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STEEL FINGERSJHAT

FERGUSON ROTARY HOE can make a surprising cut in 
the time you need for early cultivation or crust breaking.

You can work easily with the Ferguson Hoe at speeds up 
to 8 mph. One of the heaviest rotary hoes per foot width 
manufactured, the Ferguson gets effective penetration on 
all soils.

3-Point, One-Minute Attachment to the Ferguson Tractor 
quickly mounts the Rotary Hoe to the rear of the Tractor.

Finger Tip Hydraulic Control raises and lowers the Fergu
son Hoe for fast transport and convenient handling.

Using the attachment points on the rear of the Rotary Hoe, 
you can work the Hoe in reverse for soil compacting or clod 
busting. Extra strength is built in each Hoe with the sturdy, 
one-piece, drop-forged wheel and rib reinforced teeth with 
self-contained rivets.

Ask for a FREE DEMONSTRATION 
ON YOUR FARM TODAY

FERGUSON TRACTOR Implements
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Attention a ll 
Vintage Tractor 

an d  Rally Enthusiasts

With the rally season well underway 
and the

weather slowly improving

Does your beloved vintage tractor 
need another coat of paint ? 

or
Have you recently purchased a 

machine to restore ?

If the answer is YES 
to any of these questions, 

then you should be talking to 
Eagle Industrial Paints

As a company w© offen-

Over 20 years experience In the agricultural 
paint Industry

An unrivalled knowledge o f vintage tractor 
paints and original colour standards

A comprehensive range of vintage paints

The expertise to match colours for those 
rarer models

Direct delivery from the manufacturer

To order, simply All In the enclosed order 
form or for further Information call 

Ian Swain on 0746 764242
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C o n tr ib u tio n s  s e n t fo r  p u b lic a t io n  to  th e  F E R G U S O N  C L U B  N E W S L E T T E R  a re  w e lcom e. P l& ase  s u b m it y o u r  
m a te r ia l ty p e d  o r  o n  C F 2  c o m p u te r d is c  u s in g  "L o co s c rip t"  w ith  sharp , c le a r  p h o to g ra p h s , b la c k  a n d  w h ite  o r  
co lo u r. W e  ca n  n o w  a ls o  a c c e p t m a te r ia l u s in g  IB M  c lo n e  o n  4 "  flo p p y  d iscs . W e re s e rv e  th e  r ig h t to  e d it  o r  
re fu s e  p u b lic a t io n  a n d  th e  F e rg u s o n  C lu b  a n d  th e  o ffice rs  th e re o f a c c e p t n o  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  a n y  fa ilu re  o r  
m is re p re s e n ta tio n  o f  a rtic le s  o r  o th e r s ta te m e n ts  in  th is  J o u rn a l. The  c o n te n ts  o f  th is  p u b lic a tio n , in c lu d in g  a ll 
a rtic le s  a n d  p h o to g ra p h s  a n d  a l l  c o p y r ig h t a n d  o th e r  in te lle c tu a l p ro p e rty  r ig h t th e re in  b e lo n g  to  th e  n a m e d  
a u th o rs  a n d  n a m e d  c o p y r ig h t h o ld e rs  and , i f  n o t n am e d , to  th e  F e rg u so n  C lub . A l l  r ig h ts  c o n fe rre d  b y  in te r
n a t io n a l c o p y r ig h t c o n v e n tio n s  a re  s p e c if ic a lly  re s e rv e d  to  n a m e d  au thors , o th e rw is e  the  F e rg u s o n  C lu b  itse lf. 
N o  m a te r ia l co n ta in e d  in  th is  m a g a z in e  m a y  b e  re p ro d u c e d  w ith o u t w ritte n  c o n s e n t fro m  c o p y r ig h t h o ld e rs  in  
a n y  fo rm  w ha tsoeve r. A l l  r ig h ts  re se rve d .
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WHY FERGUSONS?
Why Fergusons? That was the question that 
my dad asked me recently. But to best under
stand that question I must tell you what led up 
to that point.

My dad bought his first tractor in the thirties, an 
Allis Chalmers B. He and my brother still farm 
with four Allis Chalmers today, a 200, 5050, D 
17 and a WD 45. I learned to drive on that WD 
45. Dad put power steering on it when I was 
nine years old. That made it easier for me to 
drive when I was baling hay with the Case 200 
baler we had at the time. My grandfather, 
whose farm ! now live on, bought a Fordson in 
the twenties. He soon sold that tractor and 
bought International Harvester tractors, and 
stayed with them until he retired from farming.

I have heard that fifty percent of all the John 
Deere tractors in the world are within three 
hundred miles of the Mississippi River. I do 
not know if that is true or not, but I live less 
than thirty miles from the Mississippi River, 
and within one hundred miles from my home 
are several John Deere factories as well as 
their headquarters. So you can see I am in the 
middle of “John Deere country”.

In the late sixties when I was in high school, 
we always had arguments in our agriculture 
class as to which brand of tractors we thought 
was the best. Most liked John Deere and 
International, with a few liking Allis, Case and 
Massey Ferguson. That was as much as I 
knew of the Ferguson tractor. When I started 
farming on my own in the late seventies I 
needed a tractor. I knew what my require
ments were, the main one being a three-point 
hitch. Because I grew up with Allis Chalmers I 
looked at a D 17 series IV as that was the first 
model they had with three point. The main 
problem with this was that it was a relatively 
new tractor (1964-67) and was more than I 
could afford. Looking elsewhere I found an 
older MF 65 with an MF industrial loader. 
Because this was an older tractor (late 1950s) 
it was in my price range. That was my first

experience with the Ferguson system, but not 
the last.

In the eighties I traded the MF 65 for an MF 
165 diesel with an industrial loader. I needed 
a heavier front end on the tractor as I had 
problems breaking the front spindles on the 
65. I also found the need for a second tractor 
and soon found an MF Super 90. Three years 
ago I traded the 90 for an MF 1100 diesel with 
a cab. I still have both of these today.

Several years ago I found the need for a small 
“chore” tractor. Thinking of my past, I found an 
Allis Chalmers in very good condition. I made 
a kind of three point hitch and hooked up a 
homemade cart to it. I thought that I had the 
ideal tractor for my needs. But that tractor was 
not designed for that type of use and whenev
er I put a light load in the cart the front wheels 
would come off the ground. It was about that 
time that my wife’s uncle was killed when his 
older narrow front John Deere rolled over on 
him. Looking at the similarities of the two trac
tors, we decided that my tractor was not very 
safe either. I now thought I knew what I need
ed. A small, low to the ground, wide front trac
tor with a three-point hitch. But what kind? 
Not knowing a lot of the history of the different 
makes of tractors at that time, I asked a local 
dealer the difference between the Ford 8N and 
the Ferguson TO 20. I will never forget his 
answer. "As far as I know there is no differ
ence. They came off the same assembly line.” 
So with that “advice” and some more looking 
around, I traded by Allis C for a Ford 8N.

Now I thought I had what I wanted and wanted 
to learn more about the history of my 8N. But 
a problem soon arose. The more I read and 
learned about the history of the different trac
tors the more I lost respect for Henry Ford and 
the Ford Company, and.the more respect I 
gained for Harry Ferguson and all his contribu
tions to agriculture. I soon lost my enthusiasm 
for my 8N. Yes, it met all the requirements that 
I had but the pride of ownership I once had
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was gone. At that point I started thinking of 
getting a Ferguson. By now I knew a lot more 
of the history of the Fergie and the changes in 
each of the models. I decided to look for the 
most uncommon model first, the Ferguson 40. 
I soon found one In a dealer’s lot north of 
Platteville where I live. I soon became the 
proud owner of a Ferguson. The dealer did 
not offer me very much for my 8N so I decided 
to keep it and sell it privately. So finally I knew 
what it felt like to own a Ferguson. I liked it. 
Soon after that I sold my 8N. From that sale I 
had enough money to get a TO 30 and a TE 
20 .

I was now hooked on Ferguson and wanted to 
know everything that I could about the subject. 
A problem I had with this was the confusing 
information presented. One book would say 
one thing and another book would contradict 
the first. One book would show a photo of a 
tractor and call it a TO 30, another book would 
show the same photo and call it a TO 20, and 
so on. But the worst problems I found were 
the lack of respect and slanderous comments 
that were written about Harry Ferguson. One 
example of this is in Walter M Buescher’s book 
“Plow Peddler”. On page 202 Mr Buescher is 
listing the different companies and their inno
vations. He lists the following: International 
Harvester - plateless planter; Oliver - six cylin
der engine, first diesel powered tractor, first 
self propelled combine that thrashed corn; 
Minneapolis Moline - first tractor cab; Allis 
Chalmers {for whom he worked) - first rubber 
tyred tractor, first tractor designed for rubber, 
first one man combine, first round baler, and 
no tillage; and Ford developed the three-point 
hitch. Not only did he fail to mention the many 
important patents that Mr Ferguson had, he 
took away his greatest accomplishment (the 
three-point hitch with the Ferguson system) 
and credited its development to Ford. Another 
example is C H Wendell in his book “Massey 
Tractors, a Color History”. In chapter three the 
author shows absolutely no understanding of 
the circumstances around the Ford Ferguson 
breakup. He stated that Mr Ferguson found

himself with money problems because he was 
less the businessman". He does not go into 
the real reason for Mr Ferguson’s money prob
lems, that of having a sales network set up and 
the supplier (Mr Ford) taking his supply of trac
tors away. 1 know of no honest businessman 
who can make a success in sales with nothing 
to sell. I think the success of the sales of the 
TE 20, TO 20 and 30 should show anybody 
that it did not take Mr Ferguson very long at all 
to get back to the point of success he once 
had. At this point I would like to thank Mr 
George Field for taking the time to help me 
solve the many questions that have arisen in 
the past and are still coming to me in my 
search for information related to Harry 
Ferguson and his related contributions to agri
culture.

I have also learned that a Ferguson is not just 
a tractor but a system, and I am in the process 
of finding as many implements that are still 
available. At this point I have several and 
hope to find more different models as money 
will allow. I must also add that I have found 
that there is very little the modern tractor can 
do that a Ferguson and a Ferguson implement 
cannot do. It just might take a little longer, 
that’s all. I seem to find any excuse that I can 
to use my Fergies instead of my more modern 
tractors. This year I cultivated all my corn with 
my Ferguson 40 and SKO cultivator. I also 
raked alt my hay with the F 40 and my D-EO- 
20 rake. I have also put the cart that I had on 
my Allis C on TO 30. I have hauled many 
heavy loads of wood, hay and even small 
calves and have never had a problem with the 
front end coming off the ground. During this 
past summer I have also used the 30 with a 
five foot wide Woods three-point mounted fin
ishing mower. This set up did a very nice job 
of cutting grass around our house and farm 
buildings.

So why Ferguson? No other person, imple
ment or tractor stands out alone as being the 
biggest contribution to the past, present or 
future of agriculture. D.L.
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Pictured at the Lansdowne Club, Berkley Square, Loridon is part of the team that took part in the 
“Dawn to Dusk” International Flying Competition with the theme ‘A Tribute to Harry Ferguson’. 
Left to right: Marcus Palmer, navigation, Vincent Taylor, 1st pilot, John Pile, Ferguson Club plan
ing and log. The fourth member of the team, G Field, was unable to be present. At front are 
Leeanne Davies and Susan Pile. The team was awarded the Pooley Sword for the best log.
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M ARKETING  THE LEGEND
F or m o s t o f  h is  life, H a rry  Fergusor) app lied  a  spec ific  po licy  to the m arke ting  o f  h is  ideas and  
inventions. H e  recogn ised  a con flic t be tw een the inventor, h is inven tions a n d  m anufacturing. 
This w as b e s t accom m odated, he  believed, b y  separa tion o f the tw o functions - p ro d u c t de ve l
opm en t a n d  m arke ting  on  the one  ha nd  a n d  m anufacturing on the other. H a rry  Ferguson a lw ays  
re ta ined  fu ll con tro l o ve r the fo rm er aspects, he  felt, because he  s e t h is  exacting  standards and  
i t  w as up to the  con tra c t sup p lie r to deliver. The fo llow ing address was g iven  to  the  2 n d  Ferguson 
Club W inter C onference b y  A aron  Jones, fo rm erly  m anag ing d irec to r o f  M assey-Ferguson  
Tractors Ltd. H e  ou tlines the  business s tra tegy involved, assesses the  legacy  a n d  g ives  som e  
po in te rs  to  th e  future. G F

I took as my starting point Harry Ferguson’s 
speech to the delegates of the International 
Food Conference in Bethesda, Maryland, in 
June 1943. His tractors had already gained 
considerable acceptance. At the start of 1943, 
over 100,000 Ferguson tractors, built by Ford 
in Detroit, had been sold in four years.

Nevertheless his address to those delegates in 
1943 still had an "evangelical” ring to it, which 
was not surprising given the potential market 
for his tractors that he saw in the world - a 
vision from which we here at Banner Lane still 
benefit today.

I note five points which had a particular ring to 
them, when I consider where farm machinery 
has got to today.

The first is that the productivity benefits of the 
Ferguson System would, by the use of his trac
tors, lead to a worldwide reduction in prices.

The next was that the lower costs from 
improved farm productivity would make it eco
nomical to use farm products instead of con
ventional Inputs in modern industry.

The third point I picked out was his profound 
belief in the benefits that would derive from the 
manufacture of farm machinery on a worldwide 
basis.

Fourth was the observation on the need for 
tractors to be foolproof.

system. Today one would say that he was 
wrong. Since the widespread adoption of the 
Ferguson System, we haven’t seen any sus
tained trend of downward prices either on a 
worldwide or national basis. But that is too 
simplistic a view. The truth was that the 
Ferguson System did improve productivity 
enormously. That work which hitherto had 
taken hours could be done In a fraction of the 
time, or more importantly with a fraction of the 
labour. This meant the availability of more 
labour for the further post-war growth of man
ufacturing industry in urban areas around the 
world and the means of feeding that urban 
population. Without his system there would 
have been a less plentiful supply of food 
which, set off against the demand for food, 
would have driven prices higher. What Harry 
Ferguson never publicly acknowledged, 
though personally I’m sure he must have pri
vately realised it, was that the pressure of the 
myriad other influences on higher prices would 
swamp the contribution of Improv^ productiv
ity on farm costs.

My feeling is that Harry Ferguson was a bril
liant marketeer. Isolating that one issue of pro
ductivity and its Inevitable downward pressure 
on farm costs was an unassailable argument in 
favour of the Ferguson tractors that it would 
have been negligent not to use.

I disagree completely with E P Neufeld in his 
book “The Global Corporation” where he 
wrote:

And lastly, his plea that farmers should not be 
subsidised.

Let’s take the first of Harry Ferguson's claims - 
that his system would lead to a price reduction

"But the most astonishing thing about 
Ferguson's ‘price reducing’ views was that he 
applied them to the operation of his own com
pany, particularly after the war, with the result 
that his profit margin on tractors was exceed-
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ingly small. He seemed not to grasp the fact 
that generally inflationary forces far exceed the 
opposite pull on prices of productivity increas
es, and that Ferguson alone could do nothing 
to overcome them."

The 1948 accounts of Harry Ferguson Ltd 
show that sales in the first year were 
£19,001,739 and gross profit was £1,161,328. 
His overheads covering such things as distrib
ution, engineering and administration were 
£690,420 which left him with a pre tax profit of 
£470,908. But these overheads excluded 
manufacturing overheads because these were 
being carried by the Standard Motor Company 
which was building the tractors for Harry 
Ferguson Ltd.

But it’s on the gross profit figure that I want to 
concentrate. This is revealing for what it 
shows is that on 16,178 tractors sold in the 
home market and 38,884 tractors exported, a 
total of 55,062, the company had a sales value 
of £14,266,595, or £259 each, and a gross 
profit of £264,313, or just under £5 a piece. 
But remember, something that Mr Neufeld 
seems to have forgotten, that for this £5 of 
profit, the Ferguson company was receiving 
tractors complete. (See editor’s note at end)

What is more revealing is that on 113,844 
implements worth £3.7 million of sales 
(remember tractors were £14.3 million) he 
made a gross profit of £708,495. Spares and 
accessories had a sales value of £1,016,035 
but a gross profit of £203,555.

