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Cover photograph - A Ferguson 2  furrow disc plough gets to grips with the conditions it was 
designed for - hard and dry. Doug Moule from Worcestershire, England works his TE-F 20 
hard in soil not usually found in U. K. Such conditions have been typical in both 1989 and 1990 
leaving soil moisture deficts at record levels. Photo - G. Field
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Any observer of modern farming cannot 
but be impressed by the staggering, if 
not bewildering, range of equipment 
that the farmer has to choose from. We 
understand that there are now 31 differ
ent MAKES of tractor on the UK market, 
each of which offers a complete range 
of models. It is a world away from the 
heyday of the Ferguson System which, 
with only one basic model gained from 
a standing start and in only two years, 
20% of the US market and went on to 
achieve an incredible 70% of the UK 
market. With the recent sale of Ford 
tractor operations to Fiat all the makes 
that were on offer in the UK during the 
40’s and early 50’s are now gone with 
the exception of John Deere and Cater
pillar. Mergers, take-overs and liquida
tions have seen the demise of Nuffield, 
David Brown, Marshall, Turner, l-H, 
Fowler, Allis Chalmers, Massey-Harris, 
Roadless to name the principle firms 
that built in the UK. It will be recalled that 
Ford in America once before retreated 
from the tractor market in 1928 just 
before agriculture experienced the 
worst depression this century. There 
are many signs of similar stress in the 
industry today with some predicting that

25% or more farmers going out of busi
ness before the end of this decade. It is 
difficult to see a place for all of the 
present 31 makes in an environment of 
declining farm incomes and static or 
even falling sales. The pressures facing 
farming now are much more complex 
than in the 30’s particularly on the bure
aucratic and environmental fronts but 
their effects are likely to lead to a similar 
outcome. The Ferguson System will, 
however, live on through Massey-Fer- 
guson tractors and indeed all of the 31 
makes that use draft control and con
verging three point linkage.

Members will recall the cover photo
graph of the Ferguson ‘A’ ridging at a 
place called ‘Lindholm Grange’. We 
guessed it may have been in Lincoln
shire. Well, it was very near, in fact 
being just over the border in South 
Humberside. While on the Simba stand 
at the Royal Show I met a farmer from 
that area, purely by chance, who re
called the farm and the tractors. Appar- 
ent ly  the farm had two 
Ferguson-Browns and an Overtime. 
The land is, I understand, still farmed by 
the Lyon family.
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Mechanisation now encompasses virtually 
all farm operations apart some livestock 
management and ‘crafts’ such as hedge
laying and dry stone walling. It is now 
possible to milk, feed, clean, monitor and 
manage almost all operations involved In 
dairying for example. It was a claim of the 
Ferguson System that it provided ‘complete 
farm mechanisation’. This was, in fact, far 
from the case with many operations remain
ing very labour intensive until well after the 
1950’s. What is most certainly true is that 
The Ferguson System led directly and indi
rectly to very significant parts of the present 
day solutions to farm mechanisation. Just 
try removing the essential elements of the 
System from our farms today and you quick
ly see why.

Fuel for our tractors is very much in the 
news again with war or rumours of war 
dominating the headlines. Take comfort 
from the fact that an alternative to oil may 
well be around the corner - Coca- Cola! Well 
not quite not on its own anyway and in the 
sump, not the tank. The extra ingredient is 
called KeeKote, the invention of two scien
tists, one from Liverpool Polytechnic and the 
other from Hungary. The additive combines 
with the phosphoric acid in Coca-Cola to 
form a lubricant. The point is that this pro
duct could replace oil as a lubricant and 
trials show that it works. In practice it may 
well be used with oil to extend the hours 
between changes and perhaps later with a

Ferguson were one of the first companies to 
offer modern mounted spraying machines 
for farmers and growers. In fact they sold 
both a low volume sprayer as well as one 
capable of medium to high volumes. {Low 
volume usually means approx. 7 -20 gallons 
water to the acre with 20 to 50+ gallons 
being medium to high. No metric figures 
allowed in this columni) Thistechnology has 
transformed farming methods and become 
very controversial in the process. Much mis
information is put out by various bodies on 
this important issue so I was gratified to 
receive a publication published by Schering 
Agriculture entitled ‘Pesticides in Focus’ 
This excellent document puts farm chemi
cals very much in perspective and should 
be essential reading for all who wish to be 
informed about what we do on our farms. 
While on this subject, there is an idea from 
many years back now nearing commercial 
acceptance which I am sure would have 
fascinated the Ferguson designers. This is 
a tractor sprayer In which the chemical is 
injected directly from its original container 
into the spray line via a metering device. 
Thus only water is carried In the main tank, 
the chemical staying untouched by the oper
ator and any left over remaining safely in its 
container. Dose rate is proportional to 
ground speed in some of these systems and 
it Is possible to cease chemical flow before 
the end of the last run so that only clean 
water is being sprayed out at the finish of the 
field. These developments will eventually 
lead to a completely closed system, with a 
high degree of safety, nil waste, no disposal 
problems and great accuracy. All are essen
tial requirements for future use of farm 
chemicals.

(Should anyone require a copy o f ‘Pes
ticides in Focus’or even wish to contact the 
firms developing these new systems the 
Ferguson Club will be pleased to help.)

A year ago this column referred to a 
comment made by Harry Ferguson in 1943 
- ‘One thing I beg of you. Don’t subsidize 
your farmers’. A recent report by Time ma
gazine revealed some staggering U.S. evi-
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dence resulting from our ignoring such ad
vice. $20 billion was spent last year in sub
sidies, 40% of which went to only 60,000 out 
of the total of 2.2 MILLION farmers. This 
total of 2.2 million farmers is down from 2.4 
million in 1980, a DECREASE of approx. 
8%. So much for protecting the life style of 
the smaller farmer and so much for the 
‘temporary emergency measures’ intro
duced in the last great depression. It is 
further estimated that the annual cost to the 
average U.S. family in higher food prices 
and taxation is around $500! And if anyone 
is thinking thatthis nonsense is an American 
phenomena, forget it. The European Com
munity system is just as damaging if not

worse as is the Japanese. Over a third of EC 
farm output comes from subsidies. This 
blinds and distorts all our perceptions and 
decisions preventing our great industry from 
finding for itself a sustainable place in the 
global market place. The trade and man
agement distortions caused by 50 years of 
such policies have got totally out of hand 
and seem almost incapable of reform. Only 
New Zealand, where support has been 
brought down to just 5% of output, has so 
far been brave enough to turn away and 
allow its agriculture to seek real oppor
tunities built on a sound base that is not the 
tool of transient politicians.

We are very pleased to welcome Sir Ian Wallace as an honourary member of the Ferguson 
Club. Sir Ian joined Harry Ferguson Incorporated in the U.S.A before returning to England 
in 1949 to be appointed to the Board of Harry Ferguson Ltd. Following the merger with 
Massey-Harris, Sir Ian continued to serve on the the Board of Massey-Ferguson Holdings 
in London until his retirement in 1980.

THE OLD TWENTY PARTS COMPANY
♦  ♦  ♦

Your first call for 
Ferguson and 

Ford-Ferguson 
♦ ♦ ♦

Most parts - many 
orignal 
♦ ♦ ♦

Parts for most 
other makes from 

1920 to date 
♦ ♦ ♦

Send stamped 
addressed 

envelope for 
complete list

Visit out stand a major raliies - send for list of event we attend 
43 the Wharf, Shardlow, Near Derby, DE7 2HG 

Teiephone: Derby (0332) 792994 (home) or (0332) 792698 (office)
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Ferauson

Worldwide

Dear Sir,
As noted on my application for membership 
to the Ferguson Club, I am the owner of a 
Ferguson TO-30, #61404, manufactured 
August/September 1951, by Harry Fergu
son Inc., Detroit, Michigan. This tractor has 
been in my family since September 8th 1951 
when It was purchased new by my uncle, U. 
Sidney Beach. As originally sold, the ma
chine Included a Wagner front end loader - 
a popular accessory at the time for both 
Fergusons and Ford 8Ns - but this has since 
been removed. Other implements and ac
cessories purchased with this machine 
were (1) single bottom plow, (2) SKO spring 
tine cultivator, (3) 4-A-BO-22 7 foot disc, (4) 
dual anti- sway bars for the lower links 
(called stabilisers in U.K.), (5) draw bar with 
stays, (6) PTO shield, and (7) optional dual 
wheels.

Both tractor and implements were 
passed to me at my uncle’s death in March, 
1982. For the next seven years I used the 
tractor regularly for ploughing gardens (both 
for myself and neighbours), snow ploughing 
(with a back blade), and running a home
made log splitter (using the PTO). All this 
time the “30” has run reasonably trouble 
free, although the 6 volt starting system 
does require an occasional “boost” from a 
battery charger in cold weather. This year, 
however, I purchased a new 4 wheel drive 
John Deere 970 to perform farm/gar- 
den/yard chores, freeing the TO- 30 for res
toration beginning this summer. It is this 
which has prompted me to join your organi
sation.

