were available to the 
TE-A as the new Vanguard motor car took 
priority but those that were manufactured in 
1947 were fitted with TE-20 disc centres. 
Clearly a considerable number of those early 
TE-A went as demonstration models to the 
agency network at home and abroad and 
appeared in PR material during the following 
few years. The impression 50 years later is 
that all early TE-A tractors were fitted with

discs throughout. However, it seems to be 
agreed that by the end of 1948 the scalloped 
front wheel had become the standard fit for 
the TE-A and that the process of change had 
begun much earlier in the year. The rear 
wheels remained unchanged and many 
tractors with scalloped front and solid centre 
rear seem to have sun/ived. However, it is the 
opinion of some that the first scalloped rear 
centres also appeared in 1948. The TE-20 
and TE-A were built side by side until Serial 
No 48000 in July 1948 and while it is tempting 
to speculate that the change to scalloped 
fronts occurred when TE-20 production came 
to an end, it is unlikely to be that simple.

The problem is that instead of conveniently 
disappearing from the Ferguson scene in 
1948, the solid disk centre continued to be 
fitted. Unless the writer is mistaken the first 
TE-Ds were produced with solid centres front 
and rear in 1949 and the TE-H a year later. 
And when the last 6 volt tractor, TE-D 200000, 
came off the line in 1951 was it not fitted with 
scalloped fronts and solid disc centres at the 
rear? And when the Vineyard models were 
introduced in April 1952 they were fitted with 
solid front disc centres and scalloped rear! 
The TE-20 Service Manual, which ultimately 
covered all models, never did get round to 
amending the solid disc centres in section Q 
Wheels and Tyres to the later scalloped 
pattern and, unless there be an earlier edition 
the writer has not seen, only when Massey- 
Harris-Ferguson revised the Operator’s Parts 
List and Maintenance Instructions in August 
1957 (pages 24-25) were the wheel centres 
front and rear both finally illustrated and 
described as scalloped.
Although wheels do get changed from tractor 
to tractor there remain many instances where 
the owner knows beyond reasonable doubt 
that the wheels are original. It would be a 
useful exercise to index such tractors and so
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narrow down once and for all the framework 
of change, Although it is not of itself 
particularly important to the operation of our 
tractors, this is clearly a topic that will keep 
returning. It is also intended to approach 
Massey-Ferguson to see if there was, in fact, 
some official point at which the TE-A was to 
be fitted with the new front wheel centres.

Since the change to scalloped disc centres 
first affected the front wheels and is identified 
with the fitting of front wheel weights, it is 
permissible to wonder aloud why the change 
was not made at the beginning of TE-20 
production in 1946. Ferguson had left 
America in 1945 and returned to Britain in 
order to set about the TE project. The Ford 
Ferguson 9N was in full production but we 
may not know what design modifications were 
in the pipeline. In view of the deteriorating 
relationship with Henry Ford II and Ferguson’s 
next aims, which were presumably well 
known, it seems not unlikely that the 
modification of the 9N into the 8N was quietly 
begun long before the final break in 1947. 
There seems to be some difference of opinion 
as to whether the first 8N were built in 1947 
or 1948. If it was in 1948 then the famous 
complaint lodged by Ferguson on 8th January 
1948 was pre-emptive rather than reactive. 
Either way, a study of the 8N wheel centres 
is both interesting and instructive for from the 
beginning it had moulded and scalloped front 
discs, drilled to receive wheel weights and 
not unlike the Dexta centres fully ten years 
later. The rear centres were solid.

Although it had always been possible for the 
farmer to drill the centres and fit wheel 
weights to the 9N, the concept of increasing 
weight and therefore compaction, except 
where it was unavoidable to do so, was alien 
to Harry Ferguson’s concept of tractor design 
and usage. As far as the writer can determine. 
Ford Ferguson never listed wheel weights as 
accessories to the 9N, nor were they

subsequently listed to the TE-20 or TE-A 20. 
Even when the scalloped front wheel 
appeared in 1948 it was not drilled to receive 
wheel weights in either side of the Atlantic, 
nor were the early front wheel centres on the 
TE-F.

Perhaps one of our members can say when 
Ferguson front wheel weights did first become 
available. By 1954 they were listed at £6-10-0 
per pair but to this day they are not the easiest 
things to find. This is not to say that the 
principle of front loading or uphill working 
were somehow marginalised: it was simply 
made selective. Wheel weights were 
stipulated for Vineyard models and certain 
implements, for example the G-BE-20 Offset 
Disc Harrow and C-UE-21 Rear Crane. It was 
recommended that the R-JE-20 Dump Skip 
be used on a tractor fitted with the High Lift 
Loader. Ultimately, after the merger, the A- 
TE-129 front mounted Weight Tray was 
introduced to cope with rear loading beyond 
the capacity of front wheel weights.

In the post-war drive for intensified food 
production the trend towards larger, wider, 
longer and therefore heavier mounted 
implements was already well underway, as 
would duly be the trend towards larger, wider 
and heavier tractors to carry them. In the 
meantime, it would be ironic that the light 
Ferguson tractor with its remarkable qualities 
of weight transfer would become a victim of 
its own success.

Edging into a new world where power and 
capacity would dominate the principles of 
cultivation and make serious front end 
loading a permanent feature of arable 
farming, the TE-20 would, if only for a time, 
be asked to do more and more by users either 
unwilling or unable to always keep its front 
end on the ground. It may well be that in the 
8N Ford simply recognised and accepted the 
inevitable before Ferguson.
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GAUGES AND LOW TENSION ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS

We have begun to look at the problem of 
tractor gauges as discussed on page 83 of 
Issue No. 23 and Low Tension electrical 
components. We spoke first with A & G 
Williams, from Clwyd, who break tractors for 
spares and have advertised in the magazine. 
This was their reply:

Dear Mr Cousins,
You will recall that we spoke some time ago 
regarding temperature and oil pressure 
gauges.
On checking the tractors I have here, the 
gauges are really in poor condition so I haven't 
anything decent to offer at the moment, also 
most of them would probably prove difficult 
to remove due to their age plus weathering 
having taken effect.
Sorry, this is not much help but if I can be of 
assistance please let me know.
Regards,

G. W illiam s (1132) 
P.S. it really would be useful if some progress 
could be made on reproducing the gauges.

Although this line of enquiry is disappointing, 
the recovery of gauges, electrical 
components and original wiring clips from 
tractors being scrapped or broken up remains 
the first line of defence. Provided instruments 
have not been invaded by rainwater they are 
worth keeping, either for restoration or a 
source of spares. Regarding the restoration 
of instruments, a firm of specialists who 
advertise within the vintage car world have 
now been approached. One practical 
suggestion is that the Club should establish 
the demand for new dial faces and and then 
price the production of a batch. New dial faces 
would retail to members either for use in their 
own restoration or to accompany the 
instrument to a specialist. The implication of 
this type of production has already been 
discussed briefly with the Old Twenty Parts

Company. What, therefore, is the demand? 
In the meantime, it would help if any member 
who has practical experience in this field or 
the repainting of dial faces in the UK would 
come forward. In fact, there is a need for a 
member to take a particular interest in 
instruments, electrical fittings and 
accessories.
Andrew Margerison (member 1493) is Parts 
Manager with Syd Brown & Sons Ltd, a Rover 
agency in Preston. He has established a 
business dealing with the supply of 
replacement gauges and a selection of 
electrical fittings. The company lends 
enthusiastic support and he is, therefore 
approachable within normal working hours on 
01772 782435 or Fax 01772 784617. Andrew 
can supply the following Ferguson or TE-20 
related items: Side/Head Switch, 6 and 12 v 
Regulator, Change Over Switch, Ignition 
Switch, Ignition Warning Light, Ploughing 
Lamp, Number Plate Lamp and Bracket, 
Butler-type SIde/Tail Lamp, Wiring Diagrams 
and Wiring Looms for the TE-20 Series. He 
also stocks the Radiator Grille and Exhaust 
Shield. There is a replica Ammeter by Lucas 
and Oil Pressure, Temperature and Fuel 
Gauges by Smiths, plus a Smiths Ammeter. 
Alt gauges are 2Vie inch diameter, metal body, 
chrome bezel and the Oil Pressure Gauge 
can be illuminated if desired. Adaptor pipes 
and hose are available. Andrew is very willing 
to do what he can to help members while the 
Club gets this particular act together and it is 
suggested that members approach him direct 
where they are looking to replace 
components.

For the Club’s part, we hope to initiate a series 
of articles in which the original gauge is 
looked at and its refurbishment or 
replacement by the nearest equivalent 
considered. Along the way will be given 
sources of expertise in refurbishment and,
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where they can be located sources of 
reclaimed or overhauled units. Members can 
contribute to such a pool of information. We 
shall make a start at the forthcoming AGM, 
where it is hoped to provide a display of 
gauges and electrical components now 
available and an opportunity to discuss 
problems and make purchases.

It is a curious fact that the instruments and 
electrical components of a vehicle are usually 
the most neglected. Most vehicle failures are 
electrical. One sees outstanding restoration

work spoiled by tatty wiring, some of which 
seems to have been added as an 
afterthought. We tend to take the electrics for 
granted and be a little ignorant about electrical 
matters. There is certainly a need to resume 
the type of article written by John Bradshaw 
before his sudden disappearance from the 
tractor scene for we have been quite unable 
to find or talk to him and his articles on 
electrical matters were excellent. There is also 
a need to expand the Lucas section in the 
Archive to cover documents from Smiths and 
AC.

Specimen Replacement Gauges

The original Lucas ammeter fitment to TE-F20 and FE-35 is 
still available

Close to the original Smiths temperature gauge fitted to the 
TE-D20 but lacks colour banding.

The oil pressure gauge is more difficult with nothing found 
so far close to the AC or simple Smiths colour code. This 
Smiths has the virtue of matching the temperature gauge 
and avoiding the modern oilcan symbol.

52



THE FERGUSON CLUB

M aide n  N ew ton  
D o rc h e s te r

Cladosporium Resinae

From Roger Webb's article on Diesel Virus in 
the last News Letter, it would seem that he is 
afflicted with a particularly troublesome ‘beast’ 
known as ‘Cladosporium resinae’. This is 
actuary a micro-fungus that has been around 
for a long time, and occurs naturally in such 
substances as pine resin.

It first began to get in mans way in the 1950s 
when it started to turn up in jet aircraft fuel 
and aircraft fuel tanks. It thrives in a fuel/water 
mix in most hydrocarbon fuels, building up to 
form thick blackish ‘sludges’ consisting of 
millions of thin fibrous threads. These can 
block fuel pipes, overwhelm filters and, if not 
quickly checked, completely fill fuel tanks. At 
least one HM Warship has been brought to 
an ignominious stop in mid ocean with its fuel 
system completely blocked, and my own ship 
nearly suffered a similar fate after filling up at 
a remote Admiralty fuel store.

A secondary, but never the less irritating 
characteristic of the fungus is that it 
encourages the natural electrolytic imbalance 
between the fuel/water and the material of 
the tank. Electrolytic corrosion sets in which 
will ultimately penetrate the tank wall. One 
test showed that a piece of aluminium foil 
immersed in Cladosporium soup was reduced 
to the texture of Nottingham lace in just over 
a week!

What’s to be done about it? Well there are a 
small number of precautions that can be 
taken, but none of them are 100% effective.

1. Make sure that your source of fuel is as 
clean as possible.

2. Start with a clean dry tank, keep the water 
content of the fuel as low as possible -  not

easy in our humid climate. Keep the fuel 
‘on the move’, empty, flush and fill regularly 
-  this will make it difficult for the fungus to 
gain a foothold even if it is in the fuel. 
Conversely a large, partially full tank which 
sees little movement provides just the sort 
of environment for the fungus to thrive.

3. If the fungus has become established, 
proprietary biocides and additives are 
available to keep the contamination in 
check and lower the water content of the 
fuel. Fine mesh filters (below 2 microns) will 
quickly become clogged, but they are 
invaluable during the filling process to 
exclude much of the water content.

An awareness of the threat coupled with good 
housekeeping should be sufficient to keep our 
tractors running, but take a long hard look at 
your farm bulk tanks and for those of you with 
maritime contacts, be particularly vigilant. It 
is a sad fact that the ‘beast’ is alive and well 
in many maritime bulk storage tanks.

D a v id  N ich o la s  (12 32 )

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  th is  re a lly  v e ry  in te re s t in g  
d ia g n o s is  o f  R o g e r W e b b ’s  re c e n t a fflic tion . 
I t  is  n o w  d iff ic u lt to  re s is t a  s id e w a y s  g la n c e  
w hen  p a s s in g  the  fa rm  fu e l tank. N e g le c t is  
u n d e rs ta n d a b le  - the  ta n k  in te r io r  is  dark, the  
s lu d g e  tra p  b e lo w  tap  le v e l is  in a cce ss ib le  
a n d  th e  fu e l s a m p le  is  c le a r .  S e n s ib le  
p re c a u tio n s  a re  to  fine  f ilte r  a l l fu e l p u t  in to  
the  tra c to r a n d  a t the  s a m e  tim e  c h e c k  the  
s e d im e n t traps  fo r  w a te r con tam in a tion .

NOT A LOT OF 
PEOPLE KNOW THAT

T here exist musical pieces specially 

com p osed  in  h o n o u r o f  Harry 

Ferguson and the Ferguson tractor.
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THE FERGUSON STARTER SWITCH 
REVISITED

D e n n is  F ie ld  re fe rs  to  the  a rtic le  on  F e rgu son  
S ta rte r  p ro b le m s  in  Issu e  No. 2 3 :
I was very interested to see that other people 
have experienced starter switch problems. 1 
have repaired many of these in my time and 
have had much pleasure in removing and 
discarding key-operated starter solenoids that 
have been fitted to Fergies as an alternative.
I see from the drawing that the disc and 
contact shoes are brass. I have only ever seen 
copper ones and the type of switch referred 
to in your notes, Lucas ST 18, which is so easy 
to undo. The following comments might be of 
use to some members.
I have found that invariably the copper disc 

and the two shoes on the pins have become 
burnt. This can be rectified as per the article 
by Peter Phillips. However, I have found that 
on reassembly, occasionally the two contacts 
do not protrude sufficiently for the disc to 
connect them properly. It is a very simple 
matter to cut two D shaped pieces of 
Vellumoid of the required thickness, punch a 
hole in each and use them as spacers. The 
seals between the retaining nuts and washers 
and the bakelite section are normally perished 
and I have found that the correct size “O” ring 
works a treat. Talking of the bakelite section, 
the last switch I had to repair came off a TED, 
which had the lug inside the distributor rotor 
broken, and the driver had leant on the gear 
lever “S” position until the bakelite was 
scorched and disintegrated. I tried 
unsuccessfully to get another switch, so I had 
to resort to what is known in this country as 
‘N Boer maak ’n plan’(A farmer makes a plan).
I obtained a small piece of very hard wood 
and cut and drilled it to the right size. It works 
like a charm.

D e n n is  F ie ld  
N ata l, S o u th  A fr ica

THE LAMBOURN TRACTOR CABS

W ith  a l l the  re c e n t In te re s t in  tra c to r cabs, 
th a n k  y o u  N e il B ro o k s  (17 7 0 ) fro m  S toke , 
n e a r  A n d o ve r, fo r  se n d in g  in  co p ie s  o f  h is  
re c e n tly  a c q u ire d  m a te r ia l on  the  L a m b o u rn  
cab s  to  f it  TE-20, F E -3 5  a n d  M F -6 5  tractors. 
These se e m  to ha ve  b e en  the m o s t u se d  cabs  
in  th is  p a r t  o f  S u ffo lk  a n d  w e h a ve  on e  fitte d  
to  a  F o rd s o n  D e xta . The  o th e r  c o m m o n ly  
fo u n d  c a b  h e re  w a s  the  V ic to r S to rm guard .

It is  d iff ic u lt fo r  th is  g e n e ra tio n  to a p p re c ia te  
w h a t a n  a d van ce , e ve n  luxu ry , the se  ca n va s  
cab s  re p re s e n te d  w hen  th e y  f irs t appe a red . 
In th is  p a r t  o f  E a s t A n g lia  w ith  its  b itin g  E a s t 
a n d  N E  W in te r w inds, th e y  w ere  lite ra lly  fitte d  
in  th o u s a n d s . In  d u e  c o u rs e  th e y  w e re  
re p la c e d  b y  the  L a m b o u rn  S a fe ty  C ab  a n d  
m o s tly  s c ra p p e d  b y  the  thousand . The  n e w  
S a fe ty  C a b  w as, o f  c o u rs e , a ls o  c a n v a s  
based , la te r  PVC.

It s ta n d s  o u t th a t tra c to rs  k e p t fo r  ra llies , 
sh o w s  etc. se ldo m , i f  ever, se e m  to  b e  fitte d  
w ith  c o n te m p o ra ry  c a b s  y e t  th e y  a re  ve ry  
re le v a n t ite m s  b o th  in  the  s h o w p ie c e  a n d  
w o rk p la c e . T h e ir  c o n s e rv a t io n  d e p e n d s  
e n tire ly  upon  in te re s t a n d  d e m a n d  and, be in g  
e s se n tia lly  fra il in  con s tru c tio n  term s, it  w o u ld  
b e  a p i t y  i f  th e y  s im p ly  d is a p p e a re d  o r  
b e c a m e  e x c e e d in g ly  rare . A lre ad y , th e y  a re  
n o t the  e a s ie s t th in g s  to  find.

It is  b e lie v e d  th a t re p la c e m e n t ca n va s  ho od s  
a n d  s id e  sc re e n s  a re  s till a va ila b le . W ou ld  
s o m e o n e  like  to  c o n firm  th is  a n d  in d ic a te  the  
s o u rc e  o f  s u p p ly ?  W a s  m e ta l w o rk  o n  
L a m b o u rn  C a b s  in v a ria b ly  p a in te d  b lu e ?

W e w o u ld  a ls o  b e  p le a s e d  to  p u b l is h  
c o n te m p o ra ry  m a te r ia l o n  th e  L a m b o u rn  
S a fe ty  C a b s  m a n u fa c tu re d  fo r  th e  T E -2 0  
S eries , 3 5  a n d  65.
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FR A M E O F  STEEL CO NSTRUCTION 
CO VERED W ITH RE IN FO R C ED  

H EAV YW EIGHT R O T-PRO O F CO VER 
QUICKLY DETACHA BLE DOORS 

W INDSCREEN AND PANELS FITTED  W ITH SA FETY  GLASS 
IN PA TEN T RUBBER SURROUNDS.

Ferguson J5  3-c>l. LT C /11/3  
iFor model.s with safety fenders LTC/45)

All tab s  are supplied in kno:k-down 

tondition and tan  be assembled and 

fitted to tractor in 2 to 4  hours. Insirut- 

tion leallet sent with each cab.

The canvas hood and side screens can 

be removed or re-fitted to the frame

work in a matter of minutes which is 

most useful in showery warm weather.

Easy access to driving seal.

Exceptional visibility all round.

A roll up rear curtain, also electric 

windscreen wiper are available as 
extras.

Comfortable in all weathers.

No dniniming or vibration.

Ferguson 65. LTC /23
(For models with safely fenders LTC /46)

SEE O V ER L EA F FO R FU LL RA NG E OF 

I.A M BOU RN/M ASSEY-FERGUSON CABS
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Farmers Wise—Eco7iomise 

WET TIME SAVED-MONEY MADE
W ITH TH E

LAMBOURN TRACTOR CAB

Quickly adaptable for ail 
weathers. Open sided for 
summer, fully enclosed 
for winter in a matter of 
minutes.

G O O D  VISIBILITY.

NO DRUM M ING,

TH RO U G H  YOUR DEALER: Gives complete protec
tion to the driver and 
ensures more working 
hours for your tractor.

EASILY FITTED .

EASILY REM OVED.

Carriage Paid Prices for Lambourn Cabs for Massey-Ferguson Tractors:
Pluc n t l  ca rr iiig c  s u rch a rc r o f  £1 p« r r» b  fo r  E ire  and U ls te r.

C ab R ef. 
N o . ly p e  o f  T ra c to r

Price 
£ s d En try P o s ition , ele.

L T C /IO Ferguson T E  Pe tro l. T V O  and Diesel 31 IS 0 Rear
L T C / l l - 3 Ferguson 35 3 cy lind e r 31 IS (1 Rear
l , T C / I I - 3 I . A ’ Ferg iixon 35 3-cy lind e r w ith  M i l .  Loader 35 15 0
I .T C / I I - 3 L B Ferguson 35 3 -cv lin d e r w ith  H o rn d ra u lic  58 

o r M-)= 735 L o ad er ............................... 35 15 0 Rear and d ll o r on 1. H . side
I . T C / l l - d Ferguson 35 4  cy lind e r .31 15 0 Rear and d o o r on L  11. side
U C / M - 4 I . A * Ferguson 35 4 c y lin d e r iv ilh  M iL  Louder . - 35 IS 0 Rear and d o o r on L  H - side
L T C / I I - 4 L B 1-ergtisrn! 35 4-cy lm de r w ith  H o rn d ra u lic  58 

o r  M -F  735 lo a d e r  ............................. 35 15 n Rear and do or on 1. H side
I.T C /4 3 Ferguson 25 (825F) . . . . 33 i n 0 Rear rind d o o r on L . l)  side
I.T C /2 3 Ferguson 65 M k . 1 and II 33 10 0 Rear and do or on I..H . Side
l , lC /2 3 f .C Ferguson 65 w ith  M -F  735 Loader . 37 10 0 Rear and d o o r on L .H . Side
I.T C /4 S * Ferguson 35 (.Safely Fenders) w ith  M -F  73.5 31 IS 0 Rear and d o o r on L . l l .  side
I.T C /4 5 I .B Ferguson 35 (Safety le n d e rs ) w ith  l lo r n -  

d ra ii l ic  5(81 o r M - f  735 L o ad er . . 35 IS u Rear and d o o r on I..H . side
l.T C /4 6 Ferguson 63 (Safety Fenders) 33 to 0 Rear and do or on C . l l .  side
) .T C /4 6 I . r F e rp us iiii 65 (S afe ly  Fenders) w ith  M -F  735 

1 iiad e r ............................ 37 to n Rear and do or on L .H . side

W ith  M U -  M msIlt  l.o a d c r use s liin d a fil e.ib.
Extras ava ilab le : E le c tric  Screen W ip e r in  place o f  st'.ind:iril H and W ip er 

R o ll up  Rear C u rta in  a ll m odels . .

DEAl .ER'S l i V T I N G  CHAKCiFS E X I K A .  

M A N U FA CIU R EU S:

£.1 12 6
£2 10 0

LAMBOURN ENGINEERING LTD.
LAMBOURN. NEWBURY.
Tel: Laiiibflurii 211 (5 lines)

BERKSHIRE
Grams: Laitigar

*  SON
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AN EARLY TO-20

1948 T O -2 0  S e ria l No. 2 1 6  E n g in e  No. Z 120 1 0 0 1 4 1  

D a v id  L o ry  w rite s  fro m  W iscon s in :

I think that restoring the 1948TO-20 #216 will bean interesting project. It is my goal to restore 
it to the shape it would have been on the farm in the 40s and 50s as all of my tractors are used 
on the farm. Do you know of anyone who owns a similar tractor? E dito r. U n fo rtuna te ly , we  
c a n n o t a s  y e t  e x tra c t th is  k in d  o f  in fo rm a tio n  from  o u r  c o m p u te r reco rd . C a n  a n y o n e  h e ip ?  
D a v id  c o n tin u e s :

The Flexitiller in the photo is the only one I have ever seen. The type numbers P-BO-20 put it 
in the class of a disc plough. I was surprised that the TO-20 could pick it up without any 
problems. I wish that I could think of a use for it to see how it works but it needs a good 
cleaning first.

Editor. This 3  in  1 im p le m e n t is  tho ugh t to ha ve  b e en  
in tro d u c e d  so m e tim e  in  1955 u n d e r th e  F e rg u so n  
D iv is io n  la b e l w ith in  the  M a sse y -H a rr is -F e rg u so n  
group. It  do es  n o t se e m  to  ha ve  b e en  co n ve n tio n a lly  
lis te d  a n d  e ve n  n o w  s e e m s  to b e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  
u n kn o w n  a n d  rare . Th is  p a rt ic u la r  exam p le , w ith  its  
s ix  2 3  in c h  c u ta w a y  d iscs , w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a 
s ta n d a rd  a s s e m b ly  fo r  p a s tu re  re n ova tion , m e d iu m  
t il la g e  a n d  d is c in g  in  ta ll, h e a v y  w e e d  g ro w th . 
C u ta w a y  d isk  d e s ig n  im p ro v e d  p e n e tra tio n  a n d  w as  
m ore  e ffec tive  in  d e a lin g  w ith  trash a n d  un de rg row th  
a n d  h a d  b e e n  a v a ila b ie  o n  c o n v e n t io n a l d is c  
h a rro w s  fo r a  n u m b e r o f  yea rs .

W e in te n d  to  fe a tu re  a n  a rtic le  on  th e  F le x itille r  o r  
M o d e l P -B O -2 0  D is c  T ille r, to  g iv e  it  its  c o rre c t  
nam e, in  a  fu tu re  issu e . In  th e  m e a n tim e , d o e s  
a n yo n e  kn o w  i f  th is  im p le m e n t w as e v e r im p o rte d  
in to  th is  co u n try?
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Early TO-20 Plate and Castings Data

1948 T 0 ’2 0  #216 . C a s tin g  m a rks  a re  u p s id e  d o w n  on  tra n sm iss io n  a n d  re a r  
a x le  hous ings .

R ig h t h a n d  tru m p e t hous ing . P re s u m a b ly  th is  is  4 th  O c to b e r 1948.
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THE DT 7000 TRACTOR

M r T. W. E sp ie , C irc u la r R oad, M on eym o re , Co. L o nd on de rry , a fa m ilia r  figu re  
w ith  h is  1958 M a s s e y  F e rg u so n  D T  7000 fo u r w h e e l d rive  trac to r, b u ilt  in  Ita ly. 
W illiam  w o u ld  a p p re c ia te  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  on  th is  m ach in e , R e g : C R W  97 6C  
ch a s s is  No. 2 0 5 0 0 3 3  E n g  No. 2 9 8 1 3 0 9  P h o to : F a rm w e e k

L e a m in g to n  S pa  
W arw icksh ire

On page 53 of the current newsletter Mr Espie is asking for information on his DT 
7000 tractor. This is a Landini tractor produced in Fabbrico, Italy and sold in M-F colours 
to certain countries (not the U.K.). It is registered in 1965 at Coventry (CRW) and was 
used at the M-F Training Centre, Stoneleigh (Stareton) for overseas courses - 1 drove 
it myself! It would more than likely have been sold at one of M-F’s dispersal sales to 
dealers, either to Dobsons of Kendal or into Northern Ireland through Thompson-Reid 
to a sub-deaier like McElderry’s, or even Thompson-Reid at Londonderry. Landini (in 
blue original livery) are sold in Eire so it may have come through M-F when they had 
their own distribution in Dublin. I would suspect it is younger than 1958 but if Mr Espie 
gets in contact I can tell him how to check through Landini in Italy.
Yours sincerely,

J. C h ris  C lack

E d ito r. C h ris  C la c k ’s  te le p h o n e  n u m b e r is  on  pa ge168 .
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THE STANDARD MOTOR COMPANY PROTOTYPE TRACTOR
by Michael Thome

Having been asked by John Cousins to write an article about the Standard Motor Co. Prototype 
Tractor (No. 70 in the Coldridge Collection) I should mention that this idea was triggered off 
by Lawrence Jamieson passing to John two or three photographs I had casually sent to 
Lawrence about 15 months ago.