In summary, what this means is that tractors 
which represented 75% of sales only repre
sented 23% of the gross profit, whilst imple
ments, spares and accessories, representing 
only 25% of sales, represented 77% of the 
gross profit.
This does not reflect to me the workings of an 
eccentric altruist which Neufeld implies. On 
the contrary it is quite a sensible marketing tac
tic of keeping the price of the main product (the 
tractor) low whilst getting a good return on the 
impiements, accessories and spares. And in 
all his selling activities Mr Ferguson laid as 
much stress on the value of his implements as 
he did on the tractor, if not more. To quote

from the Maryland speech, “but don’t think for 
a minute that the tractor is the main proposi
tion. The tractor is only a small thing com
pared with the equipment. Our tractor will 
operate about 160 different pieces of equip
ment for industry and agriculture.

As already noted, Mr Ferguson sold his trac
tors for an average price of £259 and a profit of 
£5. Note during the period in question the 
sales of 14,739 tractors to Harry Ferguson Inc 
in the States. These tractors were earning him 
no profit in this country (UK). I can't help but 
surmise that this was being done to build up a 
war chest to fight the legal case against Mr 
Ford in New York. If any club member has a 
better insight into why he was selling his trac
tors to America, with no profit in the UK, then 
I’ll be interested to hear.

His next point in the Maryland speech was that 
the lower costs in farming would result in farm 
products displacing conventional products as 
inputs into industry.

This, with the one major exception that I know 
of, gasohol instead of gasoline in Brazil, has 
not happened, something for which I am pro
foundly grateful as managing director of 
Massey-Ferguson today. A large proportion of 
Massey-Ferguson’s turnover In 1989 is with 
third world countries. All of them have enjoyed 
increased agricultural output as a result of the 
productivity improvements that came from 
using Ferguson tractors on their farms. But 
the hard currency needed" to purchase those 
tractors frequently came from the hard curren
cy earned on exports of iron ore, copper, baux
ite, oil and all those other commodities that 
have been such a fundamental pillar for many 
of those third world economies.

In this instance, had Harry Ferguson’s predic
tion come true, the growth of mechanised agri
culture in many third world countries would 
have been dependent on the meagre exports 
of any agricultural surpluses left after domestic 
consumption, or the availability of aid money 
from western governments. The population of 
many south and central American, east and 
north African and middle and far eastern coun
tries would have been even closer to the sub-
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sistence line if their exports of commodities 
had not been hard currency earners for them 
in the last forty years.

On the next point, the manufacture of machin
ery on a ‘worldwide basis’, Mr Ferguson’s pre
dictions have come about. Massey-Ferguson 
is the most successful company at managing 
what is called the CKD (completely knocked 
down) business. We have licensees assem
bling tractors in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, 
South Africa, Morocco, Libya, Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Turkey, Poland, Pakistan and India. 
Many of them have gone completely local as 
Harry Ferguson predicted. In India, Argentina, 
Brazil and Poland we only sell them compo
nents, worth normally no more than fifty 
pounds per tractor. The rest of the compo
nents in the tractor are sourced locally creating 
jobs in local manufacturing industry just as the 
great man had predicted. Others are continu
ing to move progressively to local manufacture 
as local economics dictate. Occasionally there 
have been irrational moves which were driven 
by ideological considerations and have bene
fited the local manufacturing infrastructure only 
a fraction compared with the potential (as Is 
the case in Poland) or not at all (as is the case 
in Libya where there is still minimal supporting 
industrial infrastructure).
What is not in dispute in any of these countries 
is the benefit that mechanisation has brought 
to food production. The food shortages of 
Poland are far more associated with the nega
tive effect of artificially depressed prices than 
on the farmers’ willingness to supply.

And whilst I’m on Poland, I’m sure Harry 
Ferguson would have been extremely frustrat
ed had he been with me for a week at the end 
of September this year spent in central and 
southern Poland. To quote from the Maryland 
speech again, “Our biggest job is to educate 
the farmer to get rid of his horses after he gets 
the tractor’’ - the argument being the proportion 
of farm output consumed by the horse. Never, 
in my life, have I seen so many working hors
es on farms in this day and age. Unfortunately 
the little extra needed to make the transition 
from horse to tractor is not there after the cen
tral planning of the Polish government in the 
mid 70s squandered vast resources on idealis

tic, rather than economically needed, projects.

One final interesting and crucially important 
issue on this point is that two large countries 
have barely moved in the direction of local 
manufacture of Harry Ferguson tractors that 
Harry Ferguson had suggested was so logical.

In his Maryland speech, he said the following:

“Let us take China, for example. Our hearts go 
out to that heroic country. China can use in 
agriculture and in industry 10,000,000 of these 
little tractors..” And further on when talking 
about Implements: “when China is fully 
equipped and mechanised, she will average at 
least ten pieces of equipment for every agri
cultural tractor and two or three for every 
industrial tractor. That would be close to 
100,000,000 pieces of equipment.”

China does have its tractor industry, much of it 
copied from western manufacturers. But the 
products are generally badly built and there
fore unreliable. Add to that the closed mental
ity of a totalitarian system of government which 
at the last summation in 1986 had 1.05 billion 
of the world’s 4.92 billion population available 
to work in rural areas, and at the same time is 
apprehensive of what political forces might be 
unleashed from too big a concentration of peo
ple in urban areas, and it’s not difficult to see 
why food self sufficiency is just the right state 
of equilibrium that China wishes to maintain. 
Why rock the boat by making agriculture more 
efficient and send more people into the cities?

Conversely the longer the more open minded 
Michael Gorbachev is allowed to pursue his 
policy of Perestroika, the more radical a 
change I foresee happening in the mechanisa
tion of Soviet and eastern European agricul
ture.

In late July I had a visit from the Managing 
Director of one of the Soviet Union’s agricul
tural tractor factories, this one in Volgograd, 
the old Stalingrad. They manufacture 70,000 
crawler tractors per annum In the 80 to 170 
horsepower range - all of them big machines 
that are clearly not very manoeuvrable and 
extremely heavy. A classic end product of a
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centrally planned, as opposed to market dri
ven, economy.

According to my visitor, Perestroika in Soviet 
agriculture has meant encouragement for the 
small private farms and a move away from the 
huge bureaucracy of the state farm collective. 
And what the small private farms want are 
lightweight, nimble, manoeuvrable tractors - 
just what Harry Ferguson had been forecast
ing. It is how to link this enormous potential 
demand to Massey-Ferguson’s current supply 
sources which is testing my mind these days, 
and one of the reasons for my going down to 
the Polish embassy in London this afternoon.

Moving on to the fourth proposition, that farm 
machinery should be foolproof. This point 
struck a particularly strong chord with me - but 
for a very different reason to that raised by 
Harry Ferguson.

His argument was that the science of farming 
should be the possibility of catching the weath
er - doing the job when the soil conditions are 
exactly right. When something breaks on the 
farmer’s machinery, it isn’t the cost of the part 
that bothers him so much as his inability to get 
on with the job. In this regard Harry 
Ferguson’s machinery was extremely fool
proof. Evidence of this was the huge success 
that Ferguson machinery had in Scandinavian 
countries - a success that continues to today. 
In those northern latitudes the window for 
working the land is extremely short and the 
reliability of his machinery used to be the dif
ference for the farmer between a good and 
bad financial year. The Scandinavian coun
tries are still amongst the most heavily trac- 
tored farming communities in the world.

What rings alarm bells in a modern manufac
turer’s mind is the growth of product liability lit
igation, particularly in North America. This has 
given birth to a whole stratum in the North 
American legal profession, whose sole income 
depends on its ability to prove that despite 
your every effort to make machines safe, a 
wholly irresponsible action by a user of your 
equipment leading to an accident is in the end 
your fault.

In those sectors that deal with personal ser
vices, individuals and businesses have with
drawn their services. Many gynaecologists 
stopped practising when the number of mal
practice law suits against them grew like mad 
in the early 1980s. Likewise, skating rinks, 
where owners closed them down rather than 
pay the insurance premiums to cover the risk 
of accidents to skaters.

In farm machinery we can’t close down; there 
are too many hundreds of thousands of old 
tractors still in use out there. In 1985, the year 
when the insurance premiums hit their highest, 
Massey-Ferguson paid a seven million dollars 
insurance premium for tractors in a year where 
the net sales of new tractors was just over 100 
million dollars. Seven percent of the sales 
price in that year as an insurance premium 
because in modern litigation dominated 
America, it is impossible to build a ‘foolproof 
tractor.

Turning now to the last point that intrigued me 
in his Maryland speech, Harry Ferguson was 
uncompromising in his assertion that farmers 
should not be subsidised. The argument was 
linked into the need to avoid price increasing 
actions. Subsidies meant increasing taxes 
and hence increases in the cost of living. 
Ferguson’s argument was that farmers should 
be educated and inspired to make a profit by 
reducing costs through the use of modern 
machinery. Somehow or other those ideas 
have gone by the board and subsidies are very 
much the order of the day. And it is true that 
the people of western Europe and North 
America have benefited from never having to 
worry about food shortages.

However I would raise one point which lurks 
there in the backs of our minds as manufactur
ers when we think of our future investment 
plans, and it concerns that central instrument 
of agricultural policy in the European commu
nity, the Common Agricultural Policy. When 
last I saw the figures, the CAP accounted for 
60% of the European Community’s budget, 
paid for by the taxpayers of the community. 
The vast majority of community members live 
in urban areas whilst the direct beneficiaries, 
the farming community, live in rural areas.

10



THE FERGUSON CLUB

Across mainland Europe this rural community 
still wields considerable clout and hence indi
rectly influences the continuing high level of 
subsidy. But what if the far more numerous 
urban population were ever to think that the 
benefits of regular food supply was out
weighed by the high costs of subsidies, what 
then? Maybe these are unnecessarily pes
simistic thoughts. However our internal plan
ning is based, not on any cataclysmic reduc
tion in subsidies and hence in the size of the 
machinery market, but certainly on a gradual 
reduction in the market for farm machinery in 
Europe based in part on a gradual erosion of 
subsidies.

And this is something which does influence our 
thinking on how to bring forth the products that 
farmers will want in the future.

But enough of the late twentieth century reality 
of Harry Ferguson’s mid-century anticipations.

becoming more volatile and unpredictable and 
is typified by the cartoon sent to me by a col
league in the business in the United States.

In such an unpredictable environment, creativ
ity and pioneering is seen as a high risk strat
egy. When speed of response to the new 
ideas of others is the name of the game, why 
risk everything on a radical move when evolu
tion is sufficient? This issue was brought out 
most succinctly in a recent article in the 
McKinsey Quarterly talking about the competi
tive advantage to be gained in engineering.

These days we can read markets as synony
mous with products. And the last two points 
argue very hard against radical new product 
developments,

(a) With all the risk that’s associated with the 
farm machinery business, will the return 
justify the financial outlay, particularly if

What of the future - what of the 90s and early 
twenty-first century? In many respects the 
basics that face the farm machinery industry 
will be unchanged. The growth in the world 
population will mean a continuing demand for 
food, and that means continuing demand for 
farm machinery. The tendency for moving into 
minimum tillage agriculture, which was never 
very big, has probably been slowed down if not 
reversed by the environmental movement with 
its distinct aversion to the increasing use of 
chemicals. This would argue for a greater use 
of conventional tillage and harvesting tech
niques.

Where the debate will become interesting is 
where to strike the balance between, on the 
one hand, the need to use chemicals to sus
tain crop yields to meet the increasing demand 
for food, and on the other, the environmental
ist argument for the curtailment of their use.

Which brings me on to one of the most frus
trating aspects about the environment in which 
manufacturers have to make an assessment of 
future needs and what they are going to do 
about it.

The world of farming and farm machinery is

(b) rapid communication means knowledge of 
radical changes are available to anybody 
very quickly.

In such an environment Massey-Ferguson has 
continued to pioneer as was seen with the 
introduction of our 3000 series tractors in 
1986. This involved the use of electronics in 
an active and not merely passive or monitoring 
role, for example in the wheel slip control fea
ture.

Far less glamorous, but equally pioneering, is 
the wheel concept. This is a concept that 
we're working on with a Western Australian 
company called Altrack. The idea is to replace 
a conventional wheel rim and pneumatic tyre 
configuration with a flat profile Inner wheel on 
to which are bolted a series of separate V 
shaped hollow rubber segments. Though 
probably of limited application in Europe, this 
does have a serious technical potential in third 
world countries where extremely rough operat
ing conditions make serious tyre damage a 
regular concern. Such a wheel whilst retaining 
the suspension characteristics of a pneumatic 
tyre, will not suffer punctures. Should an indi
vidual segment be damaged it can be mended 
on the run, or run for tens of miles at high
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speed until repairs can be made. In the case 
of agricultural tractors this kind of wheel has 
some interesting possibilities for achieving low 
ground pressure. Whether it works fully and is 
economic is yet to be proven.

What this shows is that the spirit of radical 
change is still alive In Massey-Ferguson.

But what of the more predictable trends in the 
farm tractor business? Certainly we anticipate 
the historical trends of increasing average 
horsepower growing, though not as rapidly as 
in the 70s and 80s. We also see a continuing 
trend towards 4 wheel drive tractors, particu
larly In Europe and North America.

The total world demand (these figures inciden
tally exclude East Block countries and the 
closed western market in Argentina, Brazil and 
India) has dropped from 563,000 tractors five 
years ago (1984) to an estimated 467,000 this 
year and a projection of 461,000 in five years’ 
time. Within that figure you see the European 
industry as I mentioned earlier, still forecast to 
drop from an estimated 206,000 tractors this 
year to 183,000 tractors in 1994.

The four wheel drive content is expected to 
grow relentlessly with Europe leading the way. 
Currently four wheel drive has grown to repre
sent 75% of the European industry and though 
slowing down, is anticipated to hit 84% in five 
years’ time. North America is lagging behind 
Europe but moving in the same direction, with 
quite a long way to go in the rest of the world.

But there are other discernable moves appar
ent in the worldwide tractor industry. It is clear 
in Europe and North America that leisure activ
ities represent an increasing economic sector, 
a trend which inevitably influences the require
ments of tractors. Golf courses are springing 
up around the world very rapidly, and in suffi
cient quantities to make the industry think in 
terms of specialist ranges of grassland trac
tors.

In other parts of the world we are becoming 
more lateral in our thinking of what is meant by 
crops. We’ve tended to associate the word 
with wheat, barley and hay, but what about

forests as crops. There’s a whole specialist 
industry of machinery in support of forestry but 
in Scandinavian countries where they have a 
dual cropping year, "conventional” crops in 
summer and trees in winter, they want a trac
tor that doubles up as a forestry tractor in win
ter. Half of the tractors we sell to Finland are 
dual purpose conventional and forestry trac
tors.

And what about baggage handling at airports? 
Increasingly in the states you’ll find in airports 
that basically agricultural tractors are proving 
to be the most economic venture for hauling 
baggage carts around airport terminal build
ings. Look out of your departure lounge win
dow when next you pass through an American 
airport.

But in case you think we’re ail going a bit soft 
in the head looking at non-farm applications of 
tractors, let me describe an agricultural appli
cation which is actively testing our minds at the 
moment When Harry Ferguson launched his 
tractor, it was a relatively low horsepower 
machine that pulled a conventional three fur
row plough. Over the years more and more 
power has been required of vehicles to pull 
bigger and bigger ground engaging imple
ments. So the growth in horsepower brought 
with it in a linear relationship, weight and 
ruggedness of the vehicle.

But what do you make of the growing demand 
for high PTO horsepower out of a small vehi
cle? Around" the wortd there has always been 
an enormous demand for tractors to work In 
vineyards, fruit farms and orchards - but such 
vehicles were small in size, both height and 
width, and relatively low in horsepower.

But these days you can buy some very large 
sprayers requiring significant power to drive 
them. Hitherto, the farmer has had two solu
tions. Mount them on a very large high horse
power tractor or install an auxiliary power 
source on a small tractor. In California, fruit 
farmers are now wanting tractors around the 
size of an M-F 240, with a 48 inch by 48 inch 
front profile, capable of pushing 80 horsepow
er through the PTO shaft to drive the sprayers.

12



THE FERGUSON CLUB

What we’re seeing is a growth in more special
ist applications generally requiring more power 
but not for primary cultivation activities.

More and more the modern manufacturer, par
ticularly below 80 horsepower, is seeing the 
business fragment into many niche markets. 
The manufacturer who tries to offer a standard 
vehicle to cover all applications will find life 
more and more difficult.

In future we will have to recognise three key 
customer profiles and have products that meet 
the requirements of such people.

The first category, the productivity motivated 
customer, is found mainly in European farm
ing, using tractors in the 80 to 150 hp range. 
He is likely to accept and recognise a high 
level of features and benefits and will pay extra 
for them.

These customers tend to be operators of the 
larger arable farms, or contractors.