As an overseas member I doubt I shall 
have the opportunity to attend meetings or 
shows. On the other hand. I hope in time to 
contribute something to one of your publica
tions. My late uncle was a faithful “record 
keeper” and maintained a rather complete 
file on this tractor, including much of the 
“promotional literature” distributed by the 
dealer. I suspect these brochures and pos
ters are rather rare and they make for an 
interesting article.

Looking fonward to my first issue of your 
magazine/newsletter, I am,

Very truly yours,
Eugene H. Beach,
744 West Livingston, Highland,
Michigan 48031, U.S.A.

We all look forward to hearing from 
Eugene on the progress of his TO-30 resto
ration. Aiso I am sure that there much to 
interest members in those records. I would 
be particularly interested to see operating 
costs of such tractors in the U.S.A., espe
cially if they were over the life of a tractor. 
The logo, by the way, used for our Ferguson 
Open house Day is of a TO-30. It may, in a 
few years, be possible to organise an Open 
Day in the U.$. should interest grow suffi
ciently -  Editor.

P e r a u s o n

/o rld w id e
Dear Sir,
Enclosed is my renewal form and cheque. I 
joined the Ferguson Club at last years Royal 
Show after visiting the Ferguson Club 
‘House’ on the M-F stand and read the 
Journal with much pleasure. This brought to 
me the idea of writing to you about my 
Fergusons and including the enclosed 
photos.

The 1966 M-F 135 has run more than 
12,000 hours without repairs of any import
ance and is still a good and often used 
farmhand. It is equipped with a Ferguson 
High Lift (Banana) loader. The grey and gold
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M r de Jong’s line up of Fergusons.

FE 35 is from 1957, runs on petrol/paraffin 
and is in rally condition.

Championship ploughing with the Ferguson Sys
tem in Holland. M r de Jong on his 1955 TE-F 20 
shows the ‘depth wheel brigade’ how it performs.

The Ferguson TE-F 20 diesel is from 
1955 and also in rally condition. The hy
draulic system was overhauled to bring it 
back to ‘as new’ condition especially for a 
ploughing contest. It so happened that the 
National Ploughing Contest in October 1989 
took place near my village of Veenhuvzen 
and included a championship for ‘oldtimer’ 
tractors and ploughs. I was very proud to 
gain 3rd place from 22 combinations know
ing that my Ferguson plough worked with 
draft control only and thus was not carried 
by wheels as all the others were.

E. de Jong,
DsGermsweg17,9341 TD Veenhuvzen,
HOLLAND

Dear Sir,
Thank you for the last Journal and for putting 
aside last years copies for me. I am so 
pleased that the club is flourishing. I am a 
Briton looking fonA/ard to retirement when I 
can use my Fergies to do what they do best. 
My property’s name ‘Much Binding’, by the 
way, comes from the old radio show (-in-the- 
Marsh) which 1 can remember just after the 
war.

You may be interested to know of of 
some of the Ferguson ploughs (plows) I 
own. The first Ferguson ploughs to be pro
duced in volume were those produced by 
Roderick Lean Mfg. Co. of Mansfield, Ohio 
between 1923 and 1925. The patent dates 
on the earlier of the two I own : August 7th 
1923, July 15th 1924 and July 15th 1925. 
The serial number of this unit is 6177 and 
has a single bottom - not for nothing is New 
Hampshire called the ‘Granite State’! The 
serial number of the other plough is 6412.1 
have seen at least two double bottomed 
ploughs hitched to Fordsons and, if I can 
find a photograph, I will send you a copy.

Comparing the Lean ploughs with the 
photos of the Ferguson-Sherman units 
leads me to think that Leans did most of the 
design work. (Not so. See note below. Edi
tor) The most likely explanation Is that the 
company founded by Harry Ferguson and 
the brothers Sherman simply carried on 
from where Lean left off when he went bank- 
rupt. The Ferguson-Sherman Co. also 
made single furrow ploughs. I have seen 
only one but was able to scrutinize it fairly 
closely and was unable to see any differen
ces.

Another item in the Journal I found most 
interesting concerned the eventual disap
pearance of leaded petrol. It is now almost 
impossible to obtain it in this area so I have 
resorted to using additives. The product is 
called ‘Real Lead’ (surprisingly!) and I have 
yet to notice any difference in the running of
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my TE-A. In the press there has been plenty 
of explanations by the U.S. manufacturers 
but, here at least, M-F has been strangely 
silent. In all our interests may I ask that the 
subject be persued by the Ferguson Club? 
A definite statement by M-F regarding the 
valve seat material would put many minds 
at rest.

R.D. Payne,
’Much Binding’, Beech Hill RD.,
Mont Vernon, NH U.S.A.

Editors note. This plough was designed 
by Harry Ferguson and his team in Belfast 
immediately following the first world war. It 
was demonstrated to farmers in the very 
early 20 ’s, one such showing being at Spar-

sholt Farm Institute near Winchester, Eng- 
land on 27/28th March 1922. An illustrated 
catalogue  was available to interested par
ties showing the advantages of the Fergu
son plough with its ‘Duplex’ hitch. An 
American manufacturer was sought, the 
first agreement being in May 1922 with John 
Shunk of Bucyrus, Ohio. This came to noth
ing and Roderic Lean, also in Ohio, were 
approached and did indeed manufacture 
the Ferguson plough until they went bank
rupt in 1924/5. The Sherman brothers then 
took on production until the demise of the 
FordsonFin 1928. Throughout this time the 
Ferguson designers were at work in Belfast 
improving and patenting their designs.

A fine example o f a single furrow Ferguson plough manufactured by Roderick Lean Mfg. Co. Note that 
this plough is fitted with the depth control slipper or floating skid developed by Willy Sands to solve the 
problem o f even depth without a wheel. Many early ploughs with depth wheels were converted to the 
floating skid. Note the date - 1923/4! It would not look out o f place on a modem small tractor today.
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F e ra u fio n

Worldwide

Minnesota
Report

Most will recall that the 9N tractor had its 
50th birthday last year. A special attraction 
at the Olmstead County Historical Society’s 
‘Mechanical History and Threshing Show’ 
held at Rochester, Minnesota was the Na
tional 9N 50th Anniversary celebration. Fea
turing 33 9Ns from alt parts of the U.S.A., 
working demonstrations, talks, a tractor pull 
and awards for restoration entertained thou
sands of visitors. The special guest was Mr 
Harold Brock, Project Manager of the 9N for

/9JS  S r S T S M '* * ^ /W  >
\JU LY29-30J3S$  #

Henry Ford. Mr Brock delighted his audi
ence with his reminiscences and concluded 
by saying that every tractor manufacturer in 
the world now uses some aspect of the 
Ferguson System. Trophy for the best trac
tor went to Dwight Enstrom of Illinois with his 
1939 9N showing 9-32 rear tyres, one piece 
rear hubs/half shafts, chrome horizontal bar 
grill, single rib front tyres and many other 
1939 features. Ferguson Club member 
Wayne Svoboda sent the following photo
graphs including the one of him and his 
beautifully restored Massey-Harris 101 with 
Massey No.30 22 spout (run) grain only drill 
(taken in this case at the Le Sueur County 
Pioneer Power Ass’n Show.)

50 years in the Nelson family! Greg Nelson of Spring Valley, Wisconsin, displayed this immaculately 
maintained 1939 9N owned by his family since new. This tractor was the second 9N to be sold by the 
Ford dealership in River Falls, Wisconsin. It did all the work on the Nelson's farm until 1952 and has 
remained in regular use ever since. Four generations of Nelsons have learnt to drive on this machine.
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For those familiar with the Perkins P3 conversion for a 9N or TE this machine has an obvious similarity. 
This Ford 8N is also a conversion but with a twin stack V8 petrol engine and known as a ‘Funk’! No 
further details were provided but the editor thinks this ‘Funk’ conversion was carried out by Rufus Roberts 
o f Ohio, delivers 100 hp and sports a Rota-Hoe transmission. If this is correct perhaps Rufus could furnish 
us with more details.

This restoration is another 8N conversion or attachment called a Dearborn Road Maintainer. Note the 
two hydraulic rams controlling blade depth and camber. The tractor's front Is suspended under the frame 
by droppers to the Ferguson style axle beam. It appears to have independent engine driven hydraulics 
with spool valves. Steering is mechanical via the normal drag links. Owner Gene Bicknese from 
Minnesota received one of the special hand made trophies awarded that day for this pristine machine.
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We show this photograph as a example o f the other heritage that formed what is now known as 
Massey-Ferguson. Wayne Svoboda’s M-H 101 is a superb example of the art o f restoration. Incidently, 
there was a tricycle version of the 9N at the Rochester event. We would welcome more details from 
owner Palmer Possum with photographs if possible.