I bought the tractor in February 1994 from 
David Lockhart who had shown me 
photographs of it at The Ferguson Club AGM 
of 1993. In fact he sold me one and a half 
tractors, being the remaining part of a pair of 
prototypes that were produced in 1958 by 
Standard. Also in with the deal were some 
photographs David had obtained from the 
archives of The British Motor Industry 
Heritage Trust. These show this tractor 
undergoing trials both ploughing and forage 
harvesting. There are others in the set 
showing various m ock-ups that were 
produced by the Styling Department at 
Standards.
The background information that I have been 
able to glean from various sources indicates

that the concept to produce a pair of prototype 
tractors in 1958 stemmed from the fact that 
Harry Ferguson had decided to sell out to 
Massey Harris. The deal also included the 
Banner Lane production facility owned by the 
Standard Motor Co. However, it seems that 
Standard retained the production plant for 
their 23c diesel engine. Massey-Harris- 
Ferguson were showing in terest in 
purchasing F. Perkins of Peterborough, so it 
must have been obvious to the production 
planners at Standard that their 23c engine 
would be phased out in Massey Ferguson 
tractors i.e. 35 range and replaced by a 
Perkins unit and we all know that this is what 
happened. So they embarked on the obvious 
expedient of trying to sell their 23c engine to
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Other motor vehicle manufacturers, 
especially Allis Chalmers for their 
ED40 tractor. Also, I believe they 
were installed in an ungoverned 
form in very many London Taxis and 
in their own Triumph Atlas Van. I also 
understand they were fitted in the 
Jen Tug -  a small arctic tractor 
similar in concept to the Scammell 
Iron Horse.

To outline some of the features of 
this tractor: the bonnet is obviously 
derived from Ferguson stock but it 
is interesting to note that the slats 
of the grille are pressed from one 
sheet rather than the individual 
pressings that make up the normal 
T20 grille. The 23c engine has 
heater plugs in each cylinder unlike 
most 35’s fitted with this engine, 
although Massey-Harris-Ferguson 
did offer this option on tractors sold 
to North America. The clutch is two 
stage, similar to normal MHF35 
design but the parts are not exactly 
interchangeable. The gear box is 
four speed and reverse with a Hi and Low 
selection all on the same level. There is a start 
position with switch to ensure that the starter 
solenoid cannot operate with a gear selected.

Hydraulics offer both draft and position 
control, again operated with one level, 
selection of mode being determined by which 
quadrant the lever moves in -  a nifty idea. 
There are various tappings for external 
service selected by their own valves. The rear 
axle is like the gear box, very over engineered 
and is similar in layout to the MF35 but is 11" 
wide between the axle trumpets whereas the 
MF65 is 9".

The brakes are dry discs again, similar to 
MF65 but not exactly the same. The PTO is 
of two speed design but only live in slow

speed, an interesting combination. The 
steering system is an interesting one and I 
speculate designed to get around HF patents 
in that it does not have a double drop arm but 
it does have twin steering rods as per TE20 
& 35. The solution to this situation was 
achieved by Standard’s using a Ford steering 
with single drop arm to articulate a lever that 
passes through a gap in the transmission 
housing, being centrally pivoted and joined 
first to the drag link by a very short rod. The 
horizontal lever also converts to the steering 
rods and henceforth it is essentially Ferguson, 
as is the front axle beam, but with repositioned 
radius arm fixing points. In the rear axle 
casing, marked Stanpart 00003 and carrying 
the Bean logo {Bean cars having been taken 
over by Standard Motor Co. long ago were 
relegated to producing castings for Standard),
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there is provision for a linkage system to 
operate a differential lock but in the crown 
wheel assembly no facility for this exists. 
Obviously they were planning ahead! The 
mudguards are directly for a Ford Dexta. The 
seat is MHF35. Tyre size: 11-28 Rear, 600x 
16 Front.

After this pair of prototypes were produced, 
Standard went on to produce two which were 
totally different apart from utilising the 23c 
engine and having the same tyre sizes. These 
featured a forward and reverse shuttle, a 
conventional steering layout and more stylish 
bodywork. One is owned by Robert Crawford.

The story goes that the first two prototypes 
were sold by Standard Motor Co. to a scrap 
dealer in the Midlands but on the way back to 
his yard he sold them to a facto ry in 
Wolverhampton. At a later date these two 
tractors were sold to a Farmer Dickson in 
Shropshire who had the tractors in use for 
twelve years and laid up for three years. They 
obviously worked very hard, for the engine of 
the remaining tractor was not only very worn 
but had a broken crank case before it was 
restored in the Winter/Spring of 1995. It 
should be noted that the gear box showed 
very little sign of wear, a credit to the design 
of the Standard Engineers.

The information I have set out is to the of my 
understanding and I stand to be corrected and 
enlightened further. Anyone interested in 
viewing this tractor and having a drive has 
only to make an appointment. Please feel free 
to contact me on 01363 83600. I have about 
30 Ferguson, MFs and some other odd ball 
tractors.

Michael Thorne.

Editor. Many thanks for this most interesting 
article. If any members can add to Mike 
Thorne ’s inform ation w ill they please  
communicate so that we may follow up. All 
correspondence will be forwarded to him. It 
seems that Allis Chalmers did not have to 
redesign the 23c cylinder head for their 
tractor!

mmx
CABS

For F E R G U S O N  £44. l5/< 
F O R D S O N  M A JO R  £42. lO;-

Conversion Set - for Ferguson 
F.E.35 Tractor £ 4 ,1 0 / - ,

P rices incIusiTe o f  d e live ry  to  neiirest^ 
ra llw a r  (G oods) s ta tio n . W r ite  

fo r  fu r th e r  de ta ils , s ta tiitc  
m ake  o f  tra c to r.

SCOTTISH AVIATION
A l K H O R i  A ' K S H i f - r

Do you know your

FERGIE FACTS?

4. Harry Ferguson demonstrated the 
Ferguson System to at least two 
men we know as US Presidents. 
Who were they?

5. Which Ferguson implement has 
Code No. PA-EE-20?

6. How much did a Model A cost new?

7. Massey Ferguson red is Massey- 
Harris red. Or is it?

Answers on page 96
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SECTION 2 -  IMPLEMENTS
REAR MOUNTED MOWER 5A-EE-B20

(subsequently 775 Rear Mounted 
Mower)

Follow ing Mr H allw orth ’s letter and 
photographs in Newsletter No. 23 (page 42) 
an anonymous correspondent kindly sent in 
notes on how to set it up. Unfortunately, 
photocopying had made them illegible in 
parts. We still have Mr Hallworth’s close up 
photographs, which, when properly 
annotated, could be used to illustrate an 
article on the fitting and adjustment of this 
rather complicated implement. If our unknown 
correspondent will make himself known we 
might come to an arrangement.

In the meantime, we are now able to supply 
from the archive a photocopy of the original 
Instruction Book, in which case please 
approach Alan Dunderdale.

Dingwall 
Ross Shire 

01349 861128
Dear Mr Cousins,
I am writing to you regarding the article in the 
latest Newsletter of the Ferguson Club about 
the Mower 5A-EE-B20 and the need for 
someone to help in setting up same. I worked 
these mowers for many years and found them 
to be good working machines once set up. If 
I can be of any help to you let me know, I 
have the Instruction Book on this mower 
which I can send on if required.
Yours faithfully

John MacLennan (1726)
Editor.
This offer is much appreciated and will be 
taken up when we get this particular act 
together. In the meantime if  any o f our 
Scottish members would like to avail 
themselves of John MacLennan's kind offer 
will they please get in touch with him direct.

SPRING TOOTH HARROW

K-BE-A21 and K-BE-A31

With reference to Ferguson Club Newsletter 
Issue No 23 Winter 1995/96, page 31 re the 
above, one of my books gives information 
about a two section version and a three 
section version.
The two section version has 17 tines and 26 
tines for the three section version.
Reading the artic le  in th is Newsletter 
prompted me to investigate further a set of 
harrows offered to me a year ago. When I saw 
them recently, to my surprise they were the 
two section harrows. Quite a lot of work is 
required on these harrows in order to restore 
them to working order but the farmer said I 
could have them for £7.50 which I felt I could 
not refuse. Also I have the later spring tine 
harrows, the 714, in the two section form and 
the three section form which I think were a 
Massey-Harris harrows converted to a 
Ferguson 3 point linkage version after the 
merger. I also understand they made trailed 
models of 17, 26 or 35 tines. We use the 3 
section 714 model for levelling land in 
conjunction with a MF520 18ft wide disc 
harrows.
I should also like to hear of anyone with 
instruction books and parts books for these 
models.
I didn’t have any response re accessories 
from the last Newsletter on the Independent 
Gang Steerage Hoe - If anyone can help here 
It would be appreciated. Harold Beer

And in America

David Lory writes to say he has examples of 
the two section K-BO-A21 and three section 
K-BO-A31 Spring Tooth Harrow, with 17 and 
25 teeth respectively. He also refers to the 
earlier, towed KBO-20 two section version 
which was listed by Ford-Ferguson and also 
had 17 teeth. Was there a UK equivalent?
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BOWDENS TRACTOR PLOUGH

In view of the part played by the Ford Eros 
and Fordson F tractors in developing the 
Ferguson plough, we ask our members to 
help Mr Lulham if they are able to do so. 
Unfortunately the photograph would not re
print. The report is from Richard Heal.

Bowdens (2 Furrow) Reversible Plough, 
Circa1925

Recently found by the present owner in North 
Devon.
There were many types of horsedrawn 
reversible plough in the past but this may be 
reckoned to be one of the very first examples 
towards the manufacture of a mechanically 
mounted reversible, coupled directly to a 
Fordson ‘F’ tractor in the early part of the 
century and before the advent of hydraulics. 
Suspended by chains at the front and back, 
raised out of work by means of winding by 
hand a large wheel to the left of the driver, 
allowing the plough to be turned from left to 
right ready for ploughing in the opposite 
direction.
Seen at a working demonstration during the 
recent “STEP BACK IN TIME” Rally held at 
Staple Cross in Sussex on August 4th-5th, in 
blistering heat in the very hard going up a 
steep gradient. Indeed a worthy and very 
interesting entrant.
Any readers who may have come across such 
a plough or has any info., please contact: Mr 
C. Lulham, Tottingworth Home Farm, 
Broadoak, Heathfield, East Sussex. TN21 
8XH Tel: 01435 883452

THE CULVERWELL SACK LIFTER

Mr R. D. Nesbit writes:
Banbury,

Oxon
I was browsing through the Newsletter Issue 
No. 23 and came across the interesting article 
on page thirty four relating to the ‘ Non 
Ferguson” Sack lifter. I have just had one of 
these sack lifters given to me by a local farmer 
and it still has the maker’s plate on it:

E O Culverwell Ltd 
Lewes Sussex 
Machine No. 1736

It needs a little restoration to the metal tube 
frame to get the full strength back into it, that 
will be done in the near future.
I will be sending photographs in due course.

Ed. This equipment has generated such 
interest that I have now written to Culverwells!

Elrickle
Lanarkshire

Another ‘Non-Ferguson’ Sack Lifter

Regarding non-Ferguson Sack-Lifters, I have 
a sack lifter made by Roberts, or McRoberts 
at Crief, near Perth, which works well on either 
the Ferguson 20 or 35.
Yours sincerely,

John Gibson

FERGUSON
S ID E-DEUVERY

R A K E
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RIDGER R-DE-20 AND POTATO PLANTER NON CHITTED SEED PPE-20

I bought a Potato Planter P-PE-20 Number 549 mounted on a Ridger R-DE-20 Number 47919. 
It had been thrown together using any bolts which must have come to hand. I think it must be 
an early model not only by the number but on the Potato Hopper there is a small plaque 
stating PATENT APPLIED FOR instead of the more usual patent plate.

As can be seen from the photographs, the 
potato Chutes have to bolt onto the front edge 
of the Ridger frame and not on the back of 
this, as on the later models. This presents two 
problems: A). It gives limited adjustment for 
width of the Ridger and B). The lower link pins 
have to face inwards.
The Potato Hopper was bolted straight onto 
the bolt of the Ridger below the top link holes, 
i.e. the ‘Y’ shaped bracket and balance spring 
are missing.
I have made one up as per photograph. I also 
have the other seat and the Bell wheel. 
Would anyone like to comment on this and if 
you have one or a photograph I would be 
pleased to hear from YOU.

Dave Weeks 
Cumbria representative.
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Editor:
With these Chute assemblies 
this appears to be a straight
forward P-PE'20 type Planter.
Figure 15, which is taken from 
an early Instruction Book, 
illustrates the point David 
Weeks makes about their 
normal location within the 
Ridger Frame assemblies.
Figure 21 provides Chute 
Assem bly and C oulter 
Assembly detail, compare the 
chute with the second  
photograph.
The first impulse is to assume 
that Chute deflectors o f a 
different pattern to the norm 
have been made up so that the 
Chutes can be mounted in 
front of the Ridger Frame. A study of the 
deflector in Photo 2 shows it to be so well 
made up as to be original. The P-PE-B20 
Planter we all know had undergone a number 
o f quite  rad ica l changes, notably the 
modification of the early hopper to one in 
which the floor centre was made ridged. But 
the Chute feeds were also moved back, inside 
the hopper, to make seed transfer more 
efficient. This required the supporting  
structures to be re-arranged and the outer 
ridger bodies re-located. Here, the hopper is 
o f o f the earlie r pattern  but the yoke  
connecting to the upper mounting may be 
taken from a late pattern Balance Spring 
Assembly. This has presum ably been 
modified deliberately to work with Position 
Control on a FE-35 or another tractor. The 
seat is correct but should be mounted on the 
leading tool bar frame, using the chain peg 
hole. The tool bar is set up for 30 inch ridges 
and the Chutes set to equate but they are 
incapable of significant adjustment. Tractor 
track width must be set to 60 inches and it 
has to be wondered if the coulters will foul 
the tractor on lifting and turning.

Fig. 21

We are in a sense conditioned to expect the 
later development, the P-PE-B20 Planter, 
which is commonly to be found on farm and 
at events. David has acquired the substantial 
remains of an original PPE-20 Potato Planter, 
the setting up of which will make no sense if 
the subsequent P-PE-B20 layout is 
attempted. The line drawing will explain. This 
is taken from the front cover of the 1955 Parts 
List but bears little relationship to the contents.
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Uncompromisingly mounted in front of the 
leading tool bar frame and virtually incapable 
o f adjustment, the Chutes s it between 
Extensions P-PE-A 7842 fixed at hopper width 
and long enough to project forward and carry 
a transverse sub-frame. This boxes in the 
Chutes, receives the Front Struts and permits 
the Link-pins to point correctly. The wide 
cultivator points fitted to the Chutes are 
capable of adjustment but would require more 
tractor power to overcome their drag. The 
outer ridging bodies on the tool bar have their 
Beams reversed so as to bring all shares 
level. Was this planter designed to operate

at fixed centres and split ridges in the old way 
and, therefore, found to be inflexible and too 
slow? Did the transfer of weight in raising the 
implement overload the front ends of the 
extensions? Above all, were the operators too 
near the tractor wheels for comfort and 
safety? W hatever the reasons fo r the 
changes made, David has acquired an 
interesting planter, which he will presumably 
now restore as a PPE-20 and tell us about in 
due course. If he wants to see it in operation 
he will find it on page 42 (bottom) and 43 (top 
and bottom) of Booth & Condie’s book, The 
New Ferguson Album.

T O Y  T R A C T O R THE OLD

FAIR T W E N T Y  PARTS

Springfield , 
Nr Spald in g

COM PAN Y

-  OPEN D A Y -13th  April 1997
2 3 r d  M a r c h  1997

v isit Ian & Anne Halstead The Club w ill have a stall thereNo age limit Members are welcome
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IMPROVING THE SAFE OPERATION OFTHE A-LE-19 AND A-LE-A20 
CORDWOOD SAW

by Roger Webb

Having friends who have removed various bits of their anatomy (mainly digits) by too close a 
liaison with the circular saw, I viewed the restored cordwood saw of mine with some 
apprehension.
Initial trials involved someone else using it (Ed.!!) while I watched and the consensus of 
opinion was that it was an extremely useful implement but left a lot to be desired where safety 
was concerned. My friend, operator in the photographs and Ferguson club member, Howard 
Pearson, devised some improvements. First of all, it was noticed that severed logs piled up 
against the exposed blade and from time to time contact was made and logs shot across the 
field like howitzer shells so additional guards were made and fitted.

The top half of the guard is fixed by 4 x Vs" AF bolts and the bottom half is hinged but in 
addition has a 4" x 1 Vg" slot in the bottom to let sawdust and bits of twigs out. The pulley as 
shown in the photograph has a large guard which is very reassuring to the operator. If a log 
jams the blade, one has to sprint round to the PTO lever and shove it out of gear before the 
belt bursts into flames but this happens very rarely as we generally have the engine running 
fairly briskly and the blade ‘hums’ in characteristic fashion. I may fit a cord or rod from the fuel 
shut off lever to the side of the saw as a primitive ‘emergency stop’ in due course.
Yes, he is wearing spectacles, his cuffs are buttoned and the ground space is clear AND the 
sweater is anchored onto the seat.
The saw is invaluable and I wouldn’t be without it. Logs up here, by the way are £40.00 per 
tonne delivered as at September 1996.
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A-LE-A20/MF 720 

Cordwood Saw

Editor. This appears to be the earlier A-LE-19 
model with angular guard (and wider diameter 
pulley?). Designed operating speed is 1200
rpm (saw speed). Ferguson did eventually produce a fitting kit to guard the drive belt. Later, 
a special guard against belt breakage was incorporated into the frame.

Note how the belt guard extends well forward
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THE D-BE-28SUB-SOILER IN AMERICA

David Lory writes from Wisconsin about the 
Sub-Soiler article in issue No. 23:

I also found the article on the Ferguson D- 
BE-28 Sub-Soiler very interesting. As you can 
see from my implement list I have a parts 
manual for this and until several weeks ago I 
was confused about the Type letters in this 
implement because it was the only one that 
did not include an O. That was until I found 
and bought a D-BE-28 #7767 at a local 
auction for $80. Sub-soilers were not much 
used in my area so I was real happy to have 
a chance to buy one. As soon as I saw the 
tag on the sub-soiler I realised the E was 
because it had been made in England. This 
is the only implement 1 know which was 
imported from England. Do you know of 
others? Why was it imported? There must 
have been enough of them imported to have 
a manual made up for it. Any information 
would be interesting.

1 believe the sub-surface tille r is what 
Ferguson had available before the D-BE-28 
was imported. It is the closest implement that 
I have seen to the sub-soiler. 1954 is the 
earliest date 1 have for the D-BO-22 subsoiler. 
So I think that from 1947 to 1954 the D-BE- 
28 was the only one available. If we had serial 
numbers and we knew when they were 
bought it might give us a better idea. Please 
keep in mind that every day I am learning how 
much I do not know about all Ferguson related 
items. So if you know more than I do please 
let me know as it will not hurt my feelings.

Editor. Such is the complexity of the Ferguson 
implement range I am sure we all share 
David Lory’s last sentiment. The problem is 
that it is sometimes difficult to follow the 
development, introduction and progressive 
modification, not necessarily of the same 
implement but of the succession of variations

fulfilling the same function. Very often one 
has to infer the date of a document or allot a 
time bracket within which it was probably 
introduced or modified. The Sub-Soiler or in 
America, the Subsoiler is a good example of 
the problem.

The DO-93 Sub-Surface Tiller available 
during the Ford-Ferguson era was not really 
a sub-soiler. With its three beams and weed 
eradication capability it could only work down 
to a depth of 6 inches and that only in suitable 
soils. Its preferred working would be similar 
to the steerage hoe.
Following the start of TO-20 production in 
October 1948, Ferguson listed the U-117 
Towner Sub-soiler, which was fitted to a 
Towner Utility Hitch and Tool Bar. Although 
primarily a subsoiler, the knife section coulter 
could be fitted with a beet blade and/or 
weeding attachment for sub-surface work. It 
is not known if this was available after 1950. 
Although the date of D-BE-28 production in 
England is not yet known, it began before 
September 1950. It is now known that it was 
listed in America in 1950 at the same time 
as and alongside the U-117 and imported in 
sufficient quantities to justify the subsequent 
local printing of the Parts Book as late as 
1955. Presumably it soon replaced the U-117.

Prior to 1954 and possibly 1953, Harry 
Ferguson Inc., introduced the new D-BO-22 
Subsoiler, perhaps so numbered because, 
although like the D-BE-28 its optimum  
working depth was 18 inches, it was claimed 
it could in suitable conditions work to 22 
inches. Its long , knife section, reversible 
beam coulter arm was pivot mounted onto 
the drawbar at its centre and the toplink was 
te lescopic. A tube and cable laying  
attachment was available (in Australia there 
was also a mole drainer attachment which 
could be used to lay flexible pipe and cable)
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and in its new form the Subsoiler continued 
through to the Massey-Ferguson era. In all, 
a complicated and as yet very incomplete 
history of what is, after all, probably the 
simplest Ferguson tillage implement.

We do not know what other English-built 
implements were regularly exported to 
America. But if there were any, they may well 
have Included the Potato Planter In its various 
forms. If the D-BE-28 Sub-Soiler is the 
exception necessary to prove the rule there 
must have been a considerable market 
demand. Perhaps our o ther American  
members would care to comment.

TE-20 Series

Implement Manufacturers

Add to makers listed in Newsletter 
No. 23 (page 30):

Scottish Mechanical Light 
Industries Ltd 

Scotinec Works 
Ayr
Scotland 

-  hammer mills

FERGUSON CLUB

FIRESIDE
PUZZLE

There are 38 words or 
groups of letters relevant to 
our interest (and maybe 
morel).

Some can be put together 
to make descriptions we 
would recognise. Flow 
many of each can you find?

All words and letters are in 
a straight line and all are 
consecutive.

Answers on page 124.

s D A V I D B R 0 w N R
Y L R E M I T R E V 0 I
s L 0 A L E D 0 M T S G
T I N E F H I T C H U I
E R 0 s L T E A P T G D
M D A 0 I C R N 0 I R V
H D w I N T 0 A I L E I
A E H L K V A N N L F R
R E s c 0 0 P A T E D T
R s A L A M P B A R R u
Y L A S R E V I N U 0 A
B E K A H s D N A H F L
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M-UE-40 HIGH LIFT LOADER

St Mabyn. Bodmin, Cornwall
Dear Mr Cousins,
Thankyou for the information that you came up with on request regarding the different serial 
numbers allocated to Ferguson High Lift Loaders, matters are now a lot clearer concerning 
my own machine.

Enclosed is a photograph of my own tractor and loader taken at the 1996 Trewethern rally In Cornwall 
on July 6th, where I was lucky enough to win bestTE-20 in class and receive a cup sponsored by Mole 
Valley Farmers. I feel that an award like this makes all the hard work more than worthwhile.
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Also enclosed are photographs of a TED-20 of 1950 owned by my boss, at work planting and 
hoeing flat bowl cabbages. We use it each year to perform these duties. The bodywork is quite 
tatty, but mechanically the tractor is in perfect running order, running as well on TVO as it 
does on petrol.

At the present moment I am negotiating the swap of my Ferguson 2 furrow plough for a 
Ferguson Fertiliser spinner, quite a rare machine I am told. I’ll let you know how I get on!
All the best,

M Hallworth (1575)

Editor. Nice to hear from you, Mr Hailworth, and hearty congratulations on the award for your 
TE-D and High Lift Loader. Your 3/4 view photographs are excellent and I ’m using both to 
illustrate this impressive Ferguson combination for our new members.
Your kind sentiments are appreciated. V/e are always pleased to help and, since the article in 
question, our Archive capability has improved out of sight. Ask now and there is a very good 
chance that if we don’t know the answer ourselves, we probably know where to find it. I 
cannot use the print of your boss planting flat bowl cabbages as it will not reproduce well 
enough (what was the implement?). The B-KE-20 steerage hoe brings back a few memories, 
we use ours for field beans and sweetcorn. It is good to receive and, hopefully, to publish 
good photographs of our tractors in their natural environment and still working hard. Perhaps 
we may look forward to hearing about a Fertiliser Spinner -  yes, they are now difficult to find, 
especially the earlier ones. In answer to your earlier suggestion, grey overalls are now available 
-  see Noticeboard.

DVLA Tractor Verification

If you communicate with John Popplewell and expect a reply by post, please enclose 
a stamped addressed envelope.
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SECTION 3 -  GENERAL INTEREST
Sub-Editor Alan Dunderdale

Rhydargaeau, Carmarthan.
Dear Sir,
I have been a member of the Ferguson Club 
since the beginning and I have continued 
mem bership mainly because of the 
excellence of the publications. I was very 
concerned during the recent upsets and 1 am 
glad to see that the standard has been 
maintained under the new regime. I keep my 
newsletters in a binder provided for the Rare 
Breeds Survival Trust magazine, the Ark. 
Would it not be a good idea if the Club offered 
a similar binder?

I don’t feel able to take on any of the vacant 
positions in the Club but I would like to make 
some contribution. I have therefore written an 
account of how I bought my first tractor.

If this finds favour I would be happy to write 
more. My interest is in using the tractors and 
implements of the post-war era to carry out 
the normal jobs for which they were designed. 
Future articles might be on the use of finger 
cutters or haymaking . It might be intersecting 
to compare the T20 and the 35 series in use 
on the farm.

In any case I would be grateful if you would 
return the enclosed photographs as they are 
the only copies 1 have.
Yours faithfully,

A. Johnson

Ed. Many thanks and we really do welcome 
on farm items from members. Anyone else 
like to comment on the proposal to introduce 
a club binder?

FERGUSON CLUB

SHEEP AMONG WOLVES

In 1972 my wife and I and our two sons moved 
from leafy suburbs on the outskirts of 
Southampton to a village in the New Forest.