There are pockets of customers elsewhere in 
the world, for example in Japan and North 
America. But in North America the productivi
ty motivated, high spec customer starts much 
higher up the horsepower range from around 
150 to 400 hp, a band that now represents 
approximately 15% of the industry and whose 
significance is expected to grow.

In the next category are the specialist applica
tion owners. Again these farmers recognise 
and are willing to pay extra for high level fea
tures and benefits. These are the people who 
require a variety of axle widths and tractor 
heights, particularly in the vineyard, fruit and 
orchard applications 1 described earlier. They 
want vehicles that are very tailored to their 
applications. The customer now finds it unac
ceptable to put a big sprayer on a convention
al 80 horsepower tractor. He wants a small 
profile tractor,

The vegetable and special crop^ customers 
worldwide want tractors specifically suited to 
their needs.

And however small the tractor, these cus

tomers want fully air conditioned and filtered 
cab models to meet increasing operator com
fort standards and spraying safety legislation.

And then again you have the forestry farmers 
who want their dual purpose tractors.

All this variety constitutes the Specialist 
Application sector.

Finally, but in no way less important, are what 
we loosely call the economy motivated own
ers. These tractor buyers are generally the 
small to medium sized mixed and dairy farms 
in Europe, North America, Australia, Japan 
and New Zealand. You also find such tractors 
required as back-up tractors on “productivity- 
motivated” type farms. And these are the main 
tractors for the developing world. Horsepower 
ranges anywhere from 35 to 120 horsepower 
and these tractors are characterised by a limit
ed level of feature sophistication. Though I 
hasten to add that this does not equate to a 
bare bones tractor. The essential requirement 
is to have a reasonable purchase price, relia
bility and good resale value.

Having said this much about how we see the 
future for agricultural tractors, I’m sure some of 
you are now speculating what we at Massey- 
Ferguson, the business descendants of Harry 
Ferguson, are going to do about it.

It would be wrong of me to give you a detailed 
outline of the company’s new product pro
grammes. I can riff the skfrts a tittre however, 
to give you a broad sense of the direction in 
which we are heading.

(This last piece may now take on the unvar
nished look of a commercial. I make no apolo
gies. We're all members of the Ferguson Club 
and this is Massey-Ferguson.)

To understand the future I need to explain the 
unwitting challenges that Harry Ferguson 
placed on his design engineering successors 
in the business. Two points are crucial here.

Firstly the Ferguson tractor was brilliantly cost 
effective from a pure design standpoint. 
Whenever we have made cost comparisons of
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alternative designs for the basic functions per
formed by the tractor it is well nigh impossible 
to beat the cost of the Ferguson design.

Secondly, if you add to that the manufacturing 
facility that was laid down at Banner Lane in 
support of the design, one is hard pressed to 
find a more economic method of manufactur
ing high volumes of components.

With time, customers wanted more specifica
tion. But the cost effectiveness of the original 
design and the manufacturing facilities laid 
down in support of that design made any radi
cal move away from the major components 
commercially unattractive.

The 23 inch transmission case and the 26 inch 
centre housing have been the key dimensions 
since the early days, and other than the addi
tion of the spacer in 1972, the physical space 
inside these key components has remained 
unchanged.

But the market wanted more. More horsepow
er, more gears, more PTO speeds, more 
hydraulic capacity, independent PTO, power 
shift features, forward and reverse shuttle, side 
gear shifting and four wheel drive capability. 
All coming out of essentially that same space 
that Harry Ferguson gave us.

The engineering history of the last 36 years at 
Massey-Ferguson has had much to do with 
more and more ingenious solutions on how to 
provide more features out of the same space. 
In many respects this has been a remarkably 
successful commercial achievement in that it 
has allowed the business to avoid heavy capi
tal investment.

But at a cost.

A cost certainly in terms of the internal com
plexity of our product. As someone described 
it, the inside of our transmission and centre 
housing these days is like a Swiss watch. You 
can barely get your little finger irr there. And 
that means that as the market wants even 
more variability in specification, Massey- 
Ferguson will have to become more flexible in 
the way it puts tractors together and its speed

of response.

That invariably takes us down the route of 
engineering programmes which require the 
engineering skills of a Harry Ferguson. But 
where as his tractor was universal in its appli
cations and startling in terms of conceptual 
changes, we’re heading towards a product 
whose key elements are sufficiently modular in 
design concept for us to put together in the fac
tory here all the variety of combinations that 
the customer wants.

Remember what I said earlier. The worldwide 
market appears to want a more tailored prod
uct. Standardising specification will not be the 
solution for the future. That concept and faster 
response times are the key drivers to product 
development in the future.

Whether Harry Ferguson would agree, we 
shall have to wait and see in the next life.

Editor’s note: There is an aspect that should 
be noted in considering these points. The 
inflationary forces referred to by Prof Neufeld 
in Global Corporation disguise what is actually 
going on in the real economy. Inflation is the 
devaluation of currency which means you have 
to use more pounds, dollars etc in order to 
exchange the same goods. In the year quoted 
here, 1948, milling wheat in UK was 23 
shillings cwt and feed wheat 21 shillings, ie 
£23 and £21 per ton respectively. In 1993 cur- 
rency that is equivalent to £328 and £300 per 
(on. However, UK wheat prices in 1993 are 
approximately £120/ton for milling and £100 
for feed - a considerable drop in real terms as 
Harry Ferguson indicated all those years ago. 
(Note we refer here to an imperial or metric 
ton/tonne, not the US ‘short’ ton.)

If we adjust the £5 per tractor profit quoted 
above it comes to a figure of approximately 
£71.50 per tractor in 1993 sterling. On the 
55,062 tractors sold in 1948 that would, in 
1993 terms, equal a £3,936,933 gross profit 
with which to offset his (non manufacturing of 
course) overheads for the tractors. 
Implements were, as described, an additional 
and very important element.
With regard to selling TE 20 tractors through
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Harry Ferguson Inc without profit to Harry 
Ferguson Ltd, it may be that with the loss of 
the US sourced Ferguson tractor in July 1947, 
it was deemed absolutely vital to maintain the 
cash flow of the US operation before the new 
Detroit made Ferguson came on stream. 
Harry Ferguson Inc 1946 sales were half those 
of 1946 and 1947. 1946 profits were also
halved to $2,164,811 in 1947; slashed again in 
1948 to just $540,968 leading to an actual loss 
of $368,251 in 1949. The cost of litigation 
appears to have been met from Harry 
Ferguson Inc with the net settlement proceeds 
of $9.25 million substantially inflating the 1949 
profit statement. G Field

LITTLE THINGS 
THAT MATTER

DO N ' T  f o rg e t  to  d r a in  y o u r  
t r a c to r= c o o l in g  sy s te m  ev e ry  

n i g h t  d u r i n g  w in t e r  m o n t h s  w h e n  
t h e r e  is d a n g e r  o f  f ro s ts .  W a t e r  
e x p a n d s  o n  f r e e z in g  a n d  m a y  
d a m a g e  t h e  r a d i a to r  a n d  c rack  th e  
c y l in d e r  b lock !  So  b e  o n  th e  safe  
s ide  a n d  d r a w  it  off, s t o r in g  in  o ld  
oil  d r u m s  if  y o u r  w a te r  s u p p ly  is 
n o t  h a n d y .

This is the famous Ferguson Tractor

The Ferguson tractor is one of Britain's leading exports. A 
$20,000,000 American order, a £2,000,000 French order and 

other orders from Europe and the Commonwealth are already 

bringing £7,000,000 to  Britain.

The Ferguson tractor, u  part of the Ferguson System o f  com- 

p/ete  farm mechanisation, is in world-wide demand by farmers 
because it enables them to produce more food at less cost from 
every available acre.

*Every Meek more than 1,000 Ferguson tractors are produced in the 
Banner Lane factory o f  Standard Motor Co. Ltd., and more than 5f)OQ 
Ferguson iniplemenis b y  forem ost British manufacturers, fo r  Harry 
Ferguson Ltd., C ountry.

FARM BETTER, FARM FASTER WITH Ferguson
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Ferguson

Worldwide

- SOUTH AFRICA

The Ferguson Club bonnet strip arrived just In 
time for my newly rebuilt TE-A to be put on dis
play at the Royal Show, Pietermaritzburg. I 
managed to get second prize with it, which 
was a pleasant surprise. I have no doubt that 
the engine was factory fitted but I had to find 
such as mudguards, bonnet etc when rebuild
ing it. I would like to further improve this ‘new’ 
TE-A by finding an exact copy of the tempera
ture gauge. All I need is the dial. This can be 
fitted to the new unit already installed. The 
same applies to the oil gauge, except that my 
tractor still has the original unit but with the 
graduations and printing on the dial faded by 
the African sun! If you can help me I would be 
most grateful.
(We contacted Luddington Machinery and they 
have promised to send dials from damaged 
gauges. Editor)

The winter of 1994 (summer time to you north 
of the Equator) has been exceptionally cold. 
There is not a single green leaf left on any of 
my fuchsias and I expect we have lost a good 
500 plants. Such is life.

As I write this report from South Africa, my wife 
Betty has just started the generating plant to 
do the washing! I built this unit a number of 
years ago, coupling a Ferguson TE-A engine 
to a 3Kw generator. I’d better check that 
engine number sometime!

Enclosed is my photograph of six TE20s. The 
first three, with yellow registration plates (from 
left) are mine. The end one I recently com
pleted and is the one referred to above that 
won the prize at Pietermaritzburg in May. I 
have since fitted it with a downswept exhaust. 
The fourth from left is a TE-D which I gave to 
my son-in-law Philip. The last two on the right, 
bought as scrap looking like dead spiders, 
have been restored here and are now sold. 
The flat top wing behind is a 165 in for repairs.

I think that the early importers of Fergusons (in 
Natal at least) were a firm called McCartney 
Roadway. I have a contact there and will fol
low that up.

The accompanying photographs of the 
Ferguson ‘A’ have raised many questions here 
in South Africa. My friend Nick, who sent 
them, and I would be most interested in your 
comments. Nick remembers his prep school in 
UK buying a second hand Ferguson ‘A’ or 
Ferguson-Brown around 1944, but not with the 
offset steering seen here of course. This par
ticular tractor is up in the Eastern Transvaal 
somewhere.

Another offset ‘A’ has turned up in the Willem 
Prinsloo Museum. This one not only has the 
offset steering but a carrierbox too! What a 
pleasure it would be to own a thing like that. 
Do you think that the ‘A’ conversion - which it 
probably is - was done on commission by 
some firm like Muir Hill? I think they were in 
operation in those days. There may be anoth
er ‘A’ north of Pretoria.
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Tractor Parts
Up to 75% Savings New ^  Used ̂  Rebuilt

Wide selection of Decal Sets 
All Makes & Models Crawler & Wheel 

Largest Stock ^  Lowest Prices

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Send for a Free copy of our "We v our Toys ’’ catalogue 
★  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Phone................................................................................................  1-701-235-7503
Toll Free from North Dakota..................................................................................................... 1-800-422-0952
Toll Free within Continental...................................................................................................... 1-800-437-3279
USA, Puerto Rico, Hawaii & Alaska...............................................   1-800-437-4330
Toil Free from Canada (Alta, Man, Ont, Sask, NWT)..............................................................1-800-527-3260

Surplus Tractor Parts Corporation, P.O. Box 2125, Fargo, North Dakota 58107
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The general arrangement is clear resulting in relatively simple conversion. Clearly the seat pan 
is not from an ‘A ’.

The first Ferguson A ' with offset steering referred to in our report. Driver position is clearly 
shown.
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behind every 
successful farmer

there's a good tractor.
And behind every good tractor, there’s 

AFCO, the tractor spares specialists. We supply spares 
every well-known make of tractor, backed by a fast 
efficient service. If necessary, we ll fly it there! the farmers’friend
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PLOW

with the NEW FERGUSON DISC PLOW
H ere’s a new-type disc plow . . . new in design . . . new 
in performance!

Stream lined engineering has done away with excess 
weight. I t ’s easier to  handle faster in action more 
economical to pull. And you’ll get positive penetration 
in the toughest soils.

This new Ferguson Disc Plow is tractor-m ounted. 
Like all other Ferguson Im plem ents it is raised, 
lowered and depth  adjusted by Finger Tip Control 
right from the trac to r seat.

Side draft is controlled by the exclusive Ferguson 
Floating Furrow  Wheel.

Come in and see one today or call for a dem on
stration.

FERGUSON TRACTOR
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The replacement casting housing the steering assembly seen here leaving the gear lever 
unchanged. Note the patent plates in usual place.

Editor’s note: It is clear that the unit housing 
the steering box/dash assembly has been cast 
as a unit The serial number/patent plate is 
installed in the correct position. Both these 
aspects plus that at least two exist would sug
gest a purposeful and competent modification. 
Enquiries to two people who worked at Harry 
Ferguson Ltd in Belfast at that time have not 
revealed any information at all. Clearly these 
tractors were done for a specific purpose, I 
suggest two initial lines of thought. Firstly - 
was the repositioning of the driver to allow the 
box/platform to be fitted over rear axle or, sec
ondly - was it to allow the driver to be in a bet
ter position because of the environment where 
it was to work. Mining and plantation work

may fit the latter requirement. The cost of con
version was not cheap. This would suggest a 
high value operation such as mining rather 
than plantation work, especially as farm labour 
in SA was usually in plentiful supply. The unit 
with the carrier box has wings which perhaps 
suggests industrial rather than agricultural/hor- 
ticultural use. However it is likely that these 
machines did not necessarily end their working 
lives doing the same duties as originally 
intended. I am sure that enquiries in SA will 
lead to some answers. Thank you, Dennis, for 
a most interesting and thought provoking 
report. G Field
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The second tractor referred to. This has a carrier box over the rear axle, front mudwings and 
another type of seat. This appears to have the standard size of rear tyres being Dunlop 9-22, 
similar to those Dunlop used to list as "The Original Pattern Dunlop Tractor Tyre". These were 
listed £8.00 in 1939 or £182 each in 1993 money!

A draw bar has been fitted but it is not clear how. We look forward to further and more detailed 
information.
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The left side. It appears that the throttle lever may be in usual place here. 

^  GERMANY

The exceptionally high standard of rebuilt is evident in these tractors from the fleet of Klaus 
Bergner in Stocklarn, Germany. The well known duo of M-F 35 and 65, the backbone of so many 
farms in the late fifties and early sixties, seen together with a French built M-F 25.

Photo: K Bergner 
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Fitted with a simple weather cab that allows engine heat to be drawn back to the driver, these 
tractors are, in addition, fitted with the wider rear wings incorporating a single seat. The latter 
were not permitted in the UK. Left to right are: 1964 M-F 65 Mk II #SNDY605430 (ADA 203); 
1958 Ferguson FE 35 # DM97827 (23c); 1963 M-F 35 3 cyl Perkins A3-152 on 16.9-24 tyres on 
PAVT 13-14 rims and 1961 M-F 25 made in Beauvais, France, ^SNMY 1005893 fitted with a 
Perkins A4-107 engine giving 27 hp. Photo; K Bergner

FERGUSON SIDE 
DELIVERY RAKE
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Harry Moving 
Lochem, The Netherlands HOLLAND

Herewith I satisfy your request to write about 
my visit to the Ferguson Challenge on 30th 
July near Wickenby Airfield.

But because I’m new in this club I’d like to tell 
you something about myself first. I’m an early 
retired mechanisation teacher from an agricul
tural high school. With my wife Ria and daugh
ter Anne I live on a small farm near Lochem 
(about 25 miles north east of Arnhem) where 
we keep Zwatbles sheep (an old Dutch breed).

One of my hobbies is the history of farm mech
anisation and collecting tractors and machin
ery. I have five Ferguson TE20s (two runners, 
one restored), three ploughs, a cultivator, a 
disk-harrow, a transport box (all Ferguson), an 
MF 10 baler and two Nuffield 10/42s.

As a member of the Dutch Old Tractor and 
Engine Club, I was the editor of the club mag

azine from 1981 to 1991. I do not often go to 
rallies with my machinery but I made an excep
tion this year for vintage ploughing. Last year 
I was second in our district and this year I’m 
selected for the national final.

I’m afraid you will not often see me on rallies in 
England, but this summer I was lucky enough 
to be in Lincolnshire at the right moment. 
Although I did not see the 100 TE20s plough
ing in one line, it was very imposing to see so 
many Grey Fergies together. Not only the 
number, but especially the way most of the 
tractors were restored was Imposing. I think 
you have less variation in the right Ferguson 
gray than there is in the Netherlands. In our 
country almost everybody has his own ideas 
about “the real Ferguson gray”! It also struck 
me that most of the tractors had a vertical 
exhaust pipe. In the Netherlands you will sel
dom see them.