Tractor Parts
Up to 75% Savings 

New *  Used ^ Rebuilt

Wide Selection ot Decal Sets 
All Makes & Models ^ Crawler &Wheel 

Largest Stock x Lowest Prices

★  ■ * ★ • * ★ ■ * * ■ * ■ * ★ ■ * ♦ • ★  
Send fo r a FREE copy of our 

"We  ^  our  7"oys" catalog

P h o ne ....................................................  1-701-23S-7503
Toll Free from  North Dakota ............ 1-800-422-0952
Toll Fre« w ith in  C ontinenta l..............  1-800-437-3279
USA, Puerto Rico, Hawaii & Alaska 1-800-437-4330 
Toll Free from Canada
(Alta. Man. Ont, Sask, NW T)..............  1-800-527-3260

Surplus Tractor Parts Corporation 
P.O. Box 2125 

Fargo, North Dakota 58107

REPLICA BUILD PLATES FOR 
FERGUSON-BROWN ‘A

These plates have been specially 
commissioned by Massey-Ferguson for 

restoring the dash plate of a Ferguson’A'. 
They are un-numbered and identical to the 
original except for a very small letter ‘R’ for 

replica. (The illustration is of an original 
plate on tractor no. 3 belonging to Gilbert 
Patterson, Kilkeel, N. Ireland; the one with 
the unique built-in pto shaft) Always try to 

retain an original plate if at all possible

For full details contact John Burge, 
Massey-Ferguson Ltd., PO Box 62, 

Banner Lane, Coventry, CV4 9GF U.K.
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Readers
^  Letters

Dear Sir,
May I thank everyone concerned for a most 
enjoyable day out at the ‘Ferguson Open 
House Day’ last December. It was really a 
most interesting and informative day.

You ask if we still use our Ferguson 
equipment. In fact we use a Ferguson 3 row 
ridger for rowing up potatoes and the Fergu
son 9 tine cultivator is useful for cultivating 
the bottom’s of the rows. The trailers we 
have are all of later type with the pick-up 
hitch system. These have all been re
bedded by our local blacksmith and are still 
used at harvest and potato time. I have seen 
one of the pre pick-up hitch type trailers at 
the Mid Shropshire Vintage Club Rally last 
year and enclose photographs.

As for my own collection I have a 1948 
TE-A with Standard petrol engine, this being 
the first tractor that I restored: a 1940 Ford- 
Ferguson 9NAN, no. 10587, now restored 
from a very rough condition; Ferguson and 
Ford-Ferguson 2 furrow ploughs and a Fer
guson single furrow reversible which is fun 
to use at ploughing matches! There is also 
a set of 3 unit mounted harrows and a 2 row 
sugar beet plough.

The 9NAN was bought from a local tyre 
dealer who was about to retire. I had asked 
about it for quite some time before he de
cided to sell it. The enclosed photographs 
show the condition it was in when found and 
some idea of the parts missing. Actually I got 
one complete 9N plus another gearbox/rear 
end, fuel tank and other parts but less the 
engine. The tractor was then stripped down 
to virtually every last nut and bolt.

The badly cracked engine block was re
paired using molecular metal repair paste, 
the crankshaft reground, new liners and 
bearings etc fitted, parts being obtained 
from various sources including the Old 
Twenty Parts Co. A starter, front wheels and

governor were obtained from Nelson Green 
at Kirkby Undenwood, Bourne in Lincoln
shire. One of the most important items is the 
manifold, as the hot plate warps - get it 
planed on a surface grinder. The pipes fitted 
to the manifold are the same size as the oil 
feed pipe from the flywheel of a Fordson N 
or E27N.

Gearbox and hydraulics were completly 
stripped out as the tractor had stood for 
many years without a pto shaft - a shaft from 
a TVO TE 20 was fitted as a substitute. The 
top flap over the tank was cut out from a TE 
bonnet and new rear wheels fabricated by 
cutting the fixing ribs from the old 9N rims 
and then welding them into 10-28 rims ex 
Ferguson tractor. All parts were thoroughly 
cleaned before re-assembly and painting.

This tractor is one of the earliest 9N trac
tors that I have seen in this country with the 
following early features:-
1) Only two guages on dash, oil pressure 

and amps.
2) Temp, guage sender position on head is 

not machined out but the head is marked 
9NAN.

3) Dash and top half of steering box all cast 
as one in aluminium.

4) Ignition switch on lower left hand of dash
board.

5) Transmission oil dipstick is on the top of 
gearbox near gear lever, not in R/H in
spection cover on side of transmission 
housing.

6) Mud guard bolt holes through rear axle 
housing are not cut away as on later 
tractors.

7) Front axle grease nipples face forward.
8) Dynamo is smaller and only has one 

charge rate.
( hope this will help anyone restoring a trac
tor. Do not worry when all you have left is a 
great pile of bits! I recommend the I & T 
workshop manual No. FO 4 from Lands
mans Bookshop for rebuilding and servicing 
a 9N tractor. One or two last points. The 
push button type solenoid can be replaced, 
with only slight modification, by a Land 
Rover unit obtainable from auto electrical 
factors. Most hydraulic parts are same as

10



THE FERGUSON CLUB JOURNAL

Brian Chester's 9N as found. Note the grease nipples facing forward on the king pins in the front view. 
From the rear note that the location pads, where the bolts pass through axle to fix rear wings and stabiliser 
brackets, have no cut-away recesses. This was later changed because of problems with the bolts 
corroding into the axle unit. We would suggest that the engine #10587does not belong to the transmission 
as this serial no. was probably fitted to a tractor without safety starter link whereas this tractor has a 
starter inter-link. The dynamo is similar to the type fitted up to 15th March 1940. The rivited 2  piece rear 
axle was introduced in 1941. Transmission dipstick was changed at #47506 in 1941. The aluminium 
dash was fitted up to #80768 in 1942.

The completed unit with Ferguson-Sherman 2 furrow plough, a tribute to dedication and skill. Harry would 
not have approved of that single front wheel in the background though!

11
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the TEs except pumps which are very slight
ly different but might work. U.K. manifold 
and govenors are different to the U.S. types 
as 9N AN models were for TVO and have the 
linkage on the other side. They may fit if 
turned through 180 . The ignition is a pig to 
adjust! I have found the best way is to 
remove the whole unit from the tractor, not
ing the position of the rotor arm. It is then 
possible to test it off the tractor using a 6 volt 
battery.

Brian Chester,
Low Moore Farm, Marton-Le-Moore,
Ripon, N. Yorkshire.

★  ★  ★

Dear Sir,
I am 14 years old and very lucky to own my 
own Ferguson tractor, a 1956 TE-F 20. I 
bought the tractor last November in very 
poor condition. It was possibly sold and 
serviced originally by Clovers of Ripon 
(Yorkshire). Myself and Grandad stripped 
the tractor down completely, resprayed and 
restored it to its original condition.

I hope to start my next project soon.
Jamie Fowler,
Oakdene, Cadney Road, Hawsham,
Lincolnshire.

Jamie Fowler’s immaculate TE~F 20 returned to 
a condition I am sure Harry Ferguson would have 
approved of. Jamie is probably our youngest 
member. He has done a truly excellent job on this 
tractor and we look forward to hearing about (and 
seeing) the next project - Editor.

★  ★  ★

Dear Sir,
I would like to offer a service to club mem
bers only, NOT DEALERS, as follows:- 

I often come across various Ferguson 
implements at sales in Scotland and if any 
member wishes me to purchase, on his/her 
behalf, a particular piece at a reasonable 
price plus cost of any fuel to transport to my 
farm from the sale, I will undertake this. 
However, if any member requests this ser
vice and then renege on the request, I 
reserve the right to withdraw this free ser
vice.

I would like to take this opportunity thank 
ail members of the staff for a first caiss club, 
a pleasure to belong to.

J.R. French MBE,
Hilton Farm, Hilton of Inverkeilor, 
Arbroath, Angus, Scotland.

This is a most generous offer and very 
much in the spirit of the Ferguson Club. 
Please do not abuse it. There have been 
one or two occasions when the club has 
been seen as a vehicle for the promotion 
trade without paying our normal trade rates 
for advertising. It is sometimes difficult to 
separate the two but, in the interests of 
members as a whole, we ask any member 
who is a trader to say so. Our trade rates 
have been reviewed and are very good 
value -  please send for further information.

★  ★  ★

Dear Sir,
I purchased my Ferguson, a TE-D 20 No. 
301121 on 1st March 1987, it having been 
originally supplied by Sussex Tractors of 
Uckfield. My wife to be and I thought it would 
be fun to go from the church to reception in 
the back of the tractor. We sadly dismissed 
the idea due to the rusty condition of the 
tractor which, at the time, was in store at a 
friend’s yard many miles from the church. 
Any how, a kind offer came from some 
friends up the road who own a car dealer
ship and offering us a choice of a new red 
Mercedes sports car or a white saloon as a 
wedding car.

