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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 1996

50th Anniversary of theTE-20 

10th Anniversary of the Ferguson Club

MAY

14th
15 -1 7 th  
18th

JUNE

29th

Northern Ireland
Annual General Meeting, Larne 
Balmoral Show display 
Co. Down members vintage gathering 
at Moira Domaine -  Lisburn Civic Week 
South Africa
Natal Royal Show, Pietermaritzburg 
VT&EC of SA (Natal Branch) 
exhibition & display.
Central theme The Ferguson System’

East of England
Team of Musical Grey Fergies perform 
at County Shows in the region 
Anglesey/North Wales 
32 mile Grey Fergie Run, Anglesey

South East England
2 9 -3 0 th  TE-20 Golden Jubilee Rally, 

Drusillas Park, East Sussex

JULY

6 -7 th
North East England
Hetmsiey Steam Rally 
Northern Ireland 
Main Ferguson event 
Ulster Steam Traction 
Engine Club Steam Rally,
Ballymena Showgrounds 
North West England 
Distington
Cumbria Steam Gathering, Flookburgh

Contact for information

} Sam & Margarette Rea 
} Tel: 01574 273700 
Norman Kerr Tel: 01820 624251

see South Africa section

John Popplewell Tel: 01673 885330

Geraint Evans Tel: 01407 720493 
Chris Frith Tel: 0370 266992

Colin Huggett (at Drusillas Park) 
Richard Heal Tel: 01323 848705

Alan DunderdaleTel: 01226 386715

} Dave Weeks Tel: 01768 772315
}
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JULY

Denmark
27 -  28th Ferguson commemorative rally & 

parade, Marielyst
Merethe Hansen Tel: (45) 5393 9212

JULY/AUGUST
Republic of Ireland

? Ferguson Event. Johnstown Castle
Agricultural Museum, County Wexford

AUGUST
Anglesey/North Wales
Anglesey Show

James Barrow Tel: (353) 65 40286

Geraint Evans Tel: 01407 720493 
Chris Frith Tel: 0370 266992

Scotland (North)
6 or 8th Black Isle Show, Muir of Ord 

(Inverness Area)
Orkney & Shetland Islands

13 -  14th 3 Day Event covers local Shows 
South East England

26th 21st Festival of Transport, Hailsham,
Sussex (3 day event)
South West England

24th -  Rally with display and working sections 
(including attempt with help to break 
100 tractor ploughing record), followed 
by 4 mile road run to 2 day event. 
Republic of Ireland

? Rally with Ferguson participation
Hollymount, County Mayo

SEPTEMBER
Scotland (North & South)

7 -8 th  Farming Yesteryear, Scone

Lawrence Jamieson Tel: 01408 633108

Norman Shearer Tel: 01856 781368

Richard Heal Tel: 01323 848705

Mike Thorne Tel: 01363 83600 
and
Harold Beer Tel: 01769 540369

James Barrow Tel: (353) 65 40286

John Gibson Tel: 01899 810214

? check date with organiser
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THE FERGUSON CLUB

EDITORIAL
It is my pleasure to welcome members and 
their families and to wish them well in 1996. 
This is to be an important and active year, 
marking as it does both the 50th Anniversary 
of the TE-20 and the 10th of the Ferguson 
Club. There is a wide range of celebrations 
across the British Isles and two overseas and 
we may yet hear of others. I must yet sound a 
sober note of caution. Please, let no tragedy 
be allowed to mar our enjoyment. It is a small 
thing to appoint a Safety Officer for the event 
you organise and to insist upon compliance 
with the Safety Code while the event is in 
preparation, progress and dispersal. And all 
events need to be protected against the risk 
of inadvertent damage to person and 
property. The extent to which the club’s 
insurance with General Accident will extend 
to the activities now in planning is under 
investigation. At the very least an event 
requires Show Insurance if the general public 
is to be admitted. The best course is for event 
organisers to check with the Vice-Chairman, 
Ian Halstead.

As you may see from this Newsletter, the 
Ferguson Club has indeed taken the chance 
to emerge from the gloomy predicament I 
dwelt upon in the last Editorial. It has a new 
sense of purpose and direction and is 
eminently well placed to celebrate the year. 
The notable reasons for the change are the 
establishment of a representative, governing 
General Committee that obviously works and 
the support from members generally, a

significant number of whom have come 
forward to contribute to the Newsletter and 
to the research that goes on behind the 
scenes. Their ages range from 12 years to 
members in their Eighties. This enthusiasm 
for Ferguson is infectious. It cuts across all 
age groups and manner of men and women. 
It is the club’s best guarantee for the future.

Not everything in the garden is rose-coloured 
nor is the improvement in our condition to be 
taken for granted. There are still areas in 
England and South Wales that are not 
represented on the General Committee. I urge 
local members to put that right if they wish to 
have a voice in the administration of the club’s 
affairs, it is impossible to over-stress that 
policies and decisions should be made upon 
the broadest base of consensus.

It is disappointing that the offices of Treasurer 
and Secretary (Executive Officer) remain 
unfilled. I have to say that this has made life 
more d ifficu lt for the other officers by 
increasing their workload in areas they did 
not volunteer for. The Membership Secretary 
acts as the Treasurer. The Chairman covers 
for Secretary, is about to write up and prepare 
the account for audit and acts as Editor. The 
Vice-Chairman helps out on the Secretarial 
side and takes on all the sideline items that 
take up time but have to be done. You have to 
make sure these two offices are filled at the 
next AGM. The amendments to be put at that 
time include new schedules describing the

The contribution of articles and news will always be welcome. We also welcome for publication 
constructive correspondence about the Newsletter and the club generally especially where such 
correspondence is also accompanied by offers of help. As a general rule it will not be editorial 
policy to censor contributions. For desktop publishing reasons all items for the Newsletter should 
wherever possible be in type. Copyright remains with the author where named, otherwise with 
the Ferguson Club.

Cover Design & Colour: Inspired by the original cover of the “Tyre Tracks Instruction Book”
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functions of each executive office. It is to be 
hoped that when the parameters of office are 
clearly set out, members or their wives will 
be more willing to take up office, Either of 
these two could be filled by the wife of a 
member if all else was equal. Wives hold 
office in other clubs very successfully. It would 
not be difficult to resolve the matter of 
membership as required by the Constitution. 
But we need nominations before the AGM.

On the positive side again, the situation of 
the Newsletter has improved greatly. There 
are now three sub-editors either in place or 
moving into place. One of them will assume 
responsibility as Editor by the end of the year. 
Another member has taken on responsibility 
for the club’s Merchandise. Yet another has 
undertaken to develop the club’s commercial 
advertisers. There is still a need for more sub
editors, particularly for section 1.

The institution of a club archives with its own 
budget and an archivist is a very significant 
advance. If you have duplicate copies or spare 
photocopies of Instruction Books and Parts 
Lists, no matter how tatty, there is now a place 
where they may be put to good use. Try to let 
us know what is in your private collection so 
that at least we know where information can 
be found. It will take years but gradually the 
tatty will be replaced, the gaps filled and the 
usefulness to members grow. The first 
requirement is simply to get the information 
in house, no matter what the condition. 
Photographs, films and promotional material, 
demonstrations, technical and field reports 
and the work of highly motivated Ferguson 
agencies in the Forties and Fifties, all will be

of inestimable value to the members and 
other enthusiasts who come after us. There 
is no reason why the Ferguson Club, free as 
it is from the arrivals and departures of 
commercial interests, should not come to be 
the ultimate focal point and repository for 
information relating to the Ferguson tractor 
and the Ferguson System. There could be no 
better way to celebrate our 10th Anniversary 
than to get this whole project well and truly 
off the around in 1996.

I would like to think that similar archives 
projects exist or will come to exist in those 
other countries where the Ferguson System 
came into general usage. In particular, the 
10th Anniversary is an appropriate time to re
emphasise and develop our membership and 
connections in the United States, inextricably 
linked as that country is with the whole 
Ferguson story. We have, for example, hardly 
begun to relate the development of the 
Ferguson implement range in the States and 
its translation and parallel development in this 
country.

The first official occasion in 1996 is the AGM 
in Northern Ireland at which we are to be 
honoured by the presence of our Patron, Mrs 
Sheldon, and Mr Sheldon and by others 
associated very closely with Harry Ferguson 
Ltd. Our members there have gone to great 
lengths to set the AGM up and with it a 
programme that will run through another four 
days. There could be no more appropriate 
place to honour the man and celebrate his 
creation of the TE-20. It will be a great time to 
relax, enjoy and meet a lot of interesting 
people. See you there!

John Cousins
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JOHN MALET CHAMBERS 1909-1995

John Chambers, brilliant engineer, much
loved father, and husband of Daphne, died 
early in May after a distinguished career 
which saw his other child, the ‘little grey 
Fergie’, burst upon the Post-War agricultural 
scene and become the world standard for 
tractor design.

A shy and retiring man by nature John 
nevertheless became Chief Engineer of Harry 
Ferguson Ltd, President of the Institution of 
Agricu ltura l Engineers (1957-1959), a 
Founder Governor of the National College of 
Agricultural Engineering (now Silsoe College 
of Cranfield University) and for forty years a 
pillar of the West Midlands Branch of the 
Institu tion. In recognition of his many 
outstanding achievements he was awarded 
the Institution’s highest honour, that of 
Honorary Fellow, in 1969.

John’s career began in 1932 when he left the 
family farm in Downpatrick and went to sea 
as a junior engineer on board the Atholl 
Princess, a tanker of the United Molasses 
Company Line, but later that same year he 
decided seafaring was not for him and joined 
Harry Ferguson in his workshop in Belfast, 
where Harry was working on the prototype 
Ferguson A, known as the ‘Black Tractor’.

There followed the association between Harry 
Ferguson and David Brown whereby the new 
tractor was produced at Meltham as the 
Ferguson Brown. John was much involved in 
its production and it is appropriate that it was 
his father who purchased the first one to be 
sold (#12) on 2nd June 1936 and put it to use 
on the family farm at Downpatrick in Northern 
Ireland. Then, in the late 1930s, John and 
Daphne accompanied Harry Ferguson to 
Detroit, where two of his sons and 306,000 
Ford Ferguson tractors were born.

Moving to Banner Lane, Coventry, after the 
war he became Chief Engineer of Harry 
Ferguson Ltd, and was responsible for 
introducing the American range of Ferguson 
implements into production in the UK. This 
involved many problems, particularly with the 
Trailer and Mower, both of which needed 
extensive redesign to meet the requirements 
of the British market.

There followed years during which many 
changes took place; the Company was sold 
to Massey Harris to become Massey-Harris- 
Ferguson and later Massey-Ferguson, and 
John finally left in the early 1960s to found 
New Idea UK with John Knox and others.

It is as an outstanding engineer, innovator 
and devoted family man that we remember 
John, as well as for his magnificent Delaunay- 
Belleville motorcar, for many years his other 
pride and joy. Typically, he kept a drawing 
board beside his bed, claiming that many of 
his best ideas came whilst he was asleep: 
he would leap out of bed and record them 
before they slipped away with the dawn. One 
such was the brilliantly simple spring-loop 
linch-pin for implement hitches -  today as 
indispensable and as much a part of 
everyday farming life as a ball-point pen.

John was indeed one of the great agricultural 
engineers of our time -  his contribution to 
tractor development was immense and 
enduring, but the profound changes which 
have overtaken the industry in recent years 
mean that almost certainly we shall not see 
his like again.

Obituary by Mr John Fox -  Honorary Fellow 
of the Institute of Agricultural Engineers, for 
the Institutes Journal. Slightly amended vis- 
a-vis the Ferguson A by John Cousins.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE NOTES
The General Committee met at Myerscough Hall, Preston on 18th November, 1995 to consider 
the following Agenda.

1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the General Committee Meeting on 13 May 1995
3. Matters Arising
4. Co-ordination of TE-20 Fiftieth Anniversary Events in 1996
5. 1996 AGM in Northern Ireland and Related Programme
6. Structure and Development of the Club to Year 2000
7. Regional Development in the UK, including Local Finance
8. Publications - Newsletter and Journal

- Editorial Policy and Staffing
- Correspondents
- Budget and Costs

9. Conservation of Ferguson Implements - Club Policy
10. Club Archives - Development and Funding

- Establishment of a Records Officer
11. Affiliations with Other Bodies
12. Any Other Business - Membership Policy (All Aspects)

- Finance
- Merchandise and Ancillaries

General Committee meeting at Myerscough College, 18 November 1995 
Standing from left to right: Alan Dunderdale - Ian Halstead - Les Vincent - Jill Cousins (Minutes 
Secretary) - Margarette Rea - John Gibson - Lawrence Jamieson - John Cousins - David 
Weeks - Roger Seidel - John Popplewell - Chris Frith Kneeling: Norman Shearer - 
Geraint Evans Photographer: Sam Rea
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These are extracts or precis of the more im
portant Minutes. All area representatives hold 
the full copy.

4. Co-ordination of TE-20 Fiftieth  
Anniversary Events in 1996
Editor: An updated summary of events to date 
is to be found inside the front cover.
It was observed that the successful staging 
of these events would do much to regain 
momentum and promote the club. It was also 
an excellent opportunity for regional groups 
to develop models for the future with the 
emphasis upon local initiatives, planning and 
organisation with financial and other support 
coming from the centre where needed. 
Sum marising, the Chairman asked 
responsible members to consider their next 
moves, to flesh out their plans, obtain the 
names of all local members where necessary, 
even form a small planning committee if such 
could be useful. Above all, he urged them to 
establish and maintain all round 
communications, including local media, draft 
their outline programme for publication in the 
Newsletter and keep it updated. Costs should 
be worked out, also the extent to which 
extraneous expenses could be covered 
locally. Bids to the centre should be sooner 
rather than later. The centre would co-ordinate 
national publicity.
Club Insignia. To help with publicity at local 
events the club should increase its holdings 
of the flags and banners currently in use but 
subjected to much cross-country movement. 
Sets would be issued on an accountable 
basis to nominated area representative in the 
various regions.

5. 1996 AGM in Northern Ireland and 
Related Programmes
Editor: The updated programme is the next 
article in this Newsletter 
The Chairman thanked Sam and Margarette 
for all the work they had done so far. He 
understood that sponsorship was being

pursued but suggested that an account 
should be set up to cover expenses as they 
arose. AGM organisers would be required to 
answer in the normal way for club funds 
allocated to them. It was proposed that the 
sum of £250 be reserved to this account in 
the first instance and that a contingency up 
to £250 be also earmarked.

6. Structure and Development of the Club 
to Year 2000
The Chairman said that he wanted to place 
before the General Committee the concept 
of a Five Year Plan as a broad framework for 
the evolution of management structure and 
general development of the club.
This was a substantial club with a great future 
and it was expected to grow. Therefore, it must 
have simple, long term objectives which aim 
to: give its management directional stability; 
facilitate planning: and make it possible for a 
constantly changing m anagement to 
establish and follow broad policies and yet 
be able to revise them in the light of 
experience.
The overall objective  was that the 
management in particular should know where 
the club was going and how it intended to get 
there. Ordinary members becoming aware 
that they had joined a purposeful club under 
popular management would be more likely 
to become involved. And, incidentally, the club 
would be better able to defend itself from 
outside interference for it was now clear from 
recent events that, unlike other, similar clubs, 
the Ferguson Club was perceived in some 
quarters to have commercial value.

Within the period, management should 
pursue and refine certain essential elements 
of principle:
• Government should be absolutely open 

with maximum participation at every level. 
As much as possible should be published.

• The constitution now in place should be 
regarded as something to build upon, not
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as being in its final form. Full use should 
be made of its ability to enshrine decisions 
of the membership and to regulate the 
functions of the executive.

• The whole election process should be more 
closely defined down to voting level and be 
published as a schedule to the constitution.

• The functions and priorities of the General 
Committee as the principal governing body 
should be suitably defined and amplified in 
the written constitution. In the meantime its 
role should be increasingly interpreted 
along the following priorities:
(1) encourage and assist the development 
of regional groups; (2) organise and co
ordinate affairs at national level; (3) facilitate 
international liaison.

The tenure of certain offices should be limited 
by time. For reasons of continuity, the 
responsibilities of certain office holders and 
committee members would come to be 
described and published as schedules to the 
constitution.
Margarette Rea floated the idea of a Woman’s 
Committee as a useful way in which wives 
and girl friends could co-operate to assist the 
aims of the club at local level. It was agreed 
that Margarette should initiate a pilot scheme 
in Northern Ireland.

The meeting adjourned for lunch 12.30- 
1.30pm. After discussion it was decided that 
the tenure of certain appointments should be 
limited to a definite period and the following 
proposals were carried without dissent:
• Chairman, Vice Chairman and General 

Secretary may be appointed for up to two 
years in the first instance.

• Chairman and General Secretary to sen/e 
for no more than two consecutive years.

• Membership Secretary and Treasurer may 
be appointed for up to three years in the 
first instance.

These proposals to be put before the 
membership fo r incorporation into the

constitution, amending Rule 18.

7. Regional Development in the UK
Once the process of developing local groups 
was underway, it became necessary to decide 
where the limits of the process should be 
drawn. The problems of over-centralization 
were rehearsed: pressure on the centre; 
problems of communication, time and space; 
frustration in the areas; the vulnerability of the 
club to outside interference. At the other end 
of the scale autonomous local groups could 
cause problems: fragmentation of the club; 
resentment at perceived interference by the 
centre: loss of cohesion and collective 
responsibility: duplication of management 
functions: problems of financial allocation. 
Extracts from the published notes of another 
club were used to illustrate some of the points 
made.
Discussion moved to the middle ground. Here 
local group members were encouraged to 
identify and associate with local initiatives to 
plan, organise and execute local activities and 
events, drawing support from the centre. 
Ultimately, as in Northern Ireland, such a 
group would be entirely capable of staging a 
national event and in the process working 
confidently with local professional, 
government and other bodies on behalf of the 
Ferguson Club. The advantages of the middle 
ground were that: pressure on the centre was 
removed freeing it to concentrate on the 
national level; communications would improve 
in line with group structure; local frustration 
would be removed: group members would 
know their area was well represented at the 
centre; local activity would increase, as would 
feed back to the centre e.g. Newsletter 
material; support from the centre could be 
rationalised: the club as a whole would be 
less vulnerable to interference in its affairs 
by vested interests.
The committee having agreed in principle the 
policy of decentralisation and the occupation 
of middle ground, the discussion moved to
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the desirable scale of local groups. The final 
opinion was that the scale and structure of 
local groups should be flexible, ranging from 
geographical area to several counties, one 
county or even parish level if that suited local 
members, local terrain and population density. 
By the same token, local management could 
range from area representative through local 
Secretary to full committee if that was what 
local members wanted. D iverse local 
arrangements would evolve with time but 
none of them should affect the integrity of the 
Ferguson Club as a whole. In time the 
constitution would recognise local structures. 
It was also recognised that one area 
representative per group was satisfactory but 
that in time it might be necessary to scale 
representa tives to the scale of local 
membership, as had evolved in the NVT&EC. 
In the meantime the identification of local 
representatives in areas not currently 
represented on the General Committee 
required attention and this was to be pursued 
in the Newsletter and elsewhere.

8. Publications 
Newsletter & Journal
The crucial role of the Newsletter/Journal was 
recognised. In his editorial hat, the Chairman 
observed that the Autumn Newsletter had 
been very well received and he gave thanks 
to those who had made it possible. The new 
cover theme had gone down particularly well 
and it also had the advantage of economy. 
Contributions were everything but he no 
longer shared the scepticism of those who 
said they would not be forthcoming. The feed 
back was encouraging in this respect. As well 
as, written articles, he commended photo 
articles with good captions. These were less 
of a burden for the contributor to produce and 
were as well received, particu larly by 
overseas members whose knowledge of 
English (and Welsh!) was limited. The more 
material to hand, the easier and faster it was 
to produce the Newsletter. The fact that he

had been obliged to write too much of the 
last edition himself had immeasurably slowed 
it down. Material already to hand and 
promised for the Winter edition (January) was 
extremely encouraging.

Staffing
The staffing situation had improved.
• Julie Gibson now sub-edited Ladies 

Section.
• Alan Dunderdale was to sub-edit Section 

3, take on additional responsibilities 
through 1996 and take on Editor by the end 
of the year.

• Roger Webb was to receive and sub-edit 
classified Advertisements.

John Cousins would continue to act as Editor 
through the next Newsletter and beyond to 
ensure a smooth handover as Alan gained 
experience in the club.
• There was still a requirement for sub-editors 

to Sections 1 and 2.
• There was also a need for a member with 

advertising or other business experience 
to sort out commercial advertising, which 
was at present ad hoc and the income from 
which with a target of 800 members was 
derisory.

In answer to an enquiry, John Gibson 
produced a mint condition Tyre Tracks 
Instruction Book for modification into the cover 
of the Winter Newsletter. This was agreed by 
all to be most appropriate to the season and 
was gratefully accepted by the acting Editor!

Correspondents
Attention was drawn to the types of material 
that correspondents m ight transm it to 
Newsletter staff:
• Regular contributions from the areas 

should cover local club activities and others 
in which club members took a part, local 
news items, sales and discoveries. Photos 
with captions not necessarily tied to articles 
were always welcome. Source material 
need not necessarily be in the member’s



THE FERGUSON CLUB

possession. With the necessary 
permission, which was usually 
forthcoming, items on tractors and 
equipment in use on local farms 
were always of interest. An active 
postbag would enhance the flow 
of Newsletter material.

• Special contributions would more 
often than not fall into Section 1,2 
or 3. They would Include technical 
items, restoration projects and 
archive material. Section 3 would 
also cater for historical items such 
as old photographs, Ferguson 
tractor production and the old 
dealer network.

• Overseas items on any Ferguson 
topic past and present, including 
the local production of implements
and accessories, would invariably be 
printed because this part of the Newsletter 
should be developed.

Publications in 1996
The number of publications during 1996 was 
discussed and it was decided that three 
editions with intervening news sheets where 
possible should be the target. The first should 
be a Newsletter in January and include the 
membership renewal forms and P&O booking 
forms. The second would be a larger Journal 
distributed in June with a colour centre spread 
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary. The third 
would be a Newsletter d istribu ted in 
November in time for Christmas shopping.

9. Conservation of Ferguson Implements 
-  Club Policy.
With consistent emphasis upon the Ferguson 
System, newcom ers would look at 
implements more carefully and a more 
specific policy on the part of the club towards 
their conservation would be needed. Older 
hands without implements or one or two only 
would consider extending their range. 
Enhanced interest would encourage the

Have you seen this before?

location, recovery and survival of more 
implements.
There were ways in which the club could 
encourage this. It could start by mentioning 
implements in Rule 2 of the constitution. It 
could also make it clearer that implements 
were worthy of conservation in their own right. 
The new Section 2 in the Newsletter would 
ensure that implement coverage was more 
regular and systematic. Non technical 
members could be encouraged to submit 
material on implements. To the very young, 
implements were more affordable than 
tractors. The favourable response to the cover 
of the recent Newsletter had demonstrated 
that the desire to balance the tractor and the 
implement existed.
It was further discussed that former Ferguson 
agents be approached by local members to 
ensure that surviving Ferguson spare parts 
were not scrapped for their shelf space, as 
had often happened in the past, but their 
availability notified to the club. The club should 
do what it could to index implements and 
spare parts in a club archives and assemble 
information appropriate to restoration work in 
the future. An Implements Adviser similar to

10
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the present Technical Advisers might be 
established.

10. Club Archives
It was proposed and accepted that as a matter 
of policy a primary aim of the Ferguson Club 
must be to acquire, hold and make available 
to members archive material relevant to the 
club’s declared objective. This aim had been 
declared in the Autumn Newsletter together 
with the conventional means by which it was 
to be achieved. It should be possible like some 
other clubs to compile and circulate to 
members a catalogue of archive material 
currently held and to update it periodically. 
Unless an archives was formally instituted 
and made accountable, it would be 
unreasonable to expect a donor to present 
archive material to the club. The extent of 
current archives material was not yet known 
but it was understood not to be very great. It 
was to be taken over in the near future by the 
Chairman. The following three proposals were 
then passed without dissent:
• The Ferguson Club should institute an 

archives.
• An arch iv ist accountable to the 

membership should be established and 
given a place on the General Committee.

• An annual sum of £500 should be allotted 
to the purchase of archive material.

Geraint Evans reported that he had a contact 
from whom he was hoping to obtain over 100 
handbooks but he was now prepared to let 
the club purchase them for the archive 
collection. The Chairman thanked him for this 
very unselfish gesture and asked Geraint to 
investigate further. It was proposed that up 
to £500, the allocation for 1995, should be 
reserved for the purchase and this was 
agreed without dissent.
Alan Dunderdale offered to take on the 
archive collection until such time as a more 
permanent Archivist could be appointed and 
this offer was accepted. Les Vincent stressed 
the importance of obtaining for archives

copies of the patents relating to Ferguson 
tractors and associated implements. Area 
Representatives would be asked to approach 
their local Ferguson agents for archive 
material.

12. Any Other Business
Membership Policy
• A small, in troductory magazine be 

produced to give to new members 
immediately upon joining. It would contain 
Ferguson background, related 
photographs. General Committee 
personalities and the constitution.

• As soon as the membership list could be 
broken up into the various areas, Area reps 
would be sent copies and informed of new 
members when they joined their groups.

• Membership cards would again be issued 
to members when first joining the club.

• Area representatives would hold a small 
stock of the background and membership 
material.

Rates for subscriptions should be more 
flexible:
• Adult £12
• Family, all at one address £18
• Junior/student, in full-time education £6
• Those that joined the club (not renewing) 

during the calendar year should pay half 
rates after 1 July and receive only the most 
recent magazine.

• Those joining between 1 October and 31 
December would have free membership for 
that period if the fo llow ing years 
membership was paid.

• Membership fees could be paid by Direct 
Debit as an alternative method of payment.

It was proposed these items be put before 
the AGM in May for ratification.

Details concerning a new members pack and 
the renewal form were listed.
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THE 1996 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This is to notify the arrangements that have 
to date been agreed with our Northern Ireland 
members and which they have begun to 
implement. We are delighted that our Patron, 
Mrs Elizabeth Sheldon, and Mr Sheldon have 
expressed their wish to attend.

The AGM and its allied programme will take 
place during the period 14th-18th May. 

Tuesday, 14th M ay-AGM  
15th-17th May -  Balmoral Show 
18th May -  County Down Rally

It will provide an opportunity for members to 
attend one day, several days or turn it into a 
short break in order to see something of 
Ulster. Arrangements with P&O European 
Ferries are deliberately flexible so that sea 
crossings may take place any time between 
9th-20th May.

The AGM itself will begin at 10 o’clock sharp 
in the P&O Terminal Building at Larne on the 
Tuesday morning. The notice to that effect is 
to be found in this edition under Club 
Noticeboard, together with the call for 
nominations to office. The Agenda, election 
and constitutional items are to be sent to 
members under separate cover during late 
February/early March so that postal voting 
has time to take effect. The AGM will finish 
by 11.15am and guests are expected to arrive 
from midday.

The AGM will be followed by the 50th 
Anniversary Lunch, also in the Terminal, 
which has excellent catering facilities. The 
choice of menu and costs are included with 
this Newsletter. Mr & Mrs Sheldon are to be 
the honoured guests of the Ferguson Club, 
together with about ten other guests drawn 
from the worlds of Harry Ferguson Ltd, 
agriculture, finance, civil administration and 
the vintage tractor movement in Ireland.