Mr and Mrs Mooij from Holland inspect Ferguson Duplex plough, circa 1925, with G Field.
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I regret 1 could not take up the offer of Mr 
Popplewell to drive one of his tractors because 
I was very curious to know how it was to 
plough this Lincolnshire soil. But I was travel
ling with three colleagues and we had to catch 
the ferry In Hull on Saturday evening.

how much Ferguson equipment I saw there. 
Unfortunately we were travelling in a small 
Volkswagen Golf, including our luggage for 
one week. I spite of this I could not resist this 
Mecca for a Ferguson collector and I succeed
ed in bringing some useful plough parts home.

The few hours I could spend were used to talk 
with a lot of enthusiastic Ferguson owners - 
and not forget - to look around in Mr 
Poppleweirs yard. It was almost unbelievable

Maybe I could write another time about vintage 
ploughing in the Netherlands and especially 
about my own experiences.

DENMARK

Mrs Merethe Hansen on TE-20 narrow tractor
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It was a long, hot summer here In Denmark. 
We Ferguson people have been to many dif
ferent rallies, not special Ferguson ones, but 
those organised by our Danish Tractor Club for 
a lot of different types.
The Ferguson Club 'in Denmark is not so big as 
to make a special Ferguson event but maybe 
someday we will for interest is very great. We 
talk to many people and explain to them all 
about the different things that happened 
between 1946 and 1956.
I recently had an interesting letter from M-F in 
Copenhagen. The Ferguson company grew 
from an organisation called Nordisk Diesel, a 
subsidiary of Burmeister & Wain Industri. They 
sold Bur-Wain Diesel engines for lorrys. The 
War made problems for them and the compa
ny started to sell a Wurmeister & Wain ‘Gas 
Producer’ unit to help keep the wheels rolling. 
After the War ended, cars were sold and they 
struck a deal with the genius constructor, Harry 
Ferguson, to import his famous Ferguson trac
tor.
The company took the initiative to get tax free 
petrol introduced for farming. (This we called 
Blue Petrol as described in an earlier maga
zine.) After seven years there were 25,000 
Fergusons at work on petrol.
Apparently, when Ferguson started to sell trac
tors here only 10 TEs with Continental Z120 
engines were imported. It is said that they 
wished to be different from those firms who 
were importing TEs privately (mostly in 
Jutland) so decided to standardise on the new 
TE-A with the English built engine. TE-A 
engines were ordered and fitted to TE tractors 
in stock here. That maybe is the reason why 
some Fergusons here have a spacer between 
the engine and front axle.
Diesel tractors came later and, for the first time 
in 1961, there were more tractors than horses 
in Denmark. There had, at one time, been 
about 600,000 horses on our farms. Today 
Ferguson tractors have over half the market. (It 
is believed that the TE-20 was well over 70% 
of ail tractors in Denmark in the 1950's, Editor) 
After the merger with M-H in 1953 Nordisk 
diversified to sell such implements as Overum

ploughs (under the name Nordi) and M-F 
industrial machines. In 1974 Massey- 
Ferguson bought Hanomag in Germany and 
two years later built a factory here in Denmark 
in Jutland, the company is still In the same 
location but will move in February 1995.
I got an interesting letter from a member who 
found a TE-A, #204513, made in France, 
According to Lawrence Jamieson, who has 
been in France, they were built in St Dennis- 
Sur-Seine near Paris after the merger with 
Massey-Harris in 1953. The tractor is a little 
different from the TE-A 20 we know. The gear
box cover has the letters AR and D and the 
back axle shows a different number - 2217. I 
will send pictures in due course. Please send 
me more information if you have It.
In Denmark we have problems finding out 
about the difference between TE-A and TE-D 
but information from George Field and Roger 
Seidel has been a great help to us,. The 
engine number with prefix ‘SC’ is for the later 
petrol engines because the makers decided 
not to give the 85mm TVO engine a new prefix 
but to use ‘S’ and cut in at S 120510 E. This 
was alright as long as petrol engines were a lot 
lower but as they approached S 120510E a 
new prefix was required so they put a ‘C’ on 
after ‘S’.
Also TVO manifolds have given us some prob
lems. We have seen other types of heating 
manifold but these are not correct for the TE- 
D.
In Denmark we find the Ferguson Club a great 
help with information and nice things to buy. 
Much of the things we read in the Ferguson 
Club magazine we do not know here. So 
everybody, take care of the club, send your 
history or something to make it easier work for 
the people who make the magazine. The 
colour front page is very nice.
Some of us here have bought the model 
Ferguson tractor from Scaledown. They are 
very good.
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Gentle mists of the early morning lift to reveal just some of the Fergusons quietly awaiting the 
challenge of the day.
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GREY FERGUSON CHALLENGE
The Ferguson Club staged Its most 
ambitious and successful event yet by 
assembling a spectacular one hundred 
plus Ferguson tractors ploughing 
together in one bout over 1000 yards. 
Even at the slower than usual speed used on 
the day, 2.5 miles per hour, the rate of work 
was 51 acres per hour. Had the fleet ploughed 
at the normal speed for a TE 20, 3.5 miles per 
hour, the rate would have been a staggering 
71 acres per hour.
On land at Westalby Manor, near Wickenby, 

Lincolnshire, provided by kind permission of 
Mr & Mrs J.F. Rainthorpe, the two day event 
was organised by club members Mr & Mrs 
John Popplewell, son Mark, club chairman Ian 
Halstead and his wife Anne, Mr John Jefferies 
plus many other members of the Ferguson 
Club. We are certain that never before have so 
many tractors of one type with their own make 
of plough been seen working together as a 
unit.

Ferguson enthusiasts came from all parts of 
the United Kingdom, including Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales to take part in this 
unique event. Their dedication to all things Fer
guson was plain to everyone including the hun
dreds of people who just came to watch the 
spectacle. The cost of the event was met by 
the Ferguson Club at £2513.00 plus all those 
who kindly donated land, transport, fuel and 
other incidental expenses. No income was 
received except for a generous donation from 
the Ferguson Society to cover some of the 
advertising.
If any proof was needed of the value to 
Ferguson enthusiasts of the efforts of the 
Ferguson Club then July 30th and 31st cer
tainly showed It. A truly great two days!

The achievement was observed by indepen
dent persons and details have been sent to the 
Guiness Book of Records.

Photographs by Sam Rea & G Field
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Mr J.F. Rainthorpe who kindly donated the land and buildings used in addition to providing prac
tical backup in the preparation of the site. Without Mr Rainthorpe’s kindness and co-operation 
staging such a spectacle would not have been possible - with TE 998.

The Ferguson Club Grey Challenge organisers Mr Ian Halstead (left) Mr John Popplewell (on 
right) with Keith Blain, seated, owner of the oldest tractor on the day and which led the attempt, 
and Mr G. Field.
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Saturday practice run. With about half home TE-D #399920, JCT 92, owned and driven by Mr D. 
Wollaton is followed by one of the few FE 35s to take part.

During the Saturday practice work a little damp does not deter M. Jefferies with TE-A 180035.
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Saturday line up achieved just over 70 tractors with owners camping or caravaning on nearby 
Wickenby airfield.

Saturday practice run led by Mark Popplewell. A minute or so's halt while a Land Rover goes to 
find cause of holdup. The practice proved invaluable for the serious attempt the next day.
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A fine static display of Ferguson tractors was put on by Mr Popplewell including this front mount
ed road sweeper on an industrial TE-T. Also present were a French built TE20 and an equal size 
wheel M-F 35 FWD.
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12-00 o ’clock briefing. Sunday's official attempt had to be brought forward due to deteriorating 
weather outlook. In order to ensure safety and keep discipline in the line a few simple instruc
tions were given.

Operators ranged from experienced to total novice as they listened to the briefing under the 
Ferguson Club flag.
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Briefing over and to work. Just over 100 tractors moved down the headland to begin their bout. 
TE-A #180035, M. Jefferies is followed by another TE-A 1948 #41621.

37



THE FERGUSON CLUB

Entrant 40, S. Durant sporting a fine early set of lights on TE-D #125053 moves down headland 
followed by Margarette Rea from Larne, Northern Ireland on a borrowed 1956 TE-F #512426 
owned by J. Bayes.
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To lead the way the only Ferguson ‘A ’ or Ferguson Brown, ^453, was proudly driven by owner 
Keith Blain. He recently acquired this tractor from London where it had stood for over 20 years.

Left
Margarette Rea was the only lady ploughman of the day. Although not having driven for a long 
time, Margarette was not deterred from having a go. She is the only one ever therefore, for this 
is the first event. Firsts cannot be repeated!

Far left
Many present have a long Ferguson ‘pedigree’. Such is Fred Wilson from Sheffield on early 1948 
TE A #24770 with 2f 10” GP plough, type OH/AE/A28 #012832.
By far the majority present used AE28 ploughs. Behind is Peter Walker on TE-D #136188, a 
1950 tractor. Photograph by Fred Wilson
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Harry Ferguson would have not been displeased with TE #998 which, aithough rebuilt to the very 
highest standards, is still allowed to get its 'feet' dirty. Ferguson Club member Roger Seidel 
brought this machine from Chipping Norton in Oxfordshire.

The land proved ideal being free draining, levei and not too hard. Field length was approximate
ly 1000 yards which proved necessary for handling over 100 tractors. Indeed the spare capacity 
was a positive advantage. TE-F #415024 owned by Ferguson Club chairman Ian Halstead, fol
lowed by Mr Caunter’s TE-D, the only 4WD to take part.
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Working TE-F ^479178 of B. Leggett ahead of Roger Seidel’s TE#998, both using AE 28 
ploughs.

The Fergusons Club’s second youngest member, Gemma Beer from Devon with her sister Jean 
and Alexandra Field prepare to photograph the spectacle.
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Lead tractors lifting out at the end of the “Challenge" tx)ut on Sunday, over 100 tractors stretch
ing as far as the eye can see into the distance. No 35, C.E. Atkin, TE-F #368795, an early 1954 
diesel, is foilowed up E. Jefferies on his TE-F #410554. a iater 54 tractor and one of only a few 
with wheels at 48”.

Rod Fuller, entrant 64, from the West Midlands, looks well pleased as he completes aboard his 
TE-D and AE-28 plough. Rod also had his wheels at 48”, the recommended setting with a 10” 2f 
plough and 10x28 rear tyres.
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Northern Ireland, homeland of the late Harry Ferguson and where all of the early development of 
the Ferguson System took place, was well represented by Alistair Beck on an immaculate TE-A 
#184434. Alistair’s trip involved a sea crossing to Stranrear in Scotland with 300 miles more by 
road to Lincolnshire. __

.. X-- ak jmjri. r rasH.

■
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Many came long distances to take part in this thus far unique event. Entry no 43, Ferguson Club 
member Mr F. D. Gould from the island of Anglesey in North Wales, completes his bout on TE-D 
#301219 made November 1952. AEY 503 is an Anglesey registration number.
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WUliam McDowell with his collection of Ferguson tractors. Taking pride of place, a

44



THE FERGUSON CLUB

1937 Ferguson Brown Type A, number 578, that he restored on his farm at Ballymena.
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Some had minor teething problems!

While others rushed forward to give assistance!!
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V ID EO
TH E  FE R G U SO N  C L U B ’S

GREY FERGUSON  
CHALLENGE

A spectacular event organised by The Ferguson Club' when over one hundred 
Grey Ferguson tractors descended on Wickenby, in Lincolnshire, in July 
1994. The object was to get as many Grey Fergusons as possible ploughing in 
one field and it proved to be a record number. The tractors, ranged from a I930's Ferguson 
Brown to 1960's Ferguson 35. We talk to participants including a Northern Ireland owner, the 
organisers, and a man who has 150 of these popular little tractors. The video has been produced in 
association with agricultural broadcaster Alan Stennett and is a spectacle that will delight former owners 

and enthusiasts. VHS, 40 minutes. £14.95 + £1.50 pp
F R E E / '

Our new Catalogue 
is now available, listing over 300 

books and 200 videos on Tractors,
Stationary Engines, Traction 

Engines, Road Transport, Heavy 
Horses, etc.

^Send for your copy today!̂

TRACTOR BOOKS
Dept. FC, Low Green Farm, Hutton____

Driffield, East Yorkshire
England Y025 9PX h h

Tel/Fax (01377) 270209 • Mobile (0836) 74261 9j

Alan Stennett, broadcaster and narrator of the video featured above, tries his hand at the wheel 
of a TE20 modified for giving tractor driving instruction.
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Days end - members, owners and visitors, find time to reiax and meet new friends. There is much 
to discuss and savour after such a successfui task weli done.

Keith Blain's ‘A ' #453 was undoubtably the star of the day. Although few of these were made they 
are still being found and brought out While approaching 200 are known to exist, it may well be 
that up to 300 have survived.
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Lively discussion centered round many tractors as here where a Ford-Ferguson 9NAN #36145 
caught the eye of Harold Beer and George Field with its owner E. Searl. This tractor had many 
pointers to its early year of production, 1940. Not many survive this side of the Atlantic.

THE OLD TWENTY PARTS COMPANY
♦ ♦  ♦

Your first call for 
Ferguson and 

Ford-Ferguson 
♦ ♦ ♦

Most parts - many 
original 
♦ ♦ ♦

Parts for most 
other makes from 

1920 to date 
♦ ♦ ♦

Send stamped 
addressed 

envelope for 
complete list

Visit our stand at major rallies - send for list of events we attend 
43 The Wharf, Shardlow, Near Derby, DE7 2HG 

Telephone: Derby (0332) 792994 (home) or (0332) 792698 (office)
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Evidence of the enthusiasm to take part in this unique event was more than adequately demon
strated by Alistair Beck from Northern Ireland. The Ferguson Club was delighted that the 
province should have been represented and expresses its gratitude to all those from Northern 
Ireland who supported the “Challenge”.

Not many cabs were present. This Lambourne was once very popular as, being canvas topped, 
it did not vibrate so much as metal. Noise reflects much less off soft tops. Peter Walker with TE- 
F ̂ 498160.
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GREY FERGUSON CHALLENGE

SNELLAND 1994

All participants received this plaque to fix to their tractors to commemorate a very special occa
sion.

Loaded up and ready for home.
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VINTAGE TRACTOR SALE 
DRIFFIELD, EAST YORKSHIRE

TRACTOR CONDITION PRICE
Ferguson TEF20 Good runner but rough £220.00
David Brown 880 Off farm condition £350.00
Fordson E27N Reasonable £640.00
Allis Chalmers B 1949 Reasonable £560.00
Ferguson TEA 20 1948 Good runner £250.00
Ferguson TEF 20 1955 Good order, sweet engine £480.00
Farmall A 1944 Reasonable £600.00
Fordson Dexta Fair £620.00
Ferguson TEF 20 Rough £230.00
D B Crop Master Rough £230.00
Ferguson TEF 20 c/w Mil Loader Reasonable £500.00
Ferguson TEF 20 Very good runner £300.00
Ferguson TED 20 Very rough £120.00
International B614 Fair £500.00
Ferguson TEA 20 Reasonable £270.00
Ferguson TEF 20 Reasonable £205.00
Ferguson TEA 20 1948 Reasonable

Log book, history appeared on 
“All Creatures Great & Small"

£280.00 

NOT SOLD
Nuffield 342 Fair £370.00
Ferguson 35 Reasonable £230.00

R A C T O R  J r  A R T SR v r t s  CU R P L G S
3 2 1 5  W e s t M a in  A v e . •  P .O . B o x  2 1 2 5  

F a rg o , N o r th  D a k o ta  5 8 1 0 7  CJ.S.A,
Phone 7 0 1 -2 3 5 -7 5 0 3  • Fax 7 01 -2 8 0 -9 3 2 8  • Telex 4 9 7 2 4 6 4

O R P .

MCTOft
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LETTERS
I have been using the top link shown in the 
photograph for about five years now. It was 
offered in a car boot sale in Skegness in 
Lincolnshire, the vendor explaining that it 
belonged to a friend, was ‘something to do with 
tractors’ and he wanted five pounds for it.

I have always been puzzled because It has no 
maker’s name on it and extends, as you can 
see, for twice its length. Coarse adjustment is 
obtained by pressing down the sprung collar, 
and fine adjustment by turning the threaded 
portion in and out in the conventional way.