12
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Better than a Mercedes! These photographs 
were sent to the club by member Alec Hoare from 
East Sussex. We've seen TEs pulling trailers and 
carts a t weddings and funerals but is this the first 
time with a transport box?

Their kind offer was duly accepted, the 
bride making her way to the church in the 
smart new car. It was not until after the 
marriage service and having paseed out 
through the lychgate that we heard the 
‘chugging’ of an engine. Thinking it rather 
rough for a new Mercedes I could not be
lieve my eyes when, from behind a crowd of 
guests, emerged a shiney little grey bonnet. 
There stood my tractor, gleaming as though 
brand new, decked out with ribbons and 
balloons, a transport box on the back with 
blanket and cushions for our comfort. The 
transport box was lowered, we both hopped 
in and were taken at leisurely speed to the 
reception. We both think that this made our 
special day that much more special and

would like to thank Bill Wells (a Fergy Club 
member) and his accomplice Win the chauf
feur, for their hard work and efforts in the 
restoration of my tractor.

Alec A. Hoare,
2 Lyndhurst Cottages, Herne Road,
Crowborough, East Sussex.

★  ★  ★

Dear Sir,
The Ferguson TE-D 20 shown in the en
closed photographs was bought by me for 
£45 having found it in a garage covered in 
rubbish and in a dismantled state. The 
Thursday after Easter 1988 we pulled it out, 
looked it over and thought, ‘Should I take it 
to a scrapyard!’ I honestly thought my 
money had been wasted. Having loaded the 
tractor and brought it home, my son and I 
worked on it for about three hours that night. 
The water pump appeared different and 
there was no rocker gear. The following 
Saturday a rocker gear and pump were 
found, fitted and by 7pm we had it running 
for the first time in 6 years. We were winning 
at last and after a leaking radiator was re
paired it was ready for its first outing to our 
own rally at Carlisle.

I took it to show it before full restoration 
although it looked rough and was misfiring. 
The following winter I overhauled the engine 
and did a full restoration job on it. A few local 
rallies were attended last year and am doing 
the same this year. At the Carlisle and Dis
trict Vintage Society annual ploughing 
match I didn’t get any prizes for ploughing 
but was awarded a trophy for the best turned 
out tractor and plough. The plough was, in 
fact, bought by my grandfather in April 1948 
for £47 10 shillings. Transport for my TE-D 
is on a Ferguson 3 ton trailer pulled by my 
1964 35X which I have owned since new.

Thank you for a brilliant magazine.
Bill Steele,
Yeamgill Farm, Aspatria, Carlisle.

★  ★  ★

Dear Sir,
Many thanks for my membership card, club 
newsletter and Journal. I have thoroughly
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M r Steel’s TE D before restoration.

1951 Ferguson TE D 20 bought for £45 by member W. C. Steele o f Carlisle. Seen ploughing at Carlisle 
and District Ploughing Match, September 1989 following restoration.
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November 1962: the late Dick Chambers gets to grips with a M-F 35 fitted with mid mounted row crop side hoe and rear cultivator (not a Ferguson type).
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enjoyed reading the latter two and am sad 
that I did not find out about the Ferguson 
Club till recently especially because of last 
years Open House Day at the Massey-Fer- 
guson factory. I realise it is not possible to 
go to M-F as an individual so look forward 
to a repeat visit by the club in the future.

With regard to the Massey-Fergusons 
here, I work with my brother on a nursery, 
where we operate 9 M-F tractors. My brother 
owns five M-F 35Xs and I one early 135, a 
1968 135, a 1974 M-F 20 and a 765 Dig- 
ger/Loader. These tractors are in constant 
use with a full time workforce of 12 people. 
One 35X is permanently fitted to a sprayer 
with a 16’ boom on one side for weed control 
on container beds. Three 35Xs have pallet 
forks for shifting plants and the last 35X is 
equipped with a fork lift attatchment for pal
let loading. The two 135s are generally em
ployed on trailer work while the 765 is used 
to load compost and dig trenches for irrig
ation work etc. Remaining tractors are avail
able for field work. In the 20-30 years that 
the nursery has been in operation there has 
never been a resident make other than Fer
guson or Massey-Ferguson.

For myself I have, for the past 8 years, 
run my own additional nursery smallholding 
on 9 acres. Here too, because of my long 
involvement with Ferguson, it is the only 
make. A M-F 203 was bought as nearly 
scrap, the loader and back-actor removed, 
three point linkage fitted and, after renova
tion, is now in general use around the small
holding. Another similar 203 was bought, 
renovated and fitted with a rear forklift. This 
can be easily removed so that the back- 
actor can be refitted from time to time when 
needed. My Ferguson TE-F 20 diesel, which 
started life on this property before it was 
owned by any of my family, has since done 
service in Spalding, Lincolnshire and then 
Rugby, Warwickshire where I bought it as a 
runner (just) for £100. That was in 1980 
since when it has been renovated and put 
to regular use in the nursery.

Now to ‘the collection’. This consists of a 
1959 35; 1949 TE-A; 1951 TE-E Narrow; 
Ferguson-Brown and a Ford-Ferguson

9NAN. The latter was recently purchased as 
a non-runner for £450 and will be restored 
after the TE-E on which I am now working. 
Can you tell me where to find the 9N serial 
number? It has a plate under the steering 
column like the TE but no number, only 
‘Made in U.S.A.’ or similar.

I have got a Ford-Ferguson 2 furrow 
plough for the 9N but would very much like 
a plough for the Ferguson-Brown. The latter 
does have a dash plate on it showing the 
serial number ‘818 Type A’. Some photos, 
show there should be a plate at the bottom 
of the radiator saying ‘Built by David-Brown’. 
Is this plate still available? This tractor is 
also missing the rear wheel hubs caps.

Ron Van Den Broek,
Otterhill Farm, Rowton, Addlestone, 
Surrey.

The 9N serial number can be found, 
stamped, on the side of the engine block. 
(9N transmissions can only be dated by 
reference to the type of parts fitted except 
from 1946 when a heavier rear axle housing 
was introduced and date stamped on the 
front). The plate on the radiator of a Fergu
son-Brown ‘A ' was made of nickel-silver and 
is not available at the moment. Massey-Fer
guson can supply replica dash plates for the 
A ’ - anyone interested please contact John 
Burge, our Liason Officer at PO Box 62, 
Banner Lane, Coventy CV4 9GF for details.

Please send all your 
letters to:-

Mr George Field 
Executive Editor, 

Sutton House, 
Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire. 
WR15 8RJ
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OBITUARY
Dick Chambers 1911-1990

Richard Chambers, best known in the Fer
guson world for his achievements in training 
at the Ferguson school, found great satis
faction in all the opportunities life gave him 
and in the help and encouragement he gave 
to his students and colleagues.

Born of Ulster farming stock at the home 
farm of Tullynaskeagh, five miles from 
Downpatrick, Co. Down, Dick’s early educa
tion began at Bailee Primary School, just a 
mile away. From Bailee he attended the 
Methodist College, Belfast whence, having 
won a County Scholarship of £100 a year, 
he read science and agriculture at Queen’s 
University for four years. It was here at 
Queen’s, on their very first day at the univer
sity in Belfast, that Dick met his future wife, 
Edith. Like Dick, Edith was also from Down
patrick, but they had not known of each 
other until that day. He finished university 
with a B.Sc., and a B.Agr.

His first job, executed with some consid
erable success, was as the organising sec
retary for Ulster Young Farmers Clubs. At 
the 1936 Royal Show his team of Young 
Farmers won the Gold Cup for cattle judg
ing. June of 1938 saw his appointment to a 
similar position for the Scottish Association 
of Young Farmers Clubs. After war broke 
out in 1939, Dick volunteered to join the 
R.A.F, trained in the use of the then new 
technology of airborne radar in De Havilland 
Mosquitos and gained promotion to flight 
lieutenant. It was here in the R.A.F. that 
Dick’s natural talent for teaching was recog
nised. At the completion of his training the 
next two years were spent in charge of his 
‘flight’ to prepare them to join the 100,000 
aircraft that took part in the Normandy land
ings on the 6th June 1944 or ‘D Day'.

Farming returned for Dick even before 
leaving the R.A.F. through his being given 
the task of preparing and developing an Air 
Ministry scheme to train demobbed airmen 
for agricultural work. Peacetime found a

new opportunity for Dick’s by now consider
able experience in training and education, 
in an offer from Harry Ferguson to work as 
training manager at the new Ferguson 
School near Stoneliegh Abbey. In 1950 Dick 
Chambers became a fellow of The Institute 
of Agricultural Engineers, a body for which 
he did much useful work. He later trans
ferred to market research to advise M-F 
engineers on the machinery farmers of the 
world would require for the future, a task that 
required travel abroard on many occasions 
especially to the Indian sub continent. He 
retired from Massey-Ferguson in 1970.