The lunch will be in the form of a buffet with 
seating for members and their guests with 
waiter service to official guests at a top table. 
Wine will be available before and during the 
meal, which will run between 12 .30-1 .45pm. 
There will then be three very short speeches: 
the Chairman will welcome the guests and 
the assembly; the Mayor of Larne will reply; 
and M rs Sheldon will say a few words. There 
will be a toast to Harry Ferguson and the 
TE-20.

After lunch there will be a conference with 
two guest speakers until about 3.45pm, after 
which tea and biscuits will be available. The 
gathering will then disperse. There is no 
function planned for Tuesday evening.

Larne is rather more than 20 miles from the 
grounds in Belfast which host the Balmoral 
Show. The Royal Ulster Agricultural Society 
will be celebrating the centenary of the 
opening of the Balmoral Showgrounds and 
intend to make it a special occasion. The 
programme will not be available until much 
nearer the time but this is an event which 
retains its agricultural and cultural origins 
more than most. The normal cost of entrance 
is £6 but as a gesture of goodwill this is to be 
reduced to £3 for members from Northern 
Ireland and Eire. For overseas members there 
is to be no charge. For the club, the key day 
is to be Thursday, 16th May. Mr& Mrs Sheldon 
and the club ’s officers are invited to a 
breakfast to be followed by an official tour of 
the Show. During the tour Mrs Sheldon will 
unveil a commemorative plaque in the 
Balmoral Hall, where the Ferguson Club 
display will form part of the Department of 
Agriculture exhibition. Mr & Mrs Sheldon will 
then be the President’s guests at lunch.

It is expected that with the very special place 
that the Ferguson name has in Irish
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agriculture, the club’s display will attract a 
keen interest throughout the three days. 
Although our Northern Ireland members are 
responsible for the display, there will no doubt 
be ways in which the help of other members 
might be welcome. Therefore, if there are 
visiting members who would like to help they 
should make sure that Sam and Margarette 
Rea know.

Much as there will be to see and enjoy at the 
Balmoral Show, it is not intended that 
members should feel themselves tied to it. 
The programme for club members is a loose 
one with plenty of free time while such events 
as are planned should be of general interest 
to family and friends while retaining items of 
interest to Ferguson enthusiasts. There will 
be opportunities to see something of the 
beautiful countryside and many opportunities 
to relax.

On the Wednesday, a coach is to be 
organised for a tour of the Linen Trail at a 
cost of £15 a head. This tour will be confined 
to one coach for the visiting overseas 
members, Republic of Ireland members and 
friends. There will be places for 50 people on 
the coach.

Please book early so that the final numbers 
for this event can be confirmed for Norman 
Kerr, the member organising this trip.

now occupied by Mr & Mrs Adam Roots. It is 
hoped that Mr & Mrs Sheldon will be able to 
join the party at Growell.

From there the party will move on to see the 
Ferguson Mill at Banbridge, where the 
finished world famous quality Irish Linen is 
produced, then to a civic reception organised 
by Banbridge District Council in Banbridge 
Town Hall.

The coach will leave Banbridge around 
3.30pm, for Lisburn, to visit the Irish Linen 
Centre in the town, the tour along with audio 
visual display will last one hour, tea and coffee 
will be served courtesy of Lisburn Borough 
Council.

The bus should return to Larne at 7.00pm.

There is no programme for Friday. If weather 
permits, a barbecue and jump up will be 
organised for Friday evening. However, 
attention is drawn to the Ulster Folk and 
Transport Museum a few miles outside 
Belfast. This is open Monday -  Friday, 9.30am 
-  4.30pm, at a cost of £3.30 and £2.20 for 
children. It is generally agreed to be well 
worth a visit and there is a strong Ferguson 
element. It is also hoped there will be 
opportunities to v is it o ther places of 
significance in the development of the 
Ferguson tractor.

We regret that Northern Ireland members will 
not be invited to this event but if sufficient local 
members wish to take a tour of the Linen Trail 
it can be organised later in the year.

The bus will be met at Larne by Norman Kerr, 
collect passengers at Larne and the Rea 
farm, then on to Dromore, Co. Down, where 
many of the Ferguson workers lived.

Then on to ‘Old Tyme’ scutching mill, followed 
by a visit to the Ferguson home at Growell,

On Saturday 18th May, the main County 
Down celebrations of the first production of 
the Ferguson TE-20, along with an 
appreciation of Harry Ferguson and his 
team’s achievements will take place.

Organised by members in the county of Harry 
Ferguson’s birth, with generous sponsorship 
from Lisburn Borough Council and as part of 
Lisburn Borough Council’s Civic Week, a 
vintage gathering will take place at Moira 
Domaine. This will finish the week of celebrations.
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Administrative Matters

Enclosed with this Newsletter (except for 
members in Northern Ireland and Eire) is a 
P&O European Ferries booking form for the 
sea crossing. The normal rates have been 
discounted for club members. Arrangements 
for the crossing are a matter between the 
member and the company. Booking forms 
should not be returned to the Ferguson Club. 
For those who are not sure, Cairnryan is on 
the East side of Loch Ryan, just off the A77. 
Stranraer is about three miles South at the 
foot of Loch Ryan. Departure times are as 
follows: 04.00 (not on Sunday or Monday); 
7.30; 11.30; 15.30; 19.30; 23.59 (not on 
Saturday or Sunday). The crossing time is 2 
hours 15 minutes. Where non-memberfriends 
are in a party they may be assumed as 
members for the purpose of this exercise. 
There are no specific arrangements for 
meeting members at Larne.

P&O European Ferries have donated to the 
Ferguson Club a free return passage for a 
car and two passengers. It was intended to 
place it at random into one of the envelopes 
covering this edition but a more even 
suggestion is to make it the prize for the Quiz 
to be found on page 100. There are thirty 
questions which are taken across the board

of Ferguson interest. Entry details are to be 
found with the quiz.

Also enclosed is a summary of reasonable 
accommodation in Larne and a useful sketch 
map showing some of the locations. Again, it 
is up to members to make the ir own 
arrangements for overnight accommodation. 
For those who take caravans, Sam & 
Margarette are providing a campsite in their 
field, details of which will be included with the 
AGM material in due course. Members 
trave lling  on the ir own who m ight be 
interested in shared accommodation or 
camping should get in touch with Sam or 
Margarette.

Liaison with Sam & Margarette Rea
There is enclosed with this Newsletter a 
proforma for members attending the AGM to 
complete and send to Sam and Margarette 
Rea. They are asked to do this as soon as 
possible because the information it provides 
is needed in Northern Ireland. For example, 
the Royal Ulster Agricultural Society has 
asked to know how many admission tickets it 
will be supplying. Also, the event organisers 
need to know arrival times and contact 
addresses so that communication may be 
established and emergencies dealt with.

THE BUDGET SPEECH AND TRACTOR LICENSING

The announcement in the Budget speech that vehicles of 25 years of age or more would be 
exempt from Road Tax applies to vehicles in the Private/Light Goods, Motorcycle and Tricycle 
classes only. It does NOT apply to our tractors.

These continue to fall within the Special Concessionary Rate for Agricultural Vehicles, which 
remains £35 per annum.

The debate about exemption from Continuous Licensing, which this Government hopes to 
introduce in 1997, continues. There is nothing new to add to the article in the last Newsletter.
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FERGUSON CLUB ARCHIVES
Of the far reaching decisions reached by the General Committee on 18 November 1995, 
three related to Archives: to establish an archives; to appoint an archivist; to institute annual 
funding. This last capacity was deemed to be essential. Archives are acquired in one of three 
ways: by donation, by loan and by purchase. The ability to purchase confers flexibility. To that 
end the General Committee has voted to allocate up to £500 a year, an indication of the 
seriousness with which it views the matter.

In the Autumn edition of the Newsletter the case for archives pointed out that in most ‘vintage’ 
clubs the acquisition, retention and supply of information from archives was a primary aim. It 
has, therefore, to be clearly understood by all our members that to all intents and purposes 
this club has no archives. To be precise, it has the following:

Archives as at January 1996

MF reprints: relative to TE-20 range -  2
relative to FE/MF-35 -  5
relative to MF 65 - 1

Implement Parts Lists on loan {late G. Patterson) -  3
Implement Parts List (Earthmover 1955) -  1
Instruction Book (Six Foot Tandem Disc Harrow) -  1
Photographs/Postcards (Black & White) -  8
Photocopies (single pages, quality fa ir-ve ry  poor):

newspaper articles (folio size) -  5
Ferguson A, demonstrations, groups (folio) -  8 

Enamel sign This Farm Uses the Ferguson System’ -  1
Ditto small replica by Classic Tractor Books -  1

The ownership of the following items presented by Mrs Sheldon is not yet established:

Model of the Ferguson 4 x 4  racing car 
Northern Bank £20 commemorative banknote

-  1 
-  1

There will now be added from back numbers 
a copy of each Newsletter or Journal 
produced, except those in Volumes 1,2 and 
3 (Nos 1 & 2), for which no back numbers 
exist.

There may be other archive material not 
presently recognised as being such, for 
example raw material used in the preparation 
of articles. All other source material is in 
private hands. Practically every article and 
letter in this edition required research of one

kind or another, an exercise which, apart from 
consuming time and resources, consistently 
served to demonstrate how little is known in 
many areas as well as how much is known in 
others, and how vital it is to have access to 
central records. This requirement wiil become 
more urgent with the passing years.

Alan Dunderdale has volunteered to take on 
the formidable task of getting this project off 
the ground. Part of it will be to document 
acquisitions according to strict formats and
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to publish at prescribed intervals a catalogue 
of the club’s holdings. The provision of 
information, the photocopying of material and 
the facilities for research are matters which 
will be debated by the General Committee 
during 1996. The process of accountability 
to the membership must be of high visibility 
and include regular scrutiny by the General 
Committee. Only when an organised and 
accountable structure is in place will members 
and others find the confidence to donate and 
loan material to the Ferguson Club. The 
question of insurance is to be discussed.

Our first appeal for material is a general one 
and Alan makes it in his letter. He has already 
obtained a lap top computer for the exclusive 
use of club archives and he deserves all the 
support we can give him. Where a member 
is able to help he should communicate with 
Alan direct so as to avoid unnecessary 
correspondence. Where a member lives close 
to or has contact with a Massey Ferguson or 
former Ferguson agency he is requested as 
a matter of urgency to see if it has material it 
is able to release. It is a sad fact that much 
archive material is either burned or finishes 
up in a skip for want of anything else to do 
with it. A section on Archives is to become a 
permanent feature of the Newsletter so that 
progress is truly public.

John Cousins

FERGUSON
SIDE-DELIVERY

RAKE

FERGUSON CLUB

Dear Members,
I was honoured in being offered the position 
of Archivist and realise how much of a 
daunting task I have ahead of me.

My aim in taking this position with YOUR 
HELP is to make the Ferguson Club the first 
point of contact for any member wanting 
information.

To achieve the above I need a copy/original 
of Instruction Books, Parts Lists, sales 
literature photographs/negatives etc.

If you cannot part with the Original a 
photocopy will suffice until such time as we 
can obtain the original.

As our archives builds into a full reference 
collection we will aim to provide our members 
new and old with back up second to none. I 
also need to know what is in your care, so 
please will you let me know, so that I can start 
building up cross-reference as to where 
information is available. All items placed with 
the archives will be logged and the name of 
the donor credited to it.

ONCE AN ITEM IS PLACED IN TO THE 
ARCHIVES IT WILL NOT BE RELEASED 
ONLY A PHOTOCOPY OF THE 
INFORMATION WILL BE SENT.

Alan Dunderdale 
Tel: 01226 386715 

7 Waveney Drive, Higham, Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire S75IPU
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SECTION 1 -TRACTORS AND ANCILLARIES

REEKIETE-F 20 CONVERSION

The comment at the foot of page 12 in the 
Autumn edition that we would be pleased to 
publish  an a rtic le  on a Reekie d iesel 
conversion ‘should such exist’ speedily 
evoked the news that such did! And with it 
came background to Reekie conversions 
generally via Lawrence Jamieson to the 
extent that a feature article is now on the 
cards.
In the meantime, a tireless Editor and his 
patient wife helped to push Ian Halstead’s 
Reekie into the cold November sunlight where 
appropriate clucking noises were made, 
photographs took and Ian persuaded to write 
a few introductory notes about Reekie 
conversions....

Following the article in Volume 8 No. 1, 
concerning a Reekie Diesel Conversion, I 
happen to own one of these, but had to be 
reminded of my possession by Lawrence 
Jamieson.

The Arbroath firm, Reekie, first introduced this 
prototype for working between raspberry 
canes on Tayside. Chivers Jams were so 
impressed with the tractor, they wanted to 
keep it. As a prototype this was not possible, 
but six tractors were ordered immediately, 
with the narrow implements which Reekie 
modified and made. This revolutionised 
cultivation work in the raspberry fields.

The original Reekie badge was the same style 
as the Ferguson badge and attached to the 
bonnet below the Ferguson badge. Harry 
Ferguson, on seeing this at the Reekie factory 
said “You can get rid of that”. He disapproved 
of the Reekie badge which seemed to 
suggest they had built the tractor. A new 
badge was designed, being double the size, 
made of brass, and was worded “Modified by 
Reekie” .

Photos: John Cousins
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Harry Ferguson returned to Coventry and despatched designers and engineers to Arbroath 
to study the Reekie conversion. This resulted in the production of the Vineyard TE-20. Reekie 
modified less than 500 tractors and diesel engine tractors were in single figures. Twenty eight 
modifications were made on the tractor to result in the Reekie conversion.

Ian Halstead

Editor’s Notes:
This is the conversion of an early 
TE-F 20 tractor fitted with a Howard 
reduction box. Ian has the original 
Log Book but the commission plate 
is missing. According to the Log Book 
the tractor Serial No is TE-F 279517 
and it was registered 17 July 1952 
as SU 6281. The number painted on 
the tractor is SV 6281!
SU can look like SV and the writing 
in the Log Book is not clear. SU is a 
Kincardine registration and SV is 
Kinross and since the tractor was first 
licensed in Kincardine it does look as 
though the book is correct. The first 
owner was a t Stonehaven, 
Kincardine, which is South of 
Aberdeen. It is worth going to 
considerable lengths to track down 
a missing Log Book. ... cont
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The engine number (NOT in the Log Book) 
is DEC 118E, which seemed rather unusual. 
George Field was able to show that it should 
have been aroundSA 8000. He was then able 
to show that DEC 118Eisa Phase 2 Standard 
Vanguard engine!!

Is it possible there also exists a TE-D Reekie/ 
P3 conversion?

FERGUSON CLUB

BULLDOG SAFETY PAWL 
(FORTE-20 RANGE)

In Newsletter 8/1 I asked for information about 
this interesting and cleverly designed device 
and much to my amusement found my answer 
in the Netherlands! While passing through the 
Netherlands en-route to Germany on holiday 
I visited Piet and Annita Mooy’s excellent 
“Trekkermuseum’ collection of Ferguson, 
M assey-Harris and M assey-Ferguson 
tractors at Schagen north of Amsterdam. 
While looking through his collection of leaflets 
and brochures, lo and behold, I came a across 
an advertising leaflet for the Bulldog Safety 
Pawl! (Yet another example of International 
co-operation at work in the Ferguson Club!) 
It was manufactured by Lawrence Edwards 
& Co. (Engineers) Ltd, Commercial Buildings, 
Kidderminster, Hereford and Worcester.

“The Bulldog Safety Pawl, patent number 
715775, makes the parking brake 100% safe, 
so that the brake pedal cannot be accidentally 
released, thus preventing risk of accident to 
man or machine. A safe investment at only 
35/-’

Lawrence Jamieson (1223)

FOLLOW UP - THAT CAB!

My article in Newsletter 8 “ Follow That Cab”, 
brought two responses both about the same 
model of cab, both from Scottish sources and 
both from people called John!

The cab in question, number thirteen on our 
list, is the model manufactured by James Watt 
of Glencarse, Perth. Many thanks to John 
Gibson (887), Elsrickle, Biggar and John 
Melloy (1586), Murthly, Perth for letting me 
know about this cab. John Gibson, who 
worked for Ferguson dealers Messrs. Ross 
of Lanark, fitted these cabs and thought that 
James Watt had orig ina lly  worked for 
Duncans of Nigg, Aberdeen, before setting 
up in business on his own. John Melloy recalls 
that the cab was mostly constructed of wood 
and had a sliding door hung on an internal 
track and roller system a white-painted 
tempered hardboard roof and a hand- 
operated windscreen wiper. He thinks that his 
local agricultural engineers, who fitted many 
Watt cabs to TE-20s in the 1950s, may still 
have copies of sales brochures and is hopeful 
of getting a copy for the C lub’s newly 
established Archives.

Also on the subject, I came across the 
Scottish Aviation advertisement for their cab 
in a copy of “Practical Power Farming’ from

m te m i
CABS

For FERGUSON £44. IS/. 
FORDSON MAJOR £42. lO/-

Conversion Set' - for Ferguson 
F.E.35 Tractor £ 4 .1 0 / - .

Prices inclusiTe o f deiiverr to nesretf^ 
rallw iv (Goods) stalioh. W rite 

fo r further details. staHnt 
make of tractor.

SCOTTISH AVIATION
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1958 Classified advertisements were also to 
be found for “Sta-dri” and “Weathershields” 
cabs for Ferguson tractors.

diesels, reconditioned and guaranteed. 
Constant supply available, either off-field or 
reconditioned.-

Also of interest in that issue were prices for 
second-hand Ferguson tractors - TE-A1947- 
50 - £60-100, TE-D 1952-53 - £210-235, TE- 
F 1952 £300-325, 1953 - £350-400, 1955 - 
£375-450 and TE-20 P3 - £275. A new diesel 
MF-35 at that tine cost £586 for the standard 
model and £615 for the de-luxe model!

“Ferguson tractors wanted, any condition, 
second-hand, running. State condition, year 
and price for English port. Box number 
(Denmark).”

Lawrence Jamieson (1223)

There must be more cabs to add to our list! 
What about cabs manufactured in other 
countries for Fergusons which had been 
imported?

Advertisem ents in the same issue of 
“Practical Power Farming” machinery wanted 
section made an interesting connection with 
Merethe Hansen’s mention in her “Letter from 
Denmark” in Newsletter 8/1 on the importation 
of second-hand TE-20s into Denmark and the 
consequent problems with substandard 
tractors.

“To continental tractor firms, we can supply 
ex-stock over 100 used Ferguson, V.O. and

MF65 OWNERS

Sendmarsh Tractors, who are Massey 
Ferguson agents in Surrey, have had made 
the pressed, perforated grill mesh fitted to the 
MF65. They have also acquired from Massey 
Ferguson their stock of the chrome surround 
to the air intake, a part previously reported to 
be no longer available. Part Nos would appear 
to be;
828 177 M91 Grille Assembly, Side Screen 
827 926 Ml Retainer, Air Intake Screen

Members should approach Sendmarsh 
Tractors direct.

Have you seen this before?
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FERGUSON TE-20 INDUSTRIAL DUMPER

We are indebted to Mr J. J. Towers (member 221) for sending in this photograph, taken at the 
1992 Cumbria Steam Gathering. The owner was at that time a Mr E. Chapman from the 
Kendal area. If Mr Towers sees him again he intends to find out more about the dumper.

This same interesting dumper appeared on 
page 20 of Newsietter Volume 5 No 3 in 1992, 
having been photographed at Distington in 
1991.

We are repeating it because we would still 
like to know who converted it and why. 
Presumably it will be a TE-F but is it a one 
off? Muir-Hili converted a series of tractors 
over time into earth movers. Is this one of their 
prototypes? One possible association for 
such a purposeful looking machine is use with 
the Armed Services.

TWOSE/FERGUSON ROAD ROLLER?

Mr Towers goes on to mention that also 
present at the gathering in 1992 was ‘a road 
roller built by TWOSE in which the grey 
‘Fergie’ sat on top of a frame and drive was 
taken from the rear wheels’.

Note: TWOSE of Tiverton Ltd, Devon, are 
still manufacturers of agricultural and public 
works machinery. Perhaps a Devon 
member near to Tiverton might be able to 
produce a photograph and a few notes for 
the Newsletter.

SOME SUPPLIERS are now making up TVO. Is there one near you?
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RECOVERY OF A GREY & GOLD FE-35

9th November, 1995 
Dear Mr Cousins,
Thank you for sending me the latest copy of 
the club magazine. I am pleased to see that 
the club I helped to found is still in existence. 
Over the years the various editors have sent

me occasional copies of the magazine. 
Although I am interested in old and new 
tractors and farm machinery I do not 
subscribe to any magazine nor do I belong 
to any club. Enclosed is an article for the 
Ferguson Club magazine, please return the 
photograph.

David M Bate

FINDING A FERGUSON

Over the past twenty years I have owned a 
variety of old tractors. Unfortunately none of 
them have been owned by relatives, none 
driven by me in days gone by when I worked 
on a farm. I did have a Massey Ferguson 35 
with T. V.O. engine which was a nice tractor to 
drive and had a sweet running engine. For 
some years I have owned a Fordson Super 
Dexta which I occasionally use for work.

In early 1995 a Massey Ferguson dealer who 
I do business with telephoned me one a

Saturday morning to enquire if I would d be 
interested in an MF35 with T.V.O. engine 
which had been offered to him that morning. 
He went to view the tractor that afternoon, 
and telephoned me later to say it was a grey 
and gold T.V.O. 35 Ferguson which he 
delivered on 1958 whilst working for the 
Ferguson dealer.

The next few days were most frustrating, the 
original owner had died, his wife wanted to 
sell the tractor and the son who offered it to 
the MF dealer was working away. The
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following Monday I drove down to south Wales 
to inspect the tractor and met the charming 
Mrs Jones who gave me the history of the 
tractor. Her late husband had bought the 
tractor in 1958 when the horse died! It had 
been used on their 27 acre farm pulling 
converted horse drawn implements and has 
done some 2100 hours from new.

The tractor had not been used for some years, 
the electrics were in a poor state, but the 
engine was not seized and the tractor was 
complete. The toplink was in the shed where 
it had been put in 1958 -  never having been 
used. We towed the tractor back to the 
dealer’s yard where it was steam cleaned 
revealing that 80% of the original gold paint 
was still intact. Tilting the bonnet, the gold 
paint on the radiator sides shone brightly 
having never faded in the sunlight. The seat 
cushion and backrest are intact, and the 
bonnet and mudguard are undented, (no 
safety frame was ever fitted).

Afriend brought the tractor home on his trailer 
where I was able to examine my latest 
acquisition more closely. The engine 
oil looked like new on the dip stick, 
but when the oil was drained out of 
the engine and rear axle all the 
sediment has sunk to the bottom. I 
flushed those areas out with diesel 
and re-filled with new oil. The Old 
Twenty Parts Company supplied new 
electric parts and waterhoses. Fitted 
with a new battery the time came to 
start up the 35 for the first time in many 
years.

The engine would not start. Eventually 
by removing some of the beak on the 
new contact breaker points, the 
correct gap was obtained and the 
engine started. The tractor meter 
worked but the pipe leading from the 
engine block to the oil pressure gauge

ruptured. The tractor was greased and driven 
around the yard. All the controls with the 
exception of the hydraulics worked ‘as new’.

Because the tractor has spent its working life 
towing horse drawn implements by the 
linkage drawbar, the hydraulic levers and 3 
point were seized. Over a couple of months 
of applying release oil, eventually the controls 
and linkage became free. For the first time in 
probably 37 years the lift worked -  and 
worked perfectly which took a weight off my 
mind. Now I occasionally run the tractor 
around the yard awaiting the time when I can 
start the restoration.

Details:
Ferguson FE35 T.V.O. engine 
Built on 17th June 1957 
Registered on 24th April 1958 
Reg. No. RW0 662 
Serial No. SKM 38594 
Supplied by J. E. Howard, Newport, 

Monmouthshire

David M. Bate

Have you seen this before?

I fniU N  a m  fim VILIAIIE HHE
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TRACTOR JACK A-TE-A70 
THE FERGUSON JACKING SYSTEM

David Weeks (Member for Cumbria)

As with all Ferguson equipment, the jacking 
system is very simple if a little hair raising if 
all the wheels are taken off at the same time! 
For those who have never used or seen how 
it works, there are two main parts:

1. A ‘D’ shaped piece, which is propped up 
against the sump leaning backwards, points 
to the ground.
2. The large frame, the ‘C’ cups fit over the lift 
arms at the pivot point and the cross tube 
into the eyes at the other end.
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Start the engine, engage the hydraulic lift and Low and Behold, all four wheels come off the 
ground and the lift stops. To lower, reverse the hydraulic lever.

MAKE SURE THE GROUND IS LEVEL AND SOLID. YOU SHOULD ALSO SUPPORT THE 
TRACTOR WITH AXLE STANDS OR BLOCKS OF WOOD BEFORE REMOVING ALL THE 
WHEELS

The crossbar ends seem prone to bend or break off with use and the one in the first two 
photographs had both ends missing. It is quite simple to repair as the crossbar is a tube. Cut 
off the broken ends with a hacksaw. Get a piece of solid bar and turn on a lathe so that it is a 
tight fit in the tube and the remainder should be the same diameter as the outside of the tube.

\JcLp ^

OutSiJ.?

Weld round the .joint and along the fillet.

Make sure the tubes are as straight as possible, particularly the thick supporting arms.

I recently picked one up at a farm sale for £1 as nobody knew what it was!

Close up photographs and the drawing by David Weeks.

Editor’s note:
Here is an earlier design from a 1947 
sales leaflet. Will someone please  
comment on the ground strap and its 
attachment.
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FERGUSON STARTER PROBLEMS

This article was first published in the April 
1995 edition of Tractor & Machinery, to the 
Editor o f which due acknowledgement is 
made.
Throughout the summer rally season the 
gear-lever operated starter switch on my 1949 
Ferguson TEA20 was increasingly unreliable, 
usually at the most awkward times, with the 
result that I had to resort to the not-

c) Lift the switch and attach a piece of wire to 
the operating rod so that it cannot disappear 
into the clutch/gearbox housing.
d) Remove the cotter pin from the hinge pin 
to release the operating rod.
e) Take out the hinge pin, taking care not to 
drop it in the clutch!
f) Take out the whole switch unit and clean 
down,

____
WAJJrttftfX____ ...

___
___

HiTfU-CAp 
fl'fl

The Ferguson Starter Switch

recommended method of shorting the pins 
with a screwdriver. This state of affairs could 
not continue and, after considering sundry 
suggestions of fitting an alternative solenoid- 
operated switch, I eventually bit the bullet and 
decided to remove the switch and resolve the 
problem properly. A lthough I am an 
accountant by trade and my only real 
mechanical knowledge has been gained 
while restoring my Ferguson, I decided to 
tackle the problem myself and, with some 
trepidation, started to remove the switch from 
its confined position under the battery and 
under the toolbox. The operation was carried 
out in the following order:
a) Undo the electrical cables from each of 
the pins, joining the cables from each pin 
together and labelling to ease refitting.
b) Remove the four retaining bolts and 
washers.