I have used it to support maximum loadings 
that the tractor can handle with complete con
fidence. Nonetheless, It would be of interest to 
me if I could determine its origin.

Roger Webb
Representative for S Yorks/N E Derbyshire

The method rings a bell, but I do not know who 
made it • Ed.

On 330th-31st July Dad and I went to the Grey 
Ferguson Challenge at Westalby Manor, near 
Wickenby Airfield, Lincoln, to help set the 
record of over 100 tractors ploughing in a line.

The weather was very good but there was a 
shower on Sunday afternoon. Mr J Popplewell 
asked me to book everybody in and Dad 
helped to mark lines out.

On Saturday they started to plough at about 1 
pm but only got around 70 tractors. In the 
evening we had a barbecue with organ music 
- the food was fantastic, there was chicken, 
sausage, beefburger and drinks. Then for 
dessert there were trifles, gateaux and fruit 
salad. Then later on people brought out more 
desserts!! Great value for money - it was all 
cooked beautifully and there was plenty for 
everybody.

On Sunday morning we had a church service 
set in the 1930’s style. Then it was back to the 
ploughing. We set the record with 102 trac
tors. I enjoyed it and there were lots of spec
tators. It was great to see this historical event.

Simon Durant (age 11) 
Club member
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THE SCOTTISH AVIATION TRACTOR CABS
Victory in the Second World War led to a peri
od of profound change for thousands of com
panies as each sought to adjust to the post
war economy. Agriculture attracted many, 
even if only for a short term or interim period.

The most successful of the Interim projects for 
Scottish Aviation was also of an agricultural 
nature, and was the inspiration of Dick Ellison, 
one of the original Flying Instructors at 12 
EFTS and by this time General Manager, who 
was himself a small-holding farmer. This was 
the project to produce Scottish Aviation- 
designed tractor cabs, fabricated from alumini
um alloy so that they would be sufficiently light
weight to be installed by the driver alone. As 
the Company’s promotional brochure 
explained,

“It is appreciated that many farmers, who 
realise the advantages of tractor cabs under 
difficult weather conditions, prefer to drive a

standard tractor without cab during the bener 
weather months, consequently particular 
attention has been paid to making this cab 
easily removed. Spring clips require to be 
undone and the complete cab can be swung 
back and off in one minute. Remounting can 
be done in a similar fashion and in the same 
time. ”

The display of the Scottish Aviation tractor cab 
at the Ayr Show in April 1948 received an 
encouraging reception and suggested that 
there might be sufficient demand for produc
tion to be at a rate of fifty per day. The cab 
was extremely successful. It was manufac
tured for many different types of tractor and 
eventually it was even sold in a do-it-yourself 
kit form.

By the time the Company had exhibited the 
cab at the Royal Show in July it had added roof 
trusses and farm gates to its range of agricul-

Clean lines and sensible proportions are the hallmark of the Scottish Aviation cab for the 
Ferguson tractor. This particular example is fitted to a TE-D # 237609 owned and rebuilt by 
Ferguson Club member Robin Barker and son Paul from Norfolk. Photo: R Barker

54



THE FERGUSON CLUB

tural products and had gone so far as to con
sider making its own combined harvester. The 
new product in which the Company resided its 
greatest hopes at this time was now, however, 
a piece of agricultural equipment but it was 
associated with transport. It was the light alloy 
bus body.

Most cabs restrict visibility, some more than others. The Scottish Aviation is one of the better 
types with a wide windscreen and the all important small lower windows allowing a reasonable 
view of the front wheels. Photo: R Barker

r
l - r
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FROM FERGUSON BROWN TO GOLD 35!
Pride of place in the Ferguson collection of 
Ulsterman William McDowell goes to a 1937 
Ferguson Brown, registration number IW6481, 
one of between 1,270 and 1,300 made at 
Huddersfield.

“Probably not more than a hundred Ferguson 
Browns were sold onto Northern Ireland farms 
and finding one to restore took a great deal of 
time, effort and, of course, luck,” William 
explained.

The engine and chassis of the Ferguson 
Brown, type A, number 578, were found on a 
Co Antrim farm while a set of wheels was 
retrieved from a Co Down holding not far from 
Harry Ferguson’s birthplace at Growell, 
Dromore.

After farming for some years William McDowell 
had a long career in the then Ministry of 
Agriculture, Nl, before running Ballymena’s 
two day show for several successful seasons.

“One of the areas I worked in with the Ministry 
covered Harry Ferguson’s home district and 
finding some parts for the Ferguson Brown on 
a nearby farm was very satisfying. When the 
tractor was found it was in pieces having been 
dismantled for restoration, but instead had 
ended up a plaything for children and a source 
of nuts and bolts for other machinery,” William 
recalled. “Over the next few years I totally 
rebuilt the tractor, locating spares in all areas 
and parts of the province - and beyond. Today 
she starts easily and attracts considerable 
Interest at the few vintage events we attend. 
Having no battery, just a magneto, and starting 
on the handle is actually an advantage for an 
old lady left sitting unused for long periods.

“Comparing the Ferguson Brown with the 
more recent models, it is clear Harry Ferguson 
and his team had even then established the 
key parts of their pioneering design.”

The rest of the McDowell collection housed on 
the family farm at Old Cullybackey Road,

Ballymena, Co Antrim gives a fascinating 
Insight into the evolution of the Ferguson 
range.

A 1942 TVO Ford Ferguson harks back to the 
dark days of World War when wee Fergies and 
other essential supplies came over on the 
Atlantic convoys under the Lease/Lend 
Agreement into Belfast and Londonderry. Key 
ports in Britain’s fight for survival.

“Somehow I think Ford Fergusons were com
moner on Ulster farms during the war than in 
other parts of the country. They certainly suit
ed an intensively farmed province of small 
owner-occupied farms. You could say Harry 
Ferguson designed the wee Ferguson with his 
own Ulster farming folk in mind with a view to 
making their daily grind of work on the land 
less arduous,” added William.

Moving on another five years, a 1947 Standard 
Ferguson is a pristine example of William 
McDowell’s patient restoration work.

“This was the outcome of Ferguson’s famous 
split with Ford after which the tenacious 
Ulsterman had his tractor mass produced at 
Banner Lane in Coventry.

“Many older readers will recall the sloped back 
Standard Vanguard as a popular farmer’s car 
in the fifties. The same engine was used in 
that car as in the tractor, which didn’t get a 
TVO version until 1949. By 1952 the Ferguson 
was available with a diesel engine and a 12 
rather than a six volt battery.”

So far William McDowell does not have one of 
these diesel engined models to make the col
lection complete in showing Fergie develop
ment since 1937.

However his 1957 Ferguson 35, number 
32338, is in truly excellent condition. Known 
as the Gold 35 from the engine colour, this 
model had a reputation for being hard to start. 
William explained. “This was due to the new
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37 hp engine needing more tender loving care 
than previous Fergusons. Given sensible 
maintenance the gold Ferguson 35 was a 
great tractor. In fact I still use this one for top
ping pasture and various general jobs about 
the farm.”

Apart from tractors, William has also collected 
and restored several other pieces of tackle 
from the Ferguson stable.

Perhaps one of the rarest is a well preserved 
folding seed harrow, which allows the tines to 
be tilted. This belonged to William’s father-in- 
law, the late Mr John Bell of Kells, Co Antrim. 
A link box and an elderly earth scoop certainly 
needed a great deal more restoration work.

The only red Massey Ferguson tackle to be 
seen in the collection is one of the first MF 
pick-up balers used in Northern Ireland and in 
action again this past July around William’s 
hayfield.

“The lower capacity of this baler seems to 
ensure well packed bales, which are much 
neater than those from balers 20 years 
younger," he suggested.

The other main feature of the McDowell 
Ferguson collection are the ploughs going 
back to the first made for the tractor supremo 
by Sherman of America - a firm later to make 
the famous World War Two battle tank.

“Looking to the future, I would like to increase 
the variety of Ferguson ploughs in the collec
tion, acquire a Diesel Ferguson from the early 
50s and obtain more Ferguson tools,” added 
William, who is enjoying a busy retirement 
restoring tractors and keeping the farm up to 
the high standard of neatness expected in Co
Antrim. „  .Rodney Magowan

Director, The Media Package Ltd, Belfast

Editor's note: The battle tank was named after 
General Sherman.

THE OLD TWENTY PARTS COMPANY

Your first call for 
Ferguson and 

Ford-Ferguson 
♦ ♦ ♦

Most parts - many 
original 

♦ « ♦
Parts for most 

other makes from 
1920 to date 

♦ ♦ ♦
Send stamped 

addressed 
envelope for 
complete list

Visit our stand at major rallies - send for list of events we attend 
43 The Wharf, Shardlow, Near Derby, DE7 2HG 

Telephone: Derby (0332) 792994 (home) or (0332) 792698 (office)
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FROM
THE

AR EAS
FERGUSON MEMORIES 

by Roger Webb

As a young lad growing up in a village in North 
Derbyshire during the war, the environment 
was memorable and truly agricultural * earth 
closets, Aladdin lamps, primus stoves and the 
tin bath in front of the fire and the seemingly 
continuous exhaust bark and rear axle whine 
of the Standard Fordsons as they worked long 
hours side by side with the horses.

Farmers, it seems to me, are and always have 
been ultra cautious people and although they 
were reasonably confident that these tractors 
would be reliable, their fathers liked a bit of 
insurance in the shape of a couple of 
Clydesdales or Shires. Anyway, tractors 
couldn’t pull a milk float. I do recall watching 
beetroot-faced Harry - 17 stones of muscle 
and profanity - introducing me to a vocabulary 
of which I was previously unaware as he strug
gled to start a recalcitrant Fordson N on a 
frosty winter’s morning.

As far as I can remember, nobody used a 
Fergie on any farm in our district until well after 
the war and then it was considered a bit of a 
novelty as you sort of sat astride It with your 
legs showing and you couldn’t sit on the mud
guards as you always did on the Standard 
Fordsons. The VAK 1 David Brown’s were 
cosy as you could squeeze alongside the dri
ver and it had fancy streamlined leg shields. 
The TE20, though, was sombre grey and a bit 
like an enlarged Dinky Toy, in my estimation

as a boy of about 9 or 10. One or two of the 
farmers bought the 9N and later the 8N - sort 
of hedging their bets with the Ford badge at 
the front, the Lucas starter in the middle and 
the Fergie arms at the back. It was felt that the 
Fergie wasn’t man enough for the job some
how and I suppose the power output of the 
early petrol/paraffin models wasn’t impressive 
compared with the rugged bottom end power 
of the Standard Fordsons. The diesel (TEF) 
version of the Fergie changed all that at a 
stroke, however, with its increased BHP and 
uprated hydraulic pump and the ability to pull a 
three ton trailer or a three furrow plough and 
work all day without having to fill up with fuel. 
You could also turn the engine off while you 
had your dinner, confident that it would start 
again afterwards. Ironic, really, that Harry 
Ferguson resisted the diesel engine virtually to 
the bitter end.

In those days, so I am told, you rang Fred 
Wilson Ltd on West Street in Sheffield and 
someone would come out and demonstrate 
the TE20 on your land and generally provide 
the sort of service long gone from the experi
ence of most of us reading this, although I 
have to say that a friend of mine bought a 
brand new MF565 and on the very first day, 
ploughing with it, the front wheel dropped off - 
hub, bearings and all. He must have terrified 
the MF distributors because they came out 
with the heavy tackle and ingratiatingly put
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everything right to his satisfaction in the field 
while he stood and simmered.

As the Ferguson Club representative for this 
part of the country, I speak to lots of local peo
ple and they all seem to enjoy their TE20s. 
Some have their tractor in the garage with the 
car parked in the drive, and some have sever
al TE20s mixed in with 4-wheel drive mon
sters that have appetites for diesel like thirsty 
camels, but what impresses me about the 
majority of tractor enthusiasts is their willing
ness to accept other makes on (almost) equal 
terms. Allis will rub shoulders with Oliver, and 
Farmall with Ford, and I feel that’s how it 
should be.

What makes Ferguson particularly interesting 
to me was the huge range of equipment avail
able specifically for the tractor, some of it 
made by independent manufacturers but all of 
it in the familiar Stoneleigh Grey - from the 
curious automatic jacking beam system to the 
“banana" loader, and the transport box cum 
wheelbarrow to the cordwood saw - the 
Ferguson system represented a revolution for 
the small farmer and the smallholder, the likes 
of which we shall probably never see again.

When I roll up into farmyards on my TEF20 to 
remove a tree perhaps, or plough an orchard 
or croft, the reaction is nearly always the same 
- a slow walk round cum inspection of the trac
tor followed by an elbow on the bonnet and 
then the anecdotes going back the best part of 
forty years - who had the first in the district, 
who got It stuck in a stream bed and who got 
through in 1947 when all the others were 
marooned - fascinating talk of which I never 
tire.

Many years on and after nearly two decades of 
TE20 ownership, it is so refreshing to see 
Fergies still earning their keep doing ail the 
things they were designed to do apart, that is, 
from scraping cow muck. That is probably one 
thing Harry Ferguson never envisaged when 
he flooded the world with the tractor on which 
ail other tractors have been based.

3-Point
Tractor M ounting

Ferguson Drill P la n te r
offers o u ts ta n d in g  features:
•  3 -P o in t, O ne-M inute A ttach

m ent to  th e  T ra c to r.
•  F in g er T ip  Control to  raise 

a n d  low er P la n te r.

•  L arge-D iam eter, E dge-D rop  
Seed Plates.

•  E a s y  A d ju s tm e n t  o f  ro w  
w id th , seed d ep th .

SEE 200-LB. CAPACITY 
FERTILIZER ATTACHMENT

Free D em onstration 
on Yo ur Farm

FERGUSON TRACTOR
a n d  FER G U SO N  SYSTEM  IM PLEM ENTS

FERGUSON DRILL PLANTER
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DRAW AR YNYS MON - OVER ON ANGLESEY
Right, as I’ve got so much to say I don’t know 
where to start. Well, I suppose the first thing to 
come to mind at this time of year is the weath
er, and the forecast that the rain will return has 
once again proved correct. Now, you might 
think that this is a normal occurrence in this 
region but I wonder If any of you have ever 
encountered the dreaded “horizontal" rain 
whilst being seated upon a “cabless” T20, and 
not be fortunate enough to be lubricated with a 
stronger waterproof than WD40. Well, this is 
the time when even your oilskins get soaked 
and wearing spectacles becomes an advan
tage, as your peaked cap has departed for the 
next village. Anyway, that’s enough of the 
damp external climate which conveniently 
directs us to test the wetter internal local con
ditions.

Once again, I am particularly glad to see that 
Island members have been busy during the 
summer months exhibiting and competing with 
their Fergusons in various regional events. 
Unfortunately there is no award for these 
ambassadors - but I extend many thanks to the 
following for their continued support.

Alun Roberts has travelled extensively since 
completing the restoration of his Ferguson 
FE35 earlier this year. His family has accom
panied him on the journeys, ranging from the 
Anglesey Show Vintage exhibrtron, onto an 
outstanding Victorian extravaganza at 
Llandudno, and thereon to more vintage rallies 
at Shrewsbury, Denbigh, Wrexham, not forget
ting the Tern Valley event. The combination of 
an FE35 being transported on a trailer towed 
by a “Roberts Conversion” ex-British Telecom 
wagon in matching grey livery makes an eye 
catching sight. Many grey-gold FE35 models 
on the Island, including Alun’s tractor upon 
purchase, have been repainted in the red-grey 
colour scheme - a familiar trend which I per
ceive the owners carried out to “keep up with 
the Jones's” new MF35 in the late fifties and 
early sixties. Incidentally this “redecoration” 
has caused many, including myself, to be mis

guided upon the recognition of both models of 
the original Ferguson and later MF version of 
the 35 series of tractors, without close exami
nation. To Alun’s pleasant surprise on a few 
occasions, some spectators of his tractor have 
been unaware of the initial grey-gold Ferguson 
35 until they actually saw the tractor at one of 
the aforementioned events.

Another genuine Ferguson ambassador, Mr 
Huw Williams of Almwch, has also been busy 
on the show front. Recently he has finally 
managed to remove all the garlands of flowers 
which have adorned his immaculate MF35 
after the Cemaes Bay Carnival outing on May 
Bank Holiday. He is now in the process of 
negotiating a contract for the delivery of “bou
quets” for “keeping up appearances”. Huw 
was employed from 1940 to the mid-fifties in 
the north east of Anglesey on an arable farm 
where the owner ran the whole enterprise on 
the Ferguson system from 1946. In those 
days this form of agriculture was fairly com
mon to the island. The principle crop was 
potatoes and Huw was the main tractor driver. 
He had seven Fergies to choose from with the 
full range of attachments to hand as well. 
Preceding the acquisition of the Ferguson 
equipment the farmer had a few David Brown 
tractors which had replaced a Ford-Ferguson 
and Ferguson-Brown in earlier years. Huw 
has a wealth of information and- talks of his 
days at the wheel of the Grey Fergie (which 
will hopefully be the subject of a future article 
in this Newsletter).