Dick could not remain idle and in the 
following years he had a number of interes-
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Dick Chambers in his element somewhere in India in the early fifties instructing in the use of a Ferguson 
disc plough.

ting jobs including checking the acreages of 
grain claimed by farmers for subsidies. For 
a great many years, indeed up to 1989, he 
was an examiner of proficiency tests at Mor
ton Morrell Agricultural College in Warwick- 
sh ire . D ick becam e the  M id lands 
agricultural representative for the Royal So
ciety for the Prevention of Accidents 
(RoSPA) and was deeply involved with the 
health and safety features contained in the 
final Bill ('Health and Safety at Work Act’) to 
be put before Parliament.

Together with his brother John, Dick was 
an honoury member of the Ferguson Club

and both were elected the first honoury vice 
presidents December 1989.

His natural enthusiasm for people fitted 
him well to further his belief that both profi
ciency and safe procedures are essential 
requirements for working in our technologi
cal world. This was certainly a belief shared 
by Harry Ferguson and vigorously promoted 
from the inception of the Ferguson System. 
He will be greatly missed.

Dick is survived by his widow, Edith, a 
son in Munich and one daughter currently in 
India.
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OPERATOR INSTRUCTION BOOKS
Catalogue Publication

numter number Price

TE 20 Tractor w itti patroland V.O. engirte A1098 819096M1 £3.76

TE 20Tractorwith Standard 20cdie$al ertgirta A1198 8190UM1 £3.75

EE 36 Tractor with petrol, V.O. and 23cdie$el engine A1298 819046M1 £3.75

FE 36 Vaporising oil engine instruction book A1398 •819048 M l £2.50

FE3523cOiese!oil engine instruction book A1496 •819050M1 £2.50

MF36XTractorwlth Perkins diesel engine A1696 819146 M4 £3.75

MF66(765)Tractorwith Perkins diesel engine A16S8 819162 M3 £3.75

Non Boo»sm*rt»tf •ireu*»Oin£0>vi;'wriw>iMrtQD»riW»'>«njcnwflootaiJO««ta»p*r>tffV)8 0firft»Wor»njin«fftT»c

OPERATORS PARTS LIST
Catalogue Publication

number number Price

TE 20Tractor Operator Parts List and 
Maintenance Instructions

A1798 819167 M1 £5.00

WORKSHOP SERVICE MANUALS
Catalogue Publication
number number Price

TE 20 Tractors with Standard petrol. VO..Lamp oil 
and Standard 20c diasel engine

A0118 819135M1 £22.00

FE 36, MF36,435XTractors w ith Standard petrol, 
V.O., Lamp oil, 23c diesel engineand Perkins 
3.152 diesel engine

A0216 819147M1 £22.00

MF65I765] Tractor w ith Perkins A4.192 and 
AD4.203diesel engine

A0313 819148M1 £22.00

TRACTORS

Technical publications for the early Ferguson and later 
Massey Ferguson tractors manufactured in the United 

Kingdom, are available from the 'MF Sales Support 
Distribution Centre'. Owners ordering these publications 
MUST include a cheque with their order made payable to 
"MASSEY-FERGUSON LTD", the price includes postage 

and packing in the U.K., VAT is not applicable.

Sendyourorderto:

MF Sales Support Distribution Centre,
P.O.Box 503,

Leicester. LE99 OAE

You MUST quote your full name and address and the 
catalogue number for the publication(s) you require.

FREE CATALOG
Ford, Ford/Ferguson, Ferguson I'ractors Farts. 

North American Production Only.
New. Rebuilt & Used Tractt'r Parts 

Many other makes <& models are available, including 
many before 1940.

CENTRAL
TRACTOR F A R i n &

F A M I L Y

CEIVTER

For Quotation: 
TELEX: 4:^9089 
FAX: 515/266-2952 
or Write Main Office 
1515 E. Euclid Ave. 
F.O. Box 3350 
I)es Moines, fowa 
50316-0330
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ALUMINIUM BONNETS 
(HOODS) on FERGUSON 

TRACTORS

The use of aluminium alloys in production 
Ferguson tractors originated in the ‘A ’ made 
during the years 1936/9. Principally this 
metal was used for the radiator and trans
mission housing. Problems with this materi
al in operation resulted in greater use of 
alloy steels for main components as is evi
dent on the 9N tractor. However in styling 
the 9N, under the personal attention of both 
Harry Ferguson and Henry Ford, (and later 
with the TE 20) aluminium continued to find 
a place.

The original prototypes of the 9N had an 
angular shaped hood (similar to an Allis B) 
incorporating a simple wire mesh grille in 
front of the radiator. Ferguson and Ford, it 
is said, decided to improve on this and cer
tainly what ensued was more in keeping 
with the car and truck styling 6f that period 
just prior to World Warll. Indeed many have 
described the 9N and TE styling as timeless. 
The first four thousand 9N hood top assem
blies were in cast aluminium along with the 
radiator grill. Subsequently the hoods were 
constructed of heavy gauge sheet steel with 
only the radiator grille in cast but still retain
ing the horizontal slats in the familiar style 
of the later TEs. These cast components 
suffered the severe disadvantage however 
of shattering into small pieces on impact and 
even the grille was subsequently disconti
nued by 1941. All 9N/2N tractors from then 
on were fitted with the more familiar vertical 
bar steel grill, a style retained by Ford to the 
end of 8N production in 1952. It is now 
possible to obtain in the U.S.A. a grille made

to the same specification as the early hori
zontal slat types so that anyone wishing to 
restore an early 9N can achieve the original 
authentic look.

When the Ferguson TE 20 went into pro
duction at Coventry, England, it was at a 
time of severe shortage of raw materials. 
The fact that Harry Ferguson was able to 
obtain, once again, sufficient materials even 
to start production was in itself a consider
able feat. With steel supply very short, 
aluminium was again used for some TE 
bonnets during 1947 and onwards into the 
early 1950s. Some bonnets can be found 
with only the side panels in alloy, others 
having almost all panels of alloy but with 
extra bracing to cope with their inherent 
weakness. Such side panels i have a set of 
small rivets set about halfway along the 
length of the upper portion where it attaches 
to the bonnet top. These rivits hold extra 
strengthening pieces inside and also enable 
one to identify the material from which the 
bonnet is constructed.

The fact that an aluminium hood does not 
rust is an obvious advantage to restorers but 
it is not very resistant to tearing and if 
stretched Is difficult to repair to its original 
form without the use of filler. In this day and 
age the advent of inert gas welding has 
made the job of repairing aluminium alloy 
much easier of course. It seems that even 
as late as 1952 there were still difficulties 
with the supply of steel as the following 
extract from an original Ferguson Service 
Bulletin shows:

Harry Ferguson Ltd., Coventry,
Service Bulletin No. 42, Cont. Sheet 2, 
September 1952,

To All Main Dealers,
Item 4, Hood Assemblies. Material Con- 
session. All Tractors Except TE-F.

Object
steel.

To conserve supplies of sheet

Advice - When spare hood assemblies are 
required, all Dealers are asked to co-oper
ate in a policy of ordering and fitting alumi
nium alloy assemblies to the carburettor
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engined tractors, reserving steel assem
blies for the diesel tractor, which has to 
withstand heavier vibration and justifies the 
use of stronger metal.

Aluminium alloy assemblies are identi
fied by the stiffening plate rivits at the top 
centre of the side panels.

(Enter into Index under Tractors - Miscel
laneous - Seat, Hood and Fenders)

John Baber

SAFETY POLICY
The following is a draft summary of the 
Ferguson Club Safety Policy - please read 
carefully. If you wish to comment please 
write, as briefly as possible, to the club. It 
should be read in conjunction with the 
N.V.T.E.C. safety code.
1) A Safety Officer shall be appointed to 
attend any given rally / show or gathering. 
He / she will be empowered to inspect exhi
bits and documentation, such as insurance 
cover. The Safety Officer will have authority 
to deny access to any exhibit that does not 
meet with certain minimum standards.
2) Exhibitors shall produce written do
cumentation showing adequate insurance 
cover for third parties at any rally / show or 
gathering.
3) ONLY ONE PERSON SHOULD RIDE 
ON TRACTORS AT ANY GIVEN TIME. 
Only the required number of persons 
needed should ride on machines when in 
use, e.g. steerage hoe, potato planter, bag
ger combine etc.
4) Machines must, at all times, be driven 
slowly and with due care and attention. This 
particularly applies when others are in close 
proximity.
5) Running engines in confined spaces is 
dangerous and should be avoided - ensure 
adequate ventilation at all times.
6) Loading and unloading of machines must 
be done well away from public areas and 
with plenty of space available in case of 
difficulties.

(The Ferguson Club's own insurance is 
to protect it and its members at our official

functions from claims by third parties and is 
not a substitute for protecting your own in
terests).