Once away from the tractor we found that, in 
the best traditions of tractor restoration, the 
kitchen table was, in frosty January, a much 
more convenient “bench” than the workshop! 
The next operation, to remove the circular cap 
from the base plate, involved filing off the 
uppermost head of the three rivets and then 
drilling out the rivets, followed by some brute 
force with a lump hammer to remove them 
from their recessed seats. Once the cap was 
removed it was easy to see why the tractor 
would not start on the gear lever switch. 
Inside the cap is a circular brass plate 
attached to a short brass shaft to the plunger. 
This passes through the base plate to be 
operated by the rod from the gear-lever “S” 
position. Upward movement of the brass plate 
puts it into contact with brass shoes forming 
the base of the two brass pins to which the 
electrical connections are made. This makes

26



THE FERGUSON CLUB

the contact and operates the starter motor. 
On my example both the brass pin and the 
disc showed signs of green and black 
corrosion, causing non-contact between 
them.
The brass was cleaned up with fine emery 
paper and Brasso, and the unit re-assembled 
using small nuts and bolts in place of the 
original rivets. It is important to use very 
shallow-headed bolts or recessed head bolts 
with the stem of the bolt facing upwards so 
that the heads do not prevent the base plate 
sitting flush with the top of the clutch/gearbox 
housing.
Once re-assembled, the unit was refitted to 
the tractor, the operating rod re-assembled 
to the hinge bar, the cotter refitted and the

cables reconnected. Once the battery was 
connected the gear lever switch worked 
perfectly every time.
As the unit had worked for 45 years up to last 
summer I don’t anticipate that it will need 
further attention in the foreseeable future! 
Having completed the operation in about an 
hour I would recommend to anyone else 
suffering similar starting switch problems to 
carry out this operation. Apart from being 
rather fiddly due to the need not to drop any 
parts into the clutch housing the operation is 
comparatively simple to do even with limited 
mechanical knowledge surely an example of 
Harry Ferguson’s theory that his machines 
should be uncomplicated to use and maintain.

Peter Phillips (959)

Editor’s Notes:

Starter Switch

6V Lucas Model ST18 Ferguson Part No. 76407
A switch of improved design allowing inspection of the contacts by the removal of 3 set 
screws was fitted to later production tractors

12V Lucas Model ST18 Ferguson Part No. 76418A 
Fitted from serial No. 200,001 to petrol, TVO and VO models

12V Lucas Model ST950 Ferguson Part No. 76411B 
Solenoid type fitted to TE-F tractor

Do you know your
FERGIE FACTS?

1. If your TE-20 had a blue stripe around the hood and a vertical blue stripe to the 
radiator grille where would you be?

2. It might be said that Dr Ferdinand Porsche and Harry Ferguson had one or two 
things in common. What could they be?

3. What would Harry Ferguson’s connection with the Ulster TT road race be?

Answers in the next Newsletter!
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MF35 DECALS
Dear Sir,
Please find enclosed a photograph of the transfer on my Massey Ferguson 35.

As you can see the background of the transfer 
is silver and the letters are red. I have bought 
a new set but the colours are the opposite 
way round i.e. red background and silver 
letters. Is this just the way that the original 
transfers have weathered over the years or 
were the very first Massey Ferguson transfers 
this colour?

My MF35 is a very early MF as it was one of 
the first grey and red tractors to be sold in 
our area. It also has the FE35 front bonnet 
badge painted white and has the letters FE35 
at the bottom of the alloy serial number plate 
on the dash. It was also supplied with 
instruction books for an FE35 from new. I have 
now found the engine number, it is 
SG6601ES.
Yours,
David Akehurst (member 1670)

Editor: We now know that the Serial No. is 
SKF 103246 and the gearbox casting date is
10/5/58.

Periods of transition are always interesting 
and the decision by Massey-Harris-Ferguson 
in late 1957 to abandon the so-called ‘twin

track’ policy included the standardisation of 
the colour scheme to Massey-Harris red and 
Ferguson grey. There followed a period of 
confusion about the FE-35 which continues 
in some ways to the present day. At the 
factory, the existing hood assembly continued 
to be fitted and with it the cast alloy Ferguson 
name plate to the front, which David describes 
as being painted white. From an early point, 
we do not knowprecisely when, the Ferguson 
35 side emblems were replaced by the new 
Massey Ferguson decals. The question is. 
what colour were they ?

By chance, our red and grey FE-35 is even 
earlier than David’s being Serial No SDM 
92380 and having a M-H-F casting date 
26.2.58 and we had assumed it still had the 
original decals. The main decal has a white 
background flecked with silver and we 
suspect that the silver surface has oxidised 
in some way. The silver is much more obvious 
on the separate Ferguson System decal. All 
the characters are thickly outlined in black and 
inside some of them are traces of strong red 
colour, the rest of the character infill being no 
more than a whitish background. The decal
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includes the figure 35 and the half arrow in 
white. We find ourselves very much in accord 
with the description given by David Akehurst.

For the most part, the study of contemporary 
photographs reveals background to be dark 
in colour, sometimes darker than that of the 
tractor hood, but the only specimens with 
dates are either in 1959, which is too late, or 
at too oblique an angle to show anything that 
might not be convergence of the black 
outlines. It was, therefore, particularly 
interesting to talk with Mr Basil George, who 
is a recent member but whose experience 
with Ferguson and Massey Ferguson 
includes service with a major Massey 
Ferguson agency during the period in 
question. He in turn consulted three of his 
former colleagues also with considerable 
experience of the gold/grey/red period and 
thirty eight years after the event this is their 
recollection: the first decals did not include 
either 35 or the white arrow, the background 
was in a red colour somewhat darker than 
that of the tractor, the characters were 
outlined in black and they were silver in colour; 
with the introduction of the 3 cylinder Perkins 
AD 3/152 engined model in 1959, the figures 
35 and the half white arrow were added to 
the decal, all other detail was unchanged. It 
is also of interest that early on, when one of 
his colleagues asked a question about the 
decals, he was told that they had come over 
from America where they had already been 
in use for about two years. The best part is 
kept till last. One of his colleagues still has 
one or two examples of those early decals, 
unused. The intention now is to dig them out 
and colour photograph them.

What of those decals with silver backgrounds 
and red characters? There may be a very 
simple explanation and a number of 
possibilities do come to mind. See, for 
example, the decal with silver background but 
no 35 on Rainer Wunnemann’s FE-35 in the

Germany section. But it would be very 
interesting to hear first from our FE-35 owners 
and from other members with special 
knowledge of events. In particular, we need 
close up colour photographs of original decals 
from the period 1958-1959 plus the tractor 
Serial Number.

There is now an intention to incorporate this 
research and other into an article on the 
transition of the FE-35, hopefully in time for 
the Summer Journal. It might answer one or 
two questions and it might raise one or two 
points for debate. Do we, for example, accord 
the red and grey FE-35 a proper recognition? 
When does the FE-35 become a MF-35? 
What is the MF-35 anyway? In the meantime 
it does look as though David Akehurst could 
fit the new decals without undue worry. They 
may not be the same but they are not too 
wrong either. He is to be thanked for raising 
his enquiry in this rather grey (!) area and in 
the process raising the lid of a much larger 
box, the contents of which will hopefully fly 
out to our interest and enjoyment later this 
year.

Do you know your
FERGIE FACTS?

4. Harry Ferguson demonstrated the 
Ferguson System to at least two 
men we know as US Presidents. 
Who were they?

5. Which Ferguson implement has 
Code No. PA-EE-20?

6. How much did a Model A cost new?

7. Massey Ferguson red is Massey- 
Harris red. Or is it?

Answers in the next Newsletter!
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SECTION 2- IMPLEMENTS

John Cousins

Our proposal in the last Newsletter to devote more time and space to the Ferguson implements 
has been very well received. It has provoked correspondence and contributions and it is 
important that this reaction from interested members continue. The decision to establish a 
club archives in the UK, appoint an archivist and allot funds for the regular acquisition of 
material is notified elsewhere. It is a significant move forward in an area to which the General 
Committee will henceforth regularly and seriously address itself but in which the private member 
must, as always, play the major part. There is, it would seem, an almost limitless field of 
enquiry. There came in the post one day a letter from David Lory in Wisconsin listing no less 
than 44 implements of his, the majority Ferguson, either manufactured in or exported to the 
United States. It reminds one that by mid 1947, when the arrangement with Ford came to an 
end, Harry Ferguson Inc had built up subcontracting arrangements with more than 100 
American companies manufacturing within their combined inventories about 160 Ferguson 
implements and appliances. May we hope our American members have their tabs on most of 
them ! Here in the UK the situation was that by mid 1948 Harry Ferguson had sub-contracting 
arrangements with more than 20 British firms, the more important being these:

Steels Engineering Products Ltd, Sunderland

Rubery Owen & Co Ltd, Darlaston 
T. Blackburn & Sons Ltd, Preston 
Midland Industries Ltd, Wolverhampton 
James Sankey & Sons Ltd, Wellington 
Robert Watson Ltd, Bolton

John Farrington & Sons Ltd, Bromsgrove 
Gillard, Hughes & Co Ltd, Wolverhampton 
Pressed Steel Co Ltd, Oxford

- tillers
- ridgers
- cultivators
- ploughs
- harrows
- cultivators
- 3 ton trailers
- wood saws
- earth scoops
- steerage hoes
- transport boxes
- mowers

The intention is to complete this list of manufacturers so please write in if you have special 
knowledge. All will be published. It would also be useful to know which of these manufacturers 
are still trading so that approaches can be made for archives material at the point of 
manufacture, not an avenue thought to have been explored hitherto.
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Rigid Tine & Spring Tine Cultivators

Dear Mr Cousins
1 enclose notes and photographs of Ferguson 
implements that may be of interest to our 
readers. The attached COPY Ferguson price 
list I imagine to date from 1947 as the trailer 
uses the original type drawbar - your 
comments if you have further information 
please. Note the 9 tine rigid cultivator is type 
9NKE.
You have put together an excellent Newsletter 
-  congratulations. A primary need now is for 
a high response rate fo r subscription 
requests!

Yours sincerely,
Andrew Boorman 
Letchworth, Hertfordshire

Editor’s Note:
From the evidence, late 1947-1948 seems 
to be a reasonable date for this interesting 
document. It illustrates our Rigid Tine and 
Spring Tine C ultiva tors as the 9NKE 
Cultivator and the 9SKE Cultivator. It also 
describes the Tiller as 9BE Tiller. If it is 
assumed for the moment that these were the 
very first nomenclatures given to these TE-20 
implements then there was seemingly a 
translation from the contemporary Ford 
Ferguson range. Subsequently the code

numbers in America for these two cultivators 
were still NKO-21 and SKO-20. For Harry 
Ferguson the period 1946-1948 was one of 
considerable flux and drama on both sides 
of the Atlantic. It seems very possible that 
the break with Ford left innumerable loose 
ends of which the resolution o f British 
implement code and nomenclature was only 
one.

Of the other 14 implements and 8 accessories 
in Andrew Boorman’s document none are 
given code numbers. Why should just three 
have been singled out ? Bearing in mind that 
the 9N had been in production since 1939 
and that m any im plem ents had been 
developed to prototype stage through 1944- 
45 in both the USA and UK, is this further 
evidence that British code numbers were not 
allotted straight away except in specific 
cases?

It would help to know if any of our members 
have cultivators with 9NKE or 9SKE code 
numbers and, if so, what the other detail is.

Spring Tooth Harrow K-BE-A21

We indexed this last time as having three 
sections. Is anyone able to comment on the 
suggestion that at some point there was a 
two section version under K-BE-A21 and a 
three section version under K-BE-A31?

Independent Gang Steerage Hoe

Three members have commented on the self levelling steerage hoe at page 22 in the Autumn 
edition. These are M rT  Sturman (224) from Stilton, near Peterborough, who has taken on the 
collection and membership of his late brother, Harold Beer (joint member for North Devon) 
and Ian Halstead. A summary of their information is as follows:

Implement Code No Notes

Independent Gang Steerage Hoe with Discs 
without Discs

D - KE - 20 
1 D - K E - 2 0
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Mr Sturman and Ian Halstead have the oldest 
Instruction Books, Harry Ferguson 
publications of May and August 1953. Harold 
Beer has a Massey-Harris-Ferguson reprint 
(1st Edition, 2nd print) of July 1955. Mr 
Sturman has the latest Instruction Book, a 
Massey Ferguson 1958 edition for the re
designated 712 Independent Gang Steerage 
Hoe.

Harold Beer and Ian Halstead both have 
Harry Ferguson implements. Ian’s is a 
1D-KE-20 Serial No 93. Ian also has a Type 
D-KE-20 Serial No 919 by M-H-F.

It is still not known when the implement was 
introduced or by what name. Two accessories 
are of a particular relevance: a torque tube to 
reinforce the frame whenever the implement 
is offset was available under code number 
D-KE-92; a control jack in the form of an 
extending arm to improve sensitivity to 
uneven ground was available under code D- 
KE-81.

The following letter from Harold Beer was 
received after this section was composited. 
Can anyone help?

Dear Mr Cousins.
Independent Gang Steerage Hoe

Model D-KE-20 with Disc, Serial No;- 295A 
(Harry Ferguson Ltd Commission Plate 
indicates age to be approx, late 1951 to early 
1953)

Following our recent telephone conversation 
I am pleased to let you have some more 
information concerning the article on p. 23 of 
Vol. 8 No 1 Ferguson Newsletter Autumn 1995 
concerning the Independent Gang Steerage 
Hoe shown in the photograph taken by 
Jonathan Cousins. The photograph was taken 
at Mike Thorne’s in 1993 and the hoe belongs 
to me. It was bought, in a sale in Somerset,

in a rough condition and has been restored 
to original condition, complete with discs, 
which were an optional extra. I also have the 
later model, MF 712 Serial S I207 which is 
identical to the first but which didn’t have a 
balance spring or discs.

1 should be grateful if there was anyone who 
could give me more information on these 
machines perhaps from someone who has 
used one or has expert knowledge. Also I 
should like to obtain any of the following 
accessories:-

(1) Torque Tube Ref:- (D-KE-92) used to 
combat the flexing of the implement frame, 
when used in the offset position on row widths 
of 20, 21 and 22 inches.

(2) Control Jack - fitted in place of the normal 
top link which is re-positioned between a 
lower point on the strut assembly and the 
tractor long pin. Balance spring is discarded. 
Used where soil is very light or abnormally 
undulating, so that increased sensitivity is 
advantageous. Control Jack is connected 
through flexible piping to the whole hydraulic 
system. Increased pressure in the system 
results in a powerful thrust from the jack 
against the control spring. This thrust is 
several times more powerful than would be 
obtained were the normal top link and balance 
spring fitted. Thus, the hoe responds much 
more quickly to changing ground conditions.

(3) Special oil gun:- (usually supplied by 
dealer) for filling and bleeding hydraulic 
system.

I hope this will be of some use to you.

Yours sincerely,
H.W. Beer
Great Shortridge Farm, W arkleigh, 
Umberleigh, Devon EX37 9DD

32



THE FERGUSON CLUB

Ferguson (and Other?) Implements In the United States

We are extracting David Lory’s collection of American implements into this section - see his 
letter on page 84. It is not known how many of them are in the TO 20 range and David is being 
invited to tell us more about them. A few close up photographs would be of great interest, as 
would explanations of some of the less obvious. What, for example, is a DO-21 Middle Buster?

S-BO-41 Spike Tooth Harrow, #2242 14-AO-40
DO-21 Lister Corn Planter, #2424 DO-41-B
1-ABO-22 Tandem Disc, #1147 DPO-A21
DEO-20 Rake, #? ARO-B-60,
FEO-20 Mower, #22211
MKO-21 Weeder, #28144 JO
SKO-20 Spring Tooth Cultivator, #66518 BFO-20
T-JO-20 Transport Box, #15378
B-JO-A-20 Earth Scraper, #1950 P-AO-22
A-JO-20 Manure Spreader, #4679 P-AO-21
B-FO-A21 Blade, #15803 E
W-J0-20 Wagon #1240 16 AO-28
L-UO-20 Loader, #9730 12-B
IT-TO-20 Tractor Jack, #54562 F-12
B-TTA-21 BombardierTracks#7721 K-BO-A-31
A-JO-60 Three Point Spreader Lift Hitch
9-B0-2O Tiller, #40434 K-BO-A-21
NKO-21 Rigid Tine Cultivator, #108008
AFO-20 Disc Terracer, #4074 DO-21
ALO-19 Cordwood Saw, #21297 LKO-20
ATO-748 Belt Pulley C-UO-21
14-AO-28 Plow, 2 Bottom, #78585 6-PEO-21
D-137-D Demster Grain Drill, #54757 7A-B0-21
RKO-20 Rotary Hoe, #1231 50A-BO-21
#72 MHF 3 Bottom Plow, #1649

2 Bottom Slat Plow, #
Lister Corn Planter, #81394 
Corn Planter, #7059, Fert. Att. 

#6556
Early 1 Bottom Plow no tag 
Dump wagon, #1813 
Blade Terracer (early type), 
#20033
2 Bottom Disc Plow, #5127
3 Bottom Disc Plow, #18736 
Belle City Corn Picker, #17508
1 Bottom Plow, #11032
2 Bottom Plow, #6532 
Baler, #3897
3 Section Spring Tooth Harrow, 
#4272
2 Section Spring Tooth Harrow, 
#3119
Middle Buster, #33101 
Lister Cultivator, #4308 
Crain, #2449 
Hay Mower, #5530 
Tandem Disc, #73978 
Single Disc, #78694

Overseas members are invited to list and illustrate implements particular to their part of the 
world and which were made either by Ferguson or to work with Ferguson tractors.

Replica Ferguson Implement 
Commission Plates

Michael Thorne (member for Devon) has 
produced a batch of replica implement 
plates in brass. They are weli made and 
fin ished. Refer to the C lassified 
Advertisements section for details.

FERGUSON CLUB
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An Interesting ‘Non-Ferguson’ Sack Lifter

The article in the Autumn edition on the sack lifter made by Culverwells provoked an agreeable 
response, leading to the discovery of at least five more examples.

One correspondent, MrT. Sturmer, who was mentioned earlier, wrote ‘in this collection there 
are two sack lifters and they have the name of the company as Culverwells, of Lewes, Sussex. 
After seeing the Newsletter we attached one to the back of a tractor and the implement 
worked very well.’

It seems that Culverwells are still the local Massey Ferguson agents and that the implement 
was indeed produced for the TE 20, primarily for use behind a thrashing drum. It would be 
desirable to locate their literature and sales material for the club archives. Can a local member 
help?

Editor’s Note. If any Suffolk member has one of these sack lifters I would be very interested 
in trying it out behind our drum later this year. At the moment we use a Cook’s sack barrow 
with wind up hoist, an excellent device but rather slow and not always convenient.

FERGUSON IMPLEMENT INDEX 

Cultivators and Harrows - 2

Sub-Soiler
Continual ploughing at the same depth in 
heavier soils w ill eventually produce a 
compacted, almost impermeable layer just 
below plough depth, anything between 5-10 
inches below the surface. This hard layer is 
called the plough pan. The principal cause of 
compaction is the passage of the tractor 
wheels down the open furrow of the previous 
pass but all types of movement over the land 
will contribute to the same undesirable 
condition. It is also accepted that the presence 
of iron salts in the soil will assist the process 
or even achieve the formation of a compacted 
strata by itself, presumably by chemical 
reaction. And there are those who have for 
many years now claimed that the excessive 
use of agro-chemicals will, over time, have 
the same effect. The hard pan will inhibit even 
prevent the percolation of surface water into 
the lower soil levels, restrict the development 
of root structures and thus the supply of 
moisture to the plant. This will usually have 
an adverse effect upon crop yield.

The remedy is to break up the plough pan 
occasionally by using deep ploughs, heavy 
cultivators, sub-soiling tines or a combination 
of all three. Where less power is available to 
the farmer there are lighter options and of 
these the single point, tractor mounted sub- 
soiler was until recently the more common. A 
single, heavy tine is drawn through the ground 
at parallel intervals of 24-36 inches and at a 
working depth of 12-18 inches. A disc coulter 
is fitted where it is necessary to cut through 
grass or surface trash. As observed during 
work, the moving of the surface gives the 
impression of an underground earthquake 
and it is c lear that the technique is 
outstandingly effective.

To the dedicated organic grower, sub-soiling 
is the very basis of soil fertility. Sir Albert 
Howard, who may be regarded as a pre
em inent p ioneer of modern organic 
philosophy and a practical exponent of wide, 
international experience and reputation, 
wrote in 1945 that in most parts of the world,
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systematic sub-soiling was certain to be one 
of the great advances in agriculture. Not only 
did it open the door to the reform of arable 
farming, it was a practical solution to some of 
the problems of permanent and temporary 
grassland. Without realising it, we had in the 
course of long processes of cultivation 
allowed our fields and pastures to become 
pot-bound, a condition which put at least 50% 
of the soil fertility cycle out of action. By 
correcting this condition and allowing air to 
penetrate beneath the surface down to and 
into the subsoil, we restored that natural 
supply of oxygen without which the formation 
of humous could not properly proceed. The 
soil, like the compost heap, needed both air 
and water at the same time. And under the 
turf of heavy, close grassland there was also 
a perennial shortage of Nitrates, which 
condition was improved naturally by the 
admission of more Oxygen. Sub-soiling came 
closer than any other form of cultivation to 
Nature’s means of restoring soil fertility, forest 
cover, wherein the development of root 
structures in all directions in their search for 
minerals and trace elements pulverised the 
subsoil, providing numerous channels for air, 
water and that proper circulation of minerals 
that should exist between the subsoil, where 
they are cached, and the topsoil, where they 
are for the most part needed.

Within their respective fields Albert Howard 
and Harry Ferguson were both men of

Implement Code No

passionate conviction, dedicated to the 
improvement of world agriculture. Both had 
to struggle over a very long period and against 
heavy odds to achieve recognition and both 
had to contend with disbelief and vested 
commercial interests, which in Howard’s case 
meant the powerful agro-chemical lobby, 
which eventually won the day. For both men 
1945 was a pivotal year for even though 
Howard had retired in 1931 he had remained 
a strong campaigner for his beliefs and a 
tireless writer and traveller. His following in 
the United States during and after the war 
was strong. It is not being suggested that 
Harry Ferguson and Albert Howard knew 
each other, although they may have, but it is 
very unlikely that Ferguson was unaware of 
Howard’s writing, or that of Balfour and Sykes 
or indeed of the powerful organic school of 
thought that existed in farming in the Forties, 
amazing as that may sound fifty years on 
when organic growing is ‘new’ again and 
farm ers and farm ing methods are in 
disrepute. It is against that earlier background 
that the introduction of the new Ferguson 
Sub-Soiler should be perceived.

Let the final words be Harry Ferguson’s own. 
Referring to a Scottish farmer on 3rd April 
1953, he wrote ‘one solution of his problem 
would be to plough deep for a season or break 
up that pan with a sub-soiler. Then his 
problem would be over’.

Notes

Sub-Soiler D-BE-28 Date of introduction 
not known but earlier 
than September 1950 
Ultimately known as 
the Massey Ferguson 
Model 723 Subsoiler

Like the Tiller, its inclusion into the BE code for Harrows is difficult to comprehend.
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Implements for Ferguson Type ‘A’

by Andrew Boorman

At it’s launch in the spring of 1936 the Ferguson-Brown was available with four mounted 
implements produced by the manufacturer. These were as follows:

Type ‘B’ two furrow 10" plough with general purpose bodies.
Type ‘C’ General cultivator with seven spring release tines.
Type ‘D’ Three row potato ridger with steerage fin and markers.
Type ‘E’ Row Crop cultivator with nine rigid tines and steerage fin.

Later a single furrow 16" digger plough and a two furrow 12" plough with semi-digger bodies 
were offered. All implements can be identified by the single bolt fixing of the cun/ed plate at 
the top of the headstock. David Brown later used 8 similar plate but with two fixing bolts.

Both the Type ’B’ plough and Type 
‘D’ ridger were featured in Voi. 7, No. 
2 of the Ferguson Club magazine.

Like the post war implements, all field 
adjustm ents used the famous 
Ferguson 10" open ended spanner 
differing from later ones in it’s use of 
BSF as opposed to Across Flat sizes. 
Ridger and cultivator frames, rolled 
from ‘Consett’ steel were drilled at 1" 
intervals to achieve row spacing.

By comparison with contemporary 
makes including Ransomes, 
Nicholson and Martin to name a few, 
Ferguson implements looked very 
light and flimsy but their high tensile 
steel and high quality hardware 
ensured that they outlasted their 
more rugged looking competitors 
who were using lower grade steel.

Acknowledgment George Field - 
Patent nos.

Ferguson Curved Plate (Part No. C8) seen on all 
pre-war Ferguson implements
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Type C General Cultivator #C186

The Type ‘C’ General Cultivator is 62" wide and is fitted with three front and four rear spring 
release tines designed, with their pivot points vertically above the tine tip, so that when an 
obstruction is met they deflect in an upwards arc. They were patented by Ferguson on 
December 12th. 1930 (Patent No. 320084). Except for using BSF threads the tine assemblies 
are exactly the same as those used on the post war Type 9BE tiller which has nine tines and 
is 86" Wide.

General Cultivator ̂  C l86. Detail of spring release tines
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The Type ‘E’ Row Crop cultivator is 78" wide with three front and six rear tines and could be 
fitted with a variety of points depending on width of ground to be cultivated between plant 
rows. The steerage fin, Ferguson Patent no. 471801, accepted Sept. 6th. 1937, was designed 
to ensure that the implement followed truly behind the tractor. The post war development of 
this machine, Type 9NKE, differs in being 84" wide, has greater tine clearance front-to rear 
and has points adjustable for pitch by way of a slotted frog.

Type E Row Crop Cultivator #E 121

THE OLD TWENTY PARTS COMPANY
♦ ♦ ♦

Your first call for 
Ferguson and 
Ford-Ferguson 

♦  ♦  ♦
Most Parts - many 

original 
♦  ♦  ♦

Parts for most 
other makes from 

1920 to date 
♦  ♦  ♦

Send stamped 
addressed 

envelope for 
complete list

Visit our stand at major railies - send for iist of events we attend 
43 The Wharf, Shardlow, Near Derby, DE7 2HG 

Telephone; Derby (01332) 792994 (home) or (01332) 792698 (office)

38



THE FERGUSON CLUB

The Story behind the technical description of 
the Ferguson-Brown implements is quite 
fascinating and goes back to 1937 when AT. 
Oliver & Sons, who had already been in 
business for one hundred years as agricultural 
engineers and steam threshing and 
cultivating contractors in Bedfordshire, took 
an agency for Ferguson equipment. It appears 
that they exhibited the Ferguson at the 
Am pthill, Bedfordshire, Show and 
subsequently at a public demonstration at 
nearby Henlow. Local farmers have told me, 
that as a result of this publicity, Oliver’s sold 
about twelve tractors. Our sales records on 
Ferguson are sadly not as complete as for 
other makes, for example both serial and 
magneto numbers are recorded for 
International tractors, but I have recently 
come across a sales ledger that shows that 
they certainly supplied eleven tractors and 
about thirty implements during 1937 and 
1938.

To the best of our knowledge only one tractor 
has survived, #104, and I was able in March 
1980, after several year’s of trying, to buy it 
for Oliver’s together with it’s Type B plough 
and Type D ridger. All were in very poor 
condition and the tractor overhaul in particular 
is a story on it’s own.