With some of the best riding country at our 
doorstep we soon started the family on riding 
lessons. The progression had started: first 
borrowed ponies, then ponies of our own. First 
in the garden, then in stables and finally the 
horrors of shared rented grazing. By 1981 we 
were desperate enough to spend all that we 
had saved and all that we could borrow on 
13 acres of rough pasture half a mile from 
our house.
The land had been neglected for some years 
so that most of the grass had been replaced 
by bracken, gorse and brambles. A contractor 
was hired who appeared with a huge tractor 
and ‘topper’ which rapidly reduced everything 
to a greenish grey powder until he violently 
discovered that the land was dotted with old 
tree stumps. His enthusiasm for the job then 
faded considerably.
We reasoned that what we needed was a 
small, cheap tractor of our own so that we 
could continue clearing slowly and carefully. 
Unfortunately neither of us knew anything 
about tractors and a visit to our nearest tractor 
dealer was not encouraging. They had plenty 
of tractors but they were neither small nor 
cheap and the only two which came within 
our budget of £350 were described as being 
in “off farm condition”. This meant that they 
were battered to pieces, eaten away with rust 
and covered in mud. We decided against them 
even when the salesman offered to have them 
“looked over”.
Then we had a piece of luck. The husband of 
an acquaintance of my wife was a mechanic 
at a local garage in the week but each 
weekend he set off with one of his tractors
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and a trailer to collect fallen trees and then 
convert them to firewood.
He lined up his tractors on his front lawn for 
our inspection. There was a station platform 
mini-tractor, two TED20s (one fitted with a 
cordwood saw), a TEF20 painted red, a very 
smart MF135 with a canvas sided cab and 
MF loader and finally a Zetor 3011.1 was also 
shown sundry Ferguson implements and a 
Ferguson 3 ton tipping trailer. From this 
moment I decided that my tractor would be a 
Ferguson.
With enthusiasm rekindled we attended a 
farm dispersal sale in our village at which a 
MF 35X was on offer. This did not look very 
prepossessing as almost all its original paint 
was replaced by rust but as it had only clocked 
up 1500 hours which I was told was very low 
I decided to try for it. In the event I had no 
chance as it started at above £500 and sold 
for £1800.
Interest passed to the c lassified 
advertisements in the local paper and in view 
of my experience above I was amazed to see 
a MF35 for only £350. Accompanied by Laurie 
Smith, the owner of the tractor collection, I 
set off to view. We found the tractor looking 
very smart in its original paint, ticking quietly 
over in the middle of the yard. The owner told 
us to give it a good try out which we certainly 
did and with impressive results. At this point, 
with me on the point of parting with my money, 
Laurie casually mentioned that these four 
cylinder 35s were sometimes difficult to start. 
We put this to the test and were only able to 
obtain puffs of smoke. The owner came and 
fared no better until he produced the magic 
spray can. I reasoned that a tractor which 
would not start when warm on a Spring 
morning was not likely to be reliable in the 
depth of Winter. The quest continued.

The next two promising advertisements were 
for T20s. The first turned out to have a very 
sick engine and seized hydraulics and when 
Laurie and I arrived to see the second it was

locked in a shed and the owner insisted that 
he had lost the key. “Could we come back 
later in the week?”
At the second attempt the tractor was 
revealed as a T20 painted grey and black with 
a red engine. The owner started it by hand 
and we then noticed that it had neither starter, 
battery or dynamo. At my level of ignorance 
this did not strike me as unusual. The tractor 
performed well with the engine running 
particularly sweetly. The hydraulics worked 
correctly and the PTO was fitted with a brand 
new aluminium cover. I parted with £300 for 
the tractor and also bought a 2-furrow plough 
and a top link also on offer.
Once I had it home I began to make further 
discoveries. When driving it along the lift arms 
bumped along the cleats on the rear tyres, 
breaking the corners off. Comparing with 
Laurie’s T20 I realised that the check chains 
and brackets were missing and all the fixing 
studs broken off flush.
The next surprise came when I took off the 
nice new PTO cover; oil gushed out. I drained 
the axle and undid the bolts holding the PTO 
shaft and removed it. Surprise number three, 
the shaft had been broken and then welded 
back together again. I began to understand 
the “lost” key and the new cover.
It turned out that the problem was simply a 
wrongly assembled oil seal. 1 drilled out the 
studs and was given one check chain and 
made another. Many readers will no doubt 
have guessed why the tractor had no starter 
and a red engine. The tractor is a 1947 
Continental engined petrol but at some time 
the engine had been replaced by a TVO 
Standard engine taken from a Massey Harris 
701 baler.
I still have the tractor and since those early 
days it has been trouble free. I use it for long 
continuous jobs like pasture topping and hay 
turning where too much starting is not 
involved and the engine runs as sweetly as 
ever.

Alan Johnson
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Note Lucas magneto and blanking plate where the starter should be.

We often hear of a Standard baler engine being used as a replacement in this way but have 
never actually seen one.

The fabricated check chains and a towing hitch made out of car parts by Laurie 
Smith.
(Editor: Are the top holes getting too near the limit?)
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WHAT A FIND

(or a FE-35 Diesel Vineyard discovered)

It started out as most of the Steam Rally’s we go to do, with a nice easy morning after the long 
tow of the night before. The family stroll down to the rally field saw us passing a factory which 
made concrete structures for the building industry (mainly road bridge sections). Being of the 
general interest brigade (nosy) I looked into the yard and spied a small tractor, marked it as 
interesting and for further investigation later, and continued into the rally.
The next day saw Keith (my son) and myself let free of chores and allowed to wander and we 
made a bee line to the factory complex and a good look at this tractor. It turned out to be a 
FE35 Vineyard covered in concrete as it was in use as a “tug” around the site along with other 
tractors. Condition at that time (12 months ago) as far as could be seen due to large amounts 
of concrete was good, though the bonnet had suffered badly when pushing around large 
sections of road bridge.

This is Keith Dunderdale, one of our youngest members.

Upon returning home nothing was done for 
some time, then I made a phone call to the 
factory for information. A little was given and 
a general interest was shown re purchase, 
not much of a reply on this point. Not to be 
out done, I wrote for full details again with a 
view to purchase should it come up for sale. 
No reply was received. I did fax them for 
details and followed this up with a phone call,

to which the details would be in the post soon. 
Some four months have gone by now and a 
letter did arrive giving a brief note of it being 
a FE-35 Horticultural tractor and if interested 
it could be coming up for sale next year 1996 
and to contact them then.
During this time we managed to purchase our 
TE-D20 so spent most of the Winter working 
on this, then out of courtesy having spent
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most of the Summer pestering the company, I had to write and show an interest (not that I 
was) and some six weeks later received a letter saying the tractor was being disposed of and 
would 1 put in a tender for it. As I have stated we have a TE-D20 and do nof want another 
tractor, so I decided that a stupid low offer of £150.00 for a diesel FE-35 was about right for 
it to be knocked back.

Nothing was received for three months. Keith and I were talking one day and decided that we 
had lost this tractor, thank goodness. You’ve guessed it, the next week we received the letter 
telling us our bid has been accepted and please forward a cheque? Now what do you do, 
you’ve not seen this tractor for almost a year, you don’t want it, and nowhere to put it. Of 
course, you send a cheque off very quickly, don’t you!

Now just to make matters worse, a few friends who know of our interest in Ferguson tractors 
and implements came up with a two furrow plough and spring tines. At this point my long 
suffering wife was boiling over. Then more suffering was inflicted when we were told that our 
son had to go into hospital for major surgery the following week. The day of the operation 
came. I was at work awaiting THE phone call, when who should phone but the Company to
___  _________  ____ ___________tell me that we could collect the

tractor when we wanted. My wife 
(Sue) then phoned to say that the 
operation was cancelled at the 
very last minute and they could 
come home. As I had the next day 
off work to stay in the hospital with 
Keith, I had no intention of wasting 
it, so I quickly arranged the hire of 
trailer insurance and faxed off my 
letter telling the company we were 
on our way to collect the tractor.

The journey down went without a 
hitch, 100 miles in 2.5 hours. Keith 
was still suffering from the pre
medication so slept and drank 
gallons when he was awake. The 
staff at the company were not quite 
ready to expect us, but they did 
rush round and get everything 
sorted out. An engineer was called 
to get a battery and try to start it. 
Well it started and sounded well. 
A quick talk with the mechanic and 
a look around found that they had 
butchered bits off it for others but 
nothing too drastic. The tractor

Helpful staff at TARMAC Pre-cast concrete products.
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under its own power was driven up into the trailer and tied down and everything made ready 
for the journey home. As we were leaving the mechanic said do you know anything about this 
tractor to which the answer had to be no. He gave me a quick run through then said wait a 
moment, and came back with the service history from the early days. A number of lads in the 
yard were showing interest and looking sad at losing this tractor. Two said that they had bid 
but were told it was sold from day one. Journey home no problems, plenty of people looking 
at us or the tractor, not sure which as we had big smiles and were laughing.

Alan Dunderdale (1960)

Safe home!

Editor. And well they might at acquiring this latish FE-35 Vineyard in running order for £150! 
We look forward to reading about its restoration. It only goes to show: no place is too unlikely, 
persistence pays off and good buys are still out there.

The contribution of articles and news will always be welcome. We also welcome for publication constructive 
correspondence about the Newsletter and the club generally especially where such correspondence Is also 
accompanied by offers of help. As a general rule it will not be editorial policy to censor contributions. For 
desktop publishing reasons all items for the Newsletter should wherever possible be in type. Copyright remains 
with the author where named, otherwise with the Ferguson Club.
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AT LAST IT CAN BE REVEALED -  MY LOVE AFFAIR WITH FERGIE 

by Fordyce Maxwell

Originally published in ‘The Scotsman" of 10th August 1996, and re-printed by kind permission 
of the author
I’ve got a soft spot, and if you’re keenly
interested I can show it, for the Ferguson 
tractor. That does not make me unusual. 
Scratch almost any countryman over a certain 
age and you’ll find a soft spot for that little 
grey tractor, known affectionately, and long 
before royalty devalued the abbreviation, as 
Fergie.

From its introduction 50 years ago this year 
until at least the early Sixties, most farms had 
at least one Fergie. Its neat size, simplicity 
and guts made it ideal for almost every farm, 
from the one-man, small-scale livestock 
holding to the big arable businesses which 
kept a Fergie alongside the bigger Fordson 
Majors, Farmalls, Turners, Cases, David 
Browns or Massey Harrises.

Guts in a machine is not easy to define but in 
essence it means producing more power and 
effort for its size than the driver has a right to 
expect. Some tractors are soft and lazy, with 
a performance in practice that does not match 
up to the specifications listed, whereas the 
Ferguson did more than it was supposed to.

In these politically correct times it is probably 
a mistake to admit that, like ships, drivers tend 
to think of a tractor as she. Hence the 
agricultural expression ‘big useless bitch’ 
when a large, expensive, allegedly powerful 
tractor sinks in a soft spot when spraying.

At first you think it’s an optical illusion and 
that the ground is rising rapidly. Then you 
realise that the tractor is slowing down and 
But we couldn’t see the future then any more 
than we can now. For a youngster at harvest 
time, a Fergie with a trailer was doing a man’s 
job and, in spite of the disadvantages, I loved 
it. Disadvantages? The Fergie had no cab and 
harvesting barley was as dusty and itchy then 
as it is now, except that now you can watch 
all that dust from an air-conditioned cab.

When the combine is emptying grain from its 
tank into the trailer while on the move it is no 
disaster if you stall the tractor. Annoying, and 
possibly leading to a brisk exchange with the 
combine driver but that’s all. If you stalled the 
Fergie, quite a lot of barley poured over your 
head and down your neck if the combine 
driver wasn’t on full alert and ready to pull 
the handle.

Hauling away the full trailer slowly and steadily 
was the necessary prelude to driving back to 
the field as fast as the Fergie could travel. 
Not recommended at all on either health or 
safety grounds, and I’d go white if I saw a 
youngster doing it now. But you never forget 
the sun and the wind and going flat out at 12 
miles an hour. Or the last load from a 
September night harvest field with the moon 
coming up, the dampness coming down, the 
scrape of stubble on tyres, the growl of the 
engine and the feeling of a job well done. 
Happy birthday.

The contribution of articles and news will always be welcome. We also welcome for publication constructive 
correspondence about the Newsletter and the club generally especially where such correspondence is also 
accompanied by offers of help. As a general rule it will not be editorial policy to censor contributions. For 
desktop publishing reasons all items for the Newsletter should wherever possible be in type. Copyright remains 
with the author where named, otherwise with the Ferguson Club.
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Fetching The Grains
Let me take you back to Nineteen Sixty Three,
And tell you of a job I did with a Fergie.
Every Saturday morning between eight and nine,
Whatever the weather: rain, hail or shine.
Check oil, fuel, water and battery 
On the diesel grey Fergie T Twenty.
It started well after Kl gas pump.
Newer tractors had to start by bump.
Hitched to a large trailer made the tractor look small.
Then off to a brewery in Burton under a chimney tall.
Took half an hour the four miles to tra vel,
Road junctions, lights and traffic to unravel.
Into the brewery through impressive gate.
At the back of the queue should you be late.
If first, to the railway truck full o f spent grain,
Delve in and make clouds of steam soon jump out again.
It's so hot in the grain just out of mash tun.
Can't see through the steam and the heat is no fun.
Burns your feet through Wellington boots.
Dance a jig  up and down so not to hoot.
Clear bottom of truck somewhere cool to stand,
Then shovel out the grain that looks just like sand.
Trailer then full of boiled grain,
Called to the brewery cellar before homeward again.

A little perk o f the job to entail,
Sen/ed a drink of beer called Allowance Ale.
Given to all workers on the brewery site.
All shifts, day afternoon or night.
Soon after the drink I was back on my way 
To be back at the farm by about midday.
The return journey was more difficult to make.
More traffic now as workers cars and bicycles take.
Three tons of grain on the trailer was piled,
Uphill out o f town in low gear seems like miles 
Diesel grey Fergie pulled well at the load.
Lines o f traffic stretched back down the road.
At the top of the hill pulled on to the side.
Let the lines of cars pass the trailer wide.
Road ivas soon clear, put the Fergie in gear.
Top cog in the box soon made home near.
Fergie T Twenty manoeuvred trailer first go.
Into a tight spot at the side of a concrete silo.
Unload the spent grain still hot and steaming,
Tread tight into the silo until needed for feeding.
A very good foodstuff for four legged beast.
Never failed to eat it, it must taste sweet.
Mixed with beet pulp, ground barley, pulped mangold too.
Grind up the barley is the next job to do.

D. & M. J. Hallam, October 1995
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FERGUSON, HARVESTING AND 
THE FERGUSON COMBINE HARVESTER

by John Cousins

From it’s early pre-occupation with tillage, the Ferguson System proceeded to incorporate 
crop maintenance, planting, soil fertility and farm maintenance in a range of implements and 
machinery that involved many of the major manufacturers. Harvesting, however, was confined 
first to the lifting of potatoes, while the operation of mower, reaper binder and thrashing drum 
was no more incidental than any other tractor. Only with the arrival of the mounted mower and 
sweeprake could the system also begin to include the harvesting of grass and cereal forage 
crops and, much later, the limited cut/bunching of cereal crops for thrashing. As the success 
of the lightweight Ford-Ferguson grew during and after the war years, it was inevitable that it 
should converge with the increasing use of combine harvesters. Long before the break with 
Ford, the inventory of 9N implements included two towed harvesters made by the Wood 
Brothers Thresher Company , a corn picker and a combine harvester. By the time the same 
two harvesters were listed to the Ford 8N, Wood Brothers was a wholly owned Ford subsidiary.

Ford-Ferguson 9N with the WB-6-C Combine Harvester probably between 1942-45

The Wood Brothers type WB-6-C Combine 
Harvester was a lightweight towed machine 
capable of reel and cutter adjustment from 
the tractor seat and operated by just the 
tractor driver. Drive was either from the PTO 
or through an optional Wisconsin auxiliary 
engine. With a 6 ft cut, it was designed by the 
makers to meet the requirements of the small 
and medium sized farm. Should one of our 
Am erican members have access to a 
surviving example then a photograph of it 
behind a 9N or 8N would be of much interest.

Towed combines in the UK included the 
Minneapolis -  Moline, Allis Chalmers Model

60, Holt, the small International No. 42 and, 
presumably, the Massey-Harris No. 11, No. 14 
{designed for PTO operation) and the “straight 
through” Clipper model with 6 or 7 ft cut.

However, the writer has so far been unable 
to find a photograph of one behind a 
lightweight Ferguson tractor and this, 
presumably, has something to so with the 
contemporary assessment that a tractor of 
not less than 40 bhp was required to provide 
sufficient power for a PTO driven 8 ft combine 
to operate in average conditions, although a 
smaller tractor might be able to cope on flat, 
firm going.
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This is not to say that no role was perceived for the smaller tractor for here, as in America, 
manufacturers remained acutely aware that their traditional market among small to medium 
farmers retained enormous potential.

(Note: In 1933 it was assessed that the purchase of a combine harvester was not economical 
unless 250 to 300 acres of corn were to be harvested each year. It is not thought the assessment 
was much different in 1943 or 1953.)

Between 1950-60 there was a kind of twilight zone in which the combine harvester eclipsed 
the reaper binder. The plight of the small man, who could neither afford nor justify a new 
combine and might not be in a position to rely upon a contractor, offered possibilities to some 
manufacturers. The first reaction was to ‘modernise’ the reaper binder and make it more 
efficient, an interesting area of agricultural machinery design not greatly studied or recorded. 
Two examples come to mind. In Scotland, the Bisset Semi-Mounted PTO Binder went into 
production in early 1951 and 
continued with refinements in 5 and 
6 ft form until 1958.
Designed for operation from the 
tracto r seat, its fo lding table, 
manoeuvrability, V-belt drives and 
self adjusting canvasses, its speed 
over the ground and almost silent 
running contributed a remarkable if 
belated advance upon a universal 
design concept little changed during 
the 80 years or so since the self- 
binder had first appeared. The Bisset 
SM was developed with the 
Ferguson TE-20 very much in mind, 
with fitting kits to adapt it to Fordson,
David Brown, International and 
Nuffield tractors, together with the
FE-35 when it appeared. Bisset Semi-Mounted Binder in its Transport position

In Denmark, the JF Front Mounted Single Canvas Light Binder also went into production in 
the early Fifties, exact date as yet unknown to the writer. Also designed for operation from the 
tractor seat, this too was a remarkable advance upon the traditional concept.( By this is not 
meant that the front operating or push-binder was innovative per se.) A main frame of tubular 
steel was supported on two pins attached to the tractor and a castor wheel in front. Drive was 
taken from the tractor PTO via V-belts, underslung shaft and gearbox to a series of shafts and 
enclosed gears running in oil. A platform canvas conveyed the cut crop to an elevating 
mechanism and rotary packer. The machine was field tested in 1956 in a variety of crops and 
conditions, interestingly upon Ferguson and Fordson Diesel Major tractors for comparison, in 
which comparison the Ferguson came out very well. The conclusion was that the machine 
could be conveniently operated by one man, that it performed efficiently in a variety of crops 
and soil conditions and that it was easy to maintain.
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J. F. Front Mounted Single Canvas Light Binder on field test in Scotland in 1956.

Since 1939, when Massey-Harris had pioneered the self-propelled combine with the 
introduction of the No. 20, combine harvesters had fallen into towed or self-propelled categories. 
Between 1950-55, with the principles of tractor mounted cereal harvesting machinery 
established, the increasing availability of tractor gear ratios, the proven and cost effective 
usage of PTO drive in the smaller towed combines and, importantly, the arrival of the dual 
clutch to separate PTO from the main drive, a third category began to offer attractive 
possibilities, namely to mount the combine harvester directly onto the ordinary farm tractor. It 
is not known how many manufacturers did this or tried to do it, but one who did it successfully 
was our old friend J F Fabriken from Sonderborg, Denmark, who manufactured and exported 
an 8 ft combine for mounting on a medium-powered tractor.

The J. F. Tractor-Mounted Combine Harvester
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The tractor was reversed into the left hand side of the harvester. The front mounted cutting 
platform and reel assemblies were hydraulically controlled, thrashing took place to the driver’s 
right, with straight through straw discharge and grain handling and storage behind him. It is 
not yet known if a bagger version was available but the tanker version offered auger discharge, 
although it is not known if this facility was ‘on the move’. For the tanker version operation was 
by the tractor driver only.

Within the converging worlds of Ferguson and Massey-Harris, harvesting equipment began 
to feature more prominently. In America,the only trailed baler to be made by Ferguson appeared.

The Ferguson F-12 Baler. 1956 or 57 made in Toronto, Canada. Serial No. 3897.
Photo by David Lory

The PTO driven F-12 is said to have been not unlike the Massey-Harris No 3. It was echoed 
in Australia by the Ferguson FA-700 Baler, available in PTO or Ferguson engine driven form, 
while in England what seems to have been the same baler with Armstrong Siddeley diesel 
engine (later replaced by a governed down TE-D 20 engine) was available as the Massey- 
Harris 701.
But the development most significant to the present article also took place in America when, 
in 1955, within the Ferguson Division of Massey-Harris-Ferguson, three new side-mounted 
equipments were added to the TO 20/30/40 inventory under the trade mark of Tractor Mate. 
These were the B-EO-20 Side-mounted Baler and two versions of a Forage Harvester, one 
fitted with Row-Crop Head and the other with Direct Cut / Windrow Pickup. Again, the tractor 
was reversed into the left hand side of the equipment with claimed hook up times of 90 
seconds for the baler and 60 for the forage harvester. Adjustments were made from the tractor 
seat and in the case of the Row-Crop, header height control was hydraulic. PTO drive was 
transmitted by way of belt and shaft and optional extras included an auxiliary Ferguson engine 
and a fitting kit to transmit drive to the outboard wheel of the implement.
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The Ferguson Forage Harvester 
(Direct Cut or Windrow Pickup)

Thus, the Ferguson Combine Harvester was conceived and developed against the background 
of an established and very specific line of research and development in tractor-mounted 
equipments with strongly perceived market potential at the end of it. There are some who see 
it as a move so out of context as to verge on the quixotic but to the writer, the only unresolved 
question is surprise that it was developed on this side of the Atlantic. But here too there must 
have been reasons and one of them may have been the extent to which it was associated in 
Harry Ferguson’s mind with the development of the more powerful LTX tractor, a project by 
which he correctly placed great store in the future. Let no one doubt determination in the 
Combine Harvester project. It occupied more than three years during the period 1953-57 and 
its development costs were said to have exceeded £1 million.

We are very fortunate in having Richard Dowdeswell as a member and Area Representative 
for Gloucestershire. He started with Harry Ferguson in 1946 and was involved in the field 
testing of the prototype combine harvesters from the beginning of the project to its end. He 
was also much involved with the field testing of the LTX tractor. Knowing of our concern to 
develop an archive base for the combine project, he has very kindly compiled the following 
notes from memory and included for retention in the archive these original photographs, 
which are believed not to have been published before.
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The Ferguson Tractor-Mounted Combine 

by Richard Dowdeswell

1953 saw the development of the prototype mounted combine. The theory was that a propulsion 
unit would not stand idle for most of the year. Members of the project team were a Development 
Engineer, Project Engineer, Agricultural Adviser, two fitters and two drivers.

Taken in 1953, this is a very early photograph of the first prototype on field test 
fitted with made up reel and table assemblies. Note the tractor positioned on 
the left hand side of the machine in accordance with contemporary practice. 
The rotary screen appears to be marked WORLD PATENTS APPLIED FOR.

Photo taken on Mr Romford’s farm at Evesham. Standing left to right: Name 
unknown -  Tractor Development Engineer, George Belkowsky -  Combine 
Development Engineer, Bill Halford -  fitter. Sitting on Tractor left to right: Joe 
Curzon -  Fitter, Jeff M etca lf- Combine Project Engineer, Charles Nicholson -  
Field Test Engineer (Driver). On Combine: Richard Dowdeswell -  Senior Field 
Test Engineer and Jean Blom -  Wife of Agricultural Adviser Michael Blom 
(Photographer)

(In 1932/33 a Mr L. R. Bomford farming in Hampshire had taken part in a 
national survey of combine usage. The machine used was a 12-foot Massey- 
Harris, presumably a No. 9, which was said to be the first combine to be engine 
powered.)
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During the Winter of 1953-1954 the combine was used as a stationary machine for thrashing 
corn ricks because the front cutting table had not yet been developed. Two combines were 
ready for the 1954 harvest. The following winter of 1954-1955 a combine was sent to Colchester 
to be used as a stationary machine for thrashing vegetable seeds. One was used in 
Warwickshire in the same way for thrashing grass seeds. The Colchester combine was driven 
there but because of its weight the tractor halfshaft nearest to the combine broke on two 
occasions.
A Massey-Harris combine specialist queried the over large capacity and a lighter model was 
produced. The combine was now fitted to the left hand side of the tractor, the ‘returns’ elevator 
to the straw walkers was removed and a fan installed to blow the ‘returns’ onto the sieves and 
the rotating screen was removed.

Taken in 1955, this is the re-designed combine on a TE-F 20 usually seen in 
publications. Two years into the project the new 735 self-propelled prototype 
had joined the team for field analysis and Dick tested them both in parallel. The 
influence of the now characteristic M-F table and reel assemblies upon the re
design is very evident. There was a considerable saving in weight.

No. 5 Combine working in Herefordshire. Richard Dowdeswell 
Colin Wright -  Workshop Fitter -  Bagger

Driver;

in use it was impossible to see the cutter bar from the tractor. It also proved very dusty for the 
operator and very noisy as the cylinder was adjacent to the driver’s ear.
The combine was driven by two ‘V’ belts off the belt pulley. The tractor was fitted with an 
epicyclic gear box which gave a slow forward speed and also a ‘live’ PTO shaft.
To separate the combine from the tractor, first the header was removed and the tractor was 
then reversed away. Two stands were lowered at the rear. The lift ram for the table was used 
to lift the front of the rump off the tractor. The drive belts were disconnected. A supporting
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stand was fitted to the front of the rump. The ram was removed and the tractor was driven 
away. This took approximately 20 minutes. The tractor was then used to collect the sacks of 
corn and work on the farm.
For the winter of 1955-1956 a combine was sent to Australia. In 1956 one combine went to 
France and two remained in the UK. In the winter of 1956-1957 one was again used for 
stationary thrashing.
(Editor. In conversation Dick also recalled that one prototype was sent to America for field 
testing with the TO-20.)
Times changed. Farmers obtained more tractors and the Massey-Harris-Ferguson 735 combine 
was marketed and so the Ferguson tractor mounted combine project was laid to rest. There 
were only nine combines made and they were ‘chopped up’.

No. 7 Combine photographed near Cutsdean in the Cotswolds. This photograph 
would have been used in the publicity material.