The following specific points MUST be 
strictly adhered to when operating any 
tractor or self propelled machine at any 
event:-
A) The engine stop control device must be 
fully operative, in good condition and easily 
reached by the operator.
B) The braking system must be fully opera
tive and correctly adjusted. The parking 
brake or latch must be fitted and in good 
working order.
C) The clutch must be in good working order 
and adjusted correctly. It should be capable 
of fully and easily disengaging the engine 
from the transmission. This is especially 
important with dual clutches. Any tractor 
with a sticking clutch IS NOT ACCEPT
ABLE under any circumstances.
D) The steering mechanism must be free of 
serious wear in all joints and bearings as 
well as the steering box.
E) All axle / wheel bolts and nuts must be 
present and tight. Front axle bolts must of 
the correct type and spacing. Tyres must be 
sound with no bulges or wall damage.
F) Hydraulic Controls must function in the 
manner specified by the makers with no 
danger of implements falling to the ground 
suddenly. Implements should AT ALL 
TIMES be lowered to the ground when not 
in use.
G) Automatic hitches must be in a sound 
condition as should drawbars which must be 
used with approved pins and secured by 
lynch pins. Safety latches must be fully 
operable with no excessive wear or mis- 
sing/faulty springs.
H) PTO guards MUST be in place as should 
all other guards on i machinery.

It is further recommended that the fol
lowing points be adhered to:-
a) All hoses, valves, external fittings and 
rams should be free of serious leaks. Hoses 
and seals should be in good order, not be 
frayed or kinked and no faults in swaged
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fittings. External rams should be closed e.g. 
tipping trailers. If it is desired to show the 
underside of trailers for instance, then ade
quate props must be used and the exhibit 
fenced off. It is nevertheless preferable that 
such exhibits are not left with oil under 
pressure in a parked position nor left unat
tended.
b) Hydraulic linkages shall have pins, balls 
and other fittings present and in good order 
with properfastenings and lynch pins. There 
should be no excessive wear on hitch points 
or pivot pins. Welding of hydraulic lift rods 
or lower links should be done with tech
niques that are compatible with the metal of 
the original parts so as to avoid fatigue 
and/or failure.
c) Towing of vehicles should only take place 
with adequate supervision and the use of 
towing rails is recommended. Ropes and 
cables should be avoided if possible and the 
public kept away from any machine under 
tow.
d) Belt pulley run on points should be 
guarded if exposure could cause danger to 
the operator or others. Belt connectors must 
not pose a hazard. Open shafts, sprockets, 
pulleys or chains must be covered by ade
quately supported guards. If it is desired to 
show such workings, perspex or weldmesh

may be used to make suitable guards. Ade
quate fencing and preferably warning signs 
must be erected around exhibits that are run 
statically for demonstration e.g. a hammer 
mill.
e) Operators of static exhibits, e.g. saw 
benches, mills or threshers, should be 
aware of their responsibilities to themselves 
as well as bystanders or spectators. Adequ
ate protective clothing should be worn with 
no loose pieces to get caught.
f) Remote control devices are advisable for 
items in (e) above or there should be an 
assistant close by who can act in an emer
gency.
g) Mudguards should be in sound condition.
h) Thottle and governor linkages should be 
capable of controlling the engine speed cor
rectly.
i) Fuel lines and unions should not leak, 
especially petrol types. Fuel tank caps 
should be adequately secured and venting 
properly.
j) Batteries, electrical leads and connec
tions should be secure and not likely to 
cause short circuits or sparks, nor should 
batteries leak acid.
k) The operators seat, and footplates where 
fitted, should be secure. Exhaust silencers 
should be effective.

THE FERGUSON
CLUB
We now have 
in stock:-
Harry Ferguson by Bill Martin 
Ferguson Sales Leaflet-colour reproduction 
Ferguson Club badge (silver or gold) 
Ferguson US style hats (club logo)

Ferguson Impelement Transfers 11”
‘Little Grey Fergie’ print (15” x 12")

O N  A N Y  S IZE O F FARM

£3-30 inc post & packing 
£1-75 inc post & packing 
£2-20 inc post & packing 
£5-30 inc post & packing 

(only a few left) 
£3-00 inc post & packing 
£1-00 inc post & packing

Please w rite t o T h e  Ferguson Club,
Sutton House, Tenbury Wells, WORCS, WR15 8RJ
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Published: Quarterly N9 N -2 N -8 N
EW SLETTER

Cost: $17 U.S. Dollars (approx £9-10.00)

Gerard W. Rinaldi 
154 Blackwood Lane, 

Stamford, CT 06903 U.S.A.

YOUR SPECIALIST BOOKSHOP
Every Book on Agriculture and Horticulture from

LANDSMAN’S POSTAL BOOKSHOP LIMITED
Catalogues 60p

Second-hand books bought and sold or part exchanged.
Keep your Personnel Library up to date.

LANDSMAN’S BOOKSHOP LIMITED 
BUCKENHILL, BROMYARD, HEREFORDSHIRE 

Telephone: (0885) 483420

WILD HARVEST
NEWSLETTER OF WALUS  - MASSEY - HARRIS - FERGUSON ENTHUSIASTS IN U.S.A.

Published: Bi-monthly Cost: $20 U.S. Dollars (approx £11.00) 
you r B ank can qu ickly g ive  you  an International M oney O rder fo r you  to send over.

Keith Oltrogge  
Box 529

Denver, 1A 50622 
U.S.A.

Luddington Machinery
offers:-

Complete Ferguson and Fordson tractors and spares 
‘As is’ prices for Ford - Ferg., TE 20,35,135, 65 etc.

No order to small 
Phone for all requirements 

Open 7 days
Nationwide delivery and postal service

Telephone Chris on Glasebury 04974 6648
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FROM
THE

AREAS

This last spring, the Herbert Art Gallery and 
Museum in Coventry staged a series of 
exhibitions on the city’s contemporay indus
trial achievements entitled ‘Made In Co
ventry’. Among the companies participating 
were Rolls Royce, Courtaulds, Massey-Fer- 
guson and Dunlop Aerospace. In the years 
since the first Ferguson TE 20 came off the 
line in September 1946, the former Harry 
Ferguson Ltd, now Massey- Ferguson Trac
tors Ltd, has played a major role in the city’s 
industrial achievements making Banner 
Lane and tractors synonymous throughout 
the free world. As part of this series of 
exhibitions it was suggested to the Mu
seum’s Keeper of Social History, Mr Nial 
Adams, that the Ferguson Club and Mas- 
sey-Ferguson should assemble a caval
cade of tractors to drive through Coventry 
from the cathedral to a city pdrk and back 
on Sunday the 4th March. Permission hav
ing been obtained from the police and Co
ventry Cathedral authorities, John Burge 
and David Bull from the Ferguson Club, 
together with Nial Adams obtained eleven 
tractors and drivers from M-F, our own club 
members and four invited guests.

The assembly point was at the foot of the 
steps that lead up to the two cathedrals, (the 
one destroyed by bombing in the Second 
World War, the other its modern replace
ment), and overlooked by the famous Ep
stein bronze figure of St. Michael in triumph 
over the Devil. Under an overcast sky and a 
breeze still carrying some of winter’s chill, 
11 tractors lined up for the drive to War 
Memorial Park, Earlsdon, 2 miles south of

the city center. The TEs headed the caval
cade led by David Bull on his 1954 TE-F plus 
hammer mill, followed by the 35s, a 65S 
industrial, a M-F 168 and a modern M-F 390 
(driven by Nial Adams) bringing up the rear. 
A police escort accompanied us In front and 
behind.

An hours stop at the Memorial park and 
it was back on the road to the cathedral 
where a certain amount of manouvering 
was done for the benefit of the local TV 
station. The 168, part of M-F’s museum 
inventory, decided to disgrace itself by 
drinking the accumulated condensation in 
its tank, much to the disgust of its DPA 
injection pump. Dave Bull then gave a good 
demonstration of a properly trained Fergu
son engineer, quickly draining off and bleed
ing the fuel system in order to remove the 
tractor from its centre of road position. Well, 
where else would it stop!

Those of us with an agricultural bent 
where disappointed not to have any farmy
ard manure to put in the Ferguson Muck 
Spreader. We thought some of the flower 
beds in the cathedral grounds could do with 
a good dose of organic material! A gentle
man of the cloth did come and enquire of our 
intentions which rather dampened such de
lightful thoughts. It was observed, however, 
that the assembled equipment could still be 
used to grow food, providing tools for all 
essential primary cultivations and milling 
any resulting harvest. A drill and harvester 
would have 1 completed the set.

The 40 years span from the two 1949 
TE-D’s to the new M-F 390, gave a graphic 
demonstration of continuous Ferguson trac
tor development, stating again the extraor
dinary contribution the Ferguson System 
has made, and is still making, to world agri
culture and Coventry’s industrial achieve-
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Under the gaze of Epstein's St. Michael, Ferguson tractors and implements assemble at Coventry's 
famous modern cathedral.