Several years prior to 1980 I heard stories of 
another Ferguson Type A, belonging to a Mr. 
Tookey of Stotfold, another local village, that 
had allegedly been scrapped. One afternoon 
soon after purchasing #104 I had a call from 
a Mr. Tookey wanting to buy a Hayterette lawn 
mower. This was my chance to find out about 
the scrapped tractor - 1 delivered the mower 
myself. When I arrived I was met by Mr. Tookey 
who asked me to put the mower in his shed. 
On opening the door I saw an immaculate 
David Brown 25D and matching plough. But, 
more to the point, sitting on a shelf was a 
BTH magneto from an A type, so I knew I 
was on the right track. Mr. Tookey who had

been until retirement a market gardener with 
perhaps fifteen acres turned out to be a true 
Ferguson disciple. He had seen the tractor at 
the Ampthill show, been sold on it’s low weight 
and light ‘tread’, and purchased one in July 
1937. He remembered talking to Harry 
Ferguson at the Smithfield Show about it’s 
merits compared to horses. Talk went on 
about #104 and it’s restoration. I told him that 
amongst our many problems, were wasted 
away rear steel wheel rims where they had 
stood in a field for many years. ‘Come with 
me’ said Mr. Tookey and off we went to his 
vegetable garden where two half wheel rims 
were forcing his rhubarb. ‘Now look under that 
bench’ and there were a number of spokes in 
perfect condition. Apparently his old tractor 
had broken it’s aluminium gearbox casing, 
had been scrapped and dismantled and any 
parts that might be useful in the future had 
been stored. I was able to purchase many 
parts including front axle and wheels, 
hydraulic pump, very similar to today’s Banner 
Lane tractors, and many BSF nuts and bolts. 
Another gem was the original ‘Ferguson’ 10" 
plough spanner marked for BSF bolts.

Why hadn’t he bought a T20 when his old ‘A’ 
failed? Apparently the ‘Ferguson’ salesman 
from Shaw & Kilburn had come to sell him 
one but on suggesting that Mr. Tookey might 
like to take advantage of the Hire Purchase 
terms was shown the door. He then had a 
deal for a David Brown with ‘Smith’ of Oliver’s. 
Later Smith had to leave Oliver’s rather 
abruptly when he failed to pay in the proceeds 
of a tractor sale to his employers.

‘What implements did you have with you have 
with your ‘A’ type?’ I asked. Mr. Tookey pointed 
to a corner of the shed and there was a 
dismantled two furrow plough that he had 
bought for the Ferguson Brown. It was in 
perfect condition with greased up 
mouldboards and has since ploughed many 
acres behind #104. Also in the shed were
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General C u ltiva tor #C186, Row Crop 
Cultivator #E121 and a David Brown Type 
RL2D ridger #14214. Cultivator #C186 is the 
only recorded serial number of any Ferguson 
machine sold by Oliver’s. I have been able in 
the case of Mr. Tookey and two others to find 
tractor numbers by back tracking through 
Vehicle Registrations at Bedfordshire County 
Archives. The Tookey tractor was #314 
registered 11/9/37.

Over the next few years he kept in touch with 
us, came to see our tractor when it had been 
restored and found me a few more parts 
included a most welcome seat- ours had been 
patched and was most uncomfortable. After 
he died his nephew, John Carter, took over 
his remaining few acres and put them down 
to grass and I was able to buy both cultivators 
and the ridger, Mr. Tookey had been a great 
one for paint and they had been plastered in 
dark green which combined with dry storage 
ensured that little rusting took place.

About twelve months ago I decided to restore 
them and started with the row crop machine. 
It was fitted with two Ferguson front tines, part 
no. C34A, two David Brown front ones (Part 
no. 47070) and two only Ferguson spring 
release tines to the rear. All tines were fitted 
with very wide blades and were probably set 
up to hoe brussels sprouts which used to be 
grown at 36" ‘on the Square’ I had six spare 
D-B rear tines, no. 47071 which are to similar 
dimensions to Ferguson, the steerage fin 
shank is modified to the correct dimensions 
from post war Ferguson and the fin itself is 
from a D-B ridger. So I have a cultivator that 
looks the part but is not too original.

When I came to look closely at the general 
cultivator I began to realise that all was not 
well with the main frame angle bars. In 
com parison with my photographs of 
Ferguson’s original 1936 machine they were 
too long and had too many holes in the

P L A Q U E S
To finish off your Ferguson display 
with distinction use a professionally 
made plaque by CDI Engraving
Ask about our other products too

CDI Engraving
Unit 8, Goatsmore Lane, Stock, Essex. 

Ferguson Club Member

vertical faces. Underneath the green paint 
were traces of David Brown ‘Hunting Pink’. 
At some stage Mr. Tookey had bought a D-B 
rigid tine cultivator and had ‘mixed and 
matched’ parts with his Ferguson machines. 
But, incredibly, the correct angle bars had 
survived and were still being used as the 
chassis of a home-made transport frame by 
John Carter. The only missing parts were the 
two pairs of angle brackets that take the lower 
link pins on the front angle bar. Now for the 
last twist in the story. On removing the angle 
brackets from the D-B front bar I found traces 
of grey paint and Ferguson part numbers 
(C6&7) stamped on them. Ail other D-B 
machines that I have seen use a single piece 
folded bracket (41591). The riveting was so 
good that I am sure they were not transferred 
by Mr. Tookey and surmise that David Brown 
were using up surplus parts after the split with 
Ferguson. Our final finds have been an 
excellent F-B top link with it’s original plated 
pins and a sen/iceable head gasket, if any 
reader has an original Ferguson ‘non spring 
loaded’ linch pin I would be grateful for a 
photograph.

FERGUSON CLUB
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Ferguson General Cultivator §C186. Two piece lower level link pipe bracket, 
part nos. C6 & C7

David Brown Ridger. Single piece folded lower bracket, part no. 41591

ARE YOU PLANNING to buy a new battery for your TE tractor in 1996? Let us know. 
We need the statistic.
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Dear Mr Cousins
In view of your asking for contributions for the 
Christmas newsletter I thought that this article 
might be of some in terest to the club 
members. The accompanying photographs 
are of a Ferguson rear mounted mower, type 
5A EE B20, taken at a rally in West Cornwall, 
and my own tractor and mower at a rally in 
North Cornwall. I hope they might be of some 
use if the article on the mower materialises. 
Unfortunately I do not possess the knowledge 
myself of how to set these machines up 
properly, but I will be very interested in 
learning how to do so. I have recently 
purchased a Ferguson High Lift loader or 
Banana loader as they are known. It is in quite 
good condition, the hydraulic pipe still runs 
inside the boom and has not been bypassed, 
a procedure which was quite common I am 
told. What I am unable to work out is that 
some of these loaders have d ifferent 
numbers. My loader type is MUE 40, where 
as some are type MUE 20 or MUE 41. Maybe 
another club member could enlighten me on 
the differences in these machines. As to the 
idea of reproducing the original Ferguson

tractor cover, I think this is a great idea, and 
look forward to hearing more about it. I noticed 
in the last newsletter that there was a list of 
clothing items that could be purchased, I 
would be quite interested in a boiler suit if 
they were available in grey, is this not 
possible? I also recall there being an article 
on the BULLDOG safety pawl. I know of a 
TED 20 with a different kind of handbrake, 
not an industrial model, but I have not got 
around to photographing it yet. Maybe in time 
for the next magazine.

Best wishes to you and all club members
M Hallworth (1575)

Thank you Mr Hallworth for your letter and 
the four excellent photographs. We are using 
the general view here to illustrate your letter. 
The three close up views of the mechanism 
are being kept for use in the article to which 
you refer. There is certainly a need for a 
knowledgeable article on setting up the 
Mower, for safety reasons not least. We trust 
an experienced user will come forward.
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The High Lift Loader was introduced around 
1950(?) under Code No M-UE-20 and 
retained its familiar banana-shaped beams 
through the 1953 merger period until it was 
updated by the 730 High Lift Loader with its 
tubular beams shortly before the introduction 
of the FE-35 in 1956. There was a Field 
Conversion Kit M-UE-A95 to fit it to the new 
tractor. /4s late as 1958 Massey Ferguson 
was stilt using the collective term ‘All models 
of the M-UE-20 type’. It is of interest that M- 
H-F instruction books and parts lists of 1953 
do not give the loader a code number. Nor 
do they list the Code No. M-UE-91 for the 
Manure Fork assembly or M-UE-90 for the 
Bucket assembly yet our units at Hulvertree 
are clearly plated to that effect.

A number of experienced persons were 
approached but most had no real idea what 
the significance of the three differing code 
numbers might be. There was a suggestion 
that the rear mounting was modified at some 
point. A loader thought to be an original 
fitment to a 1950 TE-D turned out to be a 
M-UE-41. It may be significant that the plate 
is secured to the rear mounting. Components 
of an equipment can be updated or replaced. 
Another suggestion was that one code might 
apply to a mechanical trip option. Some

INOT A LOT OF 
PEOPLE KNOW THAT

A ccording to a farming competition 
organized in Sweden during 1951, 

a grey Ferguson tractor fitted with wheel 
girdles and a sledge would move more 
timber in 70cms of unploughed snow than 
a horse. The first prize was a grey Ferguson 
tractor. The second prize was not a horse 
but one feels it should have been!

loaders have a second triangular mounting 
to each beam so that the lifting jacks can be 
moved forward some 15 inches, presumably 
to lift a greater load to a lesser height. Could 
this be it? Research can turn into straw 
clutching if the pressure is there.

Then Mr C. B. Whitlock (formerly member 
59) in Somerset observed that all banana 
loaders were M-UE-20 type and that the 
difference lay between carburettor models 
(M-UE-40) and diesel (M-UE-41). Now if you 
turn to the 1953 Parts List, pages 3 - 7  
inclusive, you will see at the top o f the 
columns M-UE-40 and M-UE-41. Trace them 
down and you will find that the essential 
differences relate to Side Plate-RH (M-UE- 
214 and215), Roller (M-UE-635 and 660) and 
various miscellaneous items under drawing 
reference No. 35. The reasons are to do with 
the hydraulic routing to the dump valve and 
the design o f the quadrant/lever to 
accommodate the 6 volt battery on a TE-F. 
We might deduce from this that the M-UE-20 
existed only until the introduction of the TE-F, 
after which it became M-UE-20 Type, and that 
all front loader kits were either M-UE-40 or 
M-UE-41 thereafter.

If we had a club archives this research would 
have been a whole lot easierl

Glad you like the idea of producing a run of 
replica tractor covers -  please see the Club 
Noticeboard.

Norman Shearer markets quality items of club 
clothing, including overalls in wine colour and 
two shades of blue. We can ask him to 
comment should members generally express 
an Interest in Ferguson grey overalls. 
Remember, Ferguson instructors wore white, 
cotton overalls, as did many racing drivers 
and others at that time. And very smart they 
were too. The club has two pa irs  for 
demonstrations.
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FERGUSON HAY SWEEP (?)

This is Bill Woods, a Ferguson collector from Sawley, Lancashire, with what he believes to be 
a Ferguson front mounted hay sweep.

Photo: Sam Rea

Did Ferguson market a hay sweep or is this implement made for use with the Ferguson 
tractor? Bill Woods needs to know how to mount this on one of his tractors as he wants to 
show it at rallies in 1996.

Can anyone help?

Brian Dunn [Tractor & Plant Servic^

AGRICULTURAL

Bob Jones 
Home 01299 4033662

Sales and Parts for:-
- INDUSTRIAL • CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY

Massey Ferguson, JCB,
Main Perkins dealer 

P3 spares and breaking TE-20

KIDDERMINSTER ROAD 
OMBERSLEY 

Nr. DROITWICH 
WORCS WR9 0JH 

Tel/Fax: 01905 621220 Brian Dunn 
Home 01905 775108

44



THE FERGUSON CLUB

SECTION 3 - GENERAL INTEREST
Sub-Editor Alan Dunderdale

A Letter from Perth, Scotland

This is the second part of John Melloy’s letter. 
The first part is to be found in Section 1.

Dear Mr Jamieson,
I have collected tractors for many years now 
and wrote the David Brown Story, Nuffield 
Tractors and The British I.H. Story for Allan 
Condie in the early 1980s and I am at present 
doing the Massey-Harris G.B. Book which I 
hope to finish this winter.

Although I am a Minneapolis-Moline collector 
with five different models, Ferguson tractors 
have been part of my life for many years. I as 
brought up in Calvine, North Perthshire where 
my father used Ferguson tackle to break up 
and re-seed hill crofts. From 1948 a petrol 
TE-20 (BGS 407) gave good service until 
replaced by a 1952 TED (CES 710). This was 
only used for two years when a TEF (GES 
122) was supplied by Jack Olding of Coupar 
Angus. This was one of the best Ferguson 
tractors he ever had anything to do with. It 
was used for all sorts of work from hill 
ploughing to grubbing up the trackbed on the 
railway between Struan and Dalnaspidal 
when the line was made single track for a 
period before the oil boom. Sadly this was 
the last Ferguson tractor used by him in that 
area when he any many others purchased 
Fordson Dextas (due to the bad starting 
reputation of the 35s plus the cold winters 
experienced in that part of Perthshire then). 
No vintage tractor collection would be 
complete without a Ferguson and I own a 
1950 TED Ser No. 130788 (DES 523) which 
still works well. It carted in over a thousand 
small bales for the horses this past summer. 
I also have the single and double furrow 
ploughs, ridger, transport box and jack etc.

I enjoy being a member of the Club but have 
not been in long enough to know the history 
of the troubles, in fact I don't want to know as 
I am sure you are all doing fine now. I am a 
member of F.F.H. but that is only for the 
Massey-Harris part.

We were at the Alness rally this year with my 
friend’s Oliver 90. It’s a pity we could not have 
met then, however, we enjoyed the rally so 
much that we intend coming back next year 
with a low loader so perhaps we will meet. If 
you are ever on the A9 please call in as we 
are only midway between Dunkeld and 
Bankfoot.

Please send me a subscription form for 1996 
or can you let me know when my membership 
should be renewed.
Regards,
John Melloy (member 1586)
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PARAMECHANICALS
by Roger Webb

Diesel Virus
For over twenty years I have been involved 
with a fleet of narrow boats using a mixture 
of air and water cooled high speed diesel 
engines.
Two years ago we began to experience 
engine failure caused by the fuel filters 
becoming blocked with black gooey deposits
- sometimes barely two weeks after renewal, 
We thought at the time it was sabotage by 
someone putting a golf ball into the fuel tanks
- an a llegedly soph istica ted way of 
intermittently blocking a fuel system for years.

One of our fuel suppliers suggested ‘diesel 
virus’ caused apparently by diesel fuel being 
stored for long periods in our storage tanks 
before being transferred to the boat fuel tanks 
(We have always used winter diesel the year 
round to avoid waxing). There were several 
anomalies -  several of the boats were not 
affected at all. What we did was buy an 
American product labelled as a fuel virucide
-  about £15 for 250 mis. This we put into 
storage tanks of newly delivered diesel and 
so far the problem has not recurred However, 
two of the boats, in spite of emptying the tanks 
and changing the filters yet again continued 
to present the symptoms so we had to cut 
holes in the sides of the fuel tanks and steam 
them out and this seems to have done the 
trick.

The affected red diesel slowly turned violet 
in colour and when very badly affected almost 
black. When allowed to settle, the violet 
coloured fuel slowly reverted back to red 
leaving a black sludgy deposit in the bottom 
of the tanks accompanied by what appeared 
to be water droplets.

We have been advised to make sure that all 
the tanks are kept full over the winter to avoid 
water condensation and if the colour starts 
to alter to bang in some more virucide without 
delay Fingers crossed!

Ether Addiction
I have for years been mildly amused by the 
warnings concerning the use of diethyl ether 
‘Easy Start’ products to get diesels going in 
frosty weather. Many of my friends will not 
use ether as they say the engines become 
‘used to it’ and will not start again without their 
‘fix’.

It is perhaps worth mentioning that the 
Ferguson Manual recommends a 10% ether/ 
diesel mixture in the Ki-Gass tank for the TEF 
in winter. My TEF starts in summer without 
Ki-Gass assistance so it has presumably not 
become addicted to the dreaded ether.

I think this old wive’s tale is just that and can 
find no evidence that a machine can be 
influenced in this way. I can possibly accept 
that an over liberal use of these products 
could, in spite of the upper cylinder lubricant 
with which it is blended, possibly result in 
engine lubricating oil to be washed from the 
piston rings and cause a loss of compression 
but in my view one would have to pump ether 
in huge quantities. It is, after all, a highly 
volatile product.

All I can say is that all the boat engines and 
my TEF have been started in this way in very 
cold weather for years and all the engines 
seem to run perfectly.

I’ll stand by for the FLAK.

DO YOU INTEND to buy a new set of 10 x 28 tyres in 1996? If so, let Ian Halstead know.
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A POEM
We have a poet in David Hallam (member 769) from Derbyshire, aided and encouraged by 
his wife, Mavis. He has written ‘My Old JOB’ and ‘A Steam Road Roller’ but much of David’s 
working life has been with Ferguson tractors and his poems here will be nearer home to most 
members. This one is dedicated to a little old grey Fergie. His next poem is entitled ‘Fetching 
the Grains’ set around 1963 but we are keeping that for the anniversary Journal later in the 
year.

The Little Old Grey Fergie

Here’s an old grey Fergie long finished with work, 
it ’s hardest days over, never did shirk.
Bent metal bonnet, badly rusting wing, 
when ploughing all day its engine would sing.
Each day of the year a job would be found, 
scuffling, tilling and sowing the ground.
From short days of winter, to long days of sun, 
happy times in the cornfields, most of them fun.
Along came modernisation, machines grew big and bold, 
that’s all that made the Fergie grow old.
Anew  job was found for this wonderful machine, 
the cricket club bought it then painted it green.
A new lease of life was started that day, 
no ploughing, no scuffling, no turning of hay.
Just pulling a gang mower now was the task, 
for a few hours a week what more could you ask.
The Fergie worked well, the team was no joke.
The cricket club prospered, but the gang mower broke.
After years of mowing a good job well done,
the club bought a ride-on, work for Fergie was gone.
With modernisation the second time round, 
a buyer for the tractor was very soon found.
A different life arrived that day, 
a preservationist bought it and re-painted it grey.
It now looks so shiny almost as new, 
it goes to the rallies with no work to do.

b y D& M. J .  Hallam 
4th July 1995
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WHEN IN NEED
Our son (12) gained a love of this little grey 
beast as we travelled around the Steam 
Rallies (my love). In the wisdom of youth he 
said as we will never afford a traction engine 
can we have a Fergie, as they are more in 
our price range, good logic there my son.

So late in 1994 we started looking “But where” 
not being familiar with the haunts of these 
little grey beasts. I purchased farming papers, 
car magazines and local papers (browsed 
WH Smiths, a good supply of magazines 
here). After many hours we had a list of farm 
sales, auctions, tractor dealers. So out we 
went, not knowing what price they went for, 
how they worked, and if they did, how? or 
how much can we afford to pay. Yes its not 
the way, but you sure learn fast.

We saw many very expensive pieces of rusty 
metal with some origin of a tractor somewhere 
in its dark and dismal past, after many upset 
trips and spoilt days out we stopped looking. 
Though as we drove around we get shouts 
of there’s a Fergie from the back of the car 
and cries of “Gawd not another” from her who 
must be obeyed. By some strange fluke of 
fortune I came across an address for a 
“Ferguson Club” and another similar club. So 
I wrote for details, was treated with good and 
prompt service and joined Keith (our son) as 
a member. Back came our complimentary 
copy quickly followed by issue Vol 8 No 1, 
very good magazine plenty of little tips and 
friendly, with yet more points of contact for 
our elusive FERGIE. By now the brain had 
started to work prompted by an item in the 
newsletter. Yes I contacted our local Rep 
Roger Webb, who was very helpful and spent 
time with a fool and guided me in the correct 
direction of the do’s and don’ts and even 
pointed me in the direction of a TED 20 best 
of all locally. We made arrangements to see 
it and Roger even came to give guidance.

Hidden in this old barn was this lovely little 
Grey Fergie TED 20 it was right and so was 
the price, it was sold.
But more to come also included in the deal 
was a transport box, two rear mounted 
mowers, and a Massey 712 Manure 
Spreader, What a find.
So with all the help and friendship shown I 
felt the need to join the Ferguson Club. As I 
have some experience with editing 
magazines 1 contacted our Chairman to offer 
any assistance, the rest well its up to you. 
I’ve taken up the role of sub-editor Section 3, 
and hopefully we will see you and talk as we 
visit the events around this year if not at the 
AGM.

I must say a big THANK YOU to Roger Webb 
for all his help.

Alan Dunderdale (member 1960)

T e c h n i c a l  T i p

M any of us must be spending 
hours working in the workshop 
in preparation for the Rally 
Season. If you use a butane gas heater, 

you w ill find th a t it peters out 
after a while, when there is not all that 
much gas left in it, and the am bient 
temperature is low. To get the most out of 
the bottle, put it in a sink full of really hot 
water, re-instal it and re-light the heater. 
Thereafter it can be kept going until the 
last drop of gas by putting a rubber hot- 
water bottle under the gas bottle, and 

replacing It regularly.
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS
REPORT FROM NORTHERN 

IRELAND
The 1995 Vintage Rally season here in 
Northern Ireland was a busy time for 
Ferguson Club members. The first rally was 
Cooley Vintage. Co Louth where Ferguson 
Club members and non members alike were 
welcome to come to the caravan and have a 
chat, or have a cup of tea.

Cooley was the rally where the Friends of 
Ferguson Heritage were making a world 
record attempt to gather up 200 Ferguson 
tractors with ground engaging implements, 
and many of our Ferguson Club members 
brought their tractors with ploughs, cultivators 
and harrows and various other implements 
to help create the record

The weather was perfect sunshine all the way! 
and the Ferguson colours of blue and white 
which decorated the caravan, attracted many 
old and new faces to our pitch.

Over the two days the record was achieved 
with a grand total of 322 Fergusons so now 
another Ferguson record has been accepted 
for the Guinness Book of Records, to 
accompany the Ferguson Club Challenge of 
103 Ferguson tractors ploughing in line in 
Lincolnshire.

We believe that some of our club members 
are going to attempt to break the challenge 
record in 1996 so good luck to them, and we 
hope that you support them in their venture.

The caravan was present at a number of 
vintage clubs and charity rallies in every 
county in the North of Ireland, from 
Desertmartin in Co. Londonderry, to 
Loughbrickland Co. Down, and we hope to 
cover, with the help of our members more

events next year, we would like to thank the 
people who gave their time to help us in 1995.

If you as a Ferguson Club member would like 
the caravan to attend your local rally please 
contact us as soon as possible,

August 13th was the turn of Co. Down Traction 
engine club rally held at Mountstewart, Co. 
Down. In the picture post card setting of the 
National Trust owned property, there was a 
large area set aside for the various activities, 
threshing, ploughing, and reaping 
demonstrations, stationary engines, and of 
course the vintage tractors.

That was a very busy day, for Margarette Rea 
club member was on her own, as Sam had 
travelled down to the South of Ireland to 
deliver club merchandise to our Republic of 
Ireland representative James Barrow, he and 
fellow Ferguson Club member Tom Mannion 
were making preparations to attend a Sunday 
event in the West of the country.

So now we are well into 1996. And when you 
read this report, a meeting of Northern Ireland 
member’s will have taken place, to prepare 
for the 10th anniversary Annual General 
Meeting to be held in Larne, the planned week 
of celebrations both of the club and Golden 
Anniversary of the TE20.

A series of events starting at Balmoral Show, 
where the club has pride of place in the 
Department of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland, stand in the Balmoral Halls, in the 
Royal U lster Agricu ltura l Society 
Showgrounds, where Harry Ferguson first 
demonstrated the Ferguson System in public, 
this will be held in May, when Mrs Sheldon 
our Patron and her husband will be here in 
Northern Ireland to join us.
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We know that a large number of members 
from as far afield as the Orkney Islands to 
Wales and the South of England as well as 
the Republic of Ireland have already pledged 
their support to come to Northern Ireland.

Many are bringing tractors and other 
Ferguson implements and other artifacts for 
the displays, and we are very grateful for their 
help, so we wish you well in your own 
celebrations, and look forward to seeing many 
of you in Larne in May 1996.

The main celebrations will be in association 
with the Ulster Steam Traction Engine Club, 
at their event in July, where we hope to gather 
up with your support a large collection of 
Ferguson TE 20 tractors and implements, 
which along with a pictorial indoor display, will 
be the main attraction of the Steam Rally at 
the Ballymena Showgrounds.

To all who sent Christmas Cards thank you, 
and to all we wish a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year!

Sam and Margarette Rea. (1710-1711)

This immaculate TEF 448394. Reg. LSA 736 started its working life in Aberdeen, and now 
restored and owned by Ferguson Club member Alex McMullan, and son John, from Coagh, 
Cookstown, Co. Tyrone, attracted the attention of club member’s and spectator’s outside the 
Ferguson Club caravan at Desertmartin Vintage Rally. Photo: Sam Rea
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A 1959 Denning Potato Digger, Seriai No. 11 27 143. mounted on a 1954 TEF Ferguson 
tractor, with owner John Leacock, Knockioughrim-, Co. Londonderry, was built under licence 
from Somerset Farm Machinery by Mackies Engineering Company, Belfast, and still used on
the Leacock farm. Photo: Farmweek

William Parker (105) and son Ronald, club member from Dundonald, with their 1947 TEA 
50196, and 1950 TEA 115454 tractor complete with weatherproof cabs, the one closest to 
the camera manufactured by Reekie in Arbroath, Scotland. Photo: Farmweek
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Well pleased with his ploughing! Jim Fitchie, 
(1757) Killinchy, Co. Down, one o f the 
Ferguson Club member’s who competed at 
the Northern Ireland Ploughing Association 
International Ploughing Match at Ballykelly, 
Co. Londonderry. Photo: Farmweek

Ferguson Club members Margarette Rea, 
(1711) and Robert Reid, (1725) received 
unexpected visitors to the Ferguson Club 
caravan at Ballygowan Vintage Rally in Co. 
Down, when Ballygowan Vintage Club 
chairm an, Cecil Robinson, th ird  left, 
introduced the new Ulster Unionist Party 
Leader David Trimble, third right to them. 
Included in the electioneering party John 
Nicholson, M.E.P. John TaylorM.E.P. Deputy 
Leader; David McNarry, and Reg Empey, 
former Lord Mayor of Belfast.

Photo: Farmweek
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Mr T. W. Espie, Circular Road, Moneymore, Co. Londonderry, a familiar figure with his 1958 
Massey Ferguson DT 7000 four wheel drive tractor, built in Italy. William would appreciate 
any information on this machine, Reg: CRW 976C chassis No. 2050033 Eng No. 2981309

Photo: Farmweek

Could you assist Robert Kidd of Broughshane, to identify this cultivator? Pictured here restored 
for Cooly Vintage Rally in Co. Louth. It is thought to have been imported from America, to the 
Republic of Ireland in the late 1940’ s Photo: Sam Rea
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This photograph of her collection was sent to the Newsletter by Merethe Hansen (1095), 
who Is our representative in Denmark. Merethe is also the representative for the Friends 
of Ferguson Heritage.
From the left: TE-20, TE-A 20. TE-C 20, TE-F 20, TE-A 20, FE^35. FE-35.
Her-Massey Ferguson 31~6 combine harvester fitted with VW engine stands behind.
See the Denmark section.
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One of the Ferguson Club long serving members and Republic of Ireland representative, 
James Barrow, (136) of Ennis, putting the finishing touches to his TEF20 tractor, when Sam 
Rea (1710) from Larne, came to call. Sam would like to thank Jim and his wife for their 
hospitality when he delivered club merchandise to them last year. Photo: Sam Rea

The scene at Cooley Vintage Rally Co. Louth, where Friends of Ferguson Heritage created a 
world record of 322 Ferguson Tractors with ground engaging implements. Photo: Sam Rea
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Ferguson Club members were to the fore at Cooley Vintage Rally.
Photo: Sam Rea

Margarette Rea with club member Frank Thornton, (42) left, from Co. 
Fermanagh, and a friend, at the Ferguson Club caravan at Cooley Vintage 
Rally. Photo: Sam Rea
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ORKNEY AND SHETLAND ISLANDS

The Arrival of Ferguson Tractors in Orkney

The following is the edited version of an article which appeared in the Orkney Vintage Club 
1995 Newsletter.