Notes and Comments

The first prototype was mounted on a TE-A or TE-D 20 but this gave way in later versions to 
the TE-F. The TE tractor had to be fitted with A-TE-118 Epicyclic Reduction Gearbox and Live 
PTO Unit. This is installed in the form of an extra gearbox and casing between the tractor 
gearbox and transmission housing. Installation is relatively straight forward and the unit can 
be engaged / disengaged by means of its own lever controls. It adds rather less than 5 inches 
to tractor length and provides reduction of 3:1. In effect it doubles the number of gears available 
and simulates a dual clutch in maintaining PTO drive when tractor wheel drive is disengaged. 
However, gear reduction does not affect PTO speed relative to engine speed.
Other modifications to the tractor included a main drive pulley with over-run clutch, widening 
the left hand track, larger front wheels, hydraulic control and various mounting brackets. A- 
TE-95 Tractormeter was also fitted.
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The standard cut was 7 ft 6 in and, as has been observed, there were similarities to the 
Massey-Harris 735 in reel and table mechanisms. The table was raised and lowered by hydraulic 
or manual control according to fitment. It is thought that all prototypes were baggers but a 
tanker version was to be offered. Although designed with the TEATO tractors in mind, it was 
intended to make a modified version available for the FE-35. Production was planned to go 
ahead in 1957.
According to Dick Dowdeswell the late prototypes performed satisfactorily with no shortage 
of available power in difficult conditions, in spite of reports to the contrary. The only problem 
was that the driver did not have a proper view of the cutter bar. So why did it not go into 
production as planned?
One common view is that those nasty men at Massey-Harris killed it off just the way they 
killed off the LTX! But is this true? The evidence is that they were actually quite helpful. They 
advised upon a very successful re-design of the original prototype and, even allowing for the 
‘twin track’ policy, they allowed M-H features such as the five bar ‘Economy’ reel to be 
incorporated into it. The fact is that Massey-Harris had unrivalled combine experience and a 
long string of very successful machines to their credit. It would be interesting to know if they 
had ever contemplated a tractor mounted version of their own before the merger in 1953.

Although Massey-Harris had introduced giant self-propelled machines in the No. 20 (16 ft cut) 
and No. 21 (12 ft later 14 ft cut), the company had always recognised the small farm potential. 
The first self-propelled ‘Clipper’ with 7 ft cut had been produced in 1940 and aimed at that 
market and the policy was pursued in post-war Europe. It might be argued that it intensified, 
for in the Fifties and Sixties there were still many more small farms than large on both sides of 
the English Channel. The writer confesses ignorance as to combine production in France but 
in Germany the 630 with its 5 ft 4 in cut went into production in 1955 and here the 735 with its 
6 ft cut in 1957. Both machines were light years away from the No. 21 (still to be found in 
service in the Fifties) and set design trends for more than two decades. A lot of things fell into 
place when it emerged in chance conversation with Dick Dowdeswell that for a crucial period 
in 1955-56 both the Ferguson prototype and the 735 were on test together and that a 630 
had been sent down from Scotland to join them (Massey-Harris had used the East Coast 
grain belt for sustained on-farm testing). Even the comparison of basic data is startling.

Ferquson 735
Length 21 ft 6 in 19 ft 6 in
Overall width 8 ft 6 in 7 ft 7 in
Height 7 ft 9 in 8 ft 3 in
Width of cut 7 ft 6 in 6 ft
Weight c. 2800 lbs -
Weight with tractor c. 5000 lbs 4200 lbs
Turning radius not known * c. 14 ft

Forward gears available 
Engine bhp

with front wheel steering must have exceeded 21 ft 
8 (TE-F) 33
26 belt @ 2000 rpm (TE-F) 23.5 @ 2400 RPM (TVO)

Promotional material used to launch the 735 in 1956-57 went out of its way to emphasise that 
here was a ‘special 6 ft Self-Propelled Combine for the smaller acreage farm -  BIG In capacity
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-  LOW in cost -  great output and ONLY 7 ft 7 in wide!’ Stressing its famous lineage, the 
company claimed that the 735 had been more widely tested than any previous combine. It 
referred to its extreme manoeuvrability through narrow lanes and gateways and faster working 
in the field than any other machine in its class. It went on to catalogue a host of impressive, 
comprehensive technical detail. It was ‘a joy to operate’ with comfortable driving position, 
convenient and responsive controls and excellent visibility. All of which was true. And, of 
course, it was available immediately in bagger or tanker form.

MF 735 Combine Harvester

That the production of the Ferguson combine did not go ahead as planned in 1957 is due to 
a number of coincident factors, among which one might include such disparate elements as 
the previous confusion of ‘twin track’ policy (during which M-H-F were still promoting the 6B 
Sunshine binder) and the departure of Harry Ferguson as Chairman. The only certain factor 
is that everything seemed to come to a head in 1956 when it must have been decided that the 
‘twin track’ policy would have to go, although more than a year would pass before it was made 
official and the new Massey-Ferguson could embark upon a programme of global 
reorganisation in 1958. The merger in August 1953 had been one of equals: Massey-Harris, 
the biggest and best name in han/esting; Ferguson, the best name in advanced tractor design 
with the Ferguson System and state of the art production lines on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Having been market leaders in harvesting for years, Massey-Harris already had their game 
plan for the future in place, the 735 almost if not actually on the drawing board. For their part, 
Ferguson became the Ferguson Division inside Massey-Harris-Ferguson, clearly enjoying a 
measure of independent working, especially with Harry Ferguson the Group Chairman. With 
access to the best combine minds in the world, the question has to be ‘Why did Ferguson set 
about developing the mounted combine project on their own?’ And having started it, with the 
imminent arrival of small combines on the farming scene increasingly perceptible within the 
group, ‘Why was it allowed to continue?’ As it was, 1956 was to be a time for the taking of hard, 
long term decisions but the decision to abandon the tractor mounted combine was probably one 
of the easier. And for that we have essentially to recognise the arrival of the MF735.
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Postcript

The article ‘Ferguson, Harvesting and the Ferguson Combine Harvester’ you have just read 
was prompted by the following photograph and caption, which appeared in the Journal precisely 
ten years ago.

Although this combine was demonstrated by Massey-Ferguson after the 
merger in September 1956. it  was really a Ferguson pt oject that the Massey 
side o f the merger k illed o f f  in its prototype form . It was mounted on the 
"L ittle  grey tractor" with extended right-hand axle and one can now see 
that i t  sva5 a forlorn hope from the start. The tractor was not man enough 
the steering was heavy, the visibility was bad, the noise was shocking. 
Harry Ferguson produced some fine ideas, bu t this was not one o f them.

The source of the item is unknown nor does it particularly matter, although the photograph, 
such as it is, is extremely Interesting and would appear to be very early indeed. The dismissive 
and in several respects inaccurate nature of the caption is a fairly typical example of a common 
reaction to the combine project. Like all things Ferguson, it is not that simple. I hope my 
article, albeit belatedly, will do something to redress the balance.

John Cousins.

Bangor
Gwynedd

Dear John Cousins,
The MF 735 Combine

Issue No. 23 Winter 1995/96 pages 70-71 the MF735, we had one of these very good little 
combines which we used for about 15 years and went out contracting within about 5 - 6 miles 
radius, it suited our area with narrow lanes and gates.
I have the engine and gearbox in good condition and Instruction Book which I would sell if 
someone is interested.
Yours Theo Roberts

01248 600347
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THE FERGUSON SCHOOL OF MECHANISED FARMING
Ferguson’s business philosophy was to 
invest, research, develop and market the 
product. Although he maintained a technical 
presence at the factory and was active in 
quality control, he made no attempt to 
manufacture it, preferring to contract volume 
production to those who had the necessary 
resources. Unusually for an inventor, he was 
a consummate salesman and was, at least 
in the writer’s opinion, much influenced by his 
American experience, the Americans being 
acknowledged masters in that science.

Famous for his insistence upon the 
importance of detail and appearance, these 
qualities were no less applied to the whole 
spectrum  of m arketing his tractors, 
implements and accessories. For example, a 
study of Ferguson literature, be it Instruction 
Book, brochure or the guidelines published 
for the use of agents, will find it to be a model 
of clarity. It will be concise, very much to the 
point and, where necessary, extremely well 
illustrated. We would call it user friendly. An 
original Instruction Book is invariably well 
printed (Ferguson script is unique), on a good 
quality of paper, well presented and well 
finished. To the writer, who has worked in 
America, it is a quality item in line with their 
marketing concept that no matter the volume, 
the quality of supporting activity must be seen 
to match and promote the quality of the 
product.

A key supporting activity was the training of 
those who would manufacture, use, maintain, 
repair and sell his tractors and implements. 
Then as now, it was expected that a mechanic 
working for a particular agency would 
normally attend special-to-make courses at 
the factory because it belonged to the maker. 
In Ferguson’s case this was not so and 
because in 1946 he was still pioneering a 
revo lu tionary system with world-w ide

potential in the aftermath of global conflict, 
he decided to open a Company training 
centre at Stoneleigh, close to the Standard 
factory in Coventry. To it were to come 
students from all over the world and as an 
institution it was probably unique at that time. 
Encouraged by casual reference to former 
students and instructors, one or two of whom 
have been club members, but finding no 
archive material, it was decided in 1995 that 
the Club must research and record this most 
important part of the Ferguson story. It soon 
emerged that a huge percentage of the 
instructors were ex-Service and that the 
conduct of the daily routine was along lines 
that would not have been out of place in a 
Service establishm ent. One instructor 
referred to stripping and re-assembling the 
tractor hydraulic pump blindfold. As a young 
soldier in the Fifties, I recall a similar exercise 
with the Bren LMG Piston Group!

We have now opened a section in the 
archives to which all correspondence and 
research material will find it’s way. It is hoped 
that, encouraged by this article and the letter 
from Robert Moffat, a lively correspondence 
will increasingly put us in touch with former 
Instructors, students and members of the 
farm staff. We are looking for information that 
will take us from the opening of the School to 
it’s closing and tell us about its staff, its training 
and the way it all worked. We know there was 
a strong overseas emphasis in line with the 
Company’s international development and 
this too we would like to know about. The 
location of any training notes issued to 
students and which now might be of practical 
value to our members is of particular interest.

It is clear that, tightly run as it was, the School 
was a very happy place and that the fondest 
recollections of it survive. Perhaps that was 
in part due to the diversity of students who
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attended for they m ight be farm ers, 
agricu ltu ra lis ts , mechanics, agents or 
constructors from anywhere in the world. But 
it is also apparent that its staff shared an 
enthusiastic commitment to Harry Ferguson, 
the certainty that the Ferguson System was 
the best and that the sky was the limit. High 
morale of this description has a direct parallel 
in any well led Sen/ice unit and it will shift 
mountains.

It might be added that Ferguson had long 
understood the connections between 
education, training and buying. In 1917, when 
the Nation was making desperate efforts to 
increase food production and it was apparent 
that only farm mechanization could achieve 
it, the Government imported 6000 of the new 
Fordson Model F tractor. It instructed the 
various Agricultural Boards to see that 
recipients of the new tractor received proper 
instruction in its use and that the Boards 
should work for the general improvement of 
tractor ploughing. Ferguson had been 
importing American tractors into Ireland 
since 1914 (the Overtime and Ford Eros 
conversion) and had become expert in tractor 
ploughing. Because of this he and a member 
of his staff, William Sands, were in 1917 
appointed by the Irish Board of Agriculture 
to discharge their mandate in Ireland. This 
required him to travel the country, to lecture, 
to instruct and to demonstrate. He never 
fo rgot the lessons and experience. 
Demonstration became an essential part of 
the Ferguson way. It had also been plain to 
him that without instruction even the latest 
and best of equipment would not be properly 
employed or its advantages recognised. It 
followed that unless there was perceived to 
be an economic advantage to the farmer, 
there could be no serious incentive for him 
to purchase the Ferguson System.

We do not yet know if a smaller establishment 
pre-dated Stoneleigh or what other Ferguson

Training Schools were set up around the 
world. It has already been reported that there 
was one in Yugoslavia. Nor do we know what 
training facilities existed in the United States 
or Canada during the Ford-Ferguson era. We 
will welcome all and any correspondence on 
this very important part of Ferguson history.

Recollections of Stoneleigh Abbey

2 Sept 1996
Dear Mr Cousins,
Thanks for your letter of 21 August -  I’ll try 
and give you my recollections of Ferguson, 
particularly Stoneleigh Abbey, but with 
advancing years memory plays tricks with 
reality. As in fact, instanced by my time there, 
which was, roughly, 1951 -53 or early 1954.

My background was Scottish Border 
smallholding, read engineering at Glasgow 
University, served in Royal Engineers in 
Burma/Malaya with Indian Army and acquired 
a taste for overseas travel as a result. After a 
few engineering jobs, the Ferguson System 
seemed to offer what I was looking for -  
farming, engineering, and overseas travel. As 
I recall, after a 3 day interview system, I was 
accepted.
As you say, the majority of Instructors were 
ex-Service -  the one exception I recall was 
my particular mate, who came over from S. 
Rhodesia, joined at the same time, eventually 
married a country girl and went back to Africa. 
The name was Ted Bishton.
Most of us were shattered when Harry did 
the deal with Massey Harris, who quickly took 
over and controlled Stoneleigh -  obviously 
the scope for advancement was significantly 
reduced and, like many others, I reluctantly 
moved to Perkins Diesel as an Agricultural 
M achinery Specia list and travelled 
extensively in this capacity.
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For my sins, you may well recall that M-F took 
over Perkins in 1958, much to my disgust!

Reverting to Stoneleigh -  my arrival virtually 
coincided with a new regime, following the 
appointment of Captain Duncan Hill DSO RN 
(Rtd). The place was certainly licked into 
military / naval shape. White overalls, morning 
parades, machines lined up with military 
precision etc. The 2i/c (Ed. Second in 
Command) was an old Ferguson hand, 
Dennis Purchase.
Regrettably, having led a somewhat nomadic 
commercial life, any documentation I had has 
long disappeared, and I can but resort to a 
questionable memory.
In the early days of my instructing period, the 
one thing I recall as unique was the spirit and 
enthusiasm. We all knew we had a product 
way above anything else and were dedicated 
to spreading the gospel. The M-H advent was 
a depressing blow to us all and, frankly, was 
beyond our comprehension.
Re instructing, I don’t recall that we ever had 
much in the way of official notes, other than 
W/shop Manual and machinery handbooks. 
Depending on the standard of the group, 
language etc., we basically lectured on the 
principles of the hydraulic system, tractor 
servicing etc. and then, under our 
supervision, the tractor was completely 
stripped from stem to stern, engine re
assembled on stands and run, with detailed

fault finding. I don’t recall the blindfold 
hydraulic pump exercise -  the only 
comparable thing in my case was a contest 
to strip and assemble the gearbox with some 
experienced mechanics, which we generally 
won.
My first major group was a somewhat 
harrowing experience, in that a bunch of 
Yugoslavs arrived, with an interpreter, for 
something like 8 weeks. This was the initial 
tra in ing, leading to the eventual 
manufacturing operation in that country, and 
the language problem was fraught with 
difficulty as it seemed to involve several 
dialects. Incidentally, with these groups one 
was expected -  w ithout any financia l 
inducement -  to look after them outside 
training and I recall the problems in taking 
them to watch West Bromwich Albion and 
similar outings.
One particular memory sets the standards -  
obviously, the Stoneleigh tractors were 
frequently stripped and were hardly typical 
of farm usage. Ted Bishton and I contacted a 
local farmer and offered to service his TE20 
for free, just for the experience. We were 
subsequently reprimanded for taking work 
away from the local distributor! So much for 
enthusiasm!
The structure of the School of Mechanised 
Farming, as I recall, was roughly as follows -  
I’ll include names but unfortunately I can’t 
remember a great many.

I------------
Field Operations Manager 

Phil? (Yorkshireman)
I

Instructors (10?)
Bud White 

N. MacDiarmid 
Derek Jewell

Captain Duncan Hill DSO RN (Rtd) 
I

Dennis Purchase -  Administration 
I

-------------- -̂-------------
Workshop Manager 

Jim Welch 
I

Instructors (6?) 
Ken Alderton 
Ted Bishton 

Robert Moffatt

Farm Manager 
Griffith Jones

Note: Robert Moffatt also remembered Keith Base as an Instructor (Field Operations?)
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Each of the Courses included some practical 
tractor/m ach inery operation fo r the 
mechanics and a conducted tour of Banner 
Lane to see the manufacturing operation.

Ed. Can anyone identify the location?

My wife has been scouring photographic 
albums etc., and regrettably the only relevant 
one is enclosed. Some parade or other in 
Coventry, I guess, but you can see the military 
precision. L to R, the instructors are 1) Derek 
Jewell, 2) Myself 3) Unidentified. The only 
problem was trying to explain to my wife who 
Molly was, on the obverse side -  can’t even 
remember that! (Would appreciate return of 
photo).
Trust this rambling recollection helps to build 
up a picture of life with the Ferguson System 
in the happy days pre-Massey Harris. Best of 
luck with your development.
Yours sincerely 
R B Moffat

P.S. Subsequently I met Bud White at an 
Agricultural Exhibition in Plovdic, Bulgaria of 
all places. Had my Sales Director with me, 
on his first visit to Iron Curtain Countries. True 
to form, any hotel accommodation, having 
been booked months ahead, had 
disappeared and we finished up sleeping on 
the floor of Bud’s room. Needless to say, my 
S.D. was s ingularly unimpressed with 
Bulgaria and my arrangements. Didn’t help 
my Sales Career but was typical of those

countries in the late 50’s.
Bud White -  a dour hard drinking Scot -  was 
one of the instructors delegated to set up the 
operation in Yugoslavia and tells some horrific 
tales of that time. Unfortunately, I have no idea 
where he finished up.
In definite conclusion, I might add that I had 
a brief spell as General Manager of a M-F 
Distribution in Aberdeen -  Jack Olding -  from 
65-68. Olding finally decided it wasn’t viable 
and closed it down -  just before the oil boom 
-  what might have been!
One of my pleasurable recollections is that in 
1965 I won the Harry Ferguson Cup in the 
annual Distributors Golf Competition -  that 
year at Turnberry -  the replica is of course 
one of my treasured trophies.
Definitely the final comment.
RBM

ANSWERS to
FERGIE FACTS 1 -  7

( f ro m  p a g e s

1. New Zealand

&  6 2 )

2. Racing/H igh Performance car 
design and pre-occupation with ‘a 
people’s car’

3. Involved in its institu tion  and 
promotion

4. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S. 
Truman

5. Game Flusher

6. 1936 £230 basic, 1939 £198 basic

7. It seems that modern paint has 
rather more orange in it

96



THE FERGUSON CLUB

NEWS FROM THE REGIONS
DEVON & CORNWALL

We have a report of the display organised by Mike Thorne and Harold Beer in the West 
Country to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the TE-20 but hope with suitable photographs to 
expand it into a feature article in the next issue.

PHOTO REPORT FROM NORTHERN IRELAND
The County Down Rally at Moira Demense 

50th Anniversary TE-20 Tractor

Part of the impressive turnout, mainly TE-20 Series. Good to see a tractor in 
work included. Photo by Farmweek.

The rally took place on 18th May, the day following the Balmoral Show, and marked the end of 
the week’s celebrations. Its organisation was a joint effort. We have no formal report but many 
photographs from different sources and some captions. It is believed that 173 tractors 
assembled and everyone agrees that it was a first class event. We have tried to be as fair and 
representative as possible in selecting photographs for the Journal.
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Sammy Millar, from Ballymoney, 
Continental # TE579.

with his immaculate early 1947 TE-20 
Photo by Farmweek.

Reported as a Ferguson Apple Sprayer used in Co. Armagh and now owned by 
Roy Wasson, from Ballymoney. May we have details please, we do not have 
this equipment listed. Photo by Farmweek.
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The (Ferguson?) Cultharrow or Cult-Harrow

Captured by Ian Halstead on this occasion, this cultivator was in Newsletter 
No. 23 (page 53), at which time it was owned by Robert Kidd, from Broughshane, 
who wanted help in identifying it but thought it was American in origin.

Andrew Boorman was able to add this...
‘‘my considered guess for the illustration of the reciprocating powered harrow 
on page 53 is that it is ‘The Cultharrow’, which I believe was made by Patrick & 
Wilkinson, an Irish company, during the late 40’s or early 50’s. Or perhaps P & 
W were only importers?”

We can add that it is said to have been referred to in a Ferguson brochure 
during the Massey-Harris-Ferguson era when it was depicted on road 
resurfacing work. If this turns out to be a Ferguson implement, or one developed 
with the TE-20 in mind, we would like to know about it. Clearly It would have 
been very advanced for it's time. There is no confirmation that its origin is 
American.

The contribution of articles and news will always be welcome. We also welcome for publication constructive 
correspondence about the Newsletter and the club generally especially where such correspondence is also 
accompanied by offers of help. As a general rule it will not be editorial policy to censor contributions. For 
desktop publishing reasons all items for the Newsletter should wherever possible be in type. Copyright remains 
with the author where named, otherwise with the Ferguson Club.
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Mrs E. McMaster with Arthur McMaster, Andrew Young and member Matt Totten 
from Ballynahinch, on their early FE-35. Photo by Farmweek.

David Weir, from Rathfriland, and Mervyn Lyons, from Ballynahinch.
Photo by Farmweek.
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Three happy visitors among the many hundreds. Vice-Chairman, Ian Halstead, 
with Roger and Fran Webb, from Sheffield. Roger co-ordinates Classified 
Advertisements and is Area Representative for Yorkshire and Derbyshire. He 
is a regular contributor to Journal and Newsletter and has just taken on Sub- 
Editor Section 1 (Tractors). Photo by Farmweek.

From the previous page:

Top left:
Caught by Ian Halstead again, the unknown finger may well point incredulously 
at this comparatively rare Ferguson-Sherman 16 inch plough complete with 
rolling landside. These were made for the Ford-Ferguson 9N tractor. The 
appearance of the Ford mark on the plough beam would mean only that the 
component had been forged in their works. Photo by Farmweek.

Bottom left:
Bertie Dunlop, from Ballymena, Co. Antrim, with his mouth-watering 1951 TE- 
D 20 Reekie-Ferguson, complete with insignia and Reekie drawbar (photo not 
shown) # TE-D 141650 Photo by Farmweek.
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SCOTLAND 

Scones at Scone*

Farming Yesteryear is the premier event in the calendar for everyone interested in vintage 
tractors. Organised most efficiently by the Scottish Vintage Tractor and Engine Club, Farming 
Yesteryear takes place in early September each year in the parkland in front of Scone Palace, 
residence of the Rt. Hon. Earl of Mansfield. It is a marvellous site with ample space for exhibits 
of all categories, from bicycles through tractors and lorries to a mobile sawmill; plus an adjacent 
field for ploughing, cutting oats, threshing and baling using vintage equipment. Most 
appropriately this year, Farming Yesteryear featured Ferguson as the Tractor of the Year’.

The impressive Ferguson line up

To celebrate the TE-20 50th Anniversary, the 
Club’s Scottish Area Reps -  Norman Shearer, 
John Gibson and myself decided to put on a 
small display of Ferguson equipment and 
archive material and generally fly the flag for 
the Club at Scone. As Norman and I live a 
fair distance from Scone, the majority of the 
work before the weekend fell on John, who 
also arranged sponsorship from his former 
employers, Ferguson agents from the early 
days, Messrs Ross of Lanark. Supplies of the 
brass plaque, which was specially designed 
by Sam and Margarette Rea in Ulster for the 
50th Anniversary, were ordered for 
presentation to all Ferguson tractor exhibitors 
and a site booked. Despite harvest, Ian and 
Anne Halstead managed to slip off for the 
weekend and by leaving home very, very early 
managed to arrive on site before the Scottish 
contingent! The weather could not have been 
better with glorious sunshine both days. A 
large frame tent, borrowed from Sutherland

Guides, formed the centre of the display, with 
Ralph Sibbald’s immaculately restored TE-F 
at one side and a selection of unusual 
implements -  including John Gibson’s Dump 
Skip R-JE-20 and MF35/65 Multipull Hitch, 
at the other. With Scone Palace as a 
backdrop, the display really did look quite 
something and all were agreed, well up to 
the Ferguson Standard! We were also very 
fortunate in being next to Club member John 
Melloy and Ian Small’s display of over 20 
beautifully restored Ferguson implements and 
several TE-20S.
Exactly how many Club members were 
entertained to a refreshing cup in the shade 
of our tent during the weekend, is hard to tell 
-  we should have kept a Visitors Book! As 
we say up here, the ‘crack’ was great ~ the 
ideal opportunity for Club members to meet 
and get to know each other. Interest in our 
display was non-stop all day -  Anne sold an 
amazing amount of merchandise and we
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From the left: John Gibson, Jane & Lawrence Jamieson, Norman & Pat Shearer, 
Anne & Ian Halstead

signed up over 40 new members! Some of us hardly had time to see the 60 plus Fergies on 
show or the special performance of Ferguson tractors making the figure ‘50’ in the ring! 
Interestingly enough, amongst the new members are follk from the four extremities of Scotland 
-  Wick in the North, Peterhead in the East, Stranraer in the South and Acharacle in the West, 
not to mention points in between.

All in all it was a most successful and enjoyable weekend, made all the better by our being 
presented with an Award for the Best Display -  a handsome rosette, which now resides in the
Club Archive. Many, many thanks to ____
all who helped and in particular Ian 
and Anne for travelling so far. By 
popular demand. I’m sure we’ll be 
back next year!

Lawrence Jamieson

* Scone (Skon) - small round Scottish 
cake usually served with jam and 
cream.
Scone (Skoon) - village near Perth, 
seat of the Earl of Mansfield.
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May we please know, for the record, who these Scottish members are and 
who owns the immaculate Ferguson-Brown?
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CUMBRIA

THE SAGA OF A SOIL SCOOP 

by David Weeks

There was an English man, a Welsh man and a Scotsman -  and a Soil Scoop.

The B-JE-A20 Soil Scoop, originally listed as the Earth Scoop, was widely in
use on farms and local building sites, 
raised and the handle pulled.

Last September, I bought a Soil Scoop at the 
Distington Old Vehicle Auction, for three 
pounds, or so I thought until I got it home, 
when it appeared that something was 
missing. I had never seen one before and the 
only picture I had was on a Club reproduction 
Ferguson sales broad sheet showing the 
original tractors and implements with prices.

In the Newsletter I happened to read that 
Chris Frith in North Wales had one. I gave 
him a ring and he was very helpful, sending 
me a sketch with the dimensions of the bits

To tip the contents the implement is

which were missing. This was followed up at 
the General Committee meeting with some 
photographs. Also at the venue was Lawrence 
Jamieson from Golspie, Scotland, who 
promised, and duly sent me a photo copy of 
the B-JE-A20 Soil Scoop Parts List.
With all this help I was able to make the top 
link hoop and bracket. The scoop itself 
needed some heating to straighten it out and 
the trip rod and trip arm were also made. After 
a good sand blast and prim ing, filling, 
undercoating and topcoating it was time for a 
field test.
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To load loose soil or gravel, the tractor is moved slowly forward. It can also be 
used to level ground and excavate.