HOWELL 
JOTTINGS

At this years Spring 
Gathering at Dorring- 
ton, Lincolnshire on 
May 29th there was a 
good representation 
of the products of 
Harry Ferguson from 
early Continentals to 
red 35 ’s com plete 
w ith  Ferguson  
ploughs, hammer i mills, cordwood saws, 
winches, discs, mowers, a game flusher etc. 
Not all tractors were fully restored, some 
being partly finished and others in off farm 
condition.

It is essential that more members get 
together at local or area level. This is the 
only way that many practical and enjoyable 
ideas can come forward. (I think I made a

similar plea last year) One such idea sug
gested at Dorrington was to have a sales 
table for members to swop, sell or buy parts. 
A good idea but someone has got to get 
stuck in and organise it. Involvement at local 
level is vital.

During this last year I was sorry to hear 
that some members felt the club was not 
going in the right direction. I don’t know 
which way they wish the club to go but 
criticisms of our Executive Officer and the 
way he runs things are, in my view, un
founded. I could not afford to put one tenth 
of the time George Field puts into the Fer
guson Club. I would like to thank George 
Field and his wife for holding the club 
together over past couple of years when it 
was going through a difficult time. We all 
know how much effort they have put in and 
we now have a healthy membership and 
bank balance. To decentralise the club with 
a committee spread around the country.
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would just bog the club down. If George is 
happy to carry on we should be grateful and 
let him, and if there is anything to discuss 
we can talk to him on the phone. We should 
leave well alone and not envy what some
one else has done.

I would like all members to put pen to 
paper and express their opinions to what 
they require from the club and I hope give 
George Field and his wife Carol a vote of 
confidence. Lets not get away from the 
club’s aims - Ferguson tractors.

Stewart Ogden

Editor’s note. As part of my response to 
the issues raised by one or two members 
and referred to by Stewart Ogden above, I 
sent iast Aprii 20th a letter to all area repre
sentatives. This letter is reproduced below. 
Apart from Hampshire and Lincolnshire 
there were no replies to any of the points 
raised in this letter. It sets out the practical 
aspects of getting the job done and how any 
individual can make a worthwhile contribu
tion if he or she wishes to. We welcome 
anyone's ideas but there is no substitute for 
PRACTICAL contributions, lam  very grate
ful to those who do give, unsung, much 
valuable time. The only details in the letter 
that have changed since April are that the 
renewals for 1990 now stand a t82.25%; the 
recruitment rate is now 4.7 members per 
week which has resulted at the time of writ
ing in 174 new members so far this year, 
another 69 to add to the 105 last April 20th. 
I am very pleased to say that many of these 
have been from overseas. This brings the 
total paid up membership to over 650. As 
soon as the membership list is on computer 
we will publish it.

20th ApriM 990
To all representatives,
I am writing to you all to give some idea of 
the scope and condition of the club as we 
enter the ‘90s. 1989 saw a great advance in 
both membership and finances. In addition 
the style and content of the ‘Ferguson Jour
nal’ has been very favourably received with 
dozens of enthusiastic comments coming in 
and only two critical. Thus I see 1990 as a 
year of consolidation building on a solid 
foundation endorsed by the fact that, with 
subscriptions still coming in, we have almost 
exactly an 80% renewal. In addition we have 
had 105 new members since last December 
1st.

May I review the following specific areas 
of activity.

1) Events, speakers, rallies etc.,
2) Administration,
3) Publications - a) writing,

b) editing,
c) research
4) Service and advice to members inc. new 

vehicle registration rules.

1) EVENTS .
So far we have limited ourselves to the one 
annual event I started in 1988, the ‘Fergu
son Open House Day’, This event also com
bined the first open annual general meeting 
and actively involved club members. There 
Is scope for extra events if members come 
forward to organise them under guidance of 
the operational rules a draft of which has 
been prepared by John Baber. Stuart 
Ogden has raised the question of cups etc. 
which has yet to be decided. Suggestions 
for speakers next December are welcome.

2) ADMINISTRATION.
This aspect is running very smoothly espe
cially now that the banking and interim com
puter facilities are working well. My farm 
business bought a second hand Canon FC- 
5 copier which has proved a tremendous 
time saver and has certainly helped in giving 
a better service to our members.
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VINTAGE
PLOUGHING

ASSOCIATION
The Ferguson Club was very pleased to hear of the formation of the Vintage Ploughing 
Association recently. The sole aim of this non-profit making association is to bring 
together the top ploughmen to a national vintage ploughing final to be held in the 
Midlands in 1992. Ferguson enthusiasts will be pleased to hear that both mounted and 
trailed ploughs will be welcome.

The organisers would like all of you who are interested to write as individuals to the 
Association with your name and address in order that they can elicit the level of support 
in each area and plan the qualifying rounds. Further information will then be forwrded 
to you as arrangements develop. Please inform all you friends who might be interested 
in vintage ploughing.

Write today sending a cheque or postai order for 50p to:- 
Vintage Pioughing Association,
202 Blackhorse Road,
Longford,
COVENTRYCV66DG
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3) PUBLICATIONS.
a) Writing - This is an area where there is 
great scope for members to contribute to the 
club and greatly reduce the time taken in 
producing the Journal. This can be done in 
the following ways:-
Preparation of articles in ‘ready to typeset’ 
form.
Reports o f your activities with photographs 
of a suitable quality for publication.
Specific feature articles on service/restora- 
tion with photos/graphics in camera ready 
form.
Keyboard (typing/taking dictation) work for 
members who do not have facilities as well 
as for this office.

I cannot emphasise enough that, as with 
Vaporising and other magazines, writing is 
the most time consuming and demanding 
(as well as rewarding) area with the greatest 
scope for members or others to fulfill.

b) Editing - This task is made very much 
easier by good copy as outlined above. The 
difference in time and cost, not to mention 
delay, between ‘ready to use copy’ and 
others has to seen to be believed. Even the 
simplest items like sales and wanted need 
to be sent in correctly. We will introduce a 
form this year for that purpose.

c) Research - Here is another area with 
enormous scope for members. This is also 
a time consuming and expensive area as 
John Baber pointed out last December. The 
Ferguson story is so vast that there is no 
shortage of m aterial to publish. Re
searching and collating it is another matter 
altogether! However there is a lot an individ
ual can do especially those near to mu
seums and other sources of interest. Also 
those on farms have much scope for practi
cal research into operational aspects.

If there was greater activity from mem
bers (especially representatives!) in the 
above there would be more time for essen
tial editing and greater attention to detail and 
timeliness. I would be very keen for con
tributors to take on one specific feature as 
is the case with Antique Power Magazine.

4) SERVICE TO MEMBERS
Dealing with enquiries has not been a prob
lem to date. I forsee an increased workload 
to come with the very welcome changes 
over registration numbers. All classic and 
vintage clubs will have the responsibility of 
seeing that these new rules are carried out 
to the letter. This may be an area where the 
regional Ferguson Club representatives 
play an important role.

For over 12 months we had on our forms 
a question asking for contributions of spe
cific skills to assist with technical aspects. 
This drew virtually no response at all. How
ever, the really committed members are 
gradually coming together and should hope
fully meet most of our requirements.

To summerise the greatest areas to 
speed our endeavours are:-
a) Good contributions especially on the ser
vice side (like John's water pump article in 
Vol 3 no 3).
b) More activity from the regions.
c) Practical help in research etc.
d) Contributor/s taking on a specific feature 
(in the Journal) for a period.

I hope the above is helpful in identifying 
the specific requirements for 1990. We are 
financially sound, growing by 3 or 4 mem
bers a week and looking forward to a year 
of consolidation to build on our experience.

George Field, Executive officer.

Contributors (or even readers letters) can 
now send their copy to the Ferguson Club 
on computer using ‘LocoScript’ 1 or 2  on 
CF2 3" floppy discs.

If you send photographs PLEASE place 
full details of subject WITH YOUR MEM
BERSHIP NUMBER on a self-adhesive 
label attatched to back of each photograph. 
This protects your photographs from dam
age by writing, saves us considerable time 
and ensures your photos, are easily identi
fied.

As mentioned in the above letter we in
troduced a Ferguson Club form for classi
fied adverts. Thank you all who used them 
- it has been a great help. Please continue 
to use them.
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NORTHUMBERLAND

Mr R. Stoddart, club 
rep resen ta tive  for 
Northern England, 
sent this photo of the 
first series of Stand
ard vans used by Fer
guson dealers from

1946. This unit was a service van for the 
Ferguson dealers in Kelso, Scotaland, 
George Henderson Ltd. The identity of the 
driver is not known; perhaps someone will 
recognise him. The model Standard Van
guard van, with Ferguson System logos on 
side panels, was a recent limited edition of 
150 by Kenna Models of Daventry and cost 
£46-00. (Kenna’s no. is 0327-60835 - there 
are still some available)

V
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ODE TO TED THE TRACTOR

Old Ted could scarcely hide his tears 
Languishing on a farm for 30 odd years 
He thought his dump he’d never quit 
Covered in farmyard mud and **** 
manure
Then a rescuing Knight in a white crew- 
bus
Arrived at the farm in a cloud of dust 
He carefully examined Ted’s ins and outs 
And declared that’s what he wanted for 
the Scouts
Ted shivered and shook with great expec
tation
As farmer and Knight began negotiation 
Its yours said the farmer i f250 you pays 
Done said the Knight, deliver to Cater- 
weys

The deal was done, the money paid 
And Ted is now almost new made 
Only a few more weeks need pass 
Before Ted can cut the Bromham grass
Soon old Ted will be heading North 
For a happy birthday, his 34th 
Proving again that long life factor 
That he’s a Ferguson TE tractor

Ted is a Ferguson TE-D20 tractor, Serial 
Number TED381360 with engine Serial 
Number S225951E dated 18-2-55, bought 
by Andrew Harries on 22 January 1988. The 
aim being a joint restoration project with 
Roger and Darren Margrave before the trac
tor is put back into service at the Leslie Sell 
County Scout Activity Centre, Bromham.