Last, but not least, we have Dave Gould who 
had his two tractors shown in the last issue of 
the Newsletter. Initially, he began to attend 
ploughing matches with his TVO Fergie and 
two furrow plough. Nowadays he exhibits the 
Fergie at local events, together with the MF65 
which has become the plough match tractor 
with a two furrow Ransome plough coupled to 
the rear. This combination has competed at a 
few ploughing matches in North East Wales 
together with a number of events over the bor-
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der at Stone, Stafford, Uttoxeter, Shrewsbury 
and Malpas. Dave also took his wife along 
when he attended the Grey Ferguson 
Challenge at Lincoln in July. Sadly he was 
unable to attend the local plough match put 
together by the Island Vintage Society as it 
was not advertised until the Wednesday 
before the event and clashed with the Malpas 
match. Dave won the vintage mounted class 
in 1993 in an Island match on the Grey Fergie, 
and as ever was ably assisted by his right 
hand man, Huw Williams.

Although no two tractors are alike it is possible 
to place them in certain categories as we all 
know. At one end of the scale is the rescued 
tractor from the scrapyard and at the other end 
the pristine example shown at rallies or similar 
events. The various types require a basic 
mechanical aptitude from their owners and 
perhaps the only constant factor is that they all 
originated from the Ideals of our mentor, Harry 
Ferguson.

So, regardless of politics, creed, colour or dis
ability there are Ferguson enthusiasts in every 
corner of the world. There are Ferguson trac
tors on minute islands in the Southern hemi
sphere, they’ve also been to the Arctic and 
back. And if that is not enough, there are still 
over one hundred in existence on Anglesey to 
my knowledge. One thing all Ferguson enthu
siasts have in common - we need a tractor and 
in the majority of cases this means access to 
money. Therefore, whilst on the topic of 
finance you are all no doubt aware of the fam
ily disagreements this can involve, although 
the amount you spend usually depends upon 
the tactic used in breaking the news to the 
spouse that another piece of Ferguson 
machinery has suddenly appeared in the 
garage with the added bonus that her car will 
have to spend the winter months outdoors! 
But it must be emphasised that our “obses
sion” is not one to be ashamed of, quite the 
contrary: it is a pastime which gives a lot of 
pleasure to a lot of people either as owners, 
spectators or wives for that matter, and not for

getting the disabled. Have you ever consid
ered the means of access for such individuals 
to events? Can wheelchairs be readily pushed 
around an event or other arrangements intro
duced. Well, I must admit that this did not 
cross my mind until I met a fellow Club mem
ber in the spring. His name is Chris Frith and 
he is a typical example of the “Ferguson 
Fanatic” I’ve had the privilege to befriend since 
joining the Club. Although Chris suffers from 
angina and effects of poliomyelitis he doesn’t 
let these confine his enthusiasm nor the fre
quent excursions to foreign spares for parts - 
sorry, I mean foreign parts for spares. Initially 
he had two TE20s, one a fire damaged petrol 
model which has now been restored to its for
mer glory, and a TVO conversion. However, 
Chris has now added another TVO version to 
the collection together with a selection of 
implements and accessories. Above all, Chris 
is a real character who personifies the genuine 
attitude which is attributed solely to the true 
Club member. And this is why I have recom
mended that he be invited to represent the 
Ferguson Club in the Clwyd area, as he will 
undoubtedly be an invaluable asset to the 
membership. As Chris lives in a forest, it’s 
good to know that he’s “seen the wood for the 
trees” by choosing a most absorbing pastime.

In recent weeks, a few farm dispersal sales 
have taken place both on the Island and on the 
mainland. Generally prices achieved for 
Ferguson tackle have been dictated as ever by 
their condition and the number of interested 
parties. For some unknown reason a minority 
of bidders appear to become incensed at 
these sales and in many cases pay exorbitant 
prices for fairly average pieces of Ferguson 
machinery.

Due to occupational commitments. I’ve only 
attended a couple of sales, the largest being 
an Island Farm dispersal. The usual cross- 
section of tackle was up for auction and the fol
lowing prices were obtained:
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Ferguson hydraulic disc (good order) £45
Inter row cultivator (minus key) £40
Potato ridger (very good order but less 
marker) £45
2 furrow plough (complete but poor 
mouldboards) £50!
MF732 mower (good general condition) £70
Potato planter (corroded box) £60!
Clydesbuilt cab for TE20 (mounting 
brackets missing) £15
MF35 pulley £20

However at another auctioneer’s monthly sale 
prices of the Ferguson machinery on offer 
were substantially cheaper with a ridger in fair 
order only making £15, a ‘rough’ 2 furrow 
plough £5 and an inter row cultivator £14. So 
obviously it pays to shop around! The decline 
of tractors on offer has pushed the price up 
slightly but it doesn't present a problem as the 
export market has also deteriorated in the past 
six months. I enjoy the atmosphere at auc
tions and it was pleasing to secure the afore
mentioned cab for Chris Frith for a reasonable 
sum despite the stubborn attempts by a “for
eign friend” to launch the bidding skyward.

An invitation from the Vale of Clwyd Tractor 
Society earlier this year to go along one 
evening later this month to give a general talk 
on the Ferguson System gave me the excuse 
to take my father to their Annual Ploughing 
Match held on Saturday 8th October at St 
Asaph. It was a glorious day and it was the 
first time I had been to such an event since 
childhood. As mentioned earlier, Dave Gould 
attended with his MF65 with Huw Williams and 
friend Tom in attendance. Although I must 
have walked miles that day, I enjoyed the 
event immensely. Furthermore I met some 
Club members and managed to “press gang” a 
couple of others into our realms! Only three 
T20s were present with their normal two furrow 
combination together with two MF65s. Sadly 
one grey Fergie had to depart before lunch 
because of a flat rear tyre. However the day 
ended well as one of the Ferguson duos, dri
ven by prospective member Mr Gwynfor Parry,

won the Novice Hydraulic Tractor Class, but 
Dave Gould was not placed despite producing 
a good plot. I would like to add that the novice 
competitors coped admirably as the ground 
conditions did not exactly lend themselves to 
producing uniform furrows or the burying of 
trash without leaving the tractor seat.

Recently a programme was screened on the 
Welsh Language Channel S4C. It was called 
"Dal I Droi”, which translates to “Still Turning", 
and its English equivalent is to be shown in the 
Perpetual Motion series in November. I wish I 
could be positive in my appraisal but to my dis
may the only highlights of the half hour were 
the Inclusion of archive footage along with a 
mainland associate driving a T20 alongside a 
track bounded by some stone walls on his 
upland farm. However I was incensed at the 
version of my native tongue being used to por
tray inaccuracies which emanated from an 
insular southerly source. In general the pro
gramme lacked the necessary grey matter, 
notwithstanding the prestige and quality asso
ciated with the Ferguson Club.

Finally before concluding the last report for 
1994 I can only emphasise that a man’s word 
should be his bond, and this philosophy should 
be applied within our roles as Club representa
tives. Despite the decline in the moral stan
dards and conduct of some less than savoury 
individuals, I believe that the above mentioned 
adage remains truer in the Club than in some 
other places.

The message is clear and simple for 1995:

DAL I GREDU’N CLWB Nl - SUPPORT OUR CLUB 
NADOLIG LLAWEN A BLWYDDYN NEWYDD DDA 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Pob Hwyl, Geraint Evans, Sir Fon

Apart from a list of contacts, the Ferguson 
Club had no part in the making of that TV pro- 
gramme. GF
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John Shields, mayor of Ards Borough Council, was in the driving seat of a 1951 TE 20 Ferguson 
tractor belonging to Alastair Beck, Annalong, when the party of chief guests, who included rep
resentatives of the Ulster Bank, Ulster Farmers’ Union, Northern Bank and Northern Ireland 
Ploughing Association officials, joined Ferguson Club members Margarette Rea and Mr and Mrs 
H Kirkpatrick, Glenavy, with host farmer Francis Watson, third right, at the Ferguson Club stand 
at the 51st Northern Ireland Ploughing Association championships at Rubane, Kircubbin, County 
Down.

INTERNATIONAL PLOUGHING MATCH AT RUBANE
The village of Rubane, near Kircubbin, Co 
Down, was the venue for the 51st annual 
Northern Ireland Ploughing Association inter
national ploughing match on 21st and 22nd 
October 1994.

The Ferguson Club stand, where Margarette 
Rea {member 1711) acted as host, was a focal 
point for club members from all over Northern 
Ireland, and where some visitors from the 
Republic of Ireland enjoyed the chance to 
meet over hot cups of tea, coffee and other 
refreshments.

Up to two hundred people visited the stand 
during the two days of the ploughing match. 
They included the officials of the Northern 
Ireland Ploughing Association, with their 
guests from the Ards Borough Council and 
Ulster Farmers’ Union, along with sponsors of 
the match from the Ulster and Northern Banks.

During the two days at Rubane, many of the 
old members of the club were able to meet 
each other for the first time and we also recruit
ed many new members. A lot of information 
was exchanged about the Ferguson System,
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as outside the caravan we had parked a selec
tion of Ferguson tractors and a plough. They 
included the 1952 TE 20, owned and restored 
by Alastair Beck of Kilkeel, the tractor that trav
elled from Northern Ireland to WIckenby, 
Lincolnshire, for the Grey Ferguson Challenge, 
organised by the Ferguson Club, held at the 
end of July. Another tractor was provided by 
Pat McEvoy who, along with friends from 
Ballynahinch Vintage Club, helped make the 
stand a success.

We in Northern Ireland were indebted to 
Ferguson Club Executive Officer George Field 
for sending over the club banner and flag, with 
overalls to wear and items (books, transfers 
and hats among other things) to sell. These 
were despatched to us on the day before the 
match by George in his usual efficient manner, 
for which we are grateful.

The members of the Ferguson Club in 
Northern Ireland hope to meet In the New Year 
to plan the 1995 season, and have the oppor

tunity to renew the old and new friendships 
made at Rubane.

We wish Ferguson Club members all the best 
for the New Year ahead, and know that the 
club will continue in the future as successfully 
as it has in the past.

P L A Q U E S
To finish off your Ferguson display 
w ith distinction use a professionally 
made plaque by GDI Engraving 

Ask about our other products too 

GDI Engraving
Unit 8, Goatsmore Lane, Stock, Essex 

Ferguson C lub m em ber

Visitors taking a keen interest in the Ferguson tractors on show on the Ferguson Club stand at 
the 51st Northern Ireland Ploughing Association championships at Rubane, Kircubbin, Co Down.
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With the help of Ferguson Club member Robert Kidd, Broughshane, Ballymena, Jimmy Smith, 
left, Bangor, added a pair of wheel weights, flywheels from a Jones Mark 6 baler, to his 1954 TEF 
Diesel Ferguson for the vintage ploughing competition at Killead Ploughing Society match at 
Aldergrove, Co Antrim.

Published: Quarterly N9N-2N-8N
EWSLETTER

Cost; $17 U.S. Dollars (approx £9-10.00)
Gerard W. Rinaldi 

154 Blackwood Lane, 
Stamford, CT 06903 U.S.A.
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John Rankin, left, deputy president of the Ulster Farmers' Union, with Sam Robinson, Omagh, 
one of the senior vice-presidents of the Northern Ireland Ploughing Association, recount their 
experiences with 'wee Grey Fergies’, when they visited the Ferguson Club stand at the 51st 
Northern Ireland Ploughing Association championships at Rubane, Kircubbin, Co Down.
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OH FOR A SPANNER, NOW THAT WINTER’S HERE’
Who says it is only the men who can find alter
native uses for Ferguson spanners? I have 
heard of men using them for hammers, for 
throwing when the going gets tough and for 
other reasons as well which I had probably 
better not mention! But my use came of 
necessity!

My dear husband, after a lot of hints and cajol
ing and the threat of an imminent day-long 
electric cut, finally swept our chimneys so that 
we could have some heat and hot water using 
the Rayburn.

Anyway, he delightedly announced from the 
ladder that he had swept the chimney from 
outside and the rest was up to me! (He went 
off on the TE20 to cut weed.)

Ah! I thought, he had the best bit now I’ve got 
to clear up the mess!! The first problem how
ever was how I was to open the soot traps. 
They were screwed up good and tight and, of 
course, by this time husband was nowhere to

be seen, nor likely to be until supper time. 
Well, I must, what shall I do? Then I spied the 
Fergie trailer spanner put for safe keeping on 
a nail on the beam in our kitchen - that looks 
the right size. So after clambering onto a stool 
I took down the spanner. Yes, exactly right - it 
fitted as though made for the job. Nice and 
heavy too, for added leverage!

Yes, the screw moved but, oh, no, the door 
dropped with a resounding crash onto the 
hearth followed by a splurge of soot from the 
chimney! I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry. 
Anyway the spanner had worked alright so it 
was up to me now to clear up the mess, and 
when at the end of the day I thankfully restored 
the spanner to its nail in the kitchen I retired to 
the bath for a long soak and relaxation won
dering what Harry F would have thought of this 
additional use for one of his spanners.

Goodnight.
Mrs E M Beer, Devon

Brian Dunn Tractor & Plant Services

Sales arid Parts for;-

AGRICULTURAL- INDUSTRIAL- CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY
Massey Ferguson, JCB,

Main Perkins dealer 
P3 spares and breaking TE-20

KIDDERMINSTER ROAD 
OMBERSLEY 

NR. DROITWICH 
WORCSWR9 0JH 

Tel/Fax: (0905) 621220Bob Jones
Home (0299) 403662

Brian Dunn 
Home (0905) 775108
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A SPECIAL TRACTOR FOR A SPECIAL DAY
The serenity of a Bentley took bride Caroline Mack to St Nicholas’ Church, Gayton, Norfolk to 
marry John Symington. The newly weds’ journey to the reception, however, was in a different 
but still distinguished style - by Ferguson tractor. The TE-D, #237609, had recently been rebuilt 
by Ferguson Club member Robin Barker and son Paul from nearby North Tuddenham. The idea 
to use a tractor came from Caroline’s father. A former turkey farmer, Lawrence Mack said, “Both 
of them came from a farming background and we thought it would be a nice idea to send them 
on their way by ‘antique’ Ferguson tractor”.

The happy couple were blessed with fine weather for their special day. We wonder, though, was 
there room for two in the cab had the weather broken? Photo: R Barker

FER G U SO N  R O TA RY  H O E 
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Happiness is a tractor called Fergie! Clearly delighted, the new Mr and Mrs Symington inspect 
their carriage. Photo: R Barker

FOR SALE
Lighting Parts for Ferguson T20s, 35s and 65s are available 

including head, side and ploughing lamps 
switches, wiring harness, brackets

I have had replicas T20 head lamp mountings cast and other 
brackets fabricated including later T20 and 35 head lamp brackets 

T20 radiator grill bars also available 
I also supply lighting equipment for other makes of tractor 

John Bradshaw 
0 9 2 6  8 42816
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, “NELLIE’
Most of us are aware of the affection with 
which the Little Grey Fergie is regarded in this 
country and in many other parts of the world.

It is, however, not often that the same tractor is 
kept on the same farm since new, but such is 
the case with our “Nellie” - for those not in the 
know, our Little Grey TE20 Tractor 
Petrol/TVO. She was purchased brand new 
from our local dealers, West Regional Autos, 
on 16th July 1949 together with a plough for 
the then big price of £325!!

My husband has literally grown up with the 
tractor and he and his two brothers learned to 
drive on it, and farm with it, as they grew up; 
rushing home from school each evening to 
work with it as soon as they were able to reach 
the pedals.

Their father, right up until then, had used hors
es, so this new acquisition made a great deal 
of difference to his life and to that of this fami
ly. The plough was put into immediate use as 
were the other implements which soon fol
lowed, many of which are still used regularly 
today by us and our neighbours. Many acres 
of potatoes were planted and harvested with 
Ferguson equipment; going to prove that the 
Ferguson System was a truly wonderful one. 
A real revolution in every sense.