With a capacity of one fifth of a cubic yard it was inexpensive, rising from 
£12.50 in 1948 to £14.50 in 1954. It remains one of the least expensive and 
most useful everyday implements.
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1 had a quantity of soil which had got washed down over the years which needed putting back. 
It did not take long to get the hang of the job as can be seen from the photographs. To empty 
the scoop all you have to do is to raise the scoop to the top of the lifting arms travel and pull 
the trip rod. The only problem I have found is that, as the scoop works inside the rear wheels, 
it is impossible to work to an edge unless someone can tell me how!

This a good example of the co-operation which the Club should promote. We have all heard 
the tale of Grandad’s original shove! which is over a hundred years old, it’s had three new 
handles and two new blades! But as it is the stated aim of the Club ‘to preserve and restore’ 
I see no harm in making missing parts to resurrect implements for further use if missing parts 
can not be obtained, provided it is done in a similar way to the original. The Vintage Car 
movement has been doing just that for years.

A-TE-118 EPICYCLIC REDUCTION GEARBOX/LIVE PTO UNIT

This is the Ferguson unit 
fitted  to the Combine 
Harvester tractor as 
described on page 89.
Designed to facilitate work 
at low engine speeds, it 
was found mostly in 
horticultural, vegetable and 
soft vine fruit areas. The 
live PTO was particularly 
useful in loading farmyard 
manure. Its best known 
rival was the Howard 
Reduction Gearbox made 
in Essex by Rotary Hoes 
Ltd, whose primary interest 
was meeting the high 
torque requirements of 
the ir famous Howard 
Rotovator. The Howard unit 
had the advantage of fitting 
inside the tractor
transmission casing and it was probably cheaper to fit. It is certainly much more common and 
many fitments survive but it did not offer Live PTO facilities.

If you possess a TE-20 Series tractor fitted with A-TE-118 please tell us about it plus 
photographs with a view to writing an article in the Journal.
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DERB YSHIRE/YORKSHIRE 

IRELAND RE-VISITED 

by Roger Webb
The Gaelic greeting to visitors to the Outer 
Hebrides -  a hundred thousand welcomes -  
could equally apply, in my view, to Ulster and 
the Republic of Ireland. After an absence of 
30 years the atmosphere seemed to have 
changed not one bit.
First things first -  many people apparently 
cancelled their booking once the cease-fire 
was called off as they were scared of 
becoming involved in sectarian warfare. I, too, 
gave it some thought but after 30 seconds 
continued with my list making and route 
itinerary.
Having dallied in Scotland for a few days we 
were the last to arrive off the ferry at Larne - 
in company, we discovered, with Mr and Mrs 
John Cousins. Once on Irish soil we merely 
followed the road towards Belfast and 
eventually arrived at Sam and Margarette’s 
farm and took up our position at the end of 
the line where we stayed for the duration of 
the ‘festival’. We detected a certain amount 
of agitation as we got settled in and put the 
kettle on and gathered that the catering for 
the following day, after the AGM, had met with 
difficulties: that the venue had had to be 
changed at the eleventh hour; that the ‘plaque’ 
to be unveiled at the Balmoral Show by Mrs 
Sheldon wasn’t yet finished; and, to cap it all, 
John and Jill Cousins had mysteriously 
disappeared on the journey from Larne 
Terminal to Raloo. (Ed. Still obediently waiting 
in the Larne Terminal car park!)The weather, 
however, was good and so it stayed for the 
duration of our visit.
Sam and Margarette Rea embarked on a hair 
raising programme of rising at dawn, racing 
to the docks, to the Balmoral showground, to 
the plaque makers in Belfast and, on the day 
of the AGM, to the Airport to pick up Messrs 
Thorne and Beer who had flown in especially 
from Bristo l. In between, the Rea’s

entertained people in their house, solved 
interminable personal problems as well as 
making two caravans available for visitors.

1 expect details of the AGM, the Linen Trail 
tour and the Balmoral Show will be reported 
elsewhere, but the Annual General Meeting 
itself went on a long tim e-w ay past the 11.15 
deadline. I discovered that once the meeting 
was underway we were locked in from inside 
-  whether to prevent malcontents trying to 
get in or the shell-shocked trying to escape I 
never established. At length we drove away 
to relax at the Highway Hotel in the company 
of the Mayor of Larne, his deputy, the BBC 
reporter, the D irector of Tourism but, 
amazingly, John and Jill Cousins had 
disappeared again - victims, we joked, of the 
Mark Thatcher Navigation Course. (Ed. No, 
once again waiting patiently in the Larne 
Terminal car park!) Everyone enjoyed the 
meal, the speeches and the general 
atmosphere. A busy day but a good day.

The following day most people went on an 
organised tour of the Linen Trail -  with strong 
connections with Harry Ferguson. My wife 
and I went to the first day of the Balmoral 
Show instead and marvelled at all the things 
on display. Video-ing the Ferguson display I 
got into conversation with a Fergie man from 
Newcastle, below the Mourne Mountains. He 
extolled the virtues of this part of Ulster and I 
found myself singing two verses of the song 
in harmony before I could escape.

Donegal was our next destination on the 
following day and all the TE20’s that we saw 
in the Republic had cabs fitted, presumably 
as protection against the weather but we did 
over 250 miles in glorious sunshine. Passing 
through {London)derry I was highly amused
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to see a breakdown recovery truck offering 23^2 hours service in the day but after all, people 
do have to eat sometime.
The next day was the obligatory tour of the Giants Causeway, Carrick-a-rede rope bridge and 
the Bushmills distillery -  all worth seeing and visited by most of the Ferguson Club visitors 
from across the water. We enjoyed a barbecue at night courtesy of Sam and Margarette Rea 
in the Protestant hall just down the road -  lots of fine speeches, some presentations and 
hilarious anecdotes from Dick Dowdeswell about his days at Harry Ferguson Limited.

Suitable presentations to Sam and Margarette Rea for their great hospitality -  
a Brittain’s 50th Anniversary model TE-20 and a cross-stitch TE-20 embroidered 
by Jane Jamieson. From left: John Popplewell, Ian Halstead, Sam Rea, Karl- 
Heinz Kiunke, Margarette Rea, Norman Shearer and Dick Dowdeswell.

Photo: Lawrence Jamieson

The final day was probably one of the best, if 
not THE best Ferguson day of all -  the County 
Down celebrations of the first production of 
the TE20 held as part of Lisburn Borough 
Council’s Civic week. This was held at Moira 
Domaine some 10 miles or so at the other 
side of Belfast. There were, I was told, some 
240 or so TE20’s and other Ferguson tractors 
there, most in superb condition. One elderly 
enthusiast sidled up to me and said “Of 
course, Harry Ferguson never designed the 
T20, ye know”. I displayed astonishment. He 
went on “An old fella from Dromore who 
couldn’t read or write designed it” “What

about the 3 point linkage and hydraulics?”, I 
asked. “The old fella designed them as well” , 
I was told. Thus informed I went off to examine 
more examples of the machine designed by 
the old fella from Dromore.

We arrived back at Raloo and began the 
tedious business of packing for the morrow. The 
Cousins, Dowdeswells and the Dunderdales 
had gone -  only the Halstead’s, the Webb’s 
and the Popplewell’s remained. It had been a 
super week -  lots of good ‘crack’, good 
weather and good company in a country that 
deserves far more tourist attention that it gets.
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On the ferry the following morning we 
were soundly rebuked by a crusty 
Englishman for talking too loudly in the 
‘Quiet Lounge’. After 7 days of non-stop 
TE20 talk we had to acknowledge that 
there are still some people who cannot 
understand the fascination of the little 
grey machine. Once on the mainland the 
Popplewells and the Halsteads pointed 
towards Carlisle and the South. We went 
straight to the Mull of Galloway, drew the 
curtains on the caravan and slept for 
eight hours. We needed a holiday.

Editor. Alas, we have photographs of the 
Linen Trail, but no reporter or really 
space to expand. It was a lovely day out 
for which many thanks must go to 
Norman Kerr for organising it and acting 
as our guide. We were well received at 
the Town Hall in Banbridge by the 
Mayor, at the Ferguson Linen Centre, 
where it was the Vice-Chairman’s turn 
to be shell-shocked, and at the Irish 
Linen centre, Lisburn Museum. We were 
kindly received by Mr and Mrs Foots at 
the Ferguson homestead and saw the 
lake which featured in some of Harry 
Ferguson’s early flights. And we saw a 
surviving scutching mill working and 
behind it -  a Grey Fergie!

iays
JA C K  SCRAP

Farmers everywhere are crying 
out for more tractors, machines and 
tools while raw material needed for 
making them is rusting away in odd 
comers of fields and barns.

Every ton'of iron and steel scrap 
sent back to the steelworks may 
make a ton of new steel. Round up 
your scrap and turn it in.' '

Scrap Merchants are giad to help 
with dismantling and collection.

Issued fo r the STEEL SCRAP DRIVE by the
B rilisb Iron  and S le d  Federation , S teel H o io e , TolhiU  S tre e t,  LoDdoo, S .W .l

A .IS

December 1951

LOCAL FARM 

SCRAP DRIVES
are being organised 
by H arry Ferguson 
Ltd., in cO'OperatioQ 
with Joint District 
Scrap Drive Com
mittees.

This is the famous 
Ferguson Tractor
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SOUTH EAST ENGLAND

For the TE-20 com m em orative 
events in June (Drusillas Park) and 
August (Hailsham) Richard Heal and 
his colleagues assembled over 50 
tractors and implements. The main 
event was the Ferguson Club display 
at the Festival of Transport held on 
August Bank Holiday in Hailsham, 
Sussex. The assembly of such a large 
selection of exhibits, all in working 
order and painted, was a major 
achievement and marked many 
months of endeavour. The selection 
of photographs was taken by Richard 
Heal at the Festival of Transport. 
Captions are by Richard.

FWD Massey- Ferguson 6180 centrepiece on loan from 
E. O. Culverwell Ltd, once Ferguson agents in Sussex.

DRUSILLAS VINTAGE TRACTOR RALLY

Following the success and interest shown during last year's 
FERGUSOIN 5 0 th  tractor and implement rally staged at the famous 

Drusillas Zoo Park near Lewes, we invite you to come along 
FREE OF CHARGE

with AMY make of Vintage Tractor, to another rally to be held

2 8 - 2 9 t h  Ju n e 1997
and join in the nostalgic fun...

TROPHY TO BE PRESENTED FOR THE BEST TURNED OUT ENTRY
For entry forms contact: Colin Huggett 01323 761868 

Richard Heal 01323 848705

ALL ARE WELCOME 
MAKE IT A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER
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TE-A and Selarc Compressor c/w Hedgecutter Head supplied by AGMAC of 
Rushlake Green, who provided me with great assistance in laying on the show.

Ford NAA 821 tractor with Red Tiger engine stands in front of the tyre display 
and tea caravan. This is the tractor built in Detroit following the demise of the 
Ford 8N after the Harry Ferguson v Ford lawsuit.
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TE-D20 and an original 3 ton tipping trailer (with jacks). In front a Ferguson- 
Sherman 2 furrow plough with castings by Ford of Detroit, fitted with mould 
board furrow slicers.

Hammer mill and MIL loader kindly loaned by Phlll Wooller and Paul Morrell.
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SOUTH WALES

Abertridwr
Caerphilly

Enclosed is a photograph of my 1950 TE-A restored in 1995 and found in bits in a field in West 
Wales.
Just to let you know we are alive and kicking in South Wales, as it is rarely mentioned. 
Thanks for your help and dedication, please pass the photo on if required.
Many thanks,

Myren W Toye (1891)

Myren Toye is to be congratulated upon restoring this tractor to such pristine condition. It was 
found late 1994 quite literally in pieces next to a fence line in Llangolman, near Haverford 
West. Even the cylinder head had been removed. It was exchanged for a section of new 
fencing and so no money changed hands -  a very amicable arrangement. The farmer who 
had it first, now advanced in years, insisted it had always run on TVO so presumably this is a 
local agent’s conversion. Mr Toye is an engineer, which obviously helps, but he also knows 
and had some contact with former Ferguson trained mechanics in his area. A two furrow 
Ferguson plough is used to help out several local smallholders and the tractor performs very 
well. The registration is age-related. A second TE-A of 1948 vintage acquired for spares now 
provides the basis of a second project! It is a pleasure to hear again from South Wales.
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SUFFOLK MARDLE

These old farming exercises provide excellent 
opportunities to use our tractors. The TE-20 
Series mW match the Land Drive reaper 
binder. The FE-35 will do well with the PTO 
version and the Semi-Mounted. The MF65 will 
power the largest drum.

When it comes to carting off, the modern 
tractors never look right.

D. W. Peters (284) form Stonham Parva, near 
Stowmarket, sent in this photograph of his 
1949 P3 conversion, no doubt coping very 
well with its awkward load of around 1 ton.

There is a fair percentage of thatching straw 
harvested in this part of the world and the 
varieties range from the older wheats, such 
as Squareheads Master and Little Joss, 
through to more recent arrivals, such as Maris 
Huntsman, Maris Widgeon and Nickerson 
Aquila.

-------------------- E f is ; ----------------------

It suddenly occurred to me the other day that we may be an oasis of working Fergusons but 
the cavalry are not that far away. Of the three lanes available from the farm gate, two of them 
lead to a TE-20 within half a mile and the third to a growing collection of Ferguson tractors and 
implements!
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THE FERGUSON SALES CHART

In issue No. 23 we included a letter and 
photographs of a Ferguson find in 
Victoria, Australia, sent in by John and 
Nola Taylor. It was marked “Made in 
USA 1953”. We identified the find as a 
representative’s Flip Chart, a well 
established method still in use of 
making a sales presentation with the 
aid of portable illustrations.

The response we hoped for came from 
David Lory in Wisconsin, who also has 
one of these aids. He sent a selection 
of photographs and a photocopy extract 
from the Demonstration section of a 
1953 Ferguson 30 Facts Book. Here we 
see the Flip Chart being used in a 
Ferguson Showroom but, of course, it 
could be used anywhere and was of 
particular value in remote areas.
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From what little detail can be 
made out in the photocopy, it is 
just possible that the Sales 
Chart in use is open at page 6, 
which deals with TRACTION. 
There are differences in paper 
colour and print between the 
two examples and pages 5 and 
7 from David were not among 
the Victoria photographs so 
clearly there were different 
editions. It does seem that these 
Sales Charts are rare and 
desirab le finds, so happy 
hunting. David Lory found his in 
a toy fair, which no doubt many 
of our wives will acknowledge 
without surprise!

Ferguson notes and guidelines 
to sales staff do not only serve 
to illustrate Harry Ferguson’s 
attention to the sales process. 
They are in them selves 
extremely useful guides to the 
safe and convenient usage of 
his tractor, couched in friendly 
terms the Instruction Book 
cannot emulate.
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OVERSEAS CORRESPONDENTS
CANADA

MAJOR CANADIAN CELEBRATION OF 150th ANNIVERSARY OF 
MASSEY-HARRIS-FERGUSON

JULY 17-20,1997

One of Canada’s foremost museums of 
agricu ltu re  and rural life, the Ontario 
Agricultural Museum, is poised to present an 
in ternational ce lebra tion of the 150th 
anniversary of Ontario’s native son, the 
Massey-Harris Co. Ltd. A four day festival to 
be held on the Museum’s 80 acre site is 
planned, offering an opportunity to recognize 
not only the long and fruitful history of 
Massey-Harris, but also of its affiliates and 
successors, including Massey-Ferguson. To 
be held in conjunction with the Museum's 
annual Great Canadian Antique Tractor Field 
Days from July 17 to 20, 1997, the Massey- 
Harris-Ferguson 150th Anniversary 
Celebration is sure to be of interest to tractor 
enthusiasts everywhere.

The Ontario Agricultural Museum is well 
suited to a major celebration of this milestone. 
Located in Milton, Ontario, the Museum is 
within 75 miles of Newcastle, Ontario, where 
the Massey Mfg. Co. was founded in 1847. It 
is situated approximately mid-point between 
the cities of Toronto (where the Massey-Harris 
head offices and key factories were located 
for more than a century), Brantford (where A. 
Harris, Son & Co. was located prior to their 
1891 amalgamation with Massey, and home 
to prominent Massey-Harris and Massey- 
Ferguson works until the 1980s) and 
Woodstock (home of the Bain Wagon Co. 
which was absorbed by Massey-Harris in the 
1890s, and later where the famous Massey- 
Harris “Pony” tractors were built).

Two notable Fergies on display in the Museum’s permanent Massey-Harris 
exhibit. The Type A is one of only three known in North America: the TO-20 is 
serial #1.
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The importance of M assey-Harris and 
Massey-Ferguson has long been recognized 
by the Ontario Agricultural Museum. In 1979, 
an impressive exhibit building was erected 
spec ifica lly  to house and d isp lay the 
Museum’s growing collection of Massey 
related artifacts. Today, this exhibit continues 
to impress visitors, with a broad range of 
Massey-Harris implements, harvesting 
machinery (including an example of Massey's 
famous No. 21 self-propelled combine 
donated by M assey-Ferguson), barn 
machinery and even a M-H bicycle. But it is 
the display of Massey Harris tractors that 
receives the most attention -  some fifteen 
units, from the rare No. 2 and No. 3 tractors 
built in the late teens and early 1920s in 
nearby Weston, Ontario, to Wallis tractors: 
from the innovative four-wheel drive GP of 
the 1930s to a massive M-H 55 of the mid 
1950s. Among the treasured tractors in the 
display are two Fergusons -  a Type A (one of 
only three known to have been brought to 
North America) and a Ferguson TO-20, serial 
number 1 -  driven off the assembly line by 
Harry Ferguson himself as the first tractor to 
be built in his Dearborn, Michigan factory.

The importance of the Ontario Agricultural 
Museum was recognized by Massey- 
Ferguson in the late 1980s, when they 
decided to donate their entire corporate 
archives to the Museum. Thousands of early 
catalogues, parts book and operators' 
manuals were included, along with 
photographs of factory scenes, field trials and 
demonstrations, posters, biographies of key 
Massey personnel and more. Since coming 
to the Museum, the Massey-Ferguson 
archives has been accessed by hundreds of 
researchers and enthusiasts around the 
world. Thanks in large part to the addition of 
th is incred ib le  co llection, the Ontario 
Agricultural Museum now boasts one of the 
finest agricultural archives and libraries in the 
world.

The annual Great Canadian Antique Tractor 
Field Days, designed to showcase vintage 
Canadian made farm power began in 1984. 
Unique among Canadian antique tractor 
shows, it has become well-known for its 
assortment of rare and unusual Canadian 
gasoline and steam tractors, gasoline engines 
and horse-drawn implements, for its colour, 
excitement and action, and most of all, for its 
unfailing patriotic spirit. It features a large farm 
toy show and sale, daily parades, musical 
entertainment, historic skills competitions and 
thrilling games for antique tractors, their 
owners and spectators. A major focus such 
as 1997’s 150th Anniversary of Massey- 
Harris-Ferguson is sure to turn the 
international spotligh t on the “Great 
Canadian” and its host, the Ontario 
Agricultural Museum.

The Museum is already the subject of much 
discussion. Since its inception in the late 
1960s, it has been funded completely by the 
Province of Ontario, it was recently 
announced that Provincial funding would be 
withdrawn, and that the Ontario Agricultural 
Museum would be closed, effective March 31, 
1997. Ever since, there has been intense 
activity among the Museum's supporters, and 
it now appears certain that private funding 
will be in place to allow the Museum to 
continue its operations, likely with an as-yet 
unknown new name, after April 1,1997. This 
is good news, of course, for Massey-Harris 
enthusiasts intent upon celebrating a once- 
in-a-lifetime anniversary at the well-known 
museum. Despite the uncertainties of the past 
few months, the 1997 Great Canadian 
Antique Tractor Field Days and its celebration 
of the 150th Anniversary of Massey-Harris- 
Ferguson is going ahead!
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The (former) Ontario Agricultural Museum is located near Milton, readily accessible from 
Toronto’s Pearson International Airport, only 25 miles away. For more information, contact the 
Museum by telephone at 905-878-8151, by fax at 905-876-4530 or by writing the Museum’s 
Peter M. Ledwith at P.O. Box 38. Milton, Ontario, L9T 2Y3, Canada. To make your visit easier, 
Wade Farm Tours, a Division of Arena Holidays Limited is offering two different tour options 
for enthusiasts from the U.K. Telephone their 24 hour Brochureline on tel. 01394 276276, or 
contact their office at 01394 691202 during office hours for more on their exciting package 
opportunities. But, most importantly, make your plans early to attend this truly once-in a- 
lifetime event!

Peter M. Ledwith Curator, 
Ontario Agricultural Museum

Editor.
The Wade Farm Tour starts and finishes at London Heathrow Airport, Thursday 17th -  
Wednesday 23rd July inclusive. Cost is £595 per person plus £62 travel insurance. Note- 
airport and departure taxes are NOT included. Price is based on two persons sharing the 
hotel room, supplement if you want single accommodation is £100 (£20 per night). Price 
includes all scheduled travel, five nights hotel room only, travel and admission to Field Days, 
tour guide and hotel taxes. For payment detail, documentation etc., write to:

Wade Farm Tours 
Hamilton House 
Cambridge Road 
Felixstowe 
Suffolk IP11 7SW

or Telephone: 01394 691200 (provisional telephone reservations)
01394 691201 (regular office hours) 

or Fax: 01394 271043

A Sawyer-Massey 20-40 h.p., a rare Canadian-made Massey-Harris No. 3, 
and an all- original Massey-Harris 101 Super in front of the Museum's Massey- 
Harris building.
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DENMARK

We hope to report the 50th Anniversary celebrations in the next issue. In the meantime, could 
anyone help Merethe Hansen find an oilbath aircleaner for a 1939 Fordson N tractor?

For those members who are also interested in Fordson, this tractor is in the 
‘harvest gold’ colour used between 1938-40.

ANSWERS to FIRESIDE PUZZLE 

(page 71)

39 words:
DAVID, BROWN, DRAFT, RIGID, TILLER, BLACK, TRACTOR, CONTROL, TINE, TE, 
UNIVERSAL, VIRTUAL, SYSTEM, TO, SEED, DRILL, HITCH, BANANA, TEA, EROS, 
POINT, NAN, TOA, FORD, FERGUSON, OVERTIME, LOWER, LINK, HANDSHAKE, 
MODEL A, HARRY, TED, SCOOP, SOIL, TEC, OIL, LAMP, VO, TVO.

Some can be arranged to give 15 combinations we would recognise:
UNIVERSAL SEED DRILL, HARRY FERGUSON, EROS TRACTOR, LOWER LINK, 
FERGUSON BROWN, DRAFT CONTROL, VIRTUAL HITCH POINT, OVERTIME 
TRACTOR, FORD EROS, FERGUSON MODELA, RIGIDTINE, FERGUSON SYSTEM, 
BLACK TRACTOR, DAVID BROWN, FORD FERGUSON.
There may be more!
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GERMANY

Karl-Heinz Kiunke, who has a long association with Ferguson and Massey-Ferguson, 
has taken on Ferguson Club affairs in the North of Germany and recently organised 
the first Club rally there. We intend to include reports in German, as once we did in 
Welsh, but most will also be translated into English.

1st Ferguson-Rally in Germany.

Theme of the first get-together of this kind was;
“50 years Ferguson TE20 and 10 years 
Ferguson Club”. The meeting place was in the 
North of Germany, about halfway between 
Hamburg and Bremen. This location, very 
close to the Autobahn A1 proved 
advantageous, as some of the 40-50 visitors 
came from as far away as the Danish border,
Berlin, Rothenburg o.T., Herford area and 
Munster district.
Unfortunately we could not advertise this event in the most popular German vintage tractor 
magazine, called “Schlepper-Post” {tractor-mail). Early preparations came to an abrupt end 
when, due to sudden unavailability of the meeting-place, a new place and a new team had to 
be found in a hurry. It is thanks to the assistance of these Ferguson enthusiasts that we were 
able to meet in this Jubilee Year. The great interest of the participants on Oct. 26th was a sign 
that it was right to hold on to the plan to hold a rally this year because a gathering of Ferguson 
fans in Germany has been long overdue.

Ferguson-Treffen in Deutschland am 26.10.1996 in 27419 GroB-Meckelsen. 
Foto taken by Hans-Heinrich Ehlen, Ferguson-Club~Member 2077 (His 
Ferguson TEF)
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Among the special points of interest 
repeatedly asked by the visitors were:

Where can we get spare parts? A list of 
addresses for suppliers in D and GB is now 
available. At the same time we are mentioning 
Ferguson Club members, who in former years 
have worked with Ferguson machinery and 
are able to give advice to others when 
restoring tractors.

Could the magazine include German? 
Naturally a fan likes to read about his interests 
in his home-language. The Ferguson System 
originated in the sphere of the English 
language and its biggest spreading was in 
English-speaking countries. Nevertheless, in 
a convincing manner Harry Ferguson’s 
inventions crossed all borders. The outcome 
can still be seen in the construction of nearly 
all tractors of today. This is one of the reasons 
why non-English speaking people want to find 
out more about the Ferguson System and 
everything in connection with it. In accordance 
with the talks in Northern Ireland in May, the 
visitors of the 1st rally in Germany were 
informed that in future there will be articles in 
German. Regarding this edition, some 
contributions already have been sent to the 
Editor. One possible way also is an English 
and German text, assisted by pictures. 
Naturally a growing number of German 
Members will underline the necessity for 
pages in German. At this rally 16 new 
members joined the Ferguson Club.

How to ge t Ferguson equipm ent and 
implements?The meeting of Ferguson fans 
and the start of a Ferguson-Borse (Ferguson 
Stock Exchange) will offer ways to find out 
where to get the desired equipment.

When will the next Rally be held? This 
question emphasizes the interest in Ferguson 
Rallies in Germany. The second one will take 
place on Sat. 22nd Febr. 97, at the same

location, (as a winter rally without tractors). 
The 3rd one will be an outdoor rally again, on 
Sat. Oct 18th 1997. The heading is: Work task 
and fun around Harry Ferguson’s 
demonstration square.

Can we get a copy of your Ferguson videos? 
These 2 videos (3 hrs each) could be viewed 
at the rally. They are composed of films which 
I took at rallies in GB, DK, CH, NL, D and L, 
and of bigger or smaller parts of the very old 
Ferguson films, which I obtained from MF at 
Stareton, Kenilworth, as videos. I have 
applied for permission to copy these in my 
own international Ferguson films. I am waiting 
for the OK from the MF Audio-Visual Services 
Department.