CF

The New Ferguson Tractor
are dow iMiDg booked, inbject to 

tonfim utioa 'wb«n deUiU are arallablet 
Deliveriee will be made in rotation. Get 
ro a r  name oa tbe Hit bow and partiealam 
prill be lestywawben reccired from nuken

Write or phone to
John Scarth, Ayre Road, Kirkwall

Phone 105

This is the advertisement that appeared in The Orcadian’ on 21st February 1946, about 7 
months before the first TE-20 rolled off the production line at Banner Lane!!

FERGUSON
Tractors and Implements
Tilt wkiliog ti*l for Ibii axtoDAirs n«w r tn g t of oqnipmeot inCrcoMt 
d tilf . To fooiliUle MuiUblo diitribotioD, bare TOUu ojjs« add«dNOW

FERGUSON' FOR POWER! 
POWERLESS WITHOUT 

'FERGUSON'!

John Scarth
Ayre Road - Kirkwall
Pbooa; E irkvall 105

THE NEW
FergusonTractor

IS NOW HFHK

John Scarth
AYHE tO A O . KTRKW ALI.

it continued until 4th July 1946 when it was updated thus. 
This continued until 23rd September 1946, when a lengthy 
advertisement appeared showing a photo of a Ferguson with 
Tiller at work, followed by a brief history of the Ferguson tractor 
made in the USA (Ford Ferguson), priced £343 with the 
advantages of three point linkage and finger tip hydraulic 
control. This article most likely would have appeared in the 
farming press at this time and probably would have been the 
launch of the tractor. This also ties in with photos of mine of 
DAG Kynoch driving a Ferguson during ‘Operation Ferguson’ 
at Coventry in September 1946.
Editor: An article on ‘Operation Ferguson ’ is to appear in the 
Summer Journal)

On 6th November 1946 this advertisement appeared.

The questions are: who had the first one?; where did the first 
demonstration take place?

315 tractors were built during 1946 and by the time the dealers 
had tractors to display it would seem unlikely many would 
have been sold in 1946.

Norman Shearer (member 1142)
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SCOTLAND (North)

IN THE BLEAK MID WINTER

Did anyone notice the brief mention of 
Altnaharra in the national news recently? 
Altnaharra -  from the Gaelic, the burn or 
stream (allt), of (na), the boundary (h-airbhe), 
is a beautiful estate village, population of less 
than 50 at a guess, situated in splendid 
isolation in the majestic centre of Sutherland. 
Surrounded by hills, including the “Munro” 
Ben Klibreck (3,154ft) and at the end of the 
famed fishing loch. Loch Naver, the idyllic 
situation does have one great drawback - the 
winter weather! Although there is no finer 
place in spring or summer, winter is different. 
Snow has been known to block the single 
track roads which radiate north, south, east 
and west from Altnaharra for days at a time, 
power cuts have been known to last for more 
than a week and in particular it can suffer 
severe low temperatures. In the week 
between Christmas 1995 and New Year, 
Altnaharra had the dubious honour of making 
the headlines by recording a record low 
temperature of minus 25 degrees Centigrade!

Could the extreme cold experienced in this 
area be the reason that in 1964 Altnaharra 
Estate, a large sporting and sheep farming 
estate which is centred on Altnaharra, asked 
Massey-Ferguson to build to special order five 
petrol/paraffin MF 35s? What other reason 
could there be for ignoring the tried and tested

Perkins engined diesel MF 35 or 35X, which 
at the time were the small tractor market 
leaders, to order the less powerful, less 
convenient and some would say outdated 
technology of the petrot/paraffin model? At 
what temperature does diesel freeze? How 
did diesels in countries where such winter 
temperatures are the norm, fare at the time? 
Any other ideas? - my research is continuing!

One of these five tractors is now owned by 
brothers David and Richard Gordon who live 
just along the road from me here in Golspie. 
Purchased a few years ago from the Crask 
Inn, an isolated hotel about 8 miles south of 
Altnaharra by their late father Dick (who 
incidentally first encouraged me to join the 
Ferguson Club), the tractor -  serial number 
FE 35 SK5/378585 was registered in 
Sutherland ANS 65 B. Both the serial and 
registration numbers date the tractor at 1964, 
at least four years after MF had ceased to 
market the petrol/paraffin model. Can anyone 
shed any more light on the mystery, do any 
others of the five tractors still exist? -  I’d be 
pleased to hear from you -  and do visit 
Altnaharra, if fishing or hill walking is your 
other hobby, or just getting away from it all 
for a while amidst superb scenery attracts, 
Altnaharra, at all seasons and for very 
different reasons, just can’t be equalled!

Lawrence Jamieson (member 1223)

L u d d in g t o n  M a c h in e r y
offers:-

Complete Ferguson and Fordson tractors and spares 
‘As is’ prices for Ford - Ferguson, TE 20, 35,135, 65 etc.

No order too small 
Phone for all requirements 

Open 7 days
Nationwide delivery and postal service

Telephone Chris on Glasbury 01497 847748
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REPORT FROM SCOTLAND (South)

Our local Massey Ferguson dealer, Daniel Ross Engineers Ltd. of Lanark, held a special Staff 
Dance in the Tinto Hotel, Symington, on 2nd December 1995. The company consisted of staff 
and friends and of former employees who had retired within the last 13 years. After the meal, 
Mr Bryce Smith, the Managing Director, told the gathering that Daniel Ross and Hamilton 
Brothers, Paisley, had won two awards from Massey Ferguson.

There then followed a surprise presentation in recognition of long service. Mrs Smith presented 
eleven employees with personally-engraved crystal decanters and glasses in acknowledgement 
of over 25 years of service to the firm. (Ranging from 25 to 51 years.)

Daniel Ross was an early Ferguson agent, being one of the few firms that were Massey 
Harris agents.

We would like to thank Daniel Ross Engineers Ltd. for their hospitality and to wish them every 
success in the future.

Pictured from left to right are:
J Calder, 25 years service; J Scott, 30 years service; H Keith, 51 years service; C McAllister, 
36 years service; J Graham, 31 years service; A Harkness, 28 years service (still with the 
company); R Henderson, 36 years service; J Gibson, 25 years service; W Graham, 49 years 
service (retiring in 1996); A Mitchell, 31 years service (Missing from the photograph is A 
Walker, veteran salesman, 34 years service)

This totals 376 years service in all with a Ferguson agent, later a Massey Ferguson dealer.

John Gibson (887) 
Member for Scotland (South)
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HANES ARDAL YNYS MON AREA REPORT

HANESION O MON MAM CYMRU-TALES FROM “ ANGLESEY THE MOTHER OF WALES”

“BIwyddyn Newydd Dda i chwi gyd yn mil, 
naw cant, naw deg a chwech” translates into 
“Happy New year to you all in 1996”.
I trust this will be a successful year for our 
Club and the celebrations for the 50th 
Anniversary of the production of the “Fergi 
Lwyd” (Grey Ferg|e). Island members have 
been fired up with enthusiasm ready for this 
a reas’ proposals to mark the T20 ’s 
achievements over the past 50 years. And so 
the 32 mile Grey Fergie Run across the Island 
of Anglesey in mid-Summer is gathering 
momentum and beginning to roll along nicely. 
The route has been agreed with the boys in 
blue, back up organised and a 
commemorative video of the event is being 
arranged by fellow partner in crime, Chris 
Frith, with members on starters orders. This 
video being a club exclusive with bilingual 
commentary and sole rights. No fiends, 
pardon flies on us! Independent Welsh 
companies with prime time television spots 
are eager to broadcast the event 
notw ithstanding the immense interest 
generated from the local and regional 
newspapers. The “Hel Straeon” programme 
are only one of many sources who have been 
fuelled by an initial enquiry. We have been 
restricted to a total of 25 tractors which will 
be allowed to set off five at a time, i.e. 5 petrol, 
5 TVO, etc. The majority of tractors, as you 
will appreciate are from Anglesey, but we 
welcome the more uncommon models such 
as the Narrow, Vineyard, Industrial and 
Reekie if possible. All this is provisionally 
programmed for Saturday, 29th June, 1996. 
To complete our efforts a small static display 
may be incorporated at the end of the Run 
as well as the Anglesey Show in August. 
Minor attendance at some of the local rallies 
is an area which I hope. Island Members will 
arrange and support.

I’m praying that the weather will be as glorious 
as that experienced over the Summer of 1995. 
Then we can all return our weather cabs to 
Scotland for Lawrence to conduct his 
continued fatigue experiments upon effect of 
torrential rain on such items in their native 
environment!!
Returning to the brighter side of things on 
Anglesey, I’m glad to report that “Harri Bach” 
is progressing with a steady daily liveweight 
gain which now stands him 26lbs at 6 months. 
My excursions to purloin Ferguson items have 
ceased at present, as nappies, are expensive 
and are not tax deductible - well that’s what 
the accountant tells me. A good night’s sleep 
has been assured since a good routine has 
been implemented having grown tired of a 
“Fistful of Dollars” , we are now regularly 
viewing the epic a “Mouthful of Fist”! and have 
really had a Nappy New Year in 1995 since 
the birth of Harri!
Unfortunately, rally stalwart Alun Roberts has 
had to take it easy since early September 
after being suddenly taken ill whilst at work. 
This only serves to remind us the toll today's 
pressures at work take on our health. Alun, 
like myself, is employed by the Island’s 
Authority and I’d wish the public could see 
that Council work is not all boxes of roses, 
tea and biscuits! Dymunwn adferiad llwyr a 
gobeithio y bydd yn teimlo’n well yn fuan. 
May I take the opportunity to welcome more 
Islanders, who joined the membership shortly 
after my last article,
The first person amongst many introduced 
by member “Tommy Pendre” was his fellow 
work-mate Tony Williams of Amlwch. Whereas 
many of us sneak Ferguson equipment home 
whilst the wife is shopping or having her hair 
done, Tony’s spouse bought him a Grey 
Fergie. So, she has only herself to blame in 
becoming another who awaits the completion 
of the new extension!
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Anyway, getting back to the right track the 
Grey Fergie which has been presented to 
Tony is another which is down on the old 
Ferguson Agency ledger. It was purchased 
just a quarter of a mile down the road from a 
family friend and Tony has just driven it home 
in late November to be garaged for 
restoration. An orig inal Petrol T20 
manufactured in 1950 which has been 
converted, like many, to run on TVO. The 
ledger records the tractor in the ownership of 
an Island smallholding. In addition the engine 
and serial numbers are confirmed original. 
Mr Hugh Rowlands of Llanddona is the last 
of a dying race of trad itiona l Island 
smallholders. Predominantly farming with a 
suckler hard and flock of sheep, Hugh is a 
mine of information on old machinery. Tyddyn 
Isaf has been a regular port of call for some 
time, but due to pressure of work, this has 
not allowed such excursions for the latter part 
of this year. The Ferguson machinery at the 
holding is kept and used as seasonal 
demands dictate. A good “sgwrs” (chat) is

always assured in combination with the cuppa 
and scone from wife Jean. Hugh’s son, also 
has a car repair business coupled to the yard 
and so there’s never a dull moment to be had. 
Thanks to Hugh, I bought the TVO Fergie 
which my grandfather drove . He’ll be glad to 
know that it is, at last being restored to its 
former glory in readiness for the road run. 
Amongst the treasures at Tyddyn Isaf, lies a 
Fordson Bach (N) with hedge cutting machine 
attached, an Allis B with a mid mounted 
mower which Hugh uses for topping work and 
I think a rare TVO Fordson Major. The view 
from the yard over the north eastern tip of 
the Island across to the mountain range on 
the mainland is splendid on a sunny day.
A brief mention was made on Matt Haywood 
Dean in the last issue. He has a very tidy T20 
which has changed many hands throughout 
its’ life, but still looks and runs as new. His 
visits to various sales have allowed him to 
amalgamate a plough, transport box and 
mower. Matt is a baker by trade and is always 
on the look out for a bargain, like many of us.

UNIT 3, GACtWEN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GAERWEN, ANGIESET, CWTNEDD. lU O  6HR 

Tfl: (D248) 4219A6 Fm : (0248) 421953

GVVASANAETH C LU D iA N T  
HEB El AIL

^  PARTIAU AR GYFER:
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1 also understand a bread shortage is 
imminent as his wife is awaiting the arrival of 
a new baby in February. Fob bendith i chwi - 
all our blessings.
Mr Idris Lewis of Llanfaes who was given a 
slot in my last article is well on the way to 
restoring renewed vigour into the T20 with 
reduction box m odification. This will 
accompany the 1947 Continental T20 which 
he has overhauled some years ago, together 
with some minor implements.
Another interested individual, Mr Richard 
Forrest-Brown of Ty Croes has purchased two 
T20’s which he hopes may be coupled 
together to make one complete example. 
Despite being rescued from a holding down 
the road, their history, as far as anyone knows 
is a mystery. They do not appear to emanate 
from the Ferguson Agency and one has the 
remnants of a registration GAX 18? If anyone 
out there knows the past of this particular 
tractor, I would be glad to pass on the 
information to Richard. He lives on a farm 
tenanted from the Bodorgan Estate which 
was formerly known as the Llanfeirian Estate. 
One of my fathers tractors, AEY 508, was 
purchased by the Meyrick family who own the 
Estate. This tractor being featured on my first 
article to the club in 1992 (Vol. 6., No. 1). In 
addition, the Estate originally owned my 
present holding before selling it to Mr W Jones 
in 1860.
Another fresh member to join our ranks is Mr 
Les Jones of Llanrhuddlad, near Cemaes 
Bay, thanks to his best friend. Will Hughes. 
He has purchased the TVO Fergie, Will 
returned after languishing in a shed on a local 
farm (last newsletter). This will keep him 
ticking over following his recent retirement, 
after recuperation from major surgery earlier 
this year. A photo of both partners will feature 
in the next issue along with the other Island 
members.
Another member and work colleague, Mr 
Dafydd Owen of Lon Bacsia, Llangefni, is 
busy renovating a 1951 TED 20. His father.

Basil, was also associated with the Ferguson 
Agency and so Dafydd has an admirable ally 
on the restoration. However, the project has 
been “set aside” over the past few months as 
Mr Basil Owen has undergone surgery upon 
a heart valve. May the Club wish Mr Owen a 
rapid recovery so that he can continue 
something, I understand that he’s been 
looking forward to for some years - driving a 
restored T20.
One other happy occasion following Harri’s 
birth, was the presentation of the original 
Ferguson Agency Record Ledger from its 
keeper, Mr Gwilym Looms of Brynsiencyn, 
for my safekeeping. I was stuck for words, and 
okay that may not happen very often, but it 
was a splendid surprise to be given such a 
valuable piece of the Island’s Ferguson 
history (not heritage!) from early 1947 through 
to 1957. From 1958 - 1965 the ledger has 
been afflicted with the dreaded scarlet fever. 
Once more I am indebted to Mr Looms for 
his contribution to our Club archives. An 
article is being set up, including Mr Looms 
who was employed by the Ferguson Agency 
and associated companies through to the 
early seventies will be the feature of a future 
Journal. The source of further archive material 
is also being investigated and news will be 
relayed when they are safely in the right 
hands.
Constant contact with Sbarion and 
Paramaeth are kept and members are, as 
always, receiving a professional response 
upon enquiry.
Also, its’ peculiar how the “wheel turns” with 
the former MF Island Agency suddenly 
closing only to be re-established by relatives 
at the Gaerwen Industrial estate sometime 
in the New Year. The new agent, Mr Emyr 
Evans of Pentrefoelas also caters for other 
makes, including some vintage marques, 
besides the Scarlet brigade.
Will Hughes and Dave Gould of Cemaes Bay 
are both engaged in kindling interest in the 
information of the Anglesey Ploughing
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Society. Possibly, a section for the T20 and 
plough could be accommodated within one 
of the match classes if a Committee can be 
established. Pob hwyl are y fenter - Best of 
luck on the venture.
On the evening of Sunday, 26 November, the 
programme “Twrio” (Touring) was screened 
on S4C (Channel Four - W ales). The 
prominent feature centred on the auction of 
a 1950 TED. This item received prime time 
advertisement during the week up to the 
show. The guide price of £100 sounded 
reasonable, but with much imagination the 
tractor was auctioned off at £480. A couple 
of friends were briefly questioned in the 
audience which gave rise to a distinctive air 
to the occasion, notwithstanding the price. In 
addition, a Mr Jones of Massey Ferguson also 
gave a clockwork repertoire to a female 
presenter on the merits of the Ferguson 
System. One pleasing outcome of the auction

was that a percentage of the price was 
donated to charity. However, several critical 
comments have been made in general on the 
item. The primary concern was the price. It 
will only serve to fuel the imagination of some 
persons to inflate the asking price of similar 
tractors beyond realistic comprehension to 
naive newcomers to our interest. Finally, I 
arouse your curiosity by reiterating that the 
tractor “was rescued” from the Carmarthen 
area - sound familiar?
I complete by kindly requesting the help of all 
local and nationwide members to make 1996 
a special year. A year for us, and the Club to 
remember. Harry Ferguson would be proud 
to see the membership contributing to the 
celebrations of his greatest achievement - the 
production of the T20 in association with the 
Ferguson System.

Geraint Evans (1156)

f a r a I ^ e t h
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NORTH EAST ENGLAND

I will hopefully be attending a number of 
events during the summer months with the 
Caravan and Ferguson Club “stand” in the 
North Yorkshire area and up into the North 
East. I would like any member who is 
attending any shows with a tractor to contact 
me with a view to having their tractor as the 
point of interest outside the stand. Full details 
will be published as and when things are 
finalised.
For those of you in and around North 
Yorkshire during July I believe? It’s the 
weekend of 6th and 7th, we will be at the 
Helmsiey Steam Rally. I would like to meet 
any members there and any member who is 
exhibiting his/her tractor please would you be 
prepared to have it displayed next to or very 
near the Ferguson Club display.
Please contact me on 01226 386715 after 
6pm. Thank You.

Alan Dunderdale 
Tel: 01226 386715 evenings

REPORT FROM YORKSHIRE & 
DERBYSHIRE

OF MICE AND MEN 
(With apologies to John Steinbeck)

In 1989 I bought another TEF 20 for £60. It 
was an interesting colour -  rust and emerald 
green due mainly to its having stood in a 
farmyard for five years. The green was the 
result of lichen that was slowly taking the 
machine over. In time honoured fashion it had 
been left with its upright exhaust exposed to 
the elements. There was 2.5 gallons of water 
in the sump and the cylinder head exhaust 
ports were packed solid with oily carbon. With 
the head off we turned the engine over and 
watched with great interest as two cylinder 
liners rose majestically from the crankcase -  
married permanently to their pistons.

The bonnet was flat at the front due possibly 
to the antics of speed crazed cowmen driving 
the little tractor like a dodgem car and 
misjudging stopping distances. There was a 
medley of strange bolts holding peripheral 
fittings on but in spite of this, the tractor was 
complete.

The book instructs you to withdraw the 
crankshaft using a hoist or block and tackle. 
We had to resort to a lump of wood and a 
sledgehammer. Incredibly crankshaft wear 
was within acceptable limits necessitating 
only burnishing and a set of new shell 
bearings.

Five years, many hours of hard labour and 
£700 later it was towed to my friend’s farm 
for battery fitting, final wiring checks and 
adjustments.

I wasn’t there when the event occurred but 
as it was described to me later, the engine 
started knocking such that it could be heard 
all over the farm. I subsequently took the head 
off again to find a high tensile bolt embedded 
in the top of number two piston -  one of those 
special bolts used for fixing patio window 
locks. We were mystified and began making 
a list of undesirables who might have resorted 
to sabotage. The bent valve was replaced and 
a new guide pressed in and the piston crown 
cleaned up. As we were refitting everything a 
faint rattling came from the air cleaner. We 
removed from the outlet a handful of 
woodscrews, nuts, bolts, razorblades, 
matchsticks, wheat and bits of paper a 
complete mouse winter quarters. On impulse 
I removed all the valves and withdrew from 
the chambers 12.5 pence in pennies and old 
sixpences along with three rubber master 
cylinder piston seals. The kleptomaniacal 
mice are now on the death list but I have 
become so neurotic I now inspect every orifice 
on every piece of equipment. Three weeks 
ago, fitting a radiator to an old car of mine I
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decided to resort to guile and flushed it out 
with a hosepipe.

Sure enough, out came a collection of fibre 
washers, masonry nails, matchsticks and the 
remains of half my gasket collection. Traps 
and bait are ignored but a bar of Imperial 
Leather is rapidly being devoured as I write. 
The battle goes on...

Another prized piece of equipment restored 
this year is a cordwood saw obtained via the 
tractor woman of Matlock -  my good friend 
Shirley Orridge. I removed the blade ready 
for resharpening in Sheffield. The sawsmith 
called in his friends to have a look and they 
all said they had never seen anything like it. 
It was explained to me how important ‘set’ is, 
gully depth, shape of cutting edge and so on 
and so forth. My blade was condemned as it 
was dangerously corroded and had “been 
sharpened by some old farmer with a rusty 
file he kept in the cowshed” . The teeth 
certa in ly  looked strange even to my 
unpractised eye.

However, my doctor is a steam roller fanatic. 
His Volvo estate is filled with wire ropes, 
castings, huge spanners and all the 
impedimenta that steam men consider to be 
vital. He has a workshop built onto his house 
better equipped than many engineering 
workshops I have been into; lathes, milling 
machines, vertica l drilling  machines, 
bandsaws -  he is clearly a frustrated 
mechanic doing a bit of medicine on the side

to keep the wolf from the door. A visit to his 
surgery involves 5 minutes of consultation 
time and 20 minutes tractor and engine talk. I 
told him of my sawblade problems and the 
likely cost (£130 -  140) of a replacement. To 
cut a long story short he got me a new blade 
(with one chipped tooth) for a negligible price 
and since then it has cut tons and tons of 
wood up. I did put additional guards on the 
belt and pulley and on the outer side of the 
saw guard before I started to use it but after 
straightening the frame, repacking the 
bearings and renewing most of the rusty old 
nuts and bolts it has made a very useful 
addition to my implement collection. I treat it 
with great respect nonetheless -  there’s no 
emergency stop button on the machine and I 
dread to think what the Health and Safety 
Executive might say in spite of all the 
additional safeguards I have introduced.
The final project is the banana loader (bought 
for £60) which will be overhauled hopefully 
this winter and fitted to the “new” TEF. If I can 
master the intricacies of the levers I shall 
enjoy using it next year but it seems to me 
that you need a A.M.l.MECH.E qualification 
to fathom out all the various lever 
permutations.

There are no dangerous orifices on the 
banana loader so I can proceed with 
confidence. It’s going to be a lean year for 
the haberdashers in this household this 
Christmas. I’ve told my wife my heart’s desire 
is for the most sophisticated mouse trap 
money can buy.

Roger Webb (member 165)

REPORT FROM CUMBRIA

Dear John
Much in haste but here is an article with some photographs and a line drawing of the repair to 
a Ferguson Jack.
(Editor: This part of David’s report has been published in Section 2)
There are also two or three other photographs which might be of interest to members.
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I photographed this TE-20 on full tracks at a local rally in 1994.1 am including it now because 
I believe you are going to feature tracks as a seasonal item on the next magazine cover.

These are seasonal views of my TE-20 with 
its transport box full of Yuletide logs!

David Weeks (1274) 
Member for Cumbria

Editor:
A nice excuse to show two fine shots of the 
T-JE-A20 Transport Box being put to good 
use. ft will lift 7 cwt and must still be one of 
the most widely useful implements. It would 
have cost you £7.75 in 1947, £12 by 1954 
and it seems rather less than that equivalent 
value in 1996. A good find (especially if it still 
has its rear end) and not too difficult to 
overhaul.
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Report from Cumbria (continued)

REPORT FROM WORCESTERSHIRE 
Ferguson Implement Sale 

25th October 1995

A sale of Vintage tractors and implements 
took place for the well known Worcestershire 
collector Doug Moule. The day was bright and 
sunny and as this sale included 51 tractors, 
implements for many of them and over 80 lots 
of almost every grey Ferguson System 
implement ever produced, the event was truly 
a ‘sale of the centu ry ’ fo r Ferguson 
enthusiasts from all over the country. Most of 
the items on sale were com plete but 
unrestored and in some cases were just piles 
of parts but it was the rarity of the items that 
made the sale so interesting. Although I have 
always been interested in Ferguson items I 
had never before seen the Vigzol/Ferguson 
G-LE-20 Tank sprayer {sold for £260) or the 
pre-Vicon FF30 Fertiliser spinner (£70) or the 
L-UE-20 front axle mounted Loader or the 
‘star’ of the sale, the rare Disc Plough 2-P- 
AE20, which brought a massive £630. Also 
included were all other types of plough, 
weeders, cultivators, potato planter and ridger 
with which we are more familiar. A grader/ 
scraper blade reached £210.1 was particularly

keen on acquiring a set of footplates for my 
1949 TEA20 but whereas several sets of non 
T20 plates fetched £8 to £15 the only set for 
the T20 fetched £45. The other item of interest 
to me, the Hammer Mill rushed up to £320, 
how I regretted not paying £50 for one of those 
late last year! Amongst the ‘spares’ I saw a 
nice set of original T20 side light brackets/ 
lights and the single headlight unit, and a pile 
of T20 dashboard panels.

The auctioneers H. J. Pugh & Co have kindly 
supplied a sale report which shows many of 
the prices achieved at the sale, some of which 
are given below:

Post Hole Auger £270
2 Furrow ploughs £140/165
Skeleton wheels £125
Wide steel lugs £135
Sack Lifter £105
Mower £35
Potato planter/ridger £155
Potato spinners £120/140
Saw bench £175
Transport box £200
Rotovator £160
Trailed discs £75
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Many of the tractors in the sale were John 
Deere, In ternationa ls or Nuffie lds but 
Ferguson items were a T20 with reduction 
gearbox sold for £1050, a well worn MF65 
(£450), MF35 (£380), a rare MF 35 Vineyard 
(£600) and two French Fergusons, MF 25 
(£660) and MF130 (£250). None of these 
tractors were restored and most needed a 
lot of work.

The crowd estimated by the auctioneers at 
1000+ included many knowledgable 
collectors from all over the country and two 
well known Ferguson ‘gurus’ that kept 
cropping up in the bidding were John 
Popplewell and George Field! It does seem 
therefore that most of the items will have gone 
to caring new owners including several to a 
serious collector in Denmark.