Nothing has been seen since like it and indeed 
it seems to me that farming was, and is still, 
totally unaware of the great achievement

which Harry Ferguson developed with his trac
tors and implements, forming the basis for the 
mechanisation of farming today. People take 
his ideas for granted and in particular that he 
developed the tractor and implement to work 
together as one unit.

The technical among you would no doubt be 
able to explain the reasons why the System 
worked but we are just pleased that we have it. 
Just as we were pleased on 16th July 1994 to 
celebrate “Nellie’s” birthday at Mike Thorne’s 
Coldridge Event. Once again the day dawned 
bright and sunny and again people poured 
through the gate to see an array of Grey 
Fergies and others, plus again a number of 
interesting implements.

Unfortunately there wasn’t the time of space to 
get any working to show off the System as the 
summer weather had been too good to miss 
the ordinary work on the farm and as we ail 
know you have to make hay while the sun 
shines.

Anyway, despite this we had an enjoyable day 
with the end result being that we were able to 
share among three different charities the sum 
of over £700.

Grateful thanks to all Fergie Club members 
and others who helped to make this event 
another success.

Mrs & Mrs H W Beer, Devon

At the same time of the last of the English built implements were being built, production started 
in the USA. This example of a US plate, though rather tattered, still in place. It is unusual to find 
any Ferguson-Sherman 16" single furrow ploughs left in this country today. Methods of manu
facture differed leading to the distinctive construction evident here. These methods were used 
until after the change to Harry Ferguson Inc during World War II when ploughs returned to the 
better known UK types. Other pre-war implement types made by Ferguson In USA remained vir
tually the same. Patent nos here are from the US Patent Office. Photo Blackwell
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Pre-war Ferguson Type V  ridger # 36 (a little like a US Lister), originally used with 'A' #104 (see 
Vol 4/1) as was the plough. Both were very rusty having stood outside many years. All wearing 
parts were both worn out and rusted away. Replacement parts came from a David Brown type 
RLD 2 ridger. Photo A Boorman

Andrew’s ridger refurbished with D-B parts. Original Ferguson parts at front. D-B discs, mould
boards and shares were used on the plough apart from modified Ransomes parts used for land
slides. New parts no longer available from manufacturer. Note the marker’s pull chain anchored 
over the peg. Photo A Boorman

72



THE FERGUSON CLUB

1937 Ferguson Type ‘B' 10 inch 2 furrow plough missing). Note the distinctive curved plate 
top of headstock, also found on early David Brown (1939 on) implements which used many parts 
identical to Ferguson. Ferguson mouldboards are identical to Olver GP, Part No PI.

Photo A Boorman

The maker's plate on the ridger showing type, ‘D’ and # No 36. Pre-war implement plates did 
not list patent numbers but referred you to the tractor where they were displayed on the dash. 
Under-beam clearance on pre-war Ferguson ploughs is 2 inches less than later types and a sim
ilar amount on other implements. Photo A Boorman
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LINK UP WITH
LIGHT ON

Lighting for Ferguson and MF 35 and 65 
by J E Bradshaw

THE LEADER
Readers will recall that my last piece on light
ing for the T20s explained the new lighting reg
ulations introduced by the Ministry of 
Transport on 1st October 1952. This Insisted 
on two headlamps and two rear lamps, rather 
than one of each, and Lucas had introduced a 
new Lighting Set for the T20 to suit the new 
regulations.

Meanwhile it was still possible to convert the 
original T20 lighting set, and the accompany
ing photographs, of David Bury’s very original 
1952 TEF, shows how it was done. On the 
right wing, the rear lamp was mounted above 
the number plate, on a small extension brack
et, with the clear sector shining down, much 
better for keeping out the rain. On the left wing 
is a neat bracket carrying an identical rear 
lamp and a reflector.

When the FE35 was introduced in October 
1956 another new Lucas lighting set accompa
nied it. This was a comprehensive set of parts, 
with two handed headlamps and a ploughing 
lamp, all from the BH 1145 range, in grey and 
with a pilot (side lamp) fitted. The lenses had 
the tractor motif and the ploughing lamp had its 
own switch concealed in a ribbed rubber 
cover. The rear lamps were a motorcycle fit
ting, Model 564, with a clear sector for tHumf- 
nating the number plate, mounted on the right 
wing. The light switch was a new types, 16SA, 
with a large knurled knob in black plastic. It 
had four positions - off, pilot (side), dipped 
head and full head. The new Lighting Set, 
056140E, included the head lamp brackets 
and all wiring parts and clips to finish the job. 
A cheaper set, 056148A, had no ploughing 
lamp, but was otherwise identical.

The headlamp in this set, and in the 1952 set 
for T20s, is itself interesting. It was designed 
by Butler before the war, and was sold with 
Butler or Atlantic badges on the top of the 
shell. I also have an example with a Vauxhall 
badge. The lamp was used on many light and 
medium military vehicles throughout the war, 
and the military production Is stamped B-H- 
WD on the shell and rim. After the war Butler 
continued to supply the lamp, in a number of 
forms and with several alternative lenses avail
able. When Lucas took over Butler the Lucas 
equivalent, a very similar lamp called L-H-0, 
was dropped and the Butler lamp continued in 
production as Lucas BH 1145. It was fitted to 
most 1950s British tractors, including MF, 
Ford, International and David Brown.

This lighting set also fitted the MF 65, as illus
trated, and of course could be retro-fitted to the 
T20 range.

In the early 1960s the rear lamp specification 
was changed and a Butler side/rear lamp Intro
duced. This lamp, mounted on top of each 
rear wing, was a simple steel cylinder with a 
clear lens to the front and a red to the rear. 
This lamp was also available in several forms, 
and was very commonly used on tractors 
including DB and Ford Dexta.

Most of these lamps and parts to service them 
are still available, largely thanks to their use by 
the military.

The MF 35 and 65 tractors were the last to 
have separate, optional lighting and from the 
135/165 family onwards used enclosed 
sealed-beam lamps within a styled bonnet 
design. What a contrast with the simple, 
optional-extra set for the T20.
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t

The right and left wings of David Bury’s TEF20, showing the lamp bracket modifications to com
ply with the 1952 Lighting Regulations.
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A Butler lamp on a 1940s military truck, probably Bedford QL
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Another fine tractor, an MF 65 with full Lucas lighting set.

Lighting parts for T20s, 35s and 65s
always available

from complete lighting sets to spare parts for Lucas and Butler lamps

Sealed beam headlam p units for 1 3 5 ,1 6 5  etc

W iring looms, lacquered braided cotton cable and fittings

Replica T20 cast alum inium  head lamp brackets, fabricated ploughing  
lamp and side lamp brackets now in stock

Replica heat shields for low exhaust system s  
Radiator grill panels and bars 

Pick-up hitch and hooks, T20 and 35

Lighting parts aiways wanted

John Bradshaw, 01926 842816
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LADIES PAGE
THE GREY FERGUSON CHALLENGE 1994

In very bold letters, the weekend of the 
30th/31st July was marked on the calendar 
“Grey Ferguson Challenge, Wickenby”. In 
very small letters underneath was written 
“Mum coming too”. The thought of sleeping 
under canvas on Saturday night almost made 
me have a change of heart (I do like a com
fortable bed) but one has to enter into the spir
it of these events.

We left home after work on Saturday evening 
{the tractors had gone earlier in the day) 
loaded with pillows, sleeping bags, food etc 
and arrived in Wickenby to find the barbecue in 
full swing. John and Judy Jefferies were doing 
an admirable job cooking all the meats and in 
the barn was a super array of salads and 
sweets, prepared by the Chairman’s wife, 
Anne Halstead, who had commandeered the 
use of Grace Popplewell’s kitchen and her 
daily help. The washing up was achieved in a 
caravan sink - no mean feat - and everybody 
sat down to a well-earned drink afterwards. 
The Chairman, in an agitated state, needed his 
drink as at that point only 74 tractors had 
arrived. My best news of the evening was that 
somebody had offered us the use of a caravan 
for sleeping - the sheer luxury of it.

Sunday dawned, not particularly good weather 
but the ground was very dry. Anne churned

out cooked breakfasts on request and thank
fully more tractors were arriving. Everywhere 
bustled with activity. Stalls were set up, the 
Fairground organ struck up and tractors were 
started for a practice plough or to prove they 
were in good running order. George Field 
gave ail the drivers a briefing and precisely at 
1pm the oldest tractor, a Ferguson Brown 
Type ‘A’, started the challenge. Eventually a 
mile of Grey Fergusons ploughing in a row 
could be seen. As the last tractor turned onto 
the field, the first tractor was turning at the end 
to plough the return furrow. This must be con
sidered not a bad way to plough 18-20 acres in 
one fell swoop. Each driver who completed 
the challenge signed as proof to go forward 
with other documentation to the Guiness Book 
of Records and they were presented with a 
plaque to mark the occasion.

In my own words it was a very impressive sight 
and a wonderful achievement by all the dedi
cated owners and drivers who had travelled 
from all over England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland to participate. Full points also 
to all the organisers who had the event running 
so smoothly. That was the 1994 Grey 
Ferguson Challenge completed, well pho
tographed and recorded on video. 100 trac
tors completed the course, ploughing in a con
tinuous line. Give yourselves a hearty ‘well 
done’ - that is, until the next time.

Luddington Machinery
offers:-

Complete Ferguson and Fordson tractors and spares 
As is’ prices for Ford - Ferguson, TE 20, 35,135, 65 etc.

No order to small 
Phone for all requirements 

Open 7 days
Nationwide delivery and postal service

Telephone Chris on Glasbury 0497 847748
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Ode ‘ere 
or

Oh Dear

1 awaited with such eagerness 
But the postman never came 
Each day passed by quite normally 
The result is still the same.
No letters from you ladies 
To help to fill our page 
Without response from somebody 
I surely cannot manage.
To fill this page when asked 
Needs thought and brainpower too 
So ladies, hear my plea,
1 NEED some help from you.

Any articles, amusing stories, poems, recipes 
etc should be sent to Mrs Julie Gibson, 2 High 
Street, Great Hale, Sleaford, Lines NG34 9LE

Dedication

It is a continual source of amazement and I 
have great admiration for dedicated Ferguson 
owners who continue to ‘rough it’ while forsak
ing home comforts to attend rallies, working 
weekends etc. Their motto seems to be:
‘Have Ferguson and foam mattress - will trav
el!'

Having married a Cumbrian farmer’s son, I am 
enclosing a few recipes of traditional 
Cumberland fare.

Cumberland Clipping-time Pudding

6 oz {175g) rice 
3 oz (75g) sugar 
pinch salt 
a little cinnamon
3 pints (1.7 litres) milk
2 oz (50g) butter 
1 egg
4 oz (125g) sultanas or raisins 
4 oz (125g) currants

Pour boiling, salted water over the rice to 
blanch it, drain and pour the milk over it. Add 
the sugar and spice and simmer in a pan until 
the rice is cooked. Beat egg, add butter and 
the dried fruit. Mix together. Add to the rice, 
put in an oven-proof dish and bake in a mod
erate oven for 20 minutes.

This was a customary substantial pudding pro
vided when neighbours came along to help on 
sheep-shearing day.

Cumberland Rum Butter

8 oz (225g) soft brown sugar 
2 tablespoons rum 
6 oz (175g) butter 
grated nutmeg to taste (optional)

Ensure there are no lumps in the brown sugar 
by rolling between two sheets of greaseproof 
paper. Melt the butter (do not boil). Pour onto 
the sugar and nutmeg and stir well. Add the 
run and stir until well-blended and a smooth 
texture. Pour into a bowl and allow to set.

This was a traditional spread for scones and 
biscuits, served at Christenings.

Cumberland Tatie Pot

1.5 lb (680g) stewing steak or lamb
8 oz (225g) black pudding
2 large onions
2 large carrots
Potatoes to cover
seasoning

Cut meat into pieces and place in an oven
proof dish. Add the sliced carrots, onions and 
black pudding. Season well. Cover with even 
sized pieces of potato. Add hot water to cover 
meat and vegetables, but not potatoes. Brush 
top of potatoes with melted butter to help 
brown, cook in a moderately hot oven, 400F, 
200C, for about two hours. Add more water 
during cooking if necessary.
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FERGIE-FARE, OR “THE GREY WIDOWS” PAGE 
(TUDALEN Y GWRAIG WEDDW LWYD)

Welsh Teabread Recipe

Preparation time - 20 minutes 
Cooking time -1 hour
Oven temperature - 180C, 350F, Gas Mark 4

The listed ingredients are enough to make one 
loaf. Every loaf contains 1,700 calories.

One cup of sugar (preferably brown, but white 
will do)
One cup milk
Quarter pound of butter (no substitutes)
Half a packed of mixed fruit 
Two full dessert spoons of treacle

Mix the lot! Bring to the boil in a saucepan. 
Allow to cool.

Then add the following to the aforementioned 
mixture:

Rysait Bara Brith

Amser Paratoi - Ugain munud 
Amser Coginio - Awr
Cwres Popty 180 canradd, 350, Nwy: Pedwar

Mae'r defnydd Isaf yn gwneud un torth - pob 
torch 1700 calori.

Un cwpan o swgwr - (cochddu ydyw’r gorau 
and one mae gwyn yn iawn)
Un cwpan o lefrith
Chwarter pwys o menyn (dim margarin) 
Manner paced o Ffrwyth cymysg 
Dwy llond llwy pwdin o driog

Cymysgu’r cwbl. Dod i’r berwi tu mewn i 
sospan. Gadael lied oer.

Wedyn ychwanegu’r cymysgiad hefo’r canly- 
nol:

Half a pound of self-raising flour 
Two eggs (free range)
A pinch of mixed spice

Again mix the lot thoroughly. Pour into a well 
greased baking tin. Place in an oven at the 
above stated temperature for approximately 
one hour. Remove from tin, allow-to cool, cut 
into slices and spread with farmhouse butter 
on one side as soon as possible. Make a cup 
of tea and scoff the majority before the Grey 
Menace returns home to claim the crumbsl

Manner pwys o blawd hunan cyfodi 
Dau wy
Pinslad o perlysiad cymysg

Cymysgwch y cwbl eto ac tywallt i fewn i tun 
wedi rhwbio a saim. Rhowch I’r popty am odd- 
eutu awr i awr a chwarter.

Codi allan ar ol iddo lied oeri, torri mewn 
ysgllsennau ac rhoi menun ar un ochr. 
Gwneud panad o de ac bwyta rhan fwyaf cyn 
i’r Bwgan Llwyd dod adref i cael y brwysion.

FERGUSON TRACTOR
ond FCRGUSON SYSTCM IMPLEMINTS

FE RG U SO N  RO TA RY  H O E
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An Autojumble with a difference
SAT & SUN 13th & 14th MAY 1995 Opens 10am

M ore than 500 Stands planned. 
Autom art plus 'Featured Car Club' Section, 

'Restoration and Coach work' Section, 
Classic Bikes & Them ed Areas including:

Automobilia • Motoring Art* Books *Toys & Models 
For more information: Telephone 01590 612445 or 612345
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JOTTINGS
1994 Winter Conference/AGM
The Ferguson Club AGM and “7th Ferguson 
Winter Conference”, {formerly known as the 
Ferguson Club Open House Day), will be held 
at the beginning of March 1995, date to be 
fixed, either on Saturday 4th or 11th March. 
The venue will be notified as soon as possible.

For car enthusiasts the ‘BEAULIEU SPRING 
CLASSIC AUTOJUMBLE’ to be held at - 
National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hampshire 
on 13th & 14th May 1995.
Club members may gain entry at a special 
price for advanced bookings. This includes 
entry to the Museum, Palace House and other 
exhibits. A two day ticket offers even better 
value. Please contact the Spring Classic Box 
office for details, phone 0590-612-345. Please 
quote that you are a paid up club member.

1995 subscriptions - In the New Year the 
club will send out its usual renewal forms. 
Please remember to enter any new address or 
corrections to your address as displayed on 
the form. Over the past two years great effort 
has been made to ensure that your mailing 
details are correct. The current mail list is now 
over 99% accurate taken from well over 2000 
names and addresses. The renewal form has 
been the main means to achieve that so 
please use it.

CLUB US STYLE HATS
These hats are selling very well. Black with a 
white front and royal blue Ferguson System 
logo with “The Ferguson Club”, the above are 
priced at £4.00 inc post or US $6.00

BONNET STRIPS
A few are still in stock at £10.00 per tractor 
including rivets plus 50p post and packing. 
This item will shortly be re-ordered. The quali
ty is excellent. They are most certainly well up 
to Harry Ferguson standard.