Among the visitors at the rally was Mr. W. 
Tobaben Sen. He was a pioneer for the 
Ferguson System in Germany (our rally-place 
is in his early Ferguson district) and he told 
us about those days. One demonstration was 
attended by a competitor with his newly 
designed 4-wheel-drive-tractor. At the sight 
of this tractor, and comparing it with the little 
grey Ferguson, doubts were expressed by the 
onlookers. They felt that the Fergie had no 
chance at all, especially as the soil was very 
heavy in general, and light in patches -  all in 
one field. But with astonishment the farmers 
soon witnessed one of the advantages of the 
Ferguson System, traction without heavy 
in-built weight.
Mr. Fricke Sen. (in those days a Hanomag 
dealer) told us how Mr. Tobaben made life 
hard for him at demonstrations and when 
se lling  tractors. Today, however, 
Fricke-Tobaben is one company and MF 
products still play a major part in the business. 
Another tractor which they sell is Fendt. And 
here and especially in this 50th Anniversary 
Year of the Ferguson TE20 tractor, one can 
make an interesting comparison. Recently 
also in 1996 Fendt produced its 500,000th 
tractor within many decades -  Ferguson,
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however, alone at Coventry produced well 
over 500,000 TE20 tractors within 10 years.

Mr. Haase from Denmark told us about the 
re-use of complete Ferguson transmissions 
and final drives in spray irrigation equipment. 
After a long life in the TE20 models, these 
parts are giving another lifelong service in this 
special field of agricultural technology.

Some Ferguson fans had brought along their 
collection of miniature tractors. The Jubilee 
Ferguson TE20 Miniature Models {kindly 
supplied by MFTobaben on commission) all 
found happy buyers.
On a pin-board map of North Germany 
everyone placed a pin in his hometown. 
Those, who came from places outside this 
area placed their pin along the edge but were 
just as welcome. Pictures and texts of 
Ferguson leaflets could be studied along the 
wall in the hall in a photocopied and enlarged 
form.

Many pairs of eyes watched the 
demonstration by Hans-Heinrich Ehlen, when 
the Ferguson jack (which I had brought from

England shortly before) lifted his Fergie, 
which was set at its widest track, right off the 
ground. Special interest -  because it was 
completely new to many present -  was 
aroused by the “narrow version” among the 
other tractors. There was measuring, 
comparing and discussing.

All visitors who brought along their Ferguson 
received a sealed-in “poster” (the same 
picture as the Jubilee postcard) with an 
inscription “26.10.96, 1. Ferguson-Treffen in 
Deutschland, 27419 GroB-Meckelsen” One 
tractor arrived with plough and a big sign 
saying: It all started with this one! Later on 
we saw a few nice straight furrows in a field 
nearby.

Also available was a reproduction of the first 
German sales booklet in A5, edited 1950/51, 
with the title :
“Mehr Lebensmittel fur weniger Geld auf 
ganziich neuem Wege mit dem 
FERGUSON-SYSTEM”

“More food at less cost in a completely new 
way with the FERGUSON-SYSTEM”

LINCON WORKS

BATTERIES
G.D. NEGUS - R.H. NEGUS

ARTERIAL ROAD • LEIGH-ON-SEA ESSEX • SS9 4EG

Tel: (01702) 525374 or 528711

127



DER FERGUSON CLUB

Ferguson Kreuzwortratsel

waagerecht
2) Weiche Farbe hatte Harry Fergusons 
Traktor, der nur als ein Exemplar gebaut 
wurde; aber noch zu besichtigen 1st?
3) An w ievielen Punkten warden die 
Ferguson-Gerate am Schlepper angebaut? 
6) Ein heute wieder aktuelles Gerat zur 
Unkrautbekam pfung aus dem 
Ferguson-Programm.
9) Welches Tell des Ferguson-Systems 
bew irkt, da(3 die Bodenhaftung der 
Vorderrader und damit voile Lenkfahigkeit 
selbst beim Bergaufpflugen stets gegeben 
ist?

10) Aus wievielen Stucken besteht die 
Ferguson-Vorderachse?
11) W ieviele  Zylinder hat die 
Ferguson-Hydraulikpumpe?
12) Behalter des Ferguson-Schleppers 
oberhalb des Motors.
13) Wie war der Ferguson-Schlepper 
gewichtsmaBig gesehen bei leichter Arbeit im 
Fruhjahr?
15) Weiche Bewegung fuhrten die Hinterrader 
der Ferguson-Schleppers, dank des 
Ferguson-Systems durch, wenn der Pflug auf 
im Boden verdeckte Hindernisse traf?
17) E inzinkiges Gerat aus dem 
Ferguson-Gerateprogramm.
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20) Mit welchem Gerat ist der 
Ferguson-Schlepper im Firmen-Logo 
abgebildet?

senkrecht
2) Welches Gerat aus dem Ferguson- 
Programm -  mit Fassungs-vermdgen von 0,4 
cbm - kann bei Uberschwemmungen helfen; 
und wird zusammen mit dem kleinen grauen 
Fergi auf einem Denkmal dargestellt?
4) Ein wesentliches.im m er sichtbares 
Merkmal des Ferguson-Systems.
6) Name des Erfinders der 3-Punkt-Flydraulik, 
auf die auch die Kraftheber der allermeisten 
heute gebauten Schlepper noch 
zuruckgehen.
7) An welchem Ende (in Bezug auf die 
O lfluB rich tung) der Ferguson 
-Flydraulikpumpe sitzt das Steuerventil?
10) Welcher wichtige Bestandteil der meisten 
Schlepper geht auch heute noch auf die 1925 
patentierte Grundidee von Flarry Ferguson 
zuruck?

12) M odell-Bezeichnung fu r den 
Ferguson-Schlepper TE-20 mit Dieselmotor?
15) Fur welchen K ra fts to ff ist der 
Ferguson-Schlepper TED-20 entwickelt?
16) Die Spurweite der Vorderachse kann beim 
Ferguson-Schlepper TE-20 in Abstanden von 
wievielen Zentimetern verstellt warden?
17) Wie w irkt das G ewicht der 
Ferguson-Schlepper bei schwerer Arbeit in 
schwerem Boden?
20) Was braucht beim Verstellen der 
Vorderradspur am Ferguson-Schiepper nicht 
verstellt zu warden?
22) Dieses Ferguson-Anbaugerat dringt 
senkrecht in den Boden ein und legt die 
aufgewuhite  Erde kreisform ig an der 
Oberflache ab.

Die Antworten warden auf dem 1. 
Ferguson-Treffen in Deutschland bzw. in der 
F e rg u s o n -C lu b -M itg lie d e rz e its c h r if t  
veroffentiicht.

Halbraupe Fur den Ferguson-Schlepper
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In response to Newsletter No. 23 (page 82) 
Andrew Boorman writes as follows:

Letchworth
Herts

Dear Mr Cousins,
I enclose my notes on Eschwege as 
discussed on the telephone recently. As I said 
they are only gleanings from Neufeld and it 
may well be that our German members will 
come up with something more worthwhile. If 
this does not happen please feel free to ignore 
my offering -  I am fully aware that someone 
from the locality could dig up some far better 
information.
Yours sincerely

Andrew Boorman

THE ESCHWEGE FACTORY 

Land of Hesse

The acquisition, by Massey-Harris, of the 
Eschwege plant in Germany came about 
almost accidentally in 1951. They had, 
pre-war, been distributors for the Raussendorf 
low density straw press and they now needed 
an integral press for their self propelled 
combine in mainland Europe. Hermann 
Raussendorf’s factory was now in the Russian 
Zone of Germany and he took an interest in a 
company called John Grebenstein of 
Eschwege in order to regain production 
facilities. M-H asked him to develop a press 
and provided DM100,000 to get the venture 
off the ground to which further amounts were 
later added to ensure supply of presses. 
Naturally M-H were anxious to protect their 
investment and they came to an agreement 
with the Land of Hesse to take over the 
business and invest in new plant and 
machinery. The Land of Hesse provided 
DM600,000 at favourable terms in order to 
provide em ploym ent opportunities at 
Eschwege. Raussendorf became an 
employee of M-H and the press still bore his 
name. He, together with the Canadian, Tom 
Carroll, who designed the famous Nos. 20 and

21 combines, introduced the No. 630 combine 
which went into production in 1954 and by 
1962 when it ceased approximately 25000 
had been built. Between 1954 and 1966 
Eschwege built 52500 combines of all types.

The low density press was generally not 
popular with U.K. farmers who preferred the 
high density square bale for its ease of 
cartage and stacking. One area that favoured 
low density was the East Anglian fens where 
the trusses were ideal for insulating the 
extensive outdoor potato clamps that 
stretched for vast distances in the fields.

The most popular ‘square’ baler of the late 
40 ’s, early 50 ’s was the In ternational 
Harvester B45, which with its simple auger 
feed to the side of the bale chamber was far 
cheaper to produce than the M-H 701 with 
its more elaborate top feed system.

As far as Ferguson tractors are concerned 
they were exhibited at the first post war 
Hannover agricultural exhibition in 1949 
though at that time foreign imports were 
forbidden. By the time of the merger with M-H 
in 1953 they were represented by an 
independent distributor. As I remember it, at 
this time German tractor production was very 
fragmented, twin cylinder diesel engines and 
the Lanz single two stroke being most popular 
but no one was turning out medium size all 
purpose machines of the Ferguson or 
Fordson type. The German farmer with less 
acreage than his British counterpart liked a 
mid mounted mower attached and their three 
point hitch, without draft control of course, was 
way behind the U.K.

SOURCE:
A Global Corporation by E.P. Neufeld.
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Massey-Harris-Ferguson in Germany

Klaus Bergner (823) has very kindly sent a selection of photographs for the Club archive and 
writes as follows:

Im Newsletter Nr. 23 schreibt John Cousins, 
da3 er zwischen 1957 und 1969 zeitweise in 
Deutschland gelebt hat und niemals einen 
FERGUSON gesehen hat. Daruber bin ich 
sehr erstaunt, denn in den 60er-Jahren lag 
MF te ilw e ise  auf Rang 4 der 
Traktoren-Neukaufe in Deutschland. 
(Redaktion. Ich erinnere mich an M-F aber 
nicht Ferguson!)
1874 gab es einen ersten Exportauftrag aus 
Deutschland an die Firma MASSEY uber 20 
Gras- und Getreidemaher. 1894 wurde eine 
MASSEY Niederlassung in Berlin gegrundet, 
1928 wurde eine Fabrik in Koln-Westhoven 
errichtet. 1954 wurde ein neues Werk in 
Eschwege an der Werra erbaut, ab 1955 
liefen dort die “Bauern-Mahdrescher MH 630” 
vom Band. (Redaktion. Kleiner Mahdrescher 
mit 1.6m Schnitt).
Die Aufkieber (Decals) der rot-grauen FE 35 
sahen seit Jahreswechsel 1957/58 in 
Deutschland so aus: Grundfarbe rot, die 
Buchstaben silber und schwarz umrandet, Ein 
Prospekt von Mai 1958 liegt bei, FE 35 mit 
Original - HELLA - Beleuchtungseinrichtung. 
Mechanische, chemische und Witterungs- 
einflusse lassen diese Aufkieber oft ganz 
anders erschelnen.
Beigefugte Fotos -  entstanden sind sie 
vermutlich 1958/1959 beim Versuch, den 
Sch lege lfe ldhacksle r in die deutsche 
Landw irtschaft e inzufuhren. Die 
Grundversion dieses Hackslers ist der Typ 
LUNDELL 740, die Schlepper sind FE 35 
(Vierzylinder, Standard 23 C) und MF 65 Mark 
I (Perkins A4.192). Die Aufkieber des FE 35 
sind nicht original, auch die Aufkieber 
“FERGUSON SYSTEM” waren nie an dieser 
Stelle angebracht. Vermutlich ist dieser 
Traktor noch ein grau/goldener FE 35, der

spater mit breiteren Kotflugein ausgerustet 
und neu lackiert wurde.

Mit freundlichen GruBen 
(an alle FERGUSON-Freunde)

In Newsletter 23 John Cousins writes that he 
lived part of the time in Germany between 
1957 and 1969, and never saw a Ferguson. I 
am amazed as in the Sixties the MF was 4th 
in the new tractor sales in Germany. (Ed. I 
recall MF but not Ferguson)
The first German export order to Massey for 
20 grass and corn cutters was placed in 1874. 
A branch establishment was founded by 
Massey in 1894 in Berlin, in 1928 a factory 
was built in Cologne. In 1954 a new factory 
was built in Eschwege-on-Werra and from 
1955 the MH630 combine harvester was in 
production (Ed. Small combine with 5ft 4in cut)

From 1/1/1958 in Germany the decals on 
the red-grey FE35 looked as follows: Basic 
colour red, letters silver with black surround. 
A prospectus of May 1958 is enclosed, FE35 
with orig inal HELLA lighting system. 
Mechanical, chemical and weather influences 
caused the decals to look quite different.
The enclosed photos probably originate from 
the introduction of the Forage Harvester to 
the German agricultural market. The basic 
version of this harvester is the LUNDELL 740, 
the tractors are FE 35 (4 cylinder, Standard 
23 C) and MF65 Mark 1 (Perkins A4 192). 
The decals on the FE 35 are not original, also 
the “FERGUSON SYSTEM” decals were 
never fixed at that position. Probably this 
tractor was originally a grey-gold FE-35 which 
was later fitted with wider wings and re
painted. I will be pleased to help with any 
further similar information.

With friendly greetings (to all Ferguson
friends)
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Light Forage Harvester, model number unknown

Medium Forage Harvester or swather, type and model number unknown
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Heavy duty Forage Harvester, thought to be based upon the Lundell 740. This 
would make it a flail harvester, using flails instead of a knife to cut and chop the 
crop.

50 X Ferguson

(or Highlights of
After a very rough crossing to Newcastle, I 
headed southward to Lincolnshire to the well- 
known Popplewell collection. A Ferguson with 
a dumpskip was standing in the driveway so 
I could not miss the piace.The Ferguson kale- 
cutrake aroused my special interest. This rear- 
mounted “buckrake, equipped with a sickle 
bar mower at the points of the rake” certainly 
eased the task of harvesting and transporting 
kale; perhaps even in these days. Nor had I 
ever seen the Ferguson one-row beet-topper, 
with its landwheel and chaindriven big guide- 
wheel for topping each beet at the correct 
height. The Ferguson beet harvester was lying 
there for inspection, in one-row and 4-row 
form.

Fortunately a Reekie-Ferguson vineyard 
made in Scotland was standing beside a 
Ferguson Vineyard. The main differences 
seemed to be that the Ferguson had smaller 
wheels than the normal width model, and 
“built in” wheelweights in front, providing an 
extra low centre of gravity. The Reekie

2 Weeks in GB)
mudguards are tilted forward to protect the 
driver’s legs and feet.

On route to the ferry for Northern Ireland I 
passed along the A 66 and repeatedly 
remarked upon the lovely landscape, all 
Ferguson country with undulating, hilly, steep, 
stony places, where the little grey Fergie really 
could demonstrate what it could do.
In the wonderful Lake District David Weeks 
demonstrated the use of the Ferguson tractor- 
jack (second version). The rear frame-end of 
which is coupled to the bottom arms, and the 
front end is placed underneath the bolts, 
where the bottom arms are fitted. (The former 
version had to be placed around the bottom 
half of the trumpet housing.) After the 
separate front frame of the jack with its 2 
spikes was placed underneath in front of the 
engine, it was a matter of seconds to raise 
the Ferguson TED off the ground.

At the Ulster Museum in Belfast it was the 
Ferguson A tractor which created special
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interest. It was such a Ferguson tractor -  
demonstrated by its inventor Harry Ferguson 
on Henry Ford’s property -  which impressed 
him so very much with its advanced 
construction and abilities, resulting in the 
“Handshake Agreement” and the production 
of the Ford-Ferguson System Tractor (model 
9N). The model A tractor was displayed with 
the model D ridger. The first Ferguson hitch, 
called Duplex 2-point hitch was also exhibited.

Among the items offered for sale on the 
occasion of the AGM in Larne, were pullovers 
with the Ferguson Club logo and the 
additional words “50th anniversary TE 20 
1946-1996”; furthermore Jubilee car stickers, 
also china mugs picturing a boy plowing with 
a Ferguson TE-20, and showing the words 
and signs of the 50th anniversary on the 
handle, on the bottom side and the upper 
inside: furthermore a brass plate picturing 
Harry Ferguson, leaning forward while driving 
his tractor when cleaning a deep ditch with a 
springloaded tine cultivator; and a coloured 
postcard showing the front of an Australian 
Ferguson sales leaflet -  pretty well 50 years 
old.
At the special Jubilee Dinner, a birthday cake 
was cut and tasted. Its decoration said: The 
Ferguson Club 10th anniversary / Ferguson 
TE-20 50 th Anniversary. In one corner of the 
square cake a miniature Ferguson TE-20 
model was standing on a solid plate and 
pedestal of white marzipan.

A bus tour along the Irish Linen Trail and to 
Harry Ferguson s birthplace and home farm 
was part of the programme on another day.

At the Balmoral Agricultural Show the very 
impressive and informative display was an 
outstanding item. It told the visitors about 
Harry Ferguson’s achievements in power 
farming with the Ferguson hydraulic 3-point 
system, the basic ideas of which, still can be

found in nearly every tractor in present day 
production. His Royal Highness Prince Philip 
visited the stand (while I was there!) and 
among others he had a ta lk with Dick 
Dowdeswell, a former demonstrator in many 
countries, who also worked together with 
Harry Ferguson during the TE-20, FE-35 and 
MF 35 years. Prince Philip also talked with 
him about the Ferguson car. To many people 
it still is unknown, that Harry Ferguson was 
the first one to fly and build his own aeroplane 
in Ireland. In the above mentioned Ulster 
Museum the plane can be inspected. He also 
built a racing car and a 4-wheel drive 
passenger car with anti-spin and anti-lock 
mechanisms. The car in its design and 
construction was well ahead of its time in the 
Fifties.

Really breath-taking was the arrival of more 
than 150 Ferguson tractors at a vintage tractor 
rally between Belfast and the Irish border. A 
lot of them fitted with Ferguson equipment 
such as: various ploughs, cu ltiva tors, 
transport boxes, ham merm ills, potato 
planters, cordwood saws, sprayers, potato 
diggers, ridgers, front sweeper, half-tracks. 
Later on they all lined up in 3 long rows. Well,
I never have seen such a lot of Fergies in 
one place in my life. The few tractors of other 
makers added pleasant colourful dots to the 
picture of uniform grey, but nevertheless 
different technical details.

This report would not be complete without 
m entioning the hearty hosp ita lity  and 
kindness of the people I have met, thus 
multiplying the joy which 1 experienced during 
this remarkable visit.

My last visit was to Bob Stoddart’s Ferguson 
cellar at Hexham. The very interesting 
collection of unusual items brought to an end 
this wonderful anniversary visit, only because 
I had to leave for the ferry.

Karl-Heinz Kiunke
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C o m p le t e  Y o u r  R e s to r a tio n !
Now available WORLDWIDE, exact replica commission plates for 

your Ferguson, these aluminium plates are exact replicas correctly 
detailed and anodised for only £10 inclusive of the brass 

hammerdrive rivets and P&P
For an extra £2.00 we will stamp your commission number for you. 

Don't miss this opportunity to finish your Fergle to 
perfection.

Also just available, Massey-Harris-Ferguson commission plates at
the same prices.

V A C r  I N  K N f . l  A N O  R Y

THE STANDARD MOTOR CO. LTD
C O V E N T R Y ,  E N G L A N D  

U N O I M  U  K V’ A l t N T S

M A D E  I N  T N r . U A N U  DV

THE STANDARD MOTOR CO LTD
C O V E N T R Y  E N G L A N D

U N O t H  T M J  l . r  U H r A T t . N T ; >

B

O I M T H  P A T E N T * ; .  P I  M OI NC .

 ̂> I «/</«»/ !

O H t V K T E  C. r  r.
O T H E M  P A T E N T ' ; .  P E N D I N G

M assey-H arris-Ferguson
iMaNUfAfTURiNTj i I t M lU O

Order Form
Please send me............ TE Commission plate(s). Type A/B (delete
as applicable)
Commission number if required TE ........................................
N am e:.........................................................................................................

Address:.....................................................................................................

I enclose a cheque for the value of £.......................... made out to
Alan Bunter.
Please send to : ACB Engineering, Station House, Milborne Port, 
SHERBORNE, Dorset, DT9 4PR'^
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REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

All Ireland Vintage Ploughing Champion

This is our member, John F. Keohane, from Rossmore in Co. Cork, photographed in 1995 
after winning the All Ireland Vintage Ploughing Match. In 1996 he won it again! This is a 
record, no one has won it twice before, least of all twice in a row. May we all congratulate John 
Keohane on this remarkable achievement and wish him the best of good fortune in the 1997 
championship. Perhaps we might have a photograph of the winning FE-35 and plough?

Photograph by courtesy of Farmer’s Journal.

It is most important that fuel be clean before it reaches the injector 
pump. After that it is too late. Think longditudinally: clean fuel 
source -  filter re-fuelling -  remember the auxiliary tank also settles 
water and sludge, which can be drained routinely via a plug. 
Where there is a fuel pump, check gauze filter and sediment 
chamber. Where two main filters are fitted in series, the main 
concern is the primary -  clean the outside thoroughly before 

dismantling -  do not attempt to clean or re-use paper filters, replace them -  don’t hoard the 
new seals supplied with the filter cartridge, use them. Clean washable fuel filter elements with 
clean fuel and dry by blowing low pressure in reverse to flow. Remember, one of the functions 
of the secondary filter is to stop dust and particles inadvertently entering the system when 
the Primary filter is dismantled and serviced. Cleanliness is that important. Use systematic 
bleeding of the system after servicing to check fuel colour and condition, especially at the 
injector pump.
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Ferguson in County Monaghan

The Ferguson 20 in typical Monaghan countryside scene was a common sight 
in the harvest time during the Fifties and Sixties

County Monaghan lies just South of the border in the Republic of Ireland and is approximately 
thirty miles by forty miles at its widest points. The population is around 51,000 and there are 
five towns scattered around the County of which Monaghan town is the capital. The quality of 
land varied from blanket bog in the North to cereal growing in the South and a mixture of 
everything in between. The northern two-thirds consists of a series of little hills, known locally 
as Drumlins and these make tractor work very difficult, demanding the utmost concentration 
from the driver.

The farm holdings are predominately small with the majority under fifty acres.

Research revealed that only two Ferguson A’s came into County Monaghan. One of these is 
still in existence (No. 659) and is at present undergoing restoration.The second one was 
broken for scrap in 1966. Both tractors came into County Monaghan second hand. No. 659 
was first registered on the 17th of September 1938 by a Mr. Mervyn Knox Brown of 
Fivemiletown, Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland, it later passed to a Mr John Mills (15th December 1947) 
and a Mr R.R Leming, 20th January 1950 (both Co. Tyrone). It finally came into County 
Monaghan in 1952 to a Mr Thomas Stevenly of Scotstown. Mr Stevenly kept it until 1975 
when the present owner, John McPhillips bought it for nine pounds.

In the County generally, tractors were confined to large farmers and contractors, up until the 
late 1940s. In 1939 the Ford Ferguson dealers were H.S. Givens of Monaghan town and 
Isaac Hillis of Castleblaney. Approximately 150 Ford Fergusons operated in the County and 
surprisingly few have survived into preservation.

The biggest transformation to hit Monaghan agriculture came from 1946 onwards when 
Ferguson began manufacturing the 20 series. It coincided with farmers being in improved
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financial positions and able to adopt new 
methods. This resulted in thousands of 
20’s working on the hills of County 
Monaghan. Most of these tractors were 
purchased new and the agent for the 
whole County was Monaghan Motor 
Works. A small number of these tractors 
are still in every day use. Fond memories 
are recalled by the older generation, of 
hours spent preparing the fields for crops 
and in the Autumn harvesting with the 
little 20 and all the neighbours coming 
to help.

FERGUSON CLUB

Mr John McPhillips on his Model A Number 659, 
which he purchased in 1975 for £9. This photo was 
taken ten years ago, the tractor is at present 
undergoing restoration.

PLAQUES
To finish off your Ferguson display 
with distinction use a professionally 
made plaque by GDI Engraving

Ask about our other products too

GDI Engraving
Unit 8,

Goatsmore Lane,
Stock,
Essex.

Ferguson Club Member A 20 still in everyday use owned by Mr Bernard 
Connolly. This must be the G.Ti. model.
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One piece of equipment which was common up until the late 1960’s was the adoption of the 
Ferguson mower type 5A-EE-B20 or used as a reaper. In the accompanying photograph the 
position of the operator is shown. I would be interested to know if this system was widely used 
in other countries.

This photograph shows the Ferguson mower adopted for use as a reaper. The 
author is driving the tractor helped by Benny McKenna and is used for topping 
grass land during the summer in the conventional way.

Editor. Unfortunately the photograph will not copy well for really the subject Is most Interesting. 
This rear mounted Mower could be fitted with a rare attachment designed to collect and 
bunch the crop for subsequent hand tying, the function directly comparable to the first reapers, 
where a second worker sat behind the horseman and raked off the collected crop into 
convenient lots. It was superseded by the Sail Reaper, to give some idea of the period in 
question. This partial mechanisation of the harvesting process was developed by Ferguson 
primarily for use In agriculturally backward areas, such as the Indian sub-continent, and mostly 
with the 6ft cutter bar (6A-EE-B20). We have no serious information on this equipment, nor 
do we even know its correct name and code number. It does not appear in contemporary 
literature. May we please have close up photographs and copies of any Ferguson literature 
for study and subsequent transfer to the club archive. Thank you for including this.

In the mid 1950s a local mechanic, Cecil Moffett designed and built a potato harvester based 
on a diesel 20. Only one was made, Mr Moffett died in the mid 1970s but his family now 
manufacture multi-function tractors and fork lift trucks.

John Doran (Memb. No. 1650)
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This photograph shows the potato harvester built by Cecil Moffett in the mid 
1950s. It was the only one built, the driver is Monaghan Vintage Club member 
Mr Sean Moen.

The author at a ploughing match October 1995, with a plough borrowed from 
another Ferguson Club member Mr Eddie Owens.

140



THE FERGUSON CLUB

SOUTH AFRICA

TE-20 50th Anniversary Celebrations at the Royal Show in Pietermaritzburg 

Dennis Field, South Africa Representative
Merhvale,

Natal
Dear John
Now that the Royal Show in Pietermaritzburg is over, I can sit down and start writing to you. 
First of a ll , thank you very much for your letter and the two parcels which arrived safely. The 
racing car and £20 note I will be returning to you when I have had some photographs developed.
I presume that the sales brochures etc. I can keep. Thank you very much indeed for your help. 
Our stand won a medallion and a special award for best endeavour.

Part of the Ferguson display on the VT & EC stand. Dennis Field’s three TE-As 
are in the centre. Did all imported TE models carry the Ferguson System logo?

I took my 3 TEA’S down and altogether on the stand were 5 TEA’S, 4 TED’s (including the 
20,000 th TED to arrive in South Africa ) 3 TEF’s, 2 35VO’s and 1 FE35 in grey and gold, 1 
Ford Ferguson, 2 Model ‘A’s, one painted black and the other which appeared in Vol 7 No 2 
(one of our members went hundreds of miles to the Willem Prinsloo Museum in Pretoria to 
borrow it, and has since returned i t ) More of this tractor later.