A. J . Harris 
38 Centreways, 

Dunstable, Beds.

O H cC

at Kirkley Hall Farm 
School near 
Newcastle, 

Northumberland on 
Saturday 24th 

November 1990.

Full details will be announced 
in the next newsletter
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The above photograph from the late 1920s shows the famous Fordson ‘F  fitted with a fully mounted 
Melotte single furrow plough and described as ‘direct coupled'. Melotte, from Belgium, were well known 
plough makers until the 1970s. Can anyone throw any light on how this plough ivas fitted to the tractor 
and how it was lifted. The turnover appears to be very similar to the post war ploughs for use on hydraulic 
three point linkage.

HARVEST ‘WORK-IN
Sunday October 7th 1990 

By kind invitation of Massey-Ferguson Ltd.
All Ferguson Club 

members,
Massey-Ferguson staff, 
dealers and distributors 

are invited to see a 
range of Ferguson 

equipment working on 
land at the 

Massey-Ferguson 
Product Training Centre 

at Stareton, Nr 
Kenilworth, 

Warwichshire. 
Tractors from the 

Ferguson ‘A’ on will be 
working throughout the 
day on land of the the 

former Ferguson 
School.

For information, contact the Ferguson Ciub 0584-610-424 
or John Burge 0203-467-903 or David Buii 0789-731-295
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISM ENTS CLASSIFIED ADVERTISM ENTS

Ferguson 2 furrow plough, tatty. Horndraulic loader for Ferguson.
Offers for either - 0529-60094 (Lines)

Ford 8N tractor, 1947/8 with overdrive unit to give 25 mph.

Ferguson cover for pan seats; exact replica of original.

0789-731295 (Warwick)

0789-731295 (Warwick)

Ferguson TE-D, 1950 ‘Reekie’ conversion, reg. HCJ 606 with old log book, good tyres 
plus front wheel weights.

0497-4431 (Brecon, Wales)

Ferguson TE-F diesel in need of attention but running with good hydraulics, new battery 
and front tyres.

Offers 0603-872496 (Norwich)

TE 20 chassis/build (serial number) plates. Does yours need replacing? I am planning to 
have some manufactured and can arrange discount for quantity.

0787-61642 (Essex)

Limited number replica Ferguson-Brown ‘A’ commission plates, identical to original (ex
cept marked with small R for replica) un-numbered. £18-00 inc pp. Payment with order.

John Burge, Box 62, Banner Lane, Coventry, CV4 9GF

(Members should think very carefully before replacing a plate for it may have implications 
in recovering an old reg. number as well as other considerations. Always retain an old 
plate if possible. New plates should be stamped R for replica)

Ferguson implements:- Mower £90; Link Box £40; Ferguson 2 furrow plough £50.
Ferguson implements for narrow model, a unique set including ridge plough, roller, discs, 
harrows, spring tine cultivator - ideal for smallholder/market gardener. £175 the lot. 
Ferguson axle brackets £10; Ferguson jack £12; 2 front wheels/tyres £15; Bonnet for P3 
£10; Ferguson TE-A bonnet £10; TE-A petrol tank £7. Quantity of ridger spares. All this 
equipment is in very good order.

024-13-279 (Scotland)

Perkins P3 cylinder head, fully reconditioned CAV fuel injection pump for P3, plus various 
other spares.

0302-864816 (Doncaster)

Ferguson TE-F diesel Std set big end bearings + set 010” main bearings, £20. 
0666-840461 (Malmsbury)
Breaking TE-A 20 6 volt, most parts available inc. electrics.

0392-81-236 (Devon)
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1941 Ford-Ferguson 9NAN, no 98667, as is and tidy, reg. CBT 606 £495-00 
Ferguson 2f GP plough inc. front f. lever, tidy & repainted, £50-00 
1954 BMB President, B2496, fully restored and resprayed, lovely little tractor, reg. as KUX 
771, £595-00

0524-782116 (Lancs)

WANTED
Ferguson ‘B’ type 2 furrow plough (for Ferguson-Brown) 
Ferguson Brown rear wheel hub caps

Ferguson Brown top link 
Ferguson Brown steering wheel

0932-855918 (Surrey)

0789-731295 (Warwick)

For IHC Farmall Cub, complete running 4 cyl. petrol motor OR engine block with liners, pis
tons, crankshafts, camshafts and valves.

S. Hulsmann, Zur Aue 4, D 2904, Edwecht, West Germany

Water pump for P3

Perkins diesel bonnet badge for P3 conversion.

0302-864816 (Doncaster) 

0243-773263 (Sussex)

For Ferguson Mower - knife, spare blades (sections) and other parts.
0392-81-236 (Devon)

For Ferguson Brown ‘A ’, front wheels, tyres and exhaust manifold. Must be in usable con
dition.

061-494-8940 (Stockport)

Ferguson Brown steel wheels. Battery covers for TE-F 20. 
Ford-Ferguson 9NAN/9N/2N

Ferguson Brown top link. Ferguson grader blade.

0489-572083 (Hampshire) 

0584-810424 (Worcs)
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PATRON
MRS ELIZABETH SHELDON

The principle objective o f the Club is to promote interest in the late Harry Ferguson, his 
designs for the mechanisation of world agriculture and in particular the ‘Ferguson System 
The Club covers all Ferguson tractors from the Ferguson A (Ferguson- Brown), Ford-Fergu- 
son 9N and 2N  (also the 8N), Ferguson TE 20, TO 20, TO 30, US and UK implements and, 
by agreement with Massey-Ferguson UK Ltd, the M-F 35 and 65.

Hon. members:-
Sir Ian Wallace, C.B.E. Mr K. Goodwin, Hon. President
Mr John Chambers. Hon. Vice-president. Mr Dick Dowdeswell.
Chairman Alun Evan 0267-275-249 Treasurer - John Inge 0584-79-280

Executive Officer/Editor - George Field 0584-810-424 
M-F Liason Officer - John Burge 0203-467-903 

Ferguson Club Office - Sutton House, Tenbury Wells, Worcs., WR15 8RJ 
Tel. 0584-810-424

AREA REPRESENTATIVES
Northern Ireland Mr George Little 066-253-235
S.E. Scotland Mr Alan Cunningha 057-85-252
Northern Engaind Mr R Stoddar 0434-604-221
North Yorkshire Mr Billy Smith 0325-74-231
Lincolnshire Mr Stuart Ogden 0529-60-094
South Yorks/Derbyshire Mr Roger Webb 0742-890-00
NoHolk Mr Roger Thulbourne 0366-500-218
Cambridge Mr Marcus Cousins 0223-262-981
Essex Mr Henry Bass 0621-892-952
Bedfordshire Mr David Markham 0234-771-364
Warwickshire Mr David Bull 0789-731-295
Monmouthshire Mr Gerald Richardson 0600-4751
Berkshire Mr Roger Taylor 0635-27-719
Kent Mr A Hall 0732-463-292
Hampshire Mr Martin Cull 0489-572-083
Dorset Mr Stuart Andrew 0300-4584
South West Mr Geoff Church 0548-580-053
South Wales Mr Alun Evans 0267-275-249
Cardigan Bay Mr R.B. Davies 0239-87-275

HOLLAND Mr & Mrs B Westerveld 1883-15311
CARIBBEAN Mr Tony Allen 809-427-8175
USA Mr Wayne Svboda 612-364-5046

Club fees per annum, UK and Ireland £10-00; Europe and Skandinavia, £12-00; all other 
overseas countries £15-00 or US$25-00. Members will receive the Ferguson Journal 
approx, every four months. Receipts for subscriptions will not be provided unless specically 
requested. A membership card will be sent with the next publication after joining.
The Ferguson Club is a member of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. Secretary 
- Mr P.H.J. Whyman (0945) 870-716.
The Club is also affiliated to the National Vintage Tractor & Engine Club and supports their 
Safety Code. Secretary - D. Beeby, (0695) 22- 219.
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with probably the greatest revolution in argricultural engineering'
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