Club badges are now being restocked, sales 
this year being good. Ferguson Club car wind

screen stickers were omitted from the last 
sales sheet. The best selling Ferguson imple
ment transfer is also available.
We had no feed-back from last issue when we 
asked for more information on overseas logos. 
We would be grateful if overseas members 
would send drawings and dimensions of 
Ferguson script logos used in their territories.

Eagle Paints Ltd at Bridgnorth In Shropshire 
have a wide range of top quality paints for all 
purposes inc Gold paint for the FE 35. Please 
telephone 0746-764-242.

BATTERIES
We have heard very good reports on Lincoln 
Batteries of Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 
Manufacturers of all types of batteries includ
ing older types, Lincoln are highlighted in the 
last issue of the Ferguson Club magazine. 
However, for your vintage type requirements 
contact Mr or Mrs R.D. Saunders on 0702- 
525-374. If you have a good example of an old 
type battery, take it to them and they may well 
be able to match a replacement.

Old 20 Parts Co for all your spares - see main 
advertisement.

M-F older combine spares and hire 
812-378 or 0836-654-010

0886-

Toppers and Scrubcutters - 0568-610-900

TE tractor/imp repairs/spares - 0673-885-330 
{Ferguson Club member)

Buying or selling sen/ice - Ferguson Club 
member 0926-338-639

Perkins engine spares - C.W. Green & Sons,
Lincoln - 0522-527313/4/5

Scaiedown Models of Southampton have a 
new TE 20 1/32 scale model. Please consider 
these for your collection as they are very good 
indeed. See their advertisement for details. 
Note that the price is now £26.00.
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Recommended accommodation, catering 
and entertainment round Britain 
Devon - Ferguson Club members are very 
welcome to take their caravans for a holiday to 
the farm of Mr & Mrs Harold Beer at Warkleigh, 
near Barnstaple, Devon. Harold and Eileen are 
club representatives for Devon and use 
Ferguson machinery on their farm. Please ring 
01769-540-369 for further details.

Accommodation - Ferguson Club member 
John Groves can offer self help catering 
accommodation. E.T.B. 3 Keys (stars) com
mended for 4 people and dogs on working 
dairy farm in Bronteland, 2 miles from 
Haworth, 7 miles steam railway nearby. Phone 
0535-644-180

Halfway Farm Motel - A46, Swinderby, 
Lincolnshire (Club member) 8 miles from his
toric Lincoln and not far from the well know 
Popplewell Ferguson collection. 17 rooms, 
majority en-suite. Special rates for Ferguson 
Club members. Please contact Des 
Underwood on 0522-868-749

Somerset - Country house accommodation, 
near Watchet. Contact Mr & Mrs R.J. Wyatt, tel 
0984-40742

Ferguson Club members Duncan Wilkins 
invites you to the Hollycombe Steam 
Collection and Gardens near Liphook in 
Hampshire - tel 0420-474-740

When in the Bolton Abbey area of Yorkshire 
call at Buffers Coffee Shop and Mobile 
Railway Gallery at Storiths Back o’th’ Hill Farm 
- 0756-710-253. You will be made very wel
come by Ferguson Club member Keith 
Blackburn.

For Cumberland and Westmorland, excellent 
B&B accommodation may be had at Langley 
House, Langwathby, Penrith, contact Mrs 
Lorna Egan on 0768-881 -571. There is a good 
inn across the street. Also at the nearby village 
of Malmerby, B&B is available at Meadow 
Bank, contact Mrs M. Morton on 0768-881-652

If you are in the Kendal area of Westmoreland, 
Ferguson Club members Mr & Mrs Metcalfe

welcome you to their farm where bed and 
breakfast are available. 0539-568-549

Will other members who provide farmhouse 
bed and breakfast please let the club know. 
Overseas members do occasionally ask us for 
such information.

An attractive cross stitch kit is available featur
ing the Ferguson TE 20 tractor from Mrs 
Halstead, tel 0406-540-224. With a finished 
size of 6” X 8” it will make an ideal gift at £8.75

Do you know where the following tractors are? 
TE 12224, reg GNP 79 in Oct 1947, now with 
P3 engine, possibly has a Horndraulic loader 
fitted. Any information please contact the 
Ferguson Club. Also TE-F 350264, reg ASH 
740 in Feb 1954. If you can help here ring 
Ferguson Club member Thomas Snaith on 
0669-30220

If you need a copy of an operators book, our 
members have a large range for most types. 
We can ask those who have kindly listed their 
stock for us to get copies if we have not got it 
here.

1993 Renewal Competition
The three correct entries were from no 59, 
C.B. Whitlock; no 511, M. Eaton and no 889, 
R. Fuller. All have now received their prizes. 
See elsewhere for results of the 1994 renewal 
competition.

If you are interested in archive film, Ferguson 
Club member Richard Watts operates the 
British Agricultural Film Archives. Richard 
would like to hear from you especially if you 
know the whereabouts of any farming film that 
needs to be preserved. 0623 882 223

For videos note that Jim Wilkie of the NVTEC 
has a large range in their library - tel 0454-313- 
305

Please refer to previous issues for other infor
mation. The Ferguson dob  cannot vouch for 
information supplied which is passed on to 
members in good faith.
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1994 RENEWALS COMPETITION 
Answers & results

1 Name the major crop that connects pages 4 &10 V6/3
2 The lower caption on page 7, Vol 6/3 has an error.

Give the correct year for the first drawing of ground PTO
3 A watery grave is for what agricultural purpose?
4 Which sea caused the 1953 flood emergency?
5 To whom do we salute “until then”?
6 The”Red Bellies” invaded Shanes Castle. What or who are they?
7 Which other castle was well know to Harry Ferguson?
8 Which exact Ferguson came “replacing an Allis WF”?
9 Where is ‘A’ 722 located? (2 words)
10 In 1937 Harry Ferguson patented the constant running layshaft 

transmission used on the later 9N tractor. What was the patent’s number?

Sugar beet

1933 
Irrigation 
North Sea 
Miss Land Girl 
Ford 8Ns 
Eastnor Castle 
TE 20
Greenfield Village 

510352

Totally correct answers were received from:- 
J.M. Cousins & Sons, membership 701 
C.B. Whitlock, membership 59

The highest score from a member overseas was Charles Larsen from New York State, U.S.A., mem
bership 1141, with 9/10. Charles, as did so many, answered all correct except question 9, giving 'Ford 
Museum’ instead of ‘Greenfield Village’.

1992 - We published the result of the 1 9 ^  renewal competition in Vol 6/2, page 37. You wHt recall that 
17 members returned correct answers. Due to a printing error no 53 should have read 59, ie Mr C.B. 
Whitlock. To decide the ultimate winner there was a tie breaker to answer the following question:- 

“What two words provide the connection between Ferguson three point linkage, the Ferguson 
‘Duplex" Hitch and the Ferguson patent trailer hitches 1939-48?"

12 of the 17 members sent back their answers, 7 sent back "weight transfer” as their answer; 1 said 
"Ferguson Firsts”: 1 “lynch pin”; 1 “parallel link”; 1 “Ferguson System", finally one member gave the cor
rect answer - “virtual hitchpoint”. It is this principle, firmly established by the many patent in his name, 
that underlies the whole concept of Harry Ferguson’s Ferguson System linkage. The member to give 
the correct answer was - C.B. Whitlock!!
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ICAlCDOUin inOD£l5
Reg. Office 52 ROMAN WAY, BEDHAMPTON. HAVANT. HANTS. UK.

© 19 8 0

The Leaders in  1/32 Tractors

NEWI
1/32 Scale Super Detail 1950 Ferguson TE20 Model
(Petrol and TVO versions)

Over 60 metal parts, including brass front axle and soft rubber tyres, 
make this glue together kit the most detailed model ever produced 

of this famous tractor. OOfi
U U  including Postage

Special Offer to Ferguson Club Members 
HOrderedwith Tractor
Ferguson TE202Furrow Plough Kit £14.00
(saving £ 2 .5 0 )

This model will be released mid September 1993. Send S.A.E. for 
list of over 40 tractor and implement models by SCALEDOWN.

Please quote membership No. and send cheque or PO to:
Scaledown Models 
Unit 9, Churchills Yard 
Jubilee Road 
Waterlooville 
Hants. P 0 7  7RE 
Tel. 0705 264314

85



THE FERGUSON CLUB

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
WANTED

Cont. wings and other parts for TE 20 Mr H Roskilly, Hillside, Peter Tavy
Tavistock, Devon

0963 23 639 (Dorset)PTO shaft for post-hole digger.

Ferguson 2-furrow plough, earth leveller, weeder, front end loader, hammer mill, mid mounted 
mower, post hole digger. 0432 264285 (Herefordshire)

2 cabs for ‘A’ AV26.

Rams and axle brackets for L-VE-20 type loader. 

Coulter assembly for 793 plough.

Ferguson fertiliser spinners.

0396 831 079 (N Ireland) 

02477 88679 (N Ireland) 

0244 372473 (347354) 

0428 604139 (Surrey)

Ferguson “narrow” tractor, TE-B, TE-C or TE-E (preferably in France or Germany).
Karl-Heinz Kuinke, Hamburg, Germany 040 641 9262

Wings for ‘A’ 2 furrow pre-war plough. 0874 636 747 (Brecon)

Springs for Ferguson Tiller, four required.
Linkage mechanism for two rear tines or any parts of this linkage.
Rotary mower for use with T 20 for nettle/pasture topping, any condition acceptable.

0384 830 224 (W Midlands)

Front badge for Ferguson FE 35 (oblong) 
Drawbar 180 485 Ml 
Top link assembly complete 
Ferguson 2 furrow plough 0444 457807 (W Sussex)

Oil filter element - approx 47e” in length - for 1948 TEA 20 or Information of source of availabili
ty- 0349 884180 (Ross-shire)

Two rear tractor tyres to fit Ferguson Brown (Model A), size 9-00 x 22 
Would also consider steel wheels. 0829 70392 (Cheshire)

For Duncan cab, complete set of cab mountings to f‘t MF 35 or early 135. Later type mountings 
may be considered for later 135 with mountings on side of bell housing. Lift arm yoke pins for 
Lawrence Edwards lift lock. 0650 531 357 (Powys) (between 7 and 9pm)

TE-D oil/lamp gauges

FE 35, would consider non-runner

0695 422 118 

0241 830279 (Angus)

FOR SALE
Clayton & Shuttleworth No 12290 (Lincoln) threshing machine, still on original wooden wheels 
but they do need some repairs. Open to sensible offers.

0650 531 357 (Powys) (between 7 and 9pm)
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Ferguson potato spinner, finger mower rear type, bouter, spring loaded cultivators, front end 
loader, saw bench. 0432 264285 (Herefordshire)

Ferguson TED 20 No TED-194791 (1951), registration No HHR 394 (DVLC registered with orig
inal logbook), full working order, cosmetic attention required, £500 ono

0656 860237 (S Wales)

Fordson Standard petrol/TVO excellent condition, fully restored to excellent working order, £650 
ono 0656 860237 (S Wales)

New heater plugs for P3 and TE-F, £10.00 inc post

2 TE-D, one runner, one non-runner with log book, reg DEP 818
Transport box
Mower

0953 498 149 (Norfolk)

0492 875 477 (Wales)

1958 Massey Ferguson MF35 diesel, mechanically rebuilt to very high standard, needs tyres and 
sheet metal tidying to finish, £950. 0296 630235 (Bucks)

Ferguson zig-zag harrows with spare sections in need of restoration. Any offers?
0252 843529 (Hampshire/Berkshire border)

Ferguson pulley and belt 
Ferguson saw bench and blade
£110 (no VAT) or exchange for Massey Ferguson rear mounted mower in good working order

Michael Davies, 4 Church Lane, Long Ashton, Bristol BS18 9LU

Pair front adjustable wheels for David Brown Cropmaster - suit 6.00 -19 tyres, in good condition, 
£offers. 0926 338639 (WanA/icks)

Breaking for spares: TE-D, TE-A, some Perkins P3 

TE-A 20, 36954, 1948, not running yet, £150.00 

Breaking TE-D for spares, engine etc.

0695 422 118 

0905 621 082 (Worcs) 

0362 637 712 (Norfolk)

Ferguson TE-D 392725 in working condition with loader and bucket part fitted. £330.00 
Three other Fergusons all in working condition, original but not improved.

0458 833658 (West Pennard, Somerset)

Grey Fergie tractor 1951 6V petrol, good wings and bonnet with loader
Grey Fergie 3 ton tipping trailer
Grey Fergie 2 furrow plough
Grey Fergie spring tine drag
Grey Fergie potato ridger
Grey Fergie trailer hitch
Grey Fergie jack
All for £1,000 0529 60094 (Lines)

Ferguson Vineyard tractor, winch, lights, hedge cutter, compressor, bits and pieces.
For full details telephone 0241 830279 (Angus)
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THE FERGUSON CLUB

PATRON
MRS ELIZABETH SHELDON (n6e Ferguson)

The principle objective of the Club Is to promote interest in the late Harry Ferguson, his designs 
for the mechanisation of world agriculture and in particular the 'Ferguson System’.
The Club covers all Ferguson tractors from the Ferguson A (Ferguson-Brown), Ford-Ferguson 
9N and 2N (also the 8N), Ferguson TE 20, TO 20, TO 30, US and UK Implements and, by agree
ment with Massey-Ferguson UK Ltd, the M-F 35 and 65.

Hon Vice-President: Mr John Chambers Honourary members: Sir Ian Wallace CBE
Mr Dick Dowdeswell

Chairman: Ian Halstead, 0406 540 224 Treasurer John Inge, 0584 781 280
Executive Officer: George Field, 0584 810424 

Ferguson Club office: Sutton House. Tenbury Wells, Worcs WR15 8RJ, UK

Technical and service advice: Mr Roger Seidel, 0608 641 453
IRELAND, Republic of Mr James Barrow 353 65 40286
NORTHERN IRELAND Mr G Little 0662 568 235
HOLLAND Mr B Westerveld 1883 15311
GERMANY Mr Hartmut Lindner 06152 831 23
DENMARK Mrs Merethe Hansen (45) 5393 9212
USA New England Mr C HIggerson 315 841 8717
USA South and CARIBBEAN 
CANADA

Mr Tony Allen 305 852 8793

SOUTH AFRICA 
AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND

Mr D R Field 033 97 891

SCOTLAND (Orkneys/Shetland) 
SCOTLAND (North)

Mr N Shearer 085 678 368

SCOTLAND (South) Mr John Gibson 089 981 214
WALES, Anglesey (Welsh speaking) Mr Geraint Evans 0407 720 493
WALES, North East and Denbighshire Mr Chris Frith 0407 720 493
Yorkshire/Derbyshire Mr Roger Webb 0742 890 003
Lancashire/Cheshire Mr Colin Booth 061 747 0238
Shropshire/Staffordshire Mr Paul Waring 0889 574 720
Worcestershire Mr John Inge 0584 781 280
East Anglia/Lincs Mr Ian Halstead 0406 540 224
Norfolk Mr Colin Ludgate 0603 872 496
South East Mr Richard Heal 0323 848 705
Oxfordshire Mr Roger Seidel 0608 641 453
Hampshire Mr Martin Cull 0489 572 083
Dorset/Somerset Mr R D Payne 0929 423 729
Devon Mr Michael Thorne 0363 83 600
Devon, North Mr & Mrs H Beer 0769 540 369
Cornwall Mr H Jeffery 0726 814 076

Club fees for 1994 are, per annum, UK and all overseas countries US$20 or £12 sterling. 
Receipts for subscriptions will not be provided unless specifically requested.
The Ferguson Club is a member of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. Secretary 
Mr P H J Whyman, 0945 870 716.
The Club is also affiliated to the National Vintage Tractor & Engine Club and supports their Safety 
Code. Secretary D Beeby, 0695 22 219.
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.WITH CONFIDENCE
Ferguson Drill P lanter performance allows "eyes- 
ahead” freedom to follow contour or crop lines. You have 
easy control over the entire planting operation, accurate 
seed placement at modern tractor speeds.

With 3-Point, One-Minute Attachment, you can mount 
this Planter right behind your Ferguson Tractor.

Finger Tip Control from the Tractor seat simplifies plant
ing. At a touch of the Finger Tip Control Lever, the Planter 
raises for transport or to clear obstructions . . . seed-flow 
shuts off automatically. Move the lever again, and the Planter 
is lowered to resume planting.

FERGUSON TRACTOR



'Enthusiasts interested in preservation and restoration in connection 
with probably the greatest revolution in agricultural engineering"
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