There is a proposal...

to reduce by £15, £10 and £5 respectively the next subscription of the three members 
who introduce the most new members during the current year.
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The solitary Ford-Ferguson 9N is company with what appears to be an early 
TE-A. Photo by Dennis Field

There were also 2 Fordsons, 2 Case, an Allis Chalmers B, 2 John Deere’s and a new MF240 
for comparison. Implements on show were Ferguson grader, dam scoop, cordwood saw, tiller, 
2-disc ploughs, 2 furrow mouldboard plough, 3 furrow mouldboard plough, tooth harrow, rotary 
tiller, and an unrestored roller with a TEA on top.

The unrestored TE-A (conversion?) and roller. Rumour has it here that the 
inland climate is kind to abandoned vehicles and that Ferguson tractors are 
frequent finds. True? Photo by Dennis Field
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Inside the building were displays of models, the cutaway TEA turned with an electric motor via 
the PTO shaft, displays of Harry Ferguson's achievements, videos of vintage tractors and 
stationary engines and a counter selling all makes of tractor caps, tractor belt buckles, pin on 
badges, brochures, T-shirts and other items of interest.

The 20,000th TE-D 20 to be imported into South Africa. There is an inscription 
on the left of the dashboard. May we please know what the inscription is and 
see a close up photograph for the Archive. In December 1951 the Farming 
Reporter had featured the 10,000th Ferguson tractor to be imported and showed 
it on the dockside next to the Capetown Castle, which had brought it from 
England, complete with two furrow plough. Tractor and plough were to be the 
First Prize in a soil conservation quiz to be organised by the National Veld
Trust.

Internal judging was done on the 1 st of June 
but we were all kept waiting for the results 
until Wednesday the 5th as that was the day 
that as many Ferguson dealers, present and 
particu la rly  past, well known people 
connected with Fergusons over the years, the 
M.D of M/F in S.Africa and many others were 
invited to lunch. I was lucky to bring home a 
cup and miniature, one 1 st Rosette, three 2nd 
Rosettes and a 3rd Rosette.
We had parades round the Showground and 
three displays in the Arenas where we had 
competitions between the Ferguson team of

Photo by Dennis Field

four, which I had to organise, and a team of 
four comprising a Case, an Allis Chalmers, a 
John Deere and a Fordson. There was a relay 
race in which the first driver was given a 
grease gun which he had to take as quickly 
as possible across the Arena, dismount and 
hand to the second driver, who returned to 
hand it to the third driver etc. There was 
another race with four markers placed in the 
centre of the Arena in a straight line, 2 drivers 
at each end and on the signal the first driver 
had to drive between the markers in a series 
of S’s without touching them and on to the
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second driver who returned, then the third and fourth. There was a “musical cans” race, A 
drum with 7 oil cans on top was placed in the centre of the Arena and the markers from the 
previous race placed in a wide circle round it. We had to drive round slowly and at the drop of 
a hat 8 drivers made a dash to grab a can each. No rules, just get a can! Of course the cans 
got scattered on the grass and there was great diving and snatching. One lost out, then there 
were 7 drivers and 6 cans, then 6 and 5 and so on. 2 points for each can each time. The last 
race had 2 empty drums at each end and a person standing in the centre for each team with 
four Polo balls. On the word go the first driver had to catch a ball on his way past the thrower 
in the centre and then throw
it into the drum at the other 
end, driver No. 2 could then 
start. If you missed the catch 
or the drum you had to get off 
and pick it up, get on and 
continue. The results at the 
end of the second day were 
even, so we had to have a 
final. 2 drivers only passing 
the grease gun. I chose our 
two 35VO’s and our team just 
won. We were each 
presented with 20 litres of 
SuperTractorOil.

Your progress with instrument 
dials is good news and I am 
looking forward to hearing 
how you are progressing.

Many thanks for everything, .. . . . . .
Kind regards Dennis Field safely returned to base with accumulated booty:
QgPf ĵg one cup and replica, one 1st prize, three 2nd, one 3rd and 20

litres of tractor oil. Congratulations! Photo by Dennis Field

Ferguson extracts from a General 

Report by R. P. North,
Secretary of the Vintage Tractor & Engine Club of South Africa (Natal Branch)

Royal Show

This year’s event will surely go down in history as the greatest yet, and also as a trend setter 
-  the decision to focus on one tractor make and create a feature worked extremely well. The 
major spin off came from our request for sponsorship from the Natal Massey-Ferguson Dealers 
which allowed us to convert a donated shipping container into a most useful cloak room/toilet 
and adjoining secure store. A lot of hard work and planning was put in by the Committee, the 
Ferguson sub-Committee and keen members to create an outstanding display. Total SA
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provided generous sponsorship in return for 
space to display their new products and to 
assist on the stand.

A total of 18 various genuine Ferguson 
tractors with a range of 12 Ferguson 
implements were assembled with one new 
Massey-Ferguson 240 in the background to 
remind us that it has evolved from these old 
‘Little Grey Fergies’ Two of this group were 
c l 936 Ferguson-Browns and one a Ford- 
Ferguson. The other makes included a Case 
VAC, Fordson E27N, Allis Chalmers B and 
John Deere MT to show what other choices 
were available during the 1950s if one did not 
buy a Ferguson. Rushed in at the last minute 
was the National Chairman’s TED! This later 
disgraced itself by writing on the nice RAS 
paving in gearbox oil!

Inside the Clubhouse was an abundance of 
display material about Harry Ferguson, all the 
equipment available at the time, photographs 
of some of the local dealers in Natal, a 
sectioned ‘working’ TED, Ferguson video 
shows -  all in support of our objective, to show 
how great a pioneer and an inventor Harry 
Ferguson was. A complete shop with clothing.

badges and special Ferguson memorabilia 
was manned by Chris Wilson.

That was the scene that impressed the RAS 
judges on Friday and for which we received 
a Medallion. They called in more judges on 
Saturday who recommended we receive the 
Presidents Trophy for Endeavour. We received 
more. Congratulations and comments of ‘Well 
done’, ‘Keep it up’, ‘Best stand on the show’ 
came from a lot of important people. It was a 
damn good show, put on by a bunch of very 
keen enthusiasts. We not only promoted the 
Club but ensured that the wildest dreams of 
those members who began at the Royal on a 
tiny out-of-the-way stand in 1992 could be 
achieved.

That was the static part of the Show! Sunday 
morning saw the first of the parades around 
the perimeter roads followed by a similar one 
on Tuesday evening ending in the Cattle 
arena. We were requested by the RAS to do 
more but it was impossible to round up 
enough drivers in time. On Friday and 
Saturday evenings we entertained the crowd 
to a ‘Ferguson Games’ session. This was well 
organised by Peter Barry and followed the

I N V I T A T I O N

hosted by

THE V IN T A G E  TRACTO R 8 . EN G IN E CLUB [Natal Branch) 
invites

to Stands C l -3, Royal Show Grounds 
on Wedensday 5 June 1996 

at 12:00 noon fora  

LUNCH, BRAAI 8 . DRINKS
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lines of the ‘Prince Philip Equestrian Games’, 
resulting in great fun and a narrow win by the 
Ferguson Team. Sunday there were similar 
events with unbelievable enthusiasm -  the 
Musical Cans event has painful memories for 
the Secretary!

Our most ambitious project was the ‘Grey 
Ferguson Festival’ on Wednesday. We invited 
61 old Ferguson characters to the midday 
braai, and 72 pitched up -  word had got out 
that this would be worth attending! Some had 
left the Transvaal and driven all night to get 
their place. Together with Club members, the 
Total guys, the press and a couple of gate 
crashers, we had a reunion that made history. 
The food was excellent, the draft beer

disappeared faster than we could replace it, 
and some guys just didn't want to go home. 
The Club was congratulated and thanked a 
dozen times for facilitating a unique gathering 
of Ferguson characters. Lukas Rautenbach, 
MD of Massey-Ferguson (SA), flew up 
specially from Bellville for the day. The 
company had sponsored the layout and 
printing of our very successful booklet, “The 
Harry Ferguson Saga”, a complimentary copy 
of which is enclosed. Mr Rautenbach is flying 
to the UK this week end to visit their Royal 
Show so he has been suitably supplied with 
photographs and has been instructed to show 
these to the Chairman of The Ferguson 
Heritage to show how well we do things here 
in Pietermaritzburg.

R E P L IC A  IM PLEM EN T P L A T E S
In brass including 4 rivets £3  + p&p a t cost

PATENT APPLIED FOR

BRITISH KfAOE o

Actual size No VAT

Num bering service available as an extra £5  per plate
M ichael Thorne, C oldridge, C rediton, D evon EX 17 GAS 

Tel: Lapford (0 1 3 6 3 )  8 3 6 0 0
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VINTAGE PLOUGHING 

RULES & REGULATIONS

1. It is the competitors responsibility to comply with Health & Safely Regulations

2. All ploughmen must hold public liability insurance cover.

3. Ploughmen must produce evidence of the age of their tractor if requested.

4. TRACTORS AND PLOUGHS:

5. Plough bodies designed for the plough at the time of manufacture.

6. Skimmers and one piece tailpieces optional - no other attachments allowed.

7. Mounted class - slotted or quick entry lop links allowed.

8. Hydraulic rams and hydraulic lop links not allowed.

9. Depth of ploughing - 6 inches minimum.

10. Tractors - Approved manufacturers diesel engine conversions allowed.

11. All other Society of Ploughmen ploughing rules must be adhered lo.

THESE RULES WILL BE STRICTLY APPLIED TO THE PLOUGHING MATCHES AT 
WHICH YOU CAN QUALIFY TO COMPETE IN THE BRITISH PLOUGHING MATCH

THESE RULES ARE RECOMMENDED TO SOCIETIES FOR THEIR OWN EVENTS.
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UNITED STATES

Although we have no report as such from the United States there has been a considerable 
exchange of information, only some of which is as yet in usable form for publication but will be 
drawn upon in the future. For this issue, practically all our American correspondence is to be 
found in the technical sections.

50th Anniversary in Platteviile, USA 

A Day Off

It was a warm sunny day for that early part of May
So off to Platteviile we did go to see the Antique Tractor show.
There were rows of John Deere Green.
In the sun light they did gleam.
For the display of Farmall red, not enough kind words could be said.
Back by the tractors of Prairie Yeliow, sat this grey rusty fellow.
It was a TE-20 Ferguson.

The little tractor was more rusty than gray, 
but the owner was proud and had this to say.
My Ferguson is celebrating its Golden Jubilee, 
and she is more than a friend to me.
She might not be as shiny as the rest 
but to me she is the very best.
I have plowed with her till the early hours of morn,
And planted and cultivated ail my corn.
She has done the disking and harrowing, too.
She runs as good today as when she was new.

She has cut and raked all my hay. And has done this day after day.
She has hauled all of our grain and never once did complain.
Someday I hope to make her look new 
But there is always so much work to do.
So if she has to stay rusty and bent, at least there was this one day spent 
At rest, her 50th Anniversary; quietly together, her and me.
And a chance to say, “Thank you, Harry".

by David Lory

FERGUSON CLUB

148



THE FERGUSON CLUB

Centralia, Illinois
Dear Sir,
Please find attached, information on my 
collection (thus far) of Ferguson Tractors and 
implements, I began collecting antique 
tractors (I refer to this as a disease) in 
October 1994 and since I had owned several 
Ferguson tractors in the 1950’s I decided 
they would be the focus of my antique 
collection.
My son was only 3 years old when we left the 
farm. He has thoroughly enjoyed the hobby 
and tinkering with the old tractors.The first 
tractor I bought was the 1951 TO-30.1 bought 
the TO-20 only 3 days later. It used quite a bit 
of oil. In fact, running it an hour or so around 
the place would foul a spark plug. The TO-20 
became the first one to be restored. We have 
re-built the engine and in a few more hours 
of cleaning and sanding will be ready to paint 
the TO-20. I am anxious to complete the 
restoration on all 4 of them but I believe the 
experts were correct when they advised not 
to get in too much of a hurry. The Antique 
Power Club to which we belong plans to 
feature Ferguson, Ford, Massey Harris and

Massey Ferguson at our 1997 show. I’d love 
to have them all in “new” condition by then. 
I’m sure I’ve rambled on far too long. I really 
enjoy my hobby, your Club and the information 
I can get from the publications. I would love 
to come to England, Ireland and Scotland 
some day to see some of the Ferguson “get 
togethers” or Rallies.

My ancestor, Samuel Storment, came to the 
U.S in the late 1700’s from County Cork.

Jim Storment (1813)

Thank you for your tetter (may we see the 
tractor when work is complete?). As has been 
said before, we would very much like to 
develop TO-20 and TO-30 content in the 
Club’s magazines. In fact, there is no obvious 
reason why the Ford-Ferguson (with the 8N) 
and the TO generally should not become 
permanent features. We need to see them 
in the ir native land, at work and in 
conservation, and with them the vast range 
of implements they employed, many of which 
were never exported and are little known to 
most of our members.

FE-35 (1959), serial ffSDM 146581, engine #115266ED, driven by member Robert Geiser at 
a Ferguson, Massey Harris and Massey-Ferguson event at Edgerton, Wisconsin
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Box 102
Sussex, Wt 53089-0102, USA

Dear Sir,

Since I belong to several collectors clubs, I get information from a variety of sources. One 
idea I found especially interesting came from the Hart-Parr/Oliver Collectors Association. It is 
“adopt a foreign member”. The way the plan works is that a chapter or an individual would 
help an overseas member in obtaining parts and information on a restoration project. Individual 
foreign member assignments would be up to the Executive Committee as to how this would 
be handled. Please mention this idea at the Annual General Meeting to the membership and 
find out if it has merit.
After the membership renewals are, for the most part, returned, could you publish the totals 
and breakdown by country?

Sincerely Yours,
Robert L. Geiser 

Ph/Fax US 414-246-6851

Editor.
Thank you for this very constructive suggestion about ‘twinning’ foreign members. At the 
moment, any member is free to communicate directly with the Editor, Archivist and the two 
Resident Technical Advisers, who between them, cover most normal requirements. I do not 
know what the overall traffic state is: a fair percentage is electronic and unrecorded. The 
speed of response is in the reverse order; the Advisers deal with it on the telephone; the 
Archivist mainly by post, the Editor in part by telephone/fax but predominantly through the 
medium of the magazine. As long as there are regular magazines, three times a year, the 
editorial response can operate within a reasonable time frame. Unfortunately, the last two 
years have been far from normal and my primary role as Chairman/Acting Editor/Secretary/ 
part Treasurer has been that of sustained crisis management. The magazine has been kept 
going with jumbo editions to make up some of the difference but the editorial response has 
been unacceptably delayed in the process. As the magazine is the primary means of 
communication and, indeed, the sole reason for some members remaining in the Club, this is 
a serious matter. Any suggestion which will encourage communication between members is 
to be welcomed and it seems to me that your suggestion does that and, as a bonus, would 
remove some small pressure for detail at the centre. There is a particular merit in the location 
of spare parts, for example the 9N owner in the UK. But I do not see a role for the executive 
other than one of encouragement.
Laurence Jamieson can now break down membership by area and the totals could certainly 
be published by area after the AGM. You can obtain details of American members from 
Laurence. When time and circumstances permit, the building of overseas membership can 
proceed more constructively. Will members interested in Robert’s idea please respond to 
Laurence Jamieson.

P.S. I have written to you again about your FE-35.
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CLUB MERCHANDISE

Following the 1996 AGM, the club’s merchandise was taken over by Anne Halstead and 
Grace Popplewell. Since then they have travelled many miles to attend events and promote 
sales. Their efforts have done much to restore the Club’s finances.

Anne Halstead and Grace Popplewell at the Moira Demense rally in Co. Down

The stock of Journal and Newsletter back numbers is now regarded as part of the merchandise 
range. The copying of early numbers is in hand and more can be copied if there is a demand.

It has been accepted in principle that the range of items available through the club could be 
increased, including the reproduction of early Ferguson items where there is a demand and 
no existing commercial supply is available. These projects are not always easy. For example, 
the decision to reproduce the TE-20 tractor cover is stalled by the search to find an overseas 
supplier of the correct cotton material and the reproduction of the TE-F battery cover by the 
very high costs of pattern making, the original contact having dropped out following the 
disintegration of an original cover. The committee will welcome ideas and the names of potential 
suppliers or manufacturers.

We now have in stock:

Rubber bonnet strip for TE/TO-20 & TO-30, incl. rivets 
TE-20 commission plate in brass, incl. rivets 
Ferguson Club pin badge (state silver, gold or blue) 
Ferguson implement transfer 
Aircleaner & fuel tank transfers for TE-20 
Ferguson “A” (Ferguson Brown) Oil filter transfer

£ sterling
£8.50
£7.50
£3.00
£3.25
£2.50
£3.00
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50th Anniversary TE-20 1946 -  96 brass plaque £5.00
50th Anniversary TE-20 1946 -  96 colour postcard £0.50
50th Anniversary TE-20 1946 -96 sticker £1.50
Book -  Harry Ferguson (by Bill Martin) £3.50

All prices include UK postage, please enquire for overseas orders, cheques must be in £ 
Sterling and made payable to the “Ferguson Club”.
Orders should be sent to:
Ferguson Club, Anne Halstead, Ash Farm House, Joys Bank, Holbeach St Johns, Spalding, 
Lines PE12 8SD
or Grace Popplewell, Brookfield, Station Road, Snelland, Lincoln, LN3 5AA

Journal Back Numbers

For the time being, complete sets are not available.
Volumes 3 - 6  (inclusive) £1.50 per copy (incl. postage)
Volume 7 (colour cover) £2.00 per copy (incl. postage)
Volume 8 No 1 £1.50 per copy (incl. postage)

Enquiries should be addressed to:
Anne Halstead, Ash Farm House, Joys Bank, Holbeach St Johns, Spalding, Lines PEI 2 8SD

TE-20 Series Temperature and Oil Pressure Gauges

Do you support the manufacture of replica dial faces? If we commissioned a batch, 
would you buy one (reasonable price assumed)? Which one? How many? Have a 
word with Ian Halstead -  we need to assess demand.

NEWI FERGUSON CLOCK

Replica 6/FSA/24 Clock Sign
This sign, originally intended for interior 
showroom use, consists of a Perspex panel 
18" X 31" bearing the “Ferguson System” 
silhouette in blue. Incorporated in the rear 
wheel of the silhouette is a battery clock. 
Price £40.00 plus p&p 
Available from:
Mrs Anne Halstead Tel: 01406 540224 
Mrs Grace Popplewell Tel: 01673 885330

Farm Better, Farm Faster
with
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F E R G U S O N  C L U B ^ lu / 6
^  PATRON: Mrs. Elizabeth Sheldon

Telephone: 01856 781368

Kynshera 
Holm 
ORKNEY 
Scotland 
KW17 2RZ

POLO SHIRT (cotton-polyester)
Sizes: M L XL
Price: £16.50
Colours: white - black - navy blue - royal blue - grey 

SWEAT SHIRT (fleece inside; drop shoulder)
Sizes: 
Price: 
Colours:

BOILERSUIT
Sizes:
Price:

M L XL 
£20.00 
medium grey Other colours available if requested

38" 40" 42" 44" 46" 
£25.00

48"

Colours: royal blue - navy blue

AMERICAN CAP
Price: £8.50
Colours: black - royal blue

KNITTED SKI CAP
Price: £9.50
Colours: black - navy blue - royal blue

The Ferguson Club logo Is a directly embroidered two colour design measuring approximately 2.75" x 
1.25 . It is normally royal blue with white. A royal blue garment will have a light blue and white design.

Please note above prices include postage -  U.K. only.

Please make cheques payable to Norman Shearer. Payment with order to above address. Payment must 
be in pounds sterling. Prices are subject to change without notice.

See Club Noticeboard about grey boilersuits.

Published: Quarterly
Cost: $17 U.S. Dollars (approx. £9 -£10 ) N9N-2N-8N

NEWSLETTER

Gerald W. Rinaldi, 154 Blackwood Lane, Stamford, CT 06903 U.S.A.
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LADIES SECTION
Sub-Editor Julie Gibson 

Coming of Age

Would Harry know what lay ahead 
In all those years gone past?
When he invented that grey machine 
Who would have guessed it would last? 
Ferguson then was a part of life,
A general household name.
Who would have thought as time passed by 
It would achieve worldwide fame?
In this year now, 50 hence,
Celebrations -  there have been plenty 
To salute part of our heritage 
Yes, -  The Ferguson TE-20

The Irish Experience

Friday 10th May at 3.15pm saw Ian and Anne 
Halstead and John & Grace Popplewell 
sailing a calm Irish sea from Cairnryan to 
Larne. Unfortunately I was unable to attend 
the AGM and 50th Anniversary celebrations 
so th is item relies strongly on verbal 
information from Anne and written notes from 
Grace, of which I am extremely grateful.

Sam and Margarette Rea were hosts to all 
caravanners who were duly met and safely 
sited in their paddock. Other members and 
fam ilies had Bed & Breakfast 
accommodation. A quick mention here to 
Keith Dunderdale who was determined to 
attend the events in Ireland and duly arrived, 
with his parents and sister, after a stay in 
hospital and complete with stitches. I am 
informed that his Mother removed his stitches 
during his holiday, but Anne did tell me to 
stress the fact his Mum is a nurse.

Saturday saw Ian, Anne, John and Grace at 
the Orchard County Vintage & Vehicle Show, 
some 50 miles from Larne. A good time was 
had by all and the organisers made them most 
welcome.

On Sunday they visited Old Bushmills Whisky 
Distillery which was open for tours and tasting.
I gather Anne was awarded a certificate for 
tasting 9 samples of whisky. This did seem 
rather odd to me as Anne’s usual tipple is 
brandy, but I am assured she was still upright 
on her return.

After an early morning call by a cuckoo on 
Monday they visited the Ulster Transport and 
Folk Museum, which they all found very 
interesting.
The AGM on Tuesday was held in the P & O 
Terminal in Larne, then on to the Highways 
Hotel where they had a superb lunch. Anne 
took a 50th Anniversary cake, baked and 
decorated by her Mother and this had been 
offered as a competition to guess the weight 
at £2.00 per go. £86 was raised for Club funds 
less £5 to the winner, Mr. Karl-Heinz Kiunke 
a German member. He had a most unusual 
way of working out the weight. He took the 
horsepower of his vehicle x 4 divided by 2 = 
correct weight. Obviously there was no need 
for a calculator. Mrs. Beryl Dowdeswell 
purchased a special edition mug for £35 
provided by Mr. Karl-Heinz Kiunke. The 
Anniversary cake was then cut.
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Cutting the anniversery cake at the AGM luncheon. This cake was very kindly 
made by Anne Halstead’s mother. Left to right: Rita Roots, Adam Roots, Beryl 
Dowdeswelt and Richard. photo by Farmweek

Wednesday saw a coachload follow the Linen 
Trail starting with the Old Tyme Scutching Mill. 
Banbridge Town Hall was the lunch stop 
where each lady was presented with an Irish 
Linen tray cloth and the gents received a 
Banbridge District council tie. On then to 
Lisburn and a visit to the Irish Linen Centre. 
Tea was also provided courtesy of Lisburn 
Council. A barbeque was held that evening 
when everybody was invited. A good time was 
had by all and I gather there was plentiful 
supply of party poppers.

A good display by the Ferguson Club was 
prominent at the Balmoral Show on Thursday.

The local village hall was the venue for a 
barbecue on Friday night. As gratitude for their 
hospitality from the caravanners Sam was 
presented with a Brittain’s 50th Anniversary 
model TE-20 and Margarette was presented 
with a cross-stitch TE-20 picture, embroidered 
by Jane Jamieson, from the Ferguson Club.

Club merchandise was sold by Anne and 
Grace at the County Down rally on Saturday. 
At this point Ian has come into the room and 
asked me to mention there were 173 Fergies 
on show.

Sunday saw them all set sail for home after a 
wonderful holiday, full of happy memories and 
Irish hospitality in abundance.
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Cherry Cheesecake

Thank you Mr. Robert Geiser and Hiltrude for sending the crackers in response to the cry for 
help in the last newsletter!

half cup fine zwieback or graham cracker 
crumbs

1 tablespoon sugar 
qtr teaspoon cinnamon 
qtr teaspoon nutmeg 
5 eggs, separated
1 cup sugar
2 packages (one pound or 454 grams total)

cream cheese, softened
1 cup dairy sour cream
Note: The cream cheese and sour cream can 
be substituted with fat free and low fat cottage 
cheese
2 tablespoons flour 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
Cherry Glaze (below)

Heat the oven to 275°F. (135°C.). Butter a 9- 
inch springform pan or tube pan, 1 0 x 4  
inches. Stir together crumbs, 1 teaspoon 
sugar, the cinnamon and nutmeg. Dust sides 
and bottom of pan with crumb mixture.

Beat egg yolks until thick and lemon coloured; 
gradually beat in 1 cup sugar. Break cream 
cheese into small pieces, if cottage cheese 
is used, beat in a blender or mixer first, for a 
creamy consistency. Add the cheese to egg-

yolk mixture: beat until smooth. Add sour 
cream/ cottage cheese, flour and vanilla; beat 
until smooth. Wash beaters to remove all 
traces of yolk. Beat egg whites until stiff, but 
not dry. Gently fold egg whites into cheese 
mixture: pour into prepared pan. Bake 70 
minutes. Turn off oven and leave cheesecake 
In for 1 hour. Do not open oven door during 
this time. Remove from oven; cool. Spread 
Cherry Glaze overtop, chill. Remove from pan 
just before serving.

Cherry Glaze
Add enough water to reserved liquid from 1 
can (1 pound or 454 grams) red tart pitted 
cherries to make 1 cup. Stir together half cup 
sugar and 2 tablespoons cornstarch in small 
saucepan. Stir in cherry liquid. Cook, stirring 
constantly, until mixture thickens and boils. 
Boil and stir 1 minute. Remove from heat; stir 
in cherries and, if desired, few drops red food 
colouring. Cool.

We hope the above will help you and the 
readership out during the holidays. Have a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Sincerely Yours,

Robert L  Geiser

L u d d i n g t o n  M a c h i n e r y
offers:-

Complete Ferguson and Fordson tractors and spares  
‘A s is ’ p rices for Ford -  Ferguson, T E  20, 35,135, 65 etc.