It must have been a sad day for Mr Moule to 
see his life’s collection of Ferguson items

being dispersed far and wide. For many of 
the small collectors at the sale the prices 
reached by many of the items must have put 
them out of their reach and it is to be hoped 
that this level of prices for what are essentially 
museum pieces, was a ‘one-off’ on a rather 
special sale day, as high prices could attract 
the wealthy speculators only interested in 
HAVING rather than USING the machines, a 
position which in the Classic car field has 
condemned many of the more interesting 
vehicles to a life hidden from general view in 
museums. I have noticed that the entries in 
this autumn’s Ploughing Matches seem to 
have shown a marked reduction in the 
appearance of some of the older more 
interesting tractors, a fact I have put down to 
the difficult hard conditions -  or are some of 
these older tractors already being acquired 
by hoarders rather than users?

Peter Philips (member 959)

FIRESIDE
PUZZLE

There are 38 words or 
groups of letters relevant to 
our interest (and maybe 
morel).

Some can be put together 
to make descriptions we 
would recognise. How  
many of each can you find?

All words and letters are in 
a straight line and all are 
consecutive.

Answers next time.

s D A V I D B R 0 w N R
Y L R E M I T R E V 0 I
S L 0 A L E D 0 M T s G
T I N E F H I T c H u I
E R 0 s L T E A p T G D
M D A 0 I c R N 0 I R V
H D W I N T 0 A I L E I
A E H L K V A N N L F R
R E S c 0 0 P A T E D T
R S A L A M P B A R R U
Y L A s R E V I N U 0 A
B E K A H s D N A H F L
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SUFFOLK MARDLE -  THE SMALLEST COMBINE ‘BOUT ERE’

Like Merethe Hansen’s (see the centre- 
spread), this combine is very much part of 
the family. It works for its living -  that is short 
Spring barley in the photographs. For the 
technically minded, this is a 1967 Type MF 
31-6 Combine with Perkins A4 107 engine. 
The standard 6ft cut is replaced by 7ft, 
apparently at the factory. German built, it 
could have a VW engine and Merethe’s does. 
It marked the beginning of the MF 31 range.

NOT A LOT OF 
PEOPLE KNOW THAT

F or the sea passage to Rathlin Island, 
th ree m iles North-East o f the 

northernmost tip of Ireland, grey Ferguson 
tractors were routinely taken to pieces and 
shipped in fishing boats -  all part of the 
service by the local Ferguson agent in 

Ballycastle, J.W. HcCoughan &  Sons.

The natural progenitor was the MF 735 with 
Newage-Austin 4 cylinder 1.5 litre VO engine 
-  does anyone remember it ?

We have the smallest combine harvester 
about here. It causes amusement but it never 
breaks down and that is more than the others 
can say. We service it at the end of the 
harvest, just like a binder, not shortly before 
the next. We think it makes a difference. The 
open bridge is excellent, except for the dust. 
It is sometimes necessary to wear masks, 
which are not very photogenic. This is the 
bagger version but there was no sack chute 
by this time and no need either to pick the 
heavy grain sacks off the field at the end of 
the day. They are offloaded instead three or 
four at a time on to a trailer. Going alongside 
the very early red and grey FE-35 and pre
war trailer in the photograph is rather like 
docking a ship. Merethe has the tank version, 
which will hold between 25-27 bushels or 
around 750 kilograms.
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The MF 31-6 is extremely well built and 
handles sensitively. Disused for several years 
when we found it, there was some minor work 
to do on the injectors. The engine is excellent, 
free revving with plenty of power in hand, and 
a good starter, always first time, even after 
the long annual rest. It is difficult to shock load 
the drive or any of the systems which cut, 
thrash, clean and deliver but it will soon tell 
you the dew has arrived and conditions are

getting difficult. The primary drive from engine 
to gearbox differential is by infinitely variable 
V-belt. Subsidiary drives comprise seven 
chain and ten belt.

For those who have the space, it is still 
possible to locate the small, earlier combine 
harvesters. The one that comes to mind is 
the 735. It will complement an interest in 
tractors and will become collectable.

John Cousins (member 701)

REPORT FROM SOUTH EAST ENGLAND

Amongst many other events planned for the 
forthcoming summer season the Club’s South 
East Regional representative Richard Heal 
and colleagues are proposing to hold an 
im portant Rally to be staged in 
commemoration of the 50th year since the T20 
Tractors and range of implements embodying 
the Ferguson system was introduced and 
manufactured in this Country. Besides an 
extensive and interesting Static Display we 
plan to stage a ‘Grand Parade’ with something 
in the order of 20 to 30 different types of TE- 
20 Tractors with various implements attached 
accompanied by a running commentary 
around the Ringside enclosure; culminating 
a memorable display on each of the three- 
day event at the ‘twenty first’ Festival of 
Transport held every August Bank Holiday on 
the outskirts of Hailsham.

At the time of writing several items of 
machinery and implements are needed to 
complete a full range (at present we have 
some 30 implements)
WANTED:- Mid-Mounted Mower 

30 cwt Trailer 
Manure Spreader 
Hi-Lift Loader 
Front Axle Loader 
Kale Cutrake 
Disc-Plough 
Offset Discs 
Winch (Hesford)
Beet Gapper

Will any Member or anyone who has any of 
the above, who may wish to sell or loan for 
the Rally please contact me on 01323 848705 
(evenings best). East Sussex.

Richard G. Heal (1595)
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Report from South East England (continued) 

STOP PRESS...

By kind permission of Michael Ann and the 
directors of the famous Drusillas Park in East 
Sussex, a Rally is planned for 29th -  30th 
June 1996, for a ‘Golden Jubilee’ anniversary 
of the world famous TE-20 Ferguson System 
Tractor and implements, first introduced into 
this country in 1946.

Entry will be free to spectators, and any per
sons who own a little grey Fergie or imple
ment of interest and wish to participate please 
contact Colin Huggett at Drusillas Park or Dick 
Heal 01323 848705 (Hailsham).

A special prize will be awarded to the Outfit 
judged to be the best turned-out. They will 
receive a trophy in honour of Harry Ferguson 
and the ‘Handshake Agreement’ made with 
Henry Ford of Detroit on 29th June 1939.

Richard G. Heal (1595)

CORNWALL

Here is part of a letter from Harry Jeffery. We 
wish him a speedy recovery from his 
impending operation and the resumption of 
full health in 1996.

Dear Mr Cousins,
I am very pleased to note the change in 
feelings as expressed in the last Newsletter 
and in the comments of the General 
Committee as seen in the Minutes.
I have recently had one hip replacement and 
have another to be done so 1 am not quite as 
active as I could be at the moment.
I hope to be able to send you some material 
in the not too distant future.
Yours sincerely,
Harry Jeffery
Please note my new address and telephone 
number:

H. W. Jeffery 
30 Briarfield 
Rawlings Lane 
Fowey
Cornwall PL23 1DT 
Tel: 01726 833027

This is the famous 
Ferguson Tractor
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MISAPPLICATION OF VEHICLE LOG BOOKS
Here is a recent letter from Mr Bob Oliver, 
who is the head of a DVLA policy group of 
particular Interest to people like ourselves. 
The extent to which his concern extends to 
vintage tractors is unclear in such a general 
letter. However, le t it be sa id that his 
department tends to be supportive and 
constructive in its approach and it is in no 
one’s interest to have that attitude abused. 
Therefore, his letter is being published as 
received and, to make his job easier, his 
departm ent is to be p laced  on the 
complimentary copy list and will henceforth 
receive each Newsletter and Journal.

Dear Editor,
Owning, restoring and running classic 
vehicles has never been more popular. The 
number and variety of advertisements in 
specialist magazines reflects a healthy market 
in vehicles, parts and services. As a regular 
reader, a keen observer of the classic vehicle 
movement and as head of the policy group in 
DVLA responsible for reuniting old vehicles 
with their registration marks, I frequently scan 
your classified ads.

I am rather concerned to see an increasing 
number of advertisements offering “shells and 
logbooks” for sale or offering to buy or sell 
logbooks, particularly for older vehicles. I 
enclose some examples.

A market in logbooks, whether or not 
associated with shells, genuine or othenwise, 
is unacceptable. It can provide the 
unscrupulous with the raw material for 
“ringing” vehicles. This is arguably the worst 
form of car related criminal activity and 
appears to be becoming more of a problem 
in the classic vehicle market. And it can 
encourage the replication of classic vehicles 
which are then passed off to unsuspecting 
purchasers.

A logbook offered with a shell can serve no 
legitimate purpose other than to authenticate 
the origins of the shell. No vehicle built up 
from a bare second hand shell will be allowed 
to retain the registration mark originally 
allocated to the vehicle so the logbook or V5 
will have no value in that respect. And 
advertisements offering to buy or sell 
logbooks or V5s should be treated with 
particular suspicion. Anyone offering a 
logbook or V5 for sale should be prepared to 
state the registration mark and have it passed 
to DVLA. Similarly anyone offering to buy V5s 
or old style logbooks should be prepared to 
have any responses routed via a box number 
and the registration marks notified to DVLA. 
Rest assured, any notified to us will not be 
re-issued.

This trade in logbooks is a threat to the classic 
vehicle movement. It can result in enthusiasts 
being defrauded and it can cast doubt on the 
authenticity of vehicles. I hope you will join 
with DVLA and other club and commercial 
magazine editors to whom I have written, in 
helping to stop this trade. One positive step 
you could take would be to make it clear to 
advertisers that advertisements including 
offers to buy or sell logbooks (whether or not 
associated with shells) will not be accepted.

Yours faithfully,
R. Oliver
Head of Driver and Vehicle Policy Group

FERGUSON CLUB
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LOCAL PR AND MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Assuming you are an interested member or an active local group of members, have you given 
thought to advertising local events and encouraging new members to join your Ferguson 
Club? 1996 and the anniversary celebrations provide an auspicious occasion to make a start. 
And if it works for 1996 why not make the campaign a permanent feature?
Here are some ideas.

• Press Releases to local radio stations and newspapers - they are familiar 
with them, like them and often use them.

• Locai authorities and other agencies such as English Heritage have an 
interest in tourism and recreation and pubiish a caiendar of local events, 
especially to cover the summer months.

• Poster displays in suitably large and strategically placed windows - your 
local Massey Ferguson agent first but all dealers and servicers of tractors 
and agricultural machinery are likely to be useful contacts and there may be 
sponsorship prospects too.

• Knock for knock advertising can be of serious mutual benefit.
• Would your local Massey Ferguson man like an immaculate TE-20 (suitably 

annotated) on periodic display this 50th anniversary year to focus interest, 
invite sentiment and emphasise the reliability of the marque? If he has one 
already, get him into the Ferguson Club.

• Other suitable locations for large to medium sized posters are your local 
post office shop, school, public house, community centre, sports or recreation 
centre, town hall and museum. This list is by no means exhaustive.

• Smaller poster displays suit doctors’ waiting rooms, ditto dentist, the library, 
the local bookshop, reading rooms, adult education centre, village and/or 
parish notice board, small village shop, building society, estate agents and 
local business with through traffic, such as the local garage.

• Bio-degradable small posters suit well placed telegraph poles - think back 
to the last election for the best sites - also temporary boards in fields, 
hedgerows, grass verges and gardens, always with the agreement of the 
owners.

• Have recruitment material and information about forthcoming happenings 
at all your events.

There are moves to introduce a membership pack, a permanent introductory magazine and 
recruitment material - one example is to be enclosed with this Newsletter. All ideas are welcome. 
A good example of local initiative is shown opposite. Geraint Evans and Chris Frith have 
produced permanent display items for Anglesey and North Wales respectively. Some are 
weatherproofed by plastic encapsulation. The originals look very good, suggesting to the 
potential member that here are energetic and well motivated groups it would be a good thing 
to join.
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Y CLWB FERGUSON

THE FERGUSON CLUB
Y clwb annibynnol gwreiddiol a redir gan gnw o 
bobl frwdfrydig ac sy'n hyrwyddo diddordeb yn y 
diweddar Harry Ferguson a'i gynlluniau ar gyfer 
mechaneiddio amaethyddiaeth byd, yn enwedig “ Y 
System Ferguson’. Prif ganolbwynt diddordeb y 
clwb yw’r Ferguson TE 20 - ‘Y Fergie Llwyd’ a 'r 
offer cysylltiedig, ond mae hefyd yn ymweld a’r 
FE35 {Tractor Llwyd Aur) yn ogystal a’r Ferguson 
Brown a’r Ford Ferguson.

The original independent club run by enthusiasts 
which promotes interest in the late Harry Ferguson 
and his designs for the mechanisation of world 
agriculture, in particular ‘The Ferguson System’ 
The club’s principal interest is centred upon the 
Ferguson TE 20 - ‘The Grey Fergie’ and the 
associated implements. In addition the club caters 
for the FE 35 (Grey Gold Tractor) as well as the 
Ferguson Brown and Ford Ferguson.

Mae bon yn aelodaeth fyd eang sydd ar gael i’r 
rheini .sydd adiddordeb ac raae'rffurflen aelodaeth 
ar gael yma:

There is a worldwide membership which is 
available to interested persons, and membership 
forms are available here;

C ysylltw ch os gwelwch yn dda gyda 
chynrychiolydd y clwb ar yr ynys 
Mr. Geraint Evans ar;
(01407) 720492 (nosweithiau) 
a fydd yn falch, os gofynnir iddo, roi cyngor, 
cymorth a gwybodaeth am leoliadau tractorau. offer 
a hen partiau

Please contact the club’s island representative
Mr. Geraint Evans on:
(01407) 720492 (evenings) 
who will gladly provide advice, information, 
assistance, or the location of tractors, implements 
and obsolete parts upon request
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OVERSEAS CORRESPONDENTS

AUSTRALIA

Ferguson Down Under
We are much indebted to Karl-Heinz Kiunke 
(member 1690) for collecting and sending in 
much very interesting material about Fergu
son in Australia. The following is a distillation 
of part of it and the rest has been kept for 
use in later editions of the Newsletter.

Ferguson tractors and equipment were first 
introduced into Australia on a large scale in 
1948. In the years that followed, over 6000 
Fergusons went to work on Australian farms 
every year. In the late Forties, the Fergies 
arrived at the Australian distributors British 
Farm Equipment broken into major 
assemblies inside salt water proof cases. 
There were two tractors to a case and it 
weighed over two tons. Each day 20 tractors 
were assembled to meet the growing demand 
for the revolutionary Ferguson System. 
Between 1948 and 1952/53, over 20,000 
Ferguson tractors went into service in Victoria 
and New South Wales alone, each one 
backed by on farm service. More Ferguson 
tractors were delivered to these two States 
within this period than any other single make 
of tractor.

Ferguson also played an important part in the 
exploration and development of Australia’s 
Antarctic Territory. It was chosen by the 
Department of External Affairs for the 1954 
Expedition for use in general haulage, 
exploration, stores handling, sledge haulage 
and survey work. This was a great tribute to 
the Ferguson’s reputation for versatility and 
reliability. The winch was used to handle 
heavier loads over rocks. On 7th December, 
a Ferguson hauled a spare track for a Weasel 
stranded 50 miles away up the ice slopes. 
The dogs could not haul up the ice and the 
Ferguson saved the day.

The range of Ferguson accessories and 
implements available from the UK were 
readily accepted by Australian farmers. 
However, there was also a market for 
equipments meeting the particular demands 
of Australian agriculture. Consequently, there 
are quite a few Ferguson equipments either 
made by Harry Ferguson of Australia Ltd or 
approved by them. These may not be too 
familiar to our members. Here are one or two 
of these equipments.

Be careful when cleaning the paint off implement commission 
plates. They are delicate items. The metal is thin, the plating is 
marginal and the striking of code and serial numbers is often very 
fine, almost spidery. And often the plates are damaged.

This is no job for the end of a screwdriver, paint scraper or, in 
some cases, anything made of metal. A mild paint stripper, fol

lowed by metal cleaner is to be preferred. Even 0 0  grade wirewool can be too abrasive. 
Duraglit is better. It will take longer but the end result will be well worth the extra time and 
trouble.

Remember, replica plates are now available from Michael Thorne.
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Special Ripper Shares
Soil erosion is a particular problem in many parts of Australia and soil conservation experts 
named the rabbit as the principal cause. The farmers found assistance in these special shares 
by Ferguson which were fitted to the 2-furrow plough beams. These extra long, extra hard 
ripper shares could plough in warrens up to 24 inches in depth. The operator was able to vary 
the depth from his seat and accomplish in hours what a pick and mattock team could not do 
in weeks.

Manufactured for Ferguson by British Farm Equipment (a Division of British 
Standard Cars Ltd)

Fire Fighting Plant
This fire fighting unit was designed especially for the grazier. It was compact, easy to attach to 
the tractor and could be mounted in a few minutes. The drums mounted front and rear gave a 
combined capacity of up to 167 gallons with an application of 6 gallons/minute at a pressure 
of 500 psi. The Ferguson multi-purpose, agricultural, four cylinder radial piston pump had a 
maximum output of 8 gallons/minute at low pressure. This output would supply, two high 
pressure 30 ft hoses. Fitted with wands of 7ft 6 in and fire fighting heads there was an 
effective spray range of 30-40 ft, giving effective fire control over large areas where it was 
needed and in inaccessible places. It was regarded as a long needed contribution for the 
rapid control of bush fires and the establishment of fire breaks.
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Manufactured for Ferguson by British Tractor and Implements, Brisbane

Foster, Victoria December 1995

Dear Fergy Club Management,
We are members of The Harry Ferguson 
Tractor Club of Australia Inc. Recently we 
were fortune enough to be able to attend an 
auction of antiques, nostalgia, bits & pieces 
and many other goodies of which there were 
Ferguson manuals, repair books the odd seat 
(which sold for a mint) or two.

This was a life time collection from one man, 
he had been a service representative for Allis 
Chalmers, BFE. Fiat & Massey Ferg. for many 
years, travelling all over our country side. We 
being dealers in farm machinery & especially 
the little grey Ferguson knew him of old.

His wife kindly kept out an absolute treasure 
for us from the auction. So, after a six and a 
half hour drive... we live in the far south of 
this state and where we had to go was only a 
half hour from the New South Wales Victorian 
border... we arrived at the auction place and

it started at 10am and finished at 4.50 on a 
very hot Saturday in November.

We couldn’t see the lady in question till after 
it was all over and then she presented us with 
a large black hard covered book of which we 
have included photos. Size of item is 25 x 23 
inches. The pictures all have movable parts, 
operated by wheels and tabs. It is in really 
good condition except for a bit of scuffing on 
the cover. Stands in an inverted V when 
opened.

QUESTIONS
How many of these in captivity? What are they 
worth? Have you got one? How many were 
printed?
Foster, where we live is the most southerly 
town on the Australian mainland.
Yours sincerely,
John & Nola Taylor
P.S. Have since found on above item ‘Made 
in USA’ 1953
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Editor: Thank you for your very interesting 
letter. What you have acquired is a typical 
American flip chart, which is a portable aid 
for presentations to either an audience of 
prospective customers or an individual 
prospect, such as an isolated farmer in his 
own home. They are still in wide use, for 
example Amway distributors use them in 
recruiting new members.

As to how many are still in captivity, I have 
no idea but you will see that three of the 
photographs you sent have been published 
in this issue as a first attempt to find out. I 
suspect we are most likely to hear something 
from the United States first, also the most 
likely source for an idea of its value and the 
number manufactured.

Harry Ferguson was a brilliant and tireless 
salesman who lost no opportun ity  of 
promoting the Ferguson System. What you 
have is a superb sales aid, ingeniously 
designed and executed and, surely, exhibiting 
more than a touch of his own meticulous 
attention to detail. It would not be surprising 
to discover that with his experience in the 
American market place he had a hand in its 
design back in the Forties.

The intention is to include an article on your 
new treasure in the Summer Journal by which 
time, hopefully, more Information will be to 
hand. And In answer to your last question -  
No, we have not got one but we now know 
two people who have!

CANADA

John Stevenson (831) has sent in this splendid photograph of Joy Freeman disc harrowing on 
a farm in McBride, British Columbia. The mountain in the distance is thought to be in the 
Cariboo Mountains, possibly Kanihu.

He writes that it reminds him of the extent to which the Fergie has always been in worldwide 
use and the way ladies have always been as capable of using it as any man. Details of the 
tractor are awaited.
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DENMARK

I am sending you a photograph of my 
Fergusons, two of them unrestored because 
we use them on our small farm, as we do 
each year the 31 combine harvester.

I have also got from England another TE-20 
Continental (No 1008) with cast iron gear box, 
Howard reduction gear and the brass fuel filter 
bowl. It has the Ferguson name on the front, 
also on the engine a small plate with 12-10- 
46, I think this must be the date the engine 
was built. This plate is under the distributor 
and the ‘Z120’ is on the block. My other 
Continental does not have this small plate. 
This new tractor was standing in a scrapyard 
for several years with no one interested in 
buying her so my good friend Roger Seidel 
telephoned me one evening and asked if I 
was interested. I said ‘Yes’ and I can tell you 
this is a very good tractor. The engine is very 
good, also the clutch, the gearbox and the 
reduction gearbox. The brakes and hydraulics 
are the only (mechanical) things that require 
attention and there are two small holes in the 
fuel tank, but we can repair that. So I am a 
very lucky person!

We have used the combine every year to 
harvest variously oats, wheat and barley, 
always with good results. The handbook says 
it can be used for many different types of crop.
I have one book in Danish, one in German 
and a big book in English. I could copy bits 
from the English if necessary.

Now I must go and write more letters, one to 
a school that wants to commission an article 
or talk about Harry Ferguson and his tractor, 
a letter to Karl Heinz in Germany and another 
to a Ferguson lover. It is all interesting and 
great fun.
Best wishes from

Merethe Hansen (1096)

The photograph to which Merethe refers is 
the centre spread for this edition o f the 
Newsletter.

STOP PRESS...

50th Year Anniversary - TE20

Dear John 22.01.96
My plans to celebrate this 50th anniversary 
for the TE20 in Denmark will start in the 
springtime when I shall invite people to my 
house to see old movies and pictures and to 
have coffee and cakes.

Later, during the last weekend in July, at the 
same place where the Danish Veteran Club 
every year have a rally for old Tractors, I want 
to hold a very special Ferguson rally. I want 
to invite people with a Ferguson A, 9N, TE-20, 
TE-A 20, TE-C 20, TE-D 20, TE-K 20, TE-F 
20, FE 35, MF35, MF Super 90, MF 135, 
MF165, MF175, MF 178 and also Ford 8N 
and the Massey Harris.

All the tractors must be in good condition and 
I would like them to have implements. I want 
to have Ford 8N and Massey Harris because 
they are a part of the story. Also I want to 
have some showcases to show old pictures, 
sales leaflets and small tools and I would also 
like to have some old fashioned flags where 
the Fergusons are positioned.

We will start at 9am on the Saturday from the 
rally area for a tour around the town of 
Marielyst. I hope we shall have the old MF 
bus as it was a bus Nordisk Tractorcompagni 
used for advertising the Ferguson tractor 
during the 50 years.

We will be back to the rally area in about an 
hour and after that we Fergusons will start to 
go to the ring according to the age of the
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tractor and drive to the commentators wagon. 
There, Frank Schmidt from DVTK and Peter 
Vester from MF in Copenhagen wifi announce 
the history and dates of all our entries and 
tell what happened in the 9N days and also 
in the days of the 8N and about the 
beginnings with Massey Harris. (I have 
translated the book from Colin Fraser, which 
I think is very accurate (?), and have given 
them a copy.)

When we Ferguson people are finished, all 
the other tractors from the rally can be 
advised, so that everyone can have a chat 
with each other and the public. I think that 
the area will be closed around 5.00 pm and

all of us can have supper, music, dance and 
a little chat.

I think it will be the same on the Sunday. I 
hope that Ferguson enthusiasts from FYN 
and Jutland will come and see us and also 
bring a Ferguson tractor to the rally. I hope 
that it will all work out as I wish! Does the 
club have a big banner so that I can advertise 
the 50th Anniversary and the Ferguson Club? 
Best wishes to you all.
Yours sincerely
Merethe Hansen (member 1095)

Editor: We are organizing a Ferguson Club 
banner in Danish

GERMANY
Mr Rainer Wunnemann (member 1130) has kindly sent in this line up of his Ferguson tractors 
in Bergkamen.

1960 FE-35 #215898: 1956 TE-F #517553; 1952 TE-D #257518; 1954 TE-D #414272

According to the record his JE-F 20 was in the last 100 to be built. Other points of interest are: 
the 735 loader which would also adapt to the TE-20; the front hitch with modified cowling 
which looks very professional: the passenger seat on the FE-35 and the second TE-D (these 
seats are illegal in this country); and the silver backed Massey Ferguson decal without 35 or 
half arrow -  see David Akehurst’s letter in Section 1. If the magnifying glass does not deceive
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there is a Multi-Power decal just below hood 
level on the FE-35. Has this immaculate 
tractor been modified for road use? Multi- 
Power was not available until 1962 (?).

May we have more articles from our German 
members please. And would one of them tell

us what Ferguson distribution system existed 
in West Germany before the merger with 
M assey-Harris and when the Massey 
Ferguson plant at EschwegeAA/erra opened. 
The Editor lived in Germany for six years 
between 1957 -  1969 and can never 
remember seeing a Ferguson tractor.

SOUTH AFRICA

Dear John,
First of all, may I offer you my congratulations 
on your election as Chairman, and wish you 
all the success that you need in this difficult 
job. I also hope that all the vacant offices will 
be filled as soon as possible.
As soon as political and especially financial 
matters improve in this country, I shall attempt 
to do more with regard to recruiting new 
members. This leads to my next point. Next 
year in May the annual Royal Show is held in 
Pietermaritzburg, and the S.A. Vintage tractor 
and Engine Club have a permanent stand on 
the Show. This time there will be a Theme to 
the Exhibit -  T h e  Ferguson System ’. 
Members have been asked to bring Ferguson 
implements in addition to tractors, and any 
other relevant things of interest.

I would very much appreciate any assistance 
that you might be able to offer in the way of 
suggestions, posters etc. I think that it would 
also be a good opportunity to promote the 
Ferguson Club.

In the latest Newsletter (I think that the 
Instruction Book’ cover is absolutely great) 
there is a query regarding TE20 covers. Yes, 
I am very interested and would like to have 
three to start with for my three tractors, and I 
see the possible demand for more when other 
people see them. At present 1 am using 
altered (black) LDV (pick-up) covers, which I 
had done to my own design. They work very 
well, and, of course have eyelets and cords 
already in them.

I have been trying to get some original oil 
pressure and temperature gauge dials form 
broken gauges, or whole u/s gauges that I 
can open myself. None are available in this 
country. Do you think I should write to A&G 
Williams who have an advert in the current 
newsletter? Maybe I should do so anyway. 
This is a lovely time of the year with warm 
sunny mornings and thunderstorms in the 
afternoon. The grass is green and not too 
long. This morning at 5.30am I was watching 
a small buck in my orchard eating some of 
the fallen plums.

May I take this opportunity of wishing you and 
your family a Happy Christmas and all the 
best for the coming year.
Kindest regards,
Dennis Field

The Vintage Tractor & Engine Club of 
South Africa (Natal Branch)

Dear Sir,
I write on behalf of the above club to make 
contact with yourselves on a formal basis. We 
are privileged to have among our ranks, your 
South African representative, Dennis Field, 
who lives nearby. It is through him and another 
member Gus Macleod-Henderson, that we 
have decided to contact The Ferguson Club 
direct. As we are so distant, we thought it may 
be preferable if our club were to join as a 
whole and we would keep our members, 
particularly those with Fergusons, up to date 
with your activities and information. Would this 
be possible?
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Our club enjoys several functions {we would 
hesitate to call them UK type rallies!) during 
the year with a current membership of approx. 
97. Our main event is at the annual 
Pietermaritzburg Royal Show held in May. 
Next year will be the 50th anniversary of the 
first Ferguson TE-20 introduced into South 
Africa, so we feel it would be appropriate to 
have a special section with all the Ferguson 
tractor types and as many implements as 
possible. This will be supplemented with an 
indoor display containing what information we 
can produce about Harry Ferguson etc. and 
the dealer network of that era. There are still 
a few elderly folk around who, in their youth, 
attended a very strict school at Stoneleigh! 
We also have, what I believe, is a very rare 
demonstration scale model of the Fergy with 
a trailed and mounted plough to illustrate the 
three point hitch principle.

We would therefore appreciate any help in 
the form of Ferguson inform ation, 
memorabilia and anything else to make our 
show a success. We have read much of the 
literature available, so we are conversant with 
the Ferguson history and the inventor himself. 
It would be most appropriate to have some 
displays or information for visitors to be able 
to appreciate Harry Ferguson’s contribution 
to Agricultural Engineering. It would also be 
appropriate to promote the fact that a serious 
international preservation club such as yours, 
flourishes,
We look forward to hearing from you 
Yours sincerely 
R P North (Secretary)

UK members who have lived or farmed in 
Africa and may be able to help.

Oil pressure and temperature gauges are not 
a problem if one is willing to fit the MF 35 
equivalents, which are available from a 
number of sources, including the Old Twenty 
Parts Company. If, on the other hand original 
instruments in working order are sought there 
is a different situation. Where a ll other 
avenues fail, there do not appear to be 
sources of renovation commensurate with the 
value of our tractors. In the vintage car/ 
commercial vehicle world, gauges are to be 
found at most autojumbles. There are those 
who will repaint or remake dial faces or 
recondition the whole instrument, at a price. 
Of course, these facilities are still available 
to tractor owners who insist upon authenticity. 
We have spoken to A.& G. Williams and find 
them most helpful, they will go through 
present stock to see what might be useful to 
Dennis Field. But they confirm that when 
tractors reach the b reake r’s yard  the 
instrum ents are usua lly m issing or 
unsalvageable.

We will look again at the supply of new 
gauges in the UK. May we ask our American 
members what the supply situation is in the 
United States? Regarding original gauges 
and their refurbishment, it may be that the 
club should take a long term view in this area 
and see what might be done. Expect an article 
on the basic instruments later this year.

Contacts for the Pietermaritzburg Royal Show:

Editor. We are in touch with Dennis Field and 
the Natal Branch of The Vintage Tractor & 
Engine Club of South Africa but if any of our 
members have photographic or other material 
which they feel might be of interest to him 
would they please feel free to talk to him direct 
and just let me know. Perhaps we also have

Dennis Field (member 491)
Post Office Box 3, ELANDSKOP 4540, Natal, 
South Africa Tel: 0331 97891

R.P. North
Secretary of VT&EC of SA (Natal Branch) 
Post Office Box 118, HILTON 3245, Natal, 
South Africa Tel: 0331 433496 (Home)
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UNITED STATES

r . Z^6

FERGUSON TRACTOR
a n d  F E R G U S O N  SY ST E M  IM P LE M E N T S

DAVID LORY
T e l e p h o n e  

( 6 0 8 )  3 4 8 - 6 3 4 4
5 6 0 4  S O U T H W E S T  R O A D  

P L A T T E V IL L E ,  W l  5 3 8 1 8 - 9 6 1 0

Dear Mr Cousins,
I enjoye(d the latest issue of the Ferguson Club Newsletter.
Enclosed is a list of the Ferguson tractors and implements I have to date. I also have a large 
collection of manuals and sales literature. If there is anything I can do to help the club please 
feel free to ask.
Best wishes for you in 1996.
Sincerely,
David Lory

TRACTORS
1939 Ford Ferguson, #2450 
1948 Ferguson TE-20, #23207, Engine #Z120 29189
1950 Ferguson TO-20, #17656 Engine #Z120?
1951 Ferguson TO-30, #64229, Engine #Z129 306529
1955 Ferguson TO-35, #148420, Engine #Z134 609498
1956 Ferguson F-40, #CGM 401615, Engine #Z314 638772
1957 Ferguson FE-35, #SDF 16160, Engine SJ10069ES

Editor: The implements are listed on page 33 in Section 2.
I am very keen to build up a strong American section in the Newsletter and this is just the 
kind of communication it will take to do it. There is a need to re-emphasise the connections 
between Harry Ferguson’s work on both sides of the Atlantic and the example of American 
volume production which made it possible.

Published: Quarterly
Cost: $17 U.S. Dollars (approx. £9 - £10) N9N-2N-8N

NEW SLETTER

G erald W. Rinaldi, 154  B lackw ood Lane, Stam ford , CT 069 0 3  U.S.A.
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LADIES SECTION
WELCOME 1996

I hope Ladies you won’t forget 
As 1996 dawns bright and new,
To keep this page ongoing 
I need the help from you.

1995 started the Ladies Page,
Then unbeknown to me 
Sub-editors post I did receive,
Is this what I wanted to be?

I was happy to write an ode or two, 
And stick flowers in an oasis block. 
Cook meals, do washing and ironing. 
Patch jeans and darn an odd sock.

Seems now I must look ahead. 
Computers I should learn to use, 
Word Processing, typing or fax.
High tech -  whatever I choose.

Back to reality I must come, 
Resolutions ladies you’ve made,
To send in those photos or jottings, 
To see on your page them displayed.

I must not go on any further,
The deadline is close 1 fear,
May I take the opportunity,
To wish you all a Happy New Year.

Northern Ireland 1996 

TE 20 50th Anniversary Celebrations

This year ladies encourage those men to take 
you to Northern Ireland for your holiday to 
join in the celebrations. A warm Irish welcome 
will await you (after you’ve tackled the Irish 
Sea) and I know ladies interests have been 
taken into consideration.

A Special Tractor for a Special Day

As promised the full version of the story of 
my daughters wedding in September 1993.

As a family we were all very excited in March 
1993, when Joanne became engaged to Nick, 
the local blacksmith. Our elation was short 
lived when the happy couple duly announced 
that they had a house and there was no need 
to wait, September 25th 1993 was D-Day.

It was Harvest Festival weekend so a country 
theme was to be adopted. As a cross stitch 
fanatic we decided to embroider the front 
covers of the orders of service and invitations, 
so we started immediately. Poppies and corn 
were very much in evidence on cream linen 
and the three ladies who helped me must 
have been sick of the sight of them by the 
end. That was the first item dealt with. 
Secondly came the cake, a traditional three 
tier fruit cake made by the bride’s Godmother 
and iced professionally by a friend. That was 
a challenge, poppies and corn again with field 
mice and at the insistence of the Bridegroom, 
who has a fondness for game birds, a 
woodcock and a teal were carefully moulded. 
Dresses and bridesmaids colour, a dark 
green watermarked taffeta were decided. 
Flowers came next. No problem, as being a 
florist by trade this was my particular forte. 
Joanne actually had no say in this as I could 
see the whole church and all the flowers in 
my mind. The main flowers in church all 
included poppies and corn, but to cut down 
on costs and because of the harvest festival 
we tied stooks of corn with dark green ribbons 
and poppies entwined with fru it and 
vegetables at the bases. These were placed 
everywhere else where flowers should be. 
Head dresses, posies and bouquets all were 
to be made with corn, rose hips and ivy 
included. The venue for the reception was our

85



THE FERGUSON CLUB

local village hall which was duly decorated in 
the same theme. All ladies were given bridal 
favours, sugared almonds in cream net, with 
an ear of corn and poppy in the neck of each 
and ties with dark green ribbon.

onto new metal sides and chassis members.

A new hardwood floor, with the help of John, 
a Ferguson Club member, was purchased at 
the cost of £100.00.

That appeared to be all the main points 
covered apart from mode of transport to 
church. What else could it be, with the country 
theme but a Ferguson tractor and trailer, duly 
loaned by my brother Ian Halstead, but with 
one major problem, the trailer was in very poor 
condition. Countdown had begun. Here 
follows Ian’s itinerary as to the repair job.

Ferguson 30 cwt. Tipping Trailer 
Model No. L-JE-40

I purchased this trailer in very poor condition 
from Cumbria in 1990. The sides were falling 
off and the bottom had rotted out. The tyres 
were also very flat, in fact perished. I kept the 
shell under cover as a future project, which 
materialised rather quickly after my Niece 
decided to get married in the same year she 
got engaged. It was now all systems go.

I got a local firm to do the complete fabrication 
job. We welded all new side strengtheners

The hydraulic tipping ram had suffered severe 
weather corrosion. This was cleaned down 
and a new pipe fitted. What luck, I thought, 
no leaks. The chain on the tipping gear was 
totally seized and I had to free this off with 
the use of gas.

After every part was re-assembled it was off 
to the spray booth and given 2 undercoats 
and 2 overcoats.

This was a major project undertaken in a short 
time, but not quite the end, as the Bride and 
Groom had to have a seat, and an archway 
to carry a bower of flowers. The seat was 
constructed of plywood with a very smart 
tartan cover. The m aterial was once 
purchased by my brother Peter as a job lot, 
so he was very pleased to get rid of a few 
yards! The archway was a length of alkathene 
water pipe fitted into the seat and was 
unrecognisable after the flowers were added.
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September 23rd, and I breathed a sigh of relief as I transported both tractor and trailer to 
Great Hale for the big day. Incidentally the tractor used for this occasion was a TEC 20 with 
full lighting kit and with my son Richard at the wheel it behaved impeccably.

What can I add? We had a wonderful memorable day which would not have been so without 
the help of all our family.
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Winter Recipes
Another thank you to Mr. Robert Geiser, a 
USA member and his wife Hiltrude, who 
quickly followed up on my request for an 
American recipe. 1 have not, as yet made this 
recipe as I am unable to purchase Zwieback 
or graham cracker crumbs. If any lady knows 
where to purchase these, please drop me a 
line and we will publish The Geiser Recipe 
for Cherry Cheesecake’ in the next issue. 
Many thanks also to Merethe Hansen 
(Denmark), Mrs Yana Evans (Anglesey) and 
David Field (South Africa) for sending in their 
recipes and giving us a truly international 
flavour!

Danish Meatballs
Serves 4

Mwy O Mon —  More from Anglesey

Mae’r gaeaf wedi gyrraedd ac fel arfer mae’n 
bwysig cadw’r bwgan Iwyd yn gynnes.

Winter is upon us and as ever it’s important 
to keep the Grey Menace functioning for the 
early morning cold starts!

Cig Oen Cymreig gyda Saws 
Pupur Coch

2 bupur coch (canol)
6 x 4  owns/120g steciau cig oen 
Pinsiad o bupur cayenne 
Halen
3 llwy de o oleu olewydd
1 nionyn (canol), wedi eu dorri’n fan 
1 clof 0 garlleg

500 grms chopped or minced pork or veal 
2 or 3 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon pepper
1 egg
50 grms wheat flour
2 to 3 decilitre milk 
1 small onion
1 meat extract cube

First put the mince meat in a mixing bowl and 
stir well with the salt (you can also use a 
machine) add pepper and the egg, milk, meat 
extract cube, wheat flour, and chopped onion. 
You must stir it very well and leave it for 1 hour, 
then check it and maybe add some more milk.

When it is easy to form, make meatballs with 
a tablespoon and fry them in a pan using 
margarine orfat. They must be well browned. 
With these meatballs you can eat Potatoes 
and Parsley sauce. Brown sauce, and they 
also make a tasty sandwich filling. They can 
be served hot or cold.

1 would like to say how much I enjoy the 
Ladies page.

Merethe Hansen (member 1096)

1. Cynheswch y gril ymlaen 
weddoi boeth. Rhoddwch y 
i’w grilio, a trowch hwy’n ami 
yn dechrau duo. Tynnwch 
gorchuediwch hwy gyda 
Gadael iddynt oeri’n iawn 
croen. Tynnwch yr hadau a’r 
y pupran fan.

Haw fel eu fod yn 
puprau Oddi tano 
hyd nesybyd ian t 
hwy Oddi yno, a 
c h a d a ch  g lan . 

. yna plic iw ch y 
canol, athorrwch

2. Rhoddwch y steciau cig oen ar rac padell 
y gril. Ychwanegwch bupur cayenne a halen. 
Coginiwch hwy dan grii gweddol saeth am 6 
- 8 ar SOS ochr hyd oni fyddant yn frau a’r 
braster wedi darfod diferu.

3. Yn y cyfamser cynheswch yr olew olewydd 
mewn sospan, a ffriwch y nionyn yn ysgafn 
gyda’r garlleg am oddeutu 3 munud, hyd nes 
y bydd y cwbl wedi meddalu. Ychwanegwch 
y cyfan o’r pupur ac eithrio llond dwy Iwy fwrdd 
a thro ffriwch y cwbl am funud, yna 
ychwanegwch y tomatos. Yna dewch a’r cwbl 
i’r pwynt berwi a gadewch iddo ffrwtian yn 
ysgafn am 5 munud.

4. Tynnwch y saws o’r gwres, a’i flendio mewn 
hylipwr neu brosesydd bwyd. Rhoddwch ef
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yn ol y y badel! i'w gynhesu drwyddo, gan 
ychwanegu’r pupur sydd ar 61. Ychwanewch 
halen a phupur fel fynnoch.

5. Serfiwch y steciau cig oen gyda’r saws 
pupur coch.

Paratoi: 20 munud. Coginio - 20 munud. Ar 
gyfer 6.

Welsh Lamb with Red Pepper Sauce

2 medium red peppers
6 X 4 oz lean lamb steaks 
pinch of cayenne pepper 
salt
3 teaspoons olive oil
1 medium onion, finely chopped 
1 garlic clove, crushed

1. Preheat the grill to medium hot. Place the 
peppers underneath and grill them, turning 
frequently, until their skins begin to blacken. 
Remove, and cover with a clean cloth. Allow 
to cool completely, then peel off their skins. 
Remove the seeds and core, and chop the 
peppers.

2. Place the lamb steaks on the rack of the 
grill pan. Season with cayenne pepper and 
salt. Cook under a medium hot grill for 6 - 8 
minutes on each side until tender and the fat 
stops dripping.

3. Meanwhile, heat the olive oil in a saucepan 
and saute the onion and garlic for about 3 
m inutes, until softened. Add all but 2 
tablespoons of the chopped pepper and stir- 
fry for 1 minute, then add the tomatoes. Bring 
to the boil, then simmer gently for 5 minutes.

4. Remove the sauce from the heat, then 
blend until smooth in a liquidizer or food 
processor. Return to the pan to heat through, 
adding the reserved pepper. Season to taste.

5. Serve the lamb steaks with the red pepper 
sauce.

Preparation: 20 minutes. Cooking: 20 minutes 
Serves 6

Hotpot Sosej a Ffa
Ar gyfer 3

6 sosej flasus
2 dun 400g (14 owns) flageolet neu ffa lima 
Tin 400g (14 owns) o ffa gwynion
1 jar 540g (19 owns) passata tomato
2 Iwy de past tsili neu 3 tsili coch poeth
2 Iwy de o fustard gronynnog 
1 Iwy de 0 fustard Saesneg
3 tomato, wedi eu haneru 
Persli wedi eu dorri’n fan.

Mae’r hotpot ffa a sosej i ’w gael mewn llawer 
diwylliant. Mae’r Eidalwyr yn defnyddio ffa 
canneoleini a zampone, mae gan y  Ffrancwyr 
eu cassoulet ac mae’r Sbaenwyr yn bwyta 
fabada (ffa, pore a chorys, a sosej paprica). 
Nid oes gan Brydain, fel y  cyfan byd o fwyd 
cenedlaethol sy'n cynnwys sosej a ffa, er ein 
bod yn bwyta miliynau o ffa ac yn gwneud 
sosejis da lawn. Mae’n ymddangos bod well 
gennyn sosejis a ffa mewn tuniau. Yma, 
byddwyn yn awgrymu flageolet neu ffa Una 
oherwydd eu bod yn well ar gyfer y broses 
o’u rhoi mewn tun na rhai mathau eraill.

Dull
Diferwch a streliwch y tuniau ffa. Ffriwch y 
sosejis, mewn ychydig o olew os bydd angen, 
hyd nes y byddant yn lliw aur, ond nid yn lliw 
brown, ar y naill ochr a’r Hall. Cymysgwch y 
defnyddiau sy’n weddill, ar wahan i’r perslei, 
a hoddwch hwy mewn caserol dal gwres. 
Ychwanegwch y sosejis a’ur rhostio mewn 
ffwrn a gynheswyd eisoes 230'^C (450°F, nwy 
8) am 20 - 25 munud, hyd nes bod y cyfan yn 
byriymu ac yn lliw brown ysgafn ar y top. 
Gwasgarwch dros y persli.

90



THE FERGUSON CLUB

fabada (beans, pork and chorizo, the paprika 
sausage). Britain as such has no national 
bean-sausage dish, even though we eat 
beans in their millions and make some fine 
sausages. We seem to prefer beans and 
chipolatas in tins. The version I suggest is 
flageolet or lima bins as they survive the 
canning process rather better than some.

Method
Drain and rinse the tins of beans. Fry the 
sausages, in a little oil if necessary, until they 
are golden but not brown on each side. Mix 
the remaining ingredients, apart from the 
parsley, and spoon into an ovenproof 
casserole. Add the sausages and bake in a 
preheated oven at 230°C (450°F, gas 8) for 
20 - 25 minutes until everything is bubbling 
and lightly browned on top. Scatter over the 
parsley.

Mrs Yana Evans 
Ynys Mon -  Anglesey

FERGUSON CLUB

Recipe from South Africa
Here is an old Transvaal recipe for you.

Tante Nellie se Bobotie 
(Aunt Nellie’s Bobotie)

500g cooked mutton, minced 
2 large slices wholewheat bread
1 tablespoon curry powder
2 tablespoons lemon juice
half cup seedless raisins (Soaked overnight) 
2 lemon leaves, 2 bay leaves 
2 large chopped onions 
2 eggs
2 tablespoons honey
half cup chopped salted peanuts
1 large grated apple
Salt, pepper, milk, butter

Soak bread well in milk. Saute onion in but
ter. Drain both and add to meat and mix well. 
Add other ingredients except eggs and leaves. 
Heat in potto boiling point, add 1 beaten egg 
and remove from stove. Put in buttered oven 
dish. Whip other egg, adding a little of the 
drained milk. Put leaves on meat and pour 
beaten egg over whole mixture. Bake in slow 
oven about 3/4 hours. Serve with yellow rice 
and a peach chutney.

Thanks to Dennis Field

R vrts CS U R P L U S  M R A C T O R  l ^ A R T S
3 2 1 5  W est M ain A ve. •  P .O . Box 2 1 2 5  

Fargo, N orth  D akota  5 8 1 0 7  G .S .A .
Phone 7 0 1 -2 3 5 -7 5 0 3  • Fax 7 0 1 -2 8 0  9 3 2 8  •  Telex 4 9 7 2 4 6 4

N ew , G s e d  a n d  R e b u i l t  T r a c to r  P a r t s

O R P .

BATTERIES
LINCON WORKS

G.D. NEGUS . R.H. NEGUS 
ARTERIAL ROAD - LEIGH-ON-SEA ■ ESSEX ■ SS9 4EG 

Tel: (01702) 525374 or 528711
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THE ARCHERS AND THE FERGUSON CLUB
THEIR PASSION FOR A FERGIE

This was the title of an article by Roger Dobson in the Daily Telegraph of 19th November 
1995. We are grateful for his and their permission to re-publish it here.
If you enjoy The Archers, you will know that a Ferguson owned by Tony Archer has featured 
prominently over the last six months. Well, we all know that this is just a radio programme but 
did you know that a bastion of the Ferguson Club, George Field, made life a lot easier for the 
photographer and that it was one of his TE-Ds that provided the background on the BBC 
sound track? The Ferguson Club has had a very good write up thanks to this radio seriai and 
the Daily Telegraph article. Before you ask, we are in hot pursuit of the many letters and 
American company to which the article refers.

Old troupers: Archers fan George Field, with his Fergusons. ‘The Fergie’s beauty is its 
simplicity,' he says Photo: Daily Telegraph 19th Nov 1995

The Archers’ new star is a tractor. 

Roger Dobson

meets the devotees of the Ferguson

On the second whirl of the starting handle, 
the engine coughs into life. The empty 
lemonade bottle which is covered in cobwebs 
and had been lying under the steering wheel

falls to the floor and smashes as the engine 
vibrates, filling the air with a decade’s worth 
of dust.

It is a cold November morning in 
Herefordshire and another little grey Fergie 
is being kicked back into action after being 
rescued from the corner of a barn. Across
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the country, hundreds of buffs are now 
renovating, repairing and running Ferguson 
tractors made half a century ago.

A nuclear scientist, a retired airline pilot, two 
GPs, a solicitor and a lecturer are among the 
unlikely devotees of a tractor that 
revolutionised life in post-Second World War 
rural Britain.

Interest in the Fergies has been growing for 
some time but it has now been given a big 
boost with a starring role in The Archers. Since 
Tony Archer began to renovate his old Fergie, 
demand for the Ferguson has rocketed, with 
the real threat that auction prices, currently 
£250 to £400, may be forced up.

The man largely responsible for reintroducing 
Britain’s best known farming family to the 
Fergie is the agricultural story editor of The 
Archers, Anthony Parkin, himself a former 
owner.

“One of the writers suggested that Tony Archer 
should get a tractor to do up and that a 
girlfriend should be brought on to the scene 
to help him,” he says.

“It was down to me to sort out the tractor side. 
I had a Fergie when I was farming and the 
old Ferguson was written into the script. Since 
then we have had a lot of letters from people 
wanting to contact the Ferguson Club and we 
also had one from a company in the US 
interested in making components for the 
tractor.”

Between the late 1930s and 1956, nearly one 
million Ferguson tractors were made and it is 
reckoned that more than 100,000 are still in 
operation around the world, from the two used 
by monks in a monastery in Peru to about 
500 still working on the Orkney and Shetland 
islands.

Ulsterman Harry Ferguson first hit on the idea 
of integrating the tractor with the equipment 
in 1917, but it was not until 1936 that the first 
commercial tractor was produced. The genius 
of his design, still used in today’s tractors, was 
to make the plough or any other implement 
an integral part of the tractor rather than being 
simply dragged behind.

“The beauty of the Fergie is its simplicity. Its 
development by Harry Ferguson is one of the 
least known and most important British 
success stories” says George Field, a 
neighbour of Parkin who retired recently as 
secretary of the Ferguson Club and who has 
eight Fergusons. Three of them are in regular 
use on his 116-acre Worcestershire farm, 
including one from 1939. Another one of his 
tractors is used for the sound effects in The 
Archers.

“We are not using them purely for enjoyment, 
they do a lot of serious work,” says Field. “1 
bought another one last week for £310, put a 
plough on it and went to work straight away.” 
Bryan Laurence, an adult education lecturer, 
is one of the enthusiasts who has completely 
restored a Fergie and who discovered, like Tony 
Archer, how well they survived years of neglect.

“Mine had been lying in a peat bog for a 
couple of years before we pulled it out but 
the engine started at the second swing,” he 
says. “We took a bucket of peat out of the 
gearbox but it was not in a bad condition and 
it took about 10 months to renovate.”

Norman Shearer, who has a croft four miles 
from Kirkwall on Orkney Mainland, has six 
Fergies in working order and four relics. “My 
wife’s father used to be the salesman here 
and 1,160 Fergies were sold in Orkney and 
Shetland and I’d say more than half are still 
working,” he says. “That is a real testament 
to the tractor.”
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POSTBAG
Editor:
Where possible, the letter from a member is 
published in what is judged to be the most 
suitable part of the Newsletter. A technical 
item will go to a technical section and so on. 
Postbag is for letters of a more general nature 
or where a member simply wants to express 
an opinion. To this Newsletter, letters of all 
types are meat and drink. Opinions are 
valuable because they point up things we are 
missing as well as confirming that we have 
got something right. After all, this Is your club. 
Time simply does not permit an answer to all 
letters where there is a day job to do but they 
are received with enjoyment and read every 
one. Nothing is wasted. So please, if you feel 
like writing in, why not do so? Your letter will 
never be taken for granted.

14/11/95
Vice Chairman. Ferguson Club 
Dear Ian,
Nice to hear from you yesterday and trust 
everything is now going along alright. Please 
find enclosed an article for inclusion in the 
next edition of the Ferguson Magazine. May I 
congratulate you and all concerned for the 
enthusiasm and dedication in bringing about 
the resurgence of the Club. I wish you all every 
success .
Yours sincerely,

Richard Heal (member 1595)

Dear Mr Cousins,
Please find enclosed my check in amount of 
$20.00 for 1996 dues in the Ferguson Club.
1 certainly hope that the club can survive and 
thrive in the future. I owned Ferguson tractors 
some 40 years ago when I was farming and 
since retiring have been collecting antique 
tractors as a hobby. I now have a ‘set’ of the 
Ferguson models made in the United States 
-  a TO-20, TO-30, TO-35 and an F-40. My 
next door neighbour has a TE-20 that I’m

hoping he will sell to me.
I belong to an Antique Tractor Club in the area. 
There are approximately 150 members in our 
club and would you believe I’m the only 
member with Ferguson tractors?
Yours truly,

Jim Storment 
325 Linden Ave, Centralia, IL62801

Editor: Thank you Mr Storment and be 
assured the Ferguson Club will survive and 
thrive. You will read elsewhere In this edition 
of a hope to develop the United States section 
of the Newsletter. A photograph or two of your 
tractors plus notes or an article will be most 
welcome in contributing towards that aim.

Dear Sir,
Many congratulations on an excellent first 
edition of the Ferguson Club Newsletter. This 
is an outstanding achievement after a very 
difficult time. Keep up the good work.
Thank You

C. Powell, Hereford (member 1623) 

Dear Mr Jamieson,
Many thanks indeed for the information with 
regard to the Club, I have read the Newsletter 
from cover to cover today and find much of 
interest and memory tugging. I am only sorry 
that I have not been a paid up member before 
but time, work and many other interests have 
taken their toll.

You will note from the information sheet that I 
sent you that I have a total of seven Ferguson 
tractors five of which are the T20’s and two 
35’s. My involvement with the ‘little’ grey tractor 
started way back in 1944 when as a young 
lad starting work, was put on a Ford Ferguson 
on one of the County Farms to scuffle 
between rows of swedes, but the main 
tractors we drove at the time were the old 
Standard Fordson, until I went to manage the
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Margam Park Farm, for the late Sir David 
Evans Bevan in Jan. 1951 and from that time 
on have never been without a ‘Little Grey 
Fergie’. Starting up my own business in 1960 
having spent two years 1958/59 as a 
demonstrator for the local Massey-Ferguson 
distributors ‘J. E. Howard’ of Bridgend, 
Carmarthen, Gowerton and Newport.

All the tractors I have are working and in first 
class order but not what I would call mint 
condition, however one TEF c/w a spinner 
broadcaster is going to have a re-spray before 
next season starts and I might just get around 
to doing one or two others in the fullness of 
time.

My regards to you and yours for the year 
ahead and if I can do anything to help at any 
time please let me know.
Sincerely,

Basil George, Bridgend (1971)

Editor: Mr George has sent in some very 
interesting photocopies, including the delivery 
of new MF35 and 65 in the Carmarthen area. 
The club tends to concentrate on the grey 
tractors but we do cover the MF35 and 65 
and it would be interesting to develop a corner 
for the rather neglected 65. Anyone agree?