No order too small 
Phone for all requirements 

Open 7 days
Nationwide delivery and postal service

Telephone Chris on Glasbury 01497 847748
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POSTBAG
Dear John,
Caroline and I would like to thank you very 
much indeed for inviting us to the Belfast 
Agricultural Show and for the beautiful 
presentation mugs you gave us.
They are a lovely reminder of a wonderful day 
which we both enjoyed enormously. The 
exhibition was most interesting with the 
photographs, many of which I hadn’t seen 
before.
I think our Grandfather would have been 
delighted, if he’d known about the tribute to 
his achievement. It certainly made both 
Caroline and I proud to be his Grandchildren. 
We both enjoyed meeting the members of the 
Club. Would it be possible to send me details 
so that I could join?
We hope to see you again at some point and 
thank you very much for everything.
Yours sincerely

Sally Fleming and Caroline Blest 
London SW5

Dear John
I should like through yourself to thank the 
Ferguson Club for their recent hospitality and 
invitation to speak. It was a most pleasant 
and enjoyable occasion and I trust that the 
little I was able to contribute was of some 
interest to those present. I was so pleased to 
learn about the trailer -  it was really only as 
an afterthought that I remembered to mention 
it at all -  a classic example of casting a few 
crumbs on the waters!
Again thank you.
Yours sincerely

W Martin 
Parkgate, Templepatrick

Basil George & Co.
Ogmore-by-Sea

Bridgend
Dear Mr Jamieson,
Many thanks indeed for the information with 
regard to the Club. I have read the Newsletter 
from cover to cover today and find much of 
interest and memory tugging. I am only sorry 
that I have not been a paid up member before 
but time, work and many other interests have 
taken their toll.
You will note from the information sheet that I 
sent you that I have a total of seven Ferguson 
tractors five of which are the T20’s and two 
35’s. My involvement with the “little” grey 
tractor started way back in 1944 when as a 
young lad starting work, was put on a Ford 
Ferguson on one of the County Farms to 
scuffle between rows of swedes, but the main 
tractors we drove at the time were the old 
Standard Fordson, until I went to manage the 
Margam Park Farm for the late Sir David 
Evans Bevan in Jan 1951 and from that time 
on have never been without a “Little Grey 
Fergy”, starting up my own business in 1960 
having spent two years 1958/59 as 
demonstrator for the local Massey-Ferguson 
d istributors “J.E.Howard" of Bridgend, 
Carmarthen, Gowerton and Newport.
All the tractors I have are working and in first 
class order but not what I would call mint 
condition. However, one TEF c/w a spinner 
broadcaster is going to have a re-spray before 
the next season starts and I might just get 
around to doing one or two others in the 
fullness of time.
My regards to you and yours for the year 
ahead and if I can do anything to help at any 
time please let me know.
Sincerely,

Basil George (1971)

FERGUSON CLUB
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4 Ashfield Road 
Kenilworth 

Wanwickshire 
CV8 2BE

Dear Editor,
Internet Fergie

For the last twelve months I have searched 
Cyberspace through the wide world web for 
a Fergie but to no avail. I have now put my 
own home page on the web and now there is 
a reference to Fergusons and a photograph 
of a TE20 available for the world to admire. 
For those into this technology the address is:

http: //ourworld. CompuServe, com/ 
homepages/rwshanks

So far I have had one Fergie owner make 
contact so things are on the move.

I would welcome any material to add to this 
home page to either help the uninitiated who 
come v is iting  or any suggestions for 
communicating between Fergie addicts. 
Yours sincerely,

Bob Shanks

Editor.
Oh dear! A much more computer literate 
Editor or perhaps Sub-Editor is needed to 
function at Cyberspace level. However, this 
is now one of the roads ahead and clearly 
Bob Shanks is a Ferguson signpost. Will 
members keen to surf the Internet please get 
in touch with him. We have information in alt 
shapes and forms so what kind of information 
are we talking about? Sales and wants do 
seem to offer immediate possibilities. Good 
Luck!

T ractor P anels L imited

Admington Lane Farm, Admington. Shipston-on-Stour. Warks. CV37 4JJ 
Tel: 01789 450201 Fax: 01789 450394

The Company has been involved in the manufacture and supply of replacement panels 
for agricultural vehicles, particularly tractors, for a number of years. Production 
techniques take advantage of the latest processes and materials to manufacture 
fibreglass components to the highest quality. I appreciate that the material we work 
in is far from ‘original ’ but we are constantly being told that our products are as good 
as, if not better than, original quality.
We can supply wings for the TE-20, 35, 35X and 65 as well as skins only. 
We can also supply bonnets for the TE-20 and 35 (3 cylinder).
All items are colour impregnated but can also be supplied in a ‘grey primer' finish 
for those wishing to re-spray.
I shall be at the ACM in Moreton-in-Marsh on 26th April with examples of our 
work.

Ian W illiams (Member 2061)
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CLUB NOTICEBOARD

Affiliations

It was decided at a General Committee meeting at Leeds on 7th December 1996 that for 
financial reasons the affiliation with the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) 
should be allowed to lapse. This does not prejudice re-affiliation once circumstances permit.

Mistaken Identity

In order to avoid confusion will members please note that the Ferguson Club has no connection 
whatsoever with the following:

The Friends of Ferguson Heritage 
The Ferguson Society 
The Ferguson Centre

It is understood that some members of the Ferguson Club are also members of the Friends of 
Ferguson Heritage.

DVLA Liaison

Will members please note that John Popplewell is now officially responsible for liaison with 
DVLA in the verification of claims for the re-allocation of original tractor registration marks or 
age-related registration marks. Alt enquiries should be directed or forwarded to him rather 
than to one of the elected officers. His address detail is in Who’s Who.

North Devon Area Representative

For those local members who do not already know, Mr and Mrs Harold Beer’s new telephone 
number is 01769 540678.

Anglesey and North Wales

Geraint Evans and Chris Frith have resigned as local area representatives, which means that 
Anglesey and North Wales are no longer represented on the General Committee and the 
Welsh speaking element has disappeared from the Journal and Newsletter. If there are 
members in these areas who would like to discuss the situation and perhaps do something 
about it they should get in touch with Ian Halstead.

1997 Subscriptions

New subscription rates approved at the 1996 AGM came into effect on 1st January 1997. 
Details are given in the AGM report on page 9 of this issue.

Area Membership Lists

Armed with new hardware and software, the Membership Secretary, Lawrence Jamieson, is 
now able to extricate area, county or overseas membership lists. We propose in the first place
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to make these available to recognised Area Representatives and so facilitate the planning of 
local events and exchanges. Please note that it is up to the local Representative to approach 
Lawrence Jamieson.

Reekie Converted TE-20 Series Tractors

Will the owners of Reekie-Ferguson TE-20 Series tractors please get in touch with John Cousins 
with a view to forming a Register.

Replica TE-20 Series Tractor Covers

There was sufficient response to the notice in Newsletter No. 23 to justify a production run of 
20 covers to original quality. There was no interest in a PVC version. After several attempts 
there seems to be a general problem that the material of the necessary specification and 
quality is no longer available In this country(!) Enquiries overseas are unsuccessful thus far. 
While we continue to pursue this end, is it possible that there may still be a source of material 
in the Unites States? The original cover, which was presumably a fine quality cotton canvas, 
was also available there as Tractor Canvas Storm Cover A-TO-68 and prior to that for Ford- 
Ferguson as Storm Cover No. 9N-17049. The alternative is to look for a coarser cotton canvas 
in the UK but this may not be acceptable to those members who have expressed a very 
positive interest in the original quality.

Replica TE-F 20 6 Volt Battery Covers

Not much progress here either. Again, response was for the exact copy of the original i.e. with 
removable plate. The club’s specimen cover disintegrated in the process of moulding and the 
original contact withdrew from the arrangement. The costs of mould making from alternative 
sources are so far prohibitive. The search continues.

Grey Boiler Suits

In response to an earlier request, Norman Shearer has produced a poly-cotton boiler suit 
material in Graphite Grey. It is tough and lightweight. So that we may assess the feasibility of 
a production run in this colour, would interested members please write to him direct at the 
address on page 153.

Notice of an Annual General Meeting

The 1997 Annual General Meeting of the Ferguson Club will take place in the White Hart 
Royal at Moreton-in-Marsh, near Stow-on-the-Wold, Gloucestershire, on 26th April 1997, 
beginning at 10.00am and this is the notice of that meeting as required by Rule 32 of the 
Constitution. Details will be sent out separately but will those who wish to attend please notify 
Ian Halstead so that we may give the hotel an idea of numbers. A pork lunch will be available 
at £9 per head.

Standard Vanguard

Do any of our members own a Standard Vanguard van, estate or saloon car which might be 
available for display at the AGM in Gloucestershire?
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THE WINTER QUIZ
These 30 questions are mostly general knowledge. This is not the first time they have been set. 
It was said that the questions were far too difficult.
There is no prize and the answers will be published in the next Issue.

WINTER QUIZ QUESTIONS

5.

1. What was the basis of Harry Ferguson’s 
engineering training and background?

2. In which year did his first aircraft leave 
the ground?

3. Harry Ferguson Ltd was formed in 1912 
out of his first company. Which commercial 
product was their business?

4. His first commercial association with 
agricultural tractors was prompted by the 
outbreak of the Great War. What was the 
name of the tractor?
How was the first Ferguson patent plough 
in 1917 unique at the time? What tractor 
was used to draw it?

6. Harry Ferguson was impressed by the 
Fordson F tractor. True or False?

7. Between 1919-1930 he perfected the 
elements of three point linkage as we 
know it and the Ferguson System. Of the 
two underlying principles, that of the 
‘virtual hitch point’ was established in 
1919. What was the second invention, 
achieved in 1925?

8. What name was given to the Ferguson 
Model A prototype built 1932-33?

9. Was the make and type of engine in the 
prototype subsequently used in the Model 
A?

10. There was a vital component in the Model 
A that was not in the prototype and is still 
to be found on Massey Ferguson tractors 
today. What was it?

11. What Ferguson Brown implement had 
Type D on the makers’ plate?

12. The famous handshake agreement with 
Henry Ford meant ttia t Ford would 
m anufacture the Ford Ferguson:

Ferguson would sell and service it and 
design, market and service the 
equipment. True or False?

13. Why was the firs t production Ford 
Ferguson called the 9N?

14. It was designed to use 10x28 rear tyres. 
True or False?

15. The TVO version of the 9N introduced into 
England was the 9NAN. What was the 
Utility version of the 9N called?

16. The engines fitted to the 9N, TE-20, TE-A 
20 and TE-D 20 all produced more or less 
the same belt horsepower. What was it?

17. If you had TE-20 Serial No 100, in which 
year was it built?

18. What did TO-20 stand for?
19. The TE-F 20 raised availab le  belt 

horsepower to 26. What was the attraction 
of the Perkins P3 conversion option for 
the TE range and 9N tractors from 1952?

20. What provoked the introduction of the TE- 
K, TE-Land TE-M 20?

21. What was the TE-ZO ?
22. Which company manufactured the Winch 

W-UE-20 for Ferguson?
23. The Standard 23c diesel engine fitted to 

the FE-35 developed a certain reputation. 
What was it?

24. There were many Ferguson implements 
that could be fitted either to the TE-20 or 
FE-35 without adaptation. Was this 
because:
A. The rear dimensions of the tractors 
were similar.
B. Early implements were designed with 
spare capacity.

25. What was the Fergulock?
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26. Name this Ferguson implement. 27. How could the FE-35 clutch differ from the 
TE-F20?

28. The MF(7)65 was designed using 
components developed for three other 
tractors. Which models were they?

29. In which year and on what tractor was 
differential lock first available?

30. In 1962 the MF 65 Mk2 and the new FE- 
35X were fitted with a new type of 
transmission making it possible to change 
gear on the move. What was it called?

R \ r t s  CG R P L U S  M. R A C T O R  MT A R T S
3 2 1 5  W est M ain Ave. •  P .O . Box 2 1 2 5  

Fargo, N orth  D akota  5 8 1 0 7  U .S .A .
Phone 7 0 1 -2 3 5 -7 5 0 3  • Fax 7 0 1 -2 8 0 -9 3 2 8  •  Telex 4 9 7 2 4 6 4

N ew , U s e d  a n d  R eb u ilt  T ra cto r  P a r ts

O R P.

STEEL SIGNS
This Farm Uses IdASSEY HARRIS

S A LE S  | | | ^  SERVICE

Ferguson System Ford Tractor Massey-Harris
1 2 "x l8 "  £25 12" X  9" £25 18" x 8" £27

These all-colour reproduction porcelain enamel advertising signs are made by hand in 
a process developed at the turn of the century. Our signs are produced by layering 
finely ground crystals on heavy gauge steel and firing at over 1300 degrees. They are 
enamelled on both sides and come with brass corner eyelets. All are plus £3 
post/packing. Three or more post paid. Payment by cheque in Sterling or Access/ 
Visa/Mastercard stating number and card expiry date. Please confirm  ava ilability  

before ordering. Full colour brochure of these and other signs on request.
VIDEO: The Massey-Ferguson Story. Contains Ferguson material including archive
film of the South Pole expedition. VHS. 55mins................ £14.95 + 10% post/packing
__________________ Free b o o k /v id e o  catalogue on request__________________

C L A S S I C  T R A C T O R  B O O K S
Low Green Farm, Hutton, Driffield, East Yorkshire Y025 9PX 

Telephone/Fax (01377) 270209
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Sub-Editor Roger Webb

Classified advertising is free to members except where a member is using this service 
to further his/her trade or profession.
Trade Rates are 10p (20 US cents) per word. Non members may also advertise at these 
rates.
Display advertising must be ‘camera ready copy’ or artwork will be charged as an extra 
in advance of publishing.
Full page (A5) £50 (or US equivalent) Half page £25 Quarter page £13
These rates are liable to adjustment following discussion by the General Committee. 
Advertisements are only accepted if accompanied by the appropriate payment.
The Ferguson Club, its executives and others cannot accept responsibility or liability in 
respect of the quality or condition of any item, parts, goods, tractors or implements, new 
or used, advertised in this Newsletter.
All advertisements must be clear and legible with concise, accurate detail. No 
correspondence to establish meaning will be entertained. Obscure advertisements will 
be omitted at the discretion of the Editor.

TRACTORS WANTED

Ferguson T20.
Robert J Pike Tel: 01276 858741 (Surrey)

IMPLEMENTS WANTED

Ferguson post hole borer.
D. C. Harford Tel: 01249 812190 (evenings), 
0374 694 496 (daytime) (Wiitshire)

Ferguson disc plough; Weeder; Fertiliser 
Broadcaster: Side delivery rake; Metal 
manure spreader: Medium volume sprayer; 
Beet lifter; 30cwt metal tipping trailer.
Mr C. Poweil (1623) Tei: 01432 264285 
(evenings), (Hereford)

Winch, 3 point mounted, Ferguson W-UE-20 
or similar.
Field disk (disc) 3 point mount 5' - 6'6" width. 
Prefer Ferguson, Ford or Dearborn make. 
Richard Russeli (932), 7100 State Route 98, 
Shelby, OH 44875, USA. Tel: 419-347-7411

Ferguson Cordwood Saw -  must be complete 
and in good working order, preferably with 
driving belt.
Ian H ooper (non-member) Tel: 01394 
386845, (Suffolk)

SPARES/ACCESSORIES WANTED

Wanted for TEF Tractormeter model ATE F93 
Diesel. A driven pulley and rubber ring and 
dynamo mounting bracket. One or all of these 
would be very useful.
Mr Frank Lonney Tel: 01222 484173 (Cardiff)

Dynamo, Coil, Voltage regulator. Starter 
(presumably 12volt - Sub-editor)
PaulR. Dowle, POBox472, Chester Springs, 
PA 19425, USA Tel: 610-827-7561  
(Chesterview)

Ferguson emblems, cast metal for the sides 
of the hood (bonnet) for the TO 20.
Richard Russell (932), 7100 State Route 98, 
Shelby, OH 44875, USA. Tel: 419-347-7411
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Front wheel weights to fit TE-20 19" wheels. 
D. C. Harford Tel: 01249 812190 (evenings), 
0374 694 496 (daytime) (Wiltshire)

PTO Pulley assembly to fit Fordson Dexta, 
preferably in GWO;
818461 M91 Trip Bucket Assembly in sound 
condition for MF735 Loader.
Jonathan Cousins (701) Tel: 01728 638721 
(East Suffolk) evenings

For Bisset Semi-Mounted Binder, Mk 1 or 2 
(1951 - 58), any serviceable parts, especially 
canvasses, knotter moving parts, cutter bar 
fingers, knife head and back (5 ft), any sales 
or operating literature.
For MF65 Mk 1: Adaptor, Pulley Drive Part 
No. 892 033 M l; also Pulley Guard Assembly. 
John Cousins (701) Tel/Fax: 01728 638721 
(East Suffolk) evenings

PHOTOGRAPHS/LITERATURE WANTED

For the Ferguson Club archives -  Instruction 
Books, Parts Lists, promotional material, field 
reports, sales literature, press reports, photo
graphs of Ferguson tractors, accessories and 
implements. Donation, loan, photocopy or

purchase (if quality condition good).
Alan Dunderdale (Archivist)
Tel/Fax: 01226 386715, evenings after 6pm

Instruction manual and seed charts for 
Ferguson seed drill.
Manual for Potato planter and Spinner.
D. C. Harford Tel: 01249812190 (evenings), 
0374 694 496 (daytime) (Wiltshire)

Reversible Plough T-AE-28 Instruction Book 
(FP 348-2500/3/54)
Jonathan Cousins (701) Tel: 01728 638721 
(East Suffolk) evenings

TRACTORS FOR SALE

Two TEF 20’s. One good working runner; 
other in bits.
Also 2 furrow plough, link box, granite roller, 
mower, chain harrow. £700 the lot.
Mr J. 1/. W heller Tel: 01822 820251 
(W. Devon)

Ferguson TE 18,660 Tractor - 1948 model, 
good working order. Offers invited.
G. /. Cooke (non-member) Tel: 01428 714538 
Fax: 01428 714536 (Hants)

FERGUSOIN T R A C T O R  S P A R E S
NEIIV 8C USED

1 am  always breaking Ferguson TE-20 tractors for spares. 
Write or te lephone for details and availability.

MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE

Contact: A G. W illiams
Pen-y-Pyllau Hall Cottage. Pen-y-Pyllau, Brynford, 

HollywelL Clwyd, Wales, CHS 8HB 
Tel: 0 1 3 5 2  7 1 2 0 6 1

164



THE FERGUSON CLUB

IMPLEMENTS FOR SALE

Ferguson Soil Scoop. Type BJE A20. 
Restored and useable. £50
D. J. Wilkins Tel: 01428 722567 {Surrey)

Ferguson 2 furrow plough 10AE 28; Ferguson 
Ridger; Ferguson headlamp MF779; Mid 
mounted mower; Ferguson Rear mower. 
Hefin LloydJones Tel: 01745 583722 (Wales)

Ferguson reversible plough; Cordwood saw 
bench; Post hole borer; Transport box; 
Cultivators; Two furrow plough; Mounted 
discs; Earth scoop.
Mr C. Powell (1623) Tel: 01432 264285 
(evenings), (Hereford)

SPARES/ACCESSORIES FOR SALE

Castings (unused) for Mid Mounted and Rear 
Mounted Mowers.
Jonathan Cousins (701) Tel: 01728 638721 
(East Suffolk) evenings

For MF 735 Loader: 818 600 M91 Main Beam 
Assembly; 818 636/637 M91 Frame 
Assemblies RH and LH.
Jonathan Cousins (701) Tel: 01728 638721 
(East Suffolk) evenings

Spares for TE-20 (particularly American 
owners); 1 pair grill sections - complete, 
square, rusty/painted; would clean up $75.00; 
1 hood (bonnet) grill and bottom section 
missing. Wings O.K. Top: holes cutfor radiator 
and fuel access - FREE for nominal packing 
for shipping; Fender/wing minor cancer above 
mounting point otherwise useable. Cost as 
above. Shame to let them go to scrap dealers. 
PaulR. Dowie, POBox472, Chester Springs, 
PA 19425, USA Tel: 610-827-7561  
(Chesterview)

THE OLD TWENTY PARTS COMPANY
♦ ♦ ♦

Your first call for 
Ferguson and 
Ford-Ferguson 

♦  ♦  ♦
Most Parts -  many 

original 
♦  ♦  ♦

Parts for most 
other makes from 

1920 to date 
♦  ♦  ♦

Send stamped 
addressed 

envelope for 
complete list

Visit our stand at major raliies -  send for list of events we attend 
Cavendish Bridge, Shardlow, Derby DE72 2HL 

Telephone: 01332 792994 and 792698 Fax: 01332 799192
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Cross Stitch Tractor Kit. In addition to the 
Ferguson TE-20 kit available at £8.75, a 
Ferguson 30 cwt. trailer kit is now available 
at £6.75. Both worked on 14 count AIDA. 
Cheques payable to ‘Joan’. P&P included. 
Please send to Joan, 7 High Street, 
Holbeach, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE12 7DU

MISCELLANEOUS

Wanted. Pugmill for Lister D or similar engine 
in working order.
John Cousins (701), East Suffolk.
Tel: 01728 638721 evenings.

The Heal Collection -  disposal of machinery surplus to requirements

1951 TED tractor (Howard Reduction Box) SN 187573
3 Furrow GP Plough (Rubery Owen) Type AE/28 with sideland lever
Single Furrow Deep Digger Plough (bar point) with sideland lever
3/4-turn (butterfly) Rev. Plough (lever action) needs RH scimmer blade extention
Ford NAA/821 tractor (very rare)
Mounted Disc-Harrow 6ft. Type 2A-BE-22 
Spike Harrows (folding) 764 Type S-BE-31 
9-tine Rigid-Tine Cultivator Type E. 9NKE 84"
Ditto
Ridger (Original) C/W Marker. Type D. RO-E-20. (Sherman)
3 ton Tipping Trailer, show condition. Very rare 
2 Furrow Ferguson-Sherman plough, castings by Ford of Detroit 
Transport Box (with tail gate)
Ditto
Steerage Hoe Type B-ME-20
Logging Bench Type A-LE-A20 (Spare blade)
Earth Scoop
15-row Seed Drill (732) Suffolk Coulters Type G-PE-A20 
5ft Cutter-Bar field Mower Type 5A-EE-B20 
Potato Planter
International B45 Baler, rusty but in GWO 
Multi-Tine Weeder Type M-KE-A21 (spare tines)
Tractor Jack
Automatic Hitch complete (Button type) original 
Pulley (original forTE tractors)
Wheel Girdles 
Front Wheel Weights
R/H Mudgard (extention to footboard type)
2 Wheel centres
Spare Outer Rim/11 -28 tyre complete 
2 Front Wheels/New Tyres complete (3 rib)
2 Front Wheels/tyres worn 600-19
Main Drive Drum Belt for Claas Matador Combine
Lights for Claas Combine

£650
125
100

80
POA
150

95
120
100
185

POA
POA

70
50

180
125
100
90
75

190
offers

150
45
80
70
80
60
25
30
55
90
60
55
20

Richard Heal, 8 Busheyfields, Western Road, Hailsham, E.Sussex BN27SHF Tel: 01323 848705
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APPOINTMENTS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PATRON
MRS ELIZABETH SHELDON (nee Ferguson)

The principle objective of the club is to promote interest in the late Harry Ferguson his designs 
for the mechanisation of world agriculture and in particular The Ferguson System' The dub 
covers a" Ferguson tractors from the Ferguson A (Ferguson-Brown), Ford-Ferguson 2N and
a ~ ° p  US and UK im p le ln ts  and, by
agreement with Massey-Ferguson UK Ltd, the MF 35 and 65. ^

Honorary Members: Sir Ian Wallace CBE Mr Dick Dowdeswell

Chairman. John Cousins..................Hulvertree Farm, Laxfield,
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 8HR 
Tel/Fax: 01728 638721

Vice-Chairman: Ian Halstead.................Red Lodge Farm. Holbeach St. John.
Spalding, Lincolnshire PE12 8RD 
Tel: 01406 540224

Executive Officer/Secretary: none at present
Treasurer: none at present

Membership Secretary: Lawrence Jamieson .... Drynach, Ferry Road,
Golspie, Sutherland KW10 6ST 
Tel: 01408 633108

Acting Editor: John Cousins................address as above
Editor (wef Issue No. 25): Alan Dunderdale........... 7 Waveney Drive, Higham,

Barnsley, South Yorkshire S75 1PU 
Tel/Fax: 01226 386715 (after 6.30pm)

Sub-Editor (Ladies section): Mrs Julie G ibson..........2 High Street, Great Hale,
Sleaford, Lincolnshire NG34 9LE

Sub-Editor (Section 1): Roger Webb.................  Vun Dige’, Main Road.
(wef Issue No. 25) jh e  Common. Holmesfield.

Sheffield S18 5WP 
Tel: 01142 890003

Sub-Editor (Section 2): John Cousins................ address as above
(wef Issue No. 25)
Sub-Editor (Section 3): Alan Dunderdale...........address as above
& Archivist
Sub-Editor (Classified Ads): Roger W ebb..................address as above
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Commercial Advertising:

Club Merchandise:

DVLA Liaison Officer:

Technical & Service Adviser: 
Electrical Adviser:

Chris C lack...................14 Lamintone Drive, Leamingtori
Spa, Warwickshire CV32 6SJ 
Tel/Fax: 01926 338639

Anne Halstead..............Ash Farm House, Joys Bank,
Holbeach St. Johns, Spalding, 
Lines. PE12 8SD

Grace Popplewell........ Brookfield, Station Road,
Snelland, Lincoln LN3 5AA

John Popplewell...........Brookfield, Station Road,
Snelland, Lincoln LN3 5AA

Roger Seidel................ Tel: 01608 641453 (after 9pm)
Les Vincent..................  Tel: 01788 546518

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

Northern Ireland Mr G Little
Scotland (Orkneys & Shetland) Mr N Shearer
Scotland (North) Mr Lawrence Jamieson

Scotland (South) Mr John Gibson
North East England Mr Alan Dunderdale

Cumbria Mr Dave Weeks
Yorkshire & Derbyshire Mr Roger Webb
East Anglia/Lincs Mr Ian Halstead
South East England Mr Richard Heal
Oxfordshire Mr Roger Seidel
Gloucestershire Mr Dick Dowdeswell
Hampshire Mr Martin Cull

Devon Mr Michael Thorne
Devon, North M r& Mrs H Beer

Cornwall Mr H Jeffery

Ireland, Republic of Mr James Barrow

Holland Mr B Westerveld

Germany Mr Hartmut Lindner

Germany, North Mr Karl-Heinz Kiunke

Denmark Mrs Merethe Hansen

USA (New England) MrC Higgerson

USA (South) Mr Tony Allen

Caribbean as above
South Africa Mr D R Field 
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01662 568 235 
01856 781368 
01408 633108 
01899 810 214 
01226 386715
01768 772315 
0114 2890003 
01406 540224 
01323 848705 
01608 641453 
01451 850762 
01489 572083 
01363 83600
01769 540678 
01726 833027

(353) 65 40286 
1883 15311 
06152 831 23 
(040) 6419262 
(45) 5393 9212 
315 841 8717 
305 852 8793

0331 97 891
I



FR  A  o A  R K

‘Enthusiasts interested in preservation and restoration in connection 
with probably the greatest revolution in agricultural engineering ’

The Ferguson Club, Hulvertree Farm, Laxfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 8HR
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