Dear Mr Cousins
Congratulations on the last Newsletter, the 
content is most interesting, the cover design 
a stroke of genius and having decided to 
follow the George Field precedent has proved 
to be a worthy magazine which is a credit to 
all concerned. I do hope that you will be able 
to ‘bully’ the membership into providing 
worthwhile items for publication.

Keep up the good work - it is so refreshing to 
see the Ferguson Club up and running again 
and providing what so many of us ‘ordinary’ 
members need i.e. a regular Newsletter of

Ferguson news, views, technical information 
and access to parts, accessories etc.
Yours,

Peter Phillips (member 959)

Editor: Peter was the club’s auditor for a 
number of years and this gives a chance to 
thank him for his professional efforts in 
support of the club’s financial accounting. He 
works in the agricultural sector and is well 
placed to observe local activities of interest 
to members.

Dear Mr Cousins,
The Newsletter arrived today. Thank you for 
keeping things going. As an ordinary member 
(and intending to stay that way) it is reassuring 
to receive sound information occasionally. It 
helps to keep No. 165060 going. Thank You. 
Best wishes,

Dennis Trevarthen (member 1214)

No. 165060 is our shyest TE-20 and it is a 
real pleasure to meet her so charmingly At 
Home.
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CLUB NOTICEBOARD

Our first notice in 1996 is addressed to member Harry Woollam:
We would like to wish Harry all the very best on his 40th Birthday. If you keep going as good 
as the Fergie after 40 years, you won’t do so bad.

Caroline, Robert and Rachael

Shropshire & Staffordshire
Mr Paul Waring (851) has stepped aside from representing members in Shropshire and 
Staffordshire. Would local members please put their heads together and find a replacement 
to sit on the General Committee or a representative from each county if they would prefer
that.

General Committee Membership
The new General Committee has got off to a good start as may be seen elsewhere in this 
edition. It is in everyone’s interest that representative members be positive thinking. They 
should be prepared to encourage the local development of the Ferguson Club and represent 
their local members vigorously on the General Committee, which henceforth will be the body 
determining club policy and direction.

Gloucestershire
The General Committee has welcomed with the greatest pleasure Dick Dowdeswell’s offer to 
represent members in Gloucestershire. He has also offered access to his collection of Ferguson 
photographic material, which we hope to take up to the benefit of future editions of the 
Newsletter and Journal. His wide experience and years at Harry Ferguson Ltd are now to be 
available at the very centre of the Ferguson Club.

Affiliation with NVT&EC
Our affiliation with the National Vintage Tractor & Engine Club was allowed to lapse at the end 
of 1995. This was the unanimous decision of the Genera! Committee and it was based upon 
the lack of benefit to the Ferguson Club and the promulgation in 1993/94 of items detrimental 
to the Ferguson Club. There is, of course, nothing in this decision to inhibit individuals enjoying 
membership of both clubs nor the transaction of correspondence and information at 
administrative level.

John Bradshaw Electrical
A number of members have tried unsuccessfully to get in touch with John Bradshaw. We have 
followed up a number of suggested leads but to no avail. Clearly, there is a need for a specialist 
to meet the service he is/was offering. If there is a member who knows one such who is 
reliable or who contemplates setting up a reliable service him or herself, the Newsletter would 
be pleased to provide space for promotion.
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Newsletter and Journal Back Numbers

This is a summary of the back numbers available:

Volume 1 No. 1 1986 Photocopies NIL Copies NIL
2 1986/87 NIL NIL
3 1987 NIL NIL
4 1987 NIL NIL

Volume 2 No. 1 1987 NIL NIL
2 1988 NIL NIL
3 1988 NIL NIL

Volume 3 No. 1 1989 10 NIL
2 1989 8 NIL
3 1989/90 11 77

Volume 4 No. 1 1990 12 72
2 1990 12 70
3 1991 12 42

Volume 5 No. 1 1991 NIL 32
2 1991/92 NIL 28
3 1992 NIL 103

Volume 6 No 1 1992 NIL 361
2 1993 NIL 99
3 1993 NIL 216

Volume 7 No. 1 1994 NIL 240
2 1994 NIL 123

Volume 8 No. 1 1995 NIL 72

It is policy to reduce holdings generally to a more manageable level. Five of each are to be 
sent to Archives. A quantity will be on sale at the AGM as usual but in the meantime copies 
may be purchased as follows on the basis of first come first served:

Volumes 3 - 6 (inclusive) £ 1.50 per copy (incl postage)

Volume 7 (colour cover) £ 2.00 per copy (incl postage)
Photocopies (where shown) £ 1.50 per copy (incl postage)

Volumes 3 - 7  (set of 14) £15.00 (plus postage)

Enquiries should be addressed to John Cousins, who is holding the stock in East Suffolk.
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Narrow Width Tractors
As we cannot extract this information electronically or even be sure that the club has a complete 
record of its members’ holdings it would help to know how many members possess narrow 
width tractors (including Reekie) of one kind or another. It has been suggested that the club 
might include a Narrow Width Section so as to better cater for the particular requirements of 
spare parts and implements and the exchange of information generally. For example, many 
Reekie conversions seem to have been subjected to the current, truly disgusting habit of 
removing their Reekie badges before sale. Reekie Engineering still exist. Should we be asking 
them to manufacture for the club a batch each of the two types of badge that were used by 
them? Who better to do it’?

50th Anniversary Commemorative Items
We are considering for both sale to members and presentation to helpful persons and agencies 
a special production run of china mugs by Border Fine Arts Ltd similar to those already in 
circulation and a new wall plaque. This would comprise the club logo in blue and some form of 
suitable inscription. The plaque project is being co-ordinated by Ian Halstead and he would 
welcome some indication of the likely volume response as this is going to affect cost. Conversely, 
the club could consider a more expensive limited edition mounted upon a wooden shield.

Replica TE-20 Range Tractor Covers
We have a provisional price for two qualities of replica tractor covers based upon a production 
run of 20 covers in each category. The price would reduce somewhat for a run of 50. The 
makers tag would include the words ‘Manufactured for the Ferguson Club’. We need response 
from members now before commissioning prototypes.

material and quality close to the original 
PVC quality for on farm use

£60 (incl. VAT) + postage 
£48 (incl. VAT) + postage

Response and enquiries to Ian Halstead please.

ReplicaTE-F 20 6 Volt Battery Covers
These are Part Nos 4159056 (Battery Cover) and 4159915 (Inspection Plate), the whole 
comprising the Battery Cover and Inspection Plate Assembly. They are usually missing. We 
can make these as two options;

• a solid replica cover which has, therefore, to be removed
in order to check or top up the battery -  £19.00

• an exact copy, having the removable plate -  £29.00

These prices include VAT but not postage and packing. The club would pay for the three 
moulds involved if there was a demand for both options. Respond to Ian Halstead please.

FE-35/MF-35 Tractor Covers
If the TE-20 replica tractor cover project is a success we may be able to consider something 
similar for the FE/MF-35 tractor. Would this be supported? If there is sufficient interest we 
shall need sight of an original. Please reply to Ian Halstead.

98



THE FERGUSON CLUB

Ferguson Club Badge
We are contemplating the production of a club badge that can be sewn to overalls, work 
jackets, wind cheaters etc. For 1996 it would be the 50th Anniversary badge as advertised on 
page 105 but embroidered onto a white background material, round or oval in shape and with 
the edge close stitched in blue. For a run of 100 we could retail at £4.50 (including VAT) plus 
19p stamp for an envelope. Thereafter, the badge would lose the gold anniversary detail. It 
would help to know if the level of interest would justify a production run in time for the AGM. 
Please reply to Norman Shearer.

Notice of an Annual General Meeting
The 1996 Annual General Meeting of the Ferguson Club will be held in the P & 0  Terminal 
Building at Larne, County Antrim, Northern Ireland on 14 May 1996, beginning at 10.00 am 
sharp and this is the Notice of that meeting as required by Rule 32 of the Constitution.

Nominations. Rules 14-16 require the nomination and election of executive officers (Chair, 
Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Executive Officer/Secretary) while the election of the Membership 
Secretary as opposed to co-option is discretionary. An amendment to bring the Membership 
Secretary within the executive and so make it an elected office is to be presented as an 
amendment to the Constitution at the AGM. This new appointment has proved to be essential 
to the proper administration of the club. Rule 30 requires nominations to be sent to the Executive 
Committee not less than 60 days before the AGM.

Rules 4 and 16 require the scrutiny of nominations to ensure that there is no conflict of 
interest that might be detrimental to the Ferguson Club. The reason for this is very simple. 
This is an independent members’ club and as such it cannot directly or indirectly, be or 
appear to be the tool of commercial interests, or even afford to be moved in that direction. 
Such scrutiny, if it posed the rejection of a nomination, would invoke the General Committee 
as the proper democratic forum in which to reach a decision.

The present officers (Chair -  John Cousins, Vice Chair -  Ian Halstead and Membership Secretary 
-  Lawrence Jamieson) are all willing to serve another term and are eligible within the rules of 
the Constitution. If you wish to do so you may nominate them. If you wish to nominate another 
member for one of these offices it must be with his or her consent. The offices of Treasurer 
and Executive Officer/Secretary have remained unfilled since the previous AGM, to the great 
detriment of the club. Nominations to these offices also require the consent of the nominee. A 
member is free to nominate him or herself.

You are invited to submit your nominations for these posts as soon as possible, together with 
a few words about your nominee. Nominations will be sent out together with voting papers in 
the same envelope as the material for the AGM in March. For those unable to attend the 
AGM, this will allow time for their postal votes to be counted before the AGM and added to 
those taken at the AGM. Provided they are legible, you may scribble your nominations on the 
back of an envelope but do please ensure that your name and membership number are 
entered and that you sign it.

If you do not have a copy of the Constitution and Rules and wish to obtain a copy you should 
telephone John Cousins.
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THE WINTER QUIZ
These 30 questions, mostly general knowledge, are intended to cover the Ferguson board. A 
number of knowledgeable members have contributed to their selection. The prize is a free 
crossing to Northern Ireland for a car and two passengers between 9 -  20th May 1996.

In the interests of fairness, no General Committee (which includes the Executive Committee) 
member is eligible to take the prize, although all may enter. Entries should be sent to Ian 
Halstead for marking. The answers will be published in the Summer Journal.

In the event of a tie, the names will be put into a container and an innocent and dis-interested 
small person with eyes tight shut will draw one out. The winner will be notified and the club will 
inform P&O European Ferries, who have kindly donated the prize.

WINTER QUIZ QUESTIONS

1. What was the basis of Harry Ferguson’s 
engineering training and background?

8. What name was given to the Ferguson 
Model A prototype built 1932-33?

2. In which year did his first aircraft leave 
the ground?

3. Harry Ferguson Ltd was formed in 1912 
out of his first company. Which commercial 
product was their business?

4. His first commercial association with 
agricultural tractors was prompted by the 
outbreak of the Great War. What was the 
name of the tractor?

9. Was the make and type of engine in the 
prototype subsequently used in the Model 
A?

10. There was a vital component in the Model 
A that was not in the prototype and is still 
to be found on Massey Ferguson tractors 
today. What was it?

11. What Ferguson Brown implement had 
Type D on the makers’ plate?

5. How was the first Ferguson patent plough 12. The famous handshake agreement with
Henry Ford meant that Ford would 
m anufacture the Ford Ferguson: 
Ferguson would sell and service it and 
design, market and service the 
equipment. True or False?

in 1917 unique at the time? What tractor 
was used to draw it?

6. Harry Ferguson was impressed by the 
Fordson F tractor. True or False?

7. Between 1919-1930 he perfected the 13. 
elements of three point linkage as we 
know it and the Ferguson System. Of the 
two underlying principles, that of the 14. 
‘virtual hitch point’ was established in 
1919. What was the second invention, 
achieved in 1925? 15.

Why was the firs t production Ford 
Ferguson called the 9N?

It was designed to use 10x28 rear tyres. 
True or False?

The TVO version of the 9N introduced into 
England was the 9NAN. What was the 
Utility version of the 9N called?
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16. The engines fitted to the 9N, TE-20, TE-A 
20 and TE-D 20 all produced more or less 
the same belt horsepower. What was it?

17. If you had TE-20 Serial No 100, in which 
year was it built?

18. What did TO-20 stand for?

19. The TE-F 20 raised availab le belt 
horsepower to 26. What was the attraction 
of the Perkins P3 conversion option for 
the TE range and 9N tractors from 1952?

20. What provoked the introduction of the TE- 
K, TE-L and TE-M 20?

21. What was the TE-ZO ?

22. Which company manufactured the Winch 
W-UE-20 for Ferguson?

26. Name this Ferguson implement.

27. How could the FE-35 clutch differ from the 
TE-F 20?

28. The MF(7)65 was designed using 
components developed for three other 
tractors. Which models were they?

23. The Standard 23c diesel engine fitted to 
the FE-35 developed a certain reputation. 
What was it?

24. There were many Ferguson implements 
that could be fitted either to the TE-20 or 
FE-35 without adaptation. Was this 
because:
A. The rear dimensions of the tractors 
were similar.
B. Early implements were designed with 
spare capacity.

29. In which year and on what tractor was 
differential lock first available?

30. In 1962 the MF 65 Mk2 and the new FE- 
35X were fitted with a new type of 
transmission making it possible to change 
gear on the move. What was it called?

Answers are to be sent to Ian Halstead 
to reach him before the closing date 
30th March 1996.

25. What was the Fergulock?

PASTURE TOPPERS
4 -  8ft width, FTO/gear drive. Suit TE-20, FE-35. British built, 

12 month warranty.
Simon Rigby Tel: 01606 863793
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Classified advertising is free to members except where a member is using this service 
to further his/her trade or profession.
Trade Rates are 10p {20 US cents) per word. Non members may also advertise at these 
rates.
Display advertising must be ‘camera ready copy’ or artwork will be charged as an extra 
in advance of publishing.
Full page (A5) £50 (or US equivalent) Half page £25 Quarter page £12
These rates are per edition for 1996 and are kept under review by the General Committee. 
Advertisements are only accepted if accompanied by the appropriate payment.
The Ferguson Club, its executives and others cannot accept responsibility or liability in 
respect of the quality or condition of any item, parts, goods, tractors or implements, new 
or used, advertised in this Newsletter.
All advertisements must be clear and legible with concise, accurate detail. No 
correspondence to establish meaning will be entertained. Obscure advertisements will 
be omitted at the discretion of the Editor.

TRACTORS WANTED

Ferguson Brown for completing our Ferguson 
collection.
P. Mooy (427), Kanaalweg 1, 1741 NT  
Schagen, Holland 
Tel: 0031 224 297670

IMPLEMENTS WANTED

Ferguson Disc Plough; 30 cwt Metal Trailer; 
Sprayer; Post Hole Digger; Hydrovane. For 
private collector.
C. Powell (1623) Tel: 01432 264285  
(Herefordshire) evenings

SPARES WANTED

Original mudguards and footplates to suit 
MF35X.
Andrew Scott (1946) Tel: 01995 670052

Petrol tank for TE with glass bowl and fittings.
A.E. Burns (1937) Tel: 01232 832423 or 
848715 Fax: 01232 832423

Temperature gauge for TE-D 20
M. Whalley (604) Tel: 01850 389277  
(Lancashire)

PHOTOGRAPHS/LITERATURE WANTED

For the Ferguson Club archives -  Instruction 
Books, Parts Lists, promotional material, field 
reports, sales literature, press reports, 
photographs of Ferguson tractors, 
accessories and implements. Donation, loan, 
photocopy or purchase (if quality condition 
good).
Alan Dunderdale (Archivist)
Tel/Fax: 01226 386715, evenings after 6pm

TRACTORS FOR SALE

Ferguson TE-A 20 and TE-D 20 both in good 
working order.
M. Whalley (604) Tel: 01850 389277  
(Lancashire)
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IMPLEMENTS FOR SALE

Ferguson Single Furrow Plough; Cordwood 
Saw; Pulley: Reversible Plough; Potato 
Planter; Ridger; Two Furrow Plough; Dirt Box; 
Potato Spinner: Transport Box; Cultivators: 
MIL Loader to fit T20.
C. Powell (1623) Tel: 01432 264285  
(Herefordshire) evenings

Original Ferguson 3 furrow plough with first 
furrow adjustment lever. Good condition but 
rusty. Suitable vintage collector.
M r S. J. Thurstans (non-member), 
88 Stanney Lane, Ellesmere Port, South 
Wirral. L65 9AG 
Tel: 01513 562241

Rear mounted mower for spares almost 
complete, broken drive shaft. Any reasonable 
offer or part exchange for a Pick-up Hitch. 
Alan Dunderdale (1960)
Tel/Fax: 01226 386715, evenings after 6pm

SPARES FOR SALE

Breaking for spares TE-A, TE-D and TE-F.
M. Whaiiey (604) Tel: 01850 389277  
(Lancashire)

Castings (unused) for Mid Mounted and Rear 
Mounted Mowers.
Jonathan Cousins (701) Tel: 01728 638721 
(East Suffolk) evenings

MISCELLANEOUS

Mike Thorne (809) has about 8 non Ferguson 
vintage tractors for sale. Phone for details.
Tel: 01363 83600

Wanted. Pugmill for Lister D or similar engine 
in working order.
John Cousins (701), East Suffolk.
Tel: 01728 638721 evenings.

Homelite 2 stroke water pump complete with 
pipes. £70ono.
Alan Dunderdale (1960)
Tel/Fax: 01226 386715, evenings after 6pm

Cross Stitch Tractor Kit. In addition to the 
Ferguson TE-20 kit available at £8.75, a 
Ferguson 30 cwt. trailer kit is now available 
at £6.75. Both worked on 14 count AIDA. 
Make cheques payable to ‘Joan’. Post & 
Packing are included.
Please send to Joan, 7 High Street, Holbeach, 
Spalding, Lincolnshire PE 12 7DU

FERGUSON TRACTOR SPARES
rSEW &  USED

I a m  a lw ay s b re a k in g  F e rg u so n  TE-20 tr a c to r s  fo r s p a r e s .  
W rite o r  te le p h o n e  fo r d e ta i ls  a n d  availab ility .

MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE Contact: A & G Williams 
Pen-y-Fyllau Hall Cottage, Pen-y-Fyilau, Brynford, 

Hollywell, Clwyd, Wales. CH8 8HB 
Tel: 01352 712061
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REPLICA IMPLEMENT PLATES
In b r a s s  in c lu d in g  4  r iv e ts  £ 5  + p & p  a t  c o s t

o

PATENT APPLIED FOR

BRITISH MADE O

Actual size No VAT

N u m b e rin g  s e rv ic e  a v a ila b le  a s  a n  e x tra  £ 5  p e r  p la te
Michael Thorne, Coldridge, Crediton, Devon EX 17 6AS 

Tel: Lapford (01363) 83600

STEEL SIGNS
Ferguson System Ford Tractor Massey-Harris

12" X 18" £25 12" X 9" £25 18" x 8" £27These all-colour reproduction porcelain enamel advertising signs are made by hand in a process developed at the turn of the century. Our signs are produced by layering finely ground crystals on heavy gauge steel and firing at over 1300 degrees. They are enamelled on both sides and come with brass comer eyelets. All are plus £3 post/packing. Three or more post paid. Payment by cheque in Sterling or Access/ Visa/Mastercard stating number and card expiry date. P le a se  c o n firm  a va ila b ility  
b e fo r e  o rd e r in g . Full colour brochure of these and other signs on request.

VIDEO: The Massey-Ferguson Story. Contains Ferguson material including archivefilm of the South Pole expedition. VHS. 55mins................ £14.95 -f 10% post/packing____________________F re e  b o o k / v id e o  c a ta lo g u e  o n  r e q u e s t

CLASSIC T R A C T O R  B O O K S
Low Green Farm, Hutton, Driffield, East Yorkshire Y025 9PX 

Telephone/Fax (01377) 270209
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FER G U SO N  C LU Bm  JMciACri
^  PATRON: Mrs. Elizabeth Sheldon

Telephone: 01856 781368

Kynshera 
Holm 
ORKNEY 
Scotland 
KW17 2RZ

LAMBSWOOL V-NECK JUMPER
Sizes: 36" 38" 40" 42" 44" 46" 48"
Price: £31.50
Size: 50"
Price: £34.50
Colours: black - navy - royal blue - light blue - bottle green - wine - red - light grey

POLO SHIRT (cotton-polyester, pique knit, standard fit)
Sizes: M {40") L (42") XL (44")
Price: £16.50
Colours: white - black - red - navy blue - bottle green - grey

SWEAT SHIRT (long sleeve; fleece inside; crew neck) (American brand)
Sizes: M (38-40") L (42-44") XL (46")
Price: £20.00
Colours: red - white - light grey - black - navy - royal blue - bottle green

BOILERSUIT (“Champion” make or similar quality)
Sizes: 36" 38" 40" 42" 44" 46" 48"
Price: £24.50
Colours: royal blue - navy blue - wine

AMERICAN CAP (full cotton backed cap with one size adjustable fastener)
Price: £8.50
Colours: black - royal blue - red - navy

50th ANNIVERSARY TE-20 -  SWEAT SHIRT

Sizes: M L XL
Price: £18.00
Colour: medium grey
logo in blue & white, anniversary detail
in gold (actual size 3.25" x 2.75")

The Ferguson Club logo is a directly embroidered two colour design measuring approximately 2.75" x 
1.25". It is normally royal blue with white. A royal blue garment will have a light blue and white design.

Add postage and packing: 1 garment -  £2.00; 2 garments -  £3. 00; 3 garments -  £4. 00

Please make cheques payable to Norman Shearer. Payment with order to above address. Payment must 
be in sterling. Prices are subject to change without notice.
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APPOINTMENTS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PATRON
MRS ELIZABETH SHELDON {nee Ferguson)

The principle objective of the club is to promote interest in the iate Harry Ferguson, his designs 
for the mechanisation of world agriculture and in particular The Ferguson System’. The club 
covers all Ferguson tractors from the Ferguson A (Ferguson-Brown), Ford-Ferguson 2N and 
9N (also the 8N), Ferguson TE-20, TO-20, TO-30, FE-35, US and UK implements and, by 
agreement with Massey-Ferguson UK Ltd, the M-F 35 and 65.

Honorary Members: Sir Ian Wallace CBE Mr Dick Dowdeswell
Chairman: John Cousins............... Hulvertree Farm, Laxfield,

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 8HR 
Tel/Fax: 01728 638721

Vice-Chairman: Ian Halstead..................Red Lodge Farm, Holbeach St. John,
Spalding, Lincolnshire PE12 8RD 
Tel: 01406 540224

Executive Officer/Secretary: none at present
Treasurer: none at present
Membership Secretary: Lawrence Jamieson .... Drynach, Ferry Road,

Golspie, Sutherland KW10 6ST 
Tel: 01408 633108

Acting Editor: John Cousins................ address as above
Sub-Editor (Ladies section): Mrs Julie Gibson........... 2 High Street, Great Hale,

Sleaford, Lincolnshire NG34 9LE
Sub-Editor (Section 3): Alan Dunderdale...........  7 Waveney Drive, Higham,
& Archivist Barnsley, South Yorkshire S75 1PU

Tel/Fax: 01226386715 (after 6.30pm)
Sub-Editor (Classified : Roger W ebb...................‘Dun Dige’, Main Road,
Advertisements) The Common, Holmesfield,

Sheffield S18 5WP 
Tel: 01142 890003

Club Merchandise: Sam R e a ........................70 Ralou Road, Larne,
Co. Antrim BT40 3DU 
Tel: 01574 273700

DVLA Liaison Officer George Field.................. Sutton House, Tenbury Wells,
& Tractor Index: Worcestershire WR15 8RJ

Tel: 01584 810424
Technical & Service Adviser: Roger Seidel.................. Tel: 01608 641453 (after 9pm)

Electrical Adviser: Les Vincent.................... Tel: 01788 546518

106



THE FERGUSON CLUB

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

Northern Ireland Mr G Little 01662 568 235
Scotland (Orkneys & Shetland) Mr N Shearer 01856 781368
Scotland (North) Mr Lawrence Jamieson 01408 633108
Scotland (South) Mr John Gibson 01899 810214
Wales, (Anglesey) Welsh speaking Mr Geraint Evans 01407 720493
Wales, (North & East Denbighshire) Mr Chris Frith 0370 266992
North East England Mr Alan Dunderdale 01226 386715
Cumbria Mr Dave Weeks 01768 772315
Yorkshire & Derbyshire 
Lancashire & Cheshire 
Shropshire & Staffordshire

Mr Roger Webb 0114 2890003

Worcestershire Mr John Inge 01584 781280
East Anglia/Lincs Mr Ian Halstead 01406 540224
Norfolk Mr Colin Ludgate 01603 872496
South East England Mr Richard Heal 01323 848705
Oxfordshire Mr Roger Seidel 01608 641453
Gloucestershire Mr Dick Dowdeswell 01451 850762
Hampshire Mr Martin Cull 01489 572083
Dorset/Somerset Mr R D Payne 01929 423729
Devon Mr Michael Thorne 01363 83600
Devon, North Mr & Mrs H Beer 01769 540369
Cornwall Mr H Jeffery 01726 833027

Ireland, Republic of Mr James Barrow (353) 65 40286
Holland Mr B Westerveld 1883 15311
Germany Mr Hartmut Lindner 06152 831 23
Denmark Mrs Merethe Hansen (45) 5393 9212
USA (New England) Mr C Higgerson 315 841 8717
USA (South) Mr Tony Allen 305 852 8793
Caribbean as above
South Africa Mr DR Field 0331 97 891

Club fees for 1996 are, per annum, UK and all overseas countries US$20 or £12 sterling. 
Receipt of subscriptions will not be provided unless specifically requested.
The Ferguson Club is a member of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. Secretary 
M rPHJW hym an, 01945 870716.

FERGUSON CLUB
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ICAICdouih mODCIS
Reg. Office 52 ROMAN WAY. BEDHAMPTON. HAVANT, HANTS, UK. 0i»eo

The Leaders in V32 Tractors

V32 Scale Super Detail 1950 Ferguson TE-20 Model
(Petrol and TVO versions)

Over 60 metal parts, including brass front axie and soft rubber tyres, 
make this giue together kit the most detailed model ever produced of 
this famous tractor.

£26.00 including postage

Special Offer to Ferguson Club Members 
If ordered with Tractor

Ferguson TE-20 2 Furrow plough Kit £14.00
(saving £2.50)

in stock now, sent by return on receipt of cheque or PO. Send S.A.E. 
for list of over 40 tractor and impiement modeis by SCALEDOWN.

Please quote membership No. and send cheque or PO to;

Scaledown Models 
Unit 9, Churchills Yard 
Jubilee Road 
Waterlooville 
Hants. P07 7RE 
Tel: 01705 479026
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iro w ! A RADIO FOR

YOUR FERGUSON TRACTOR

clearly audible 
above tractor noise



R A  O N/l A  R  K

'Enthusiasts interested in preservation and restoration in connection 
with probably the greatest revolution in agricultural engineering’

The Ferguson Club, Hulvertree Farm, Laxfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 8HR

Typeset by
CSC Design & Reprographic, Southolt Road. Worlingworth, Woodbridge, Suffolk. 01728 628549

Printed by
Planagraphic. Unit B12, Farthing Road, Ipswich. Suffolk. 01473 240